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HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL 

PREFACE 

TO 

THE WORLD, 



iKsmm 



'T'HE work, on the history of which we now 
-*- enter, differs from all its predecessors in its 
general style, and in the interest it creates, al- 
though the tendency may ultimately be the 
same. We have here no philosophy of morals, 
no indignant censure of the grosser vices, no 
critical disquisitions; and, in general, scarcely 
any thing serious. Irony is the predominant 
feature ; a figure of rhetoric, and an expression 
of contempt, which requires delicacy in order 
to be successful, and pure intention in order to 
be safe. It does not ^appear, however, in itself 
to be more di^ngerous than any other species 
t)fwit; and. In this country at least, there are 
few instance^' of very flagrant abuse. As em» 
ployed in this paper, it is employed for pur- 
poses to iexecnte which, in the opinion of the 
writers, other methods had been tried without 
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H\ux0M%. Tlic outhoni of th« World aflected Uj 
coiiHiiler the t'oWim uf their clay a» licncath their 
ficriouM noticc'i and therefore tried what good 
trii^ht U* done by turning them into ridicule, 
unditr the maiik of defence or apology; and thus 
J ngfMiiouMly demonstrated that every defence of 
wliat in in itfM^lf aUurd and wrong mu»t either 
parlttke of the ridicuUnu, or be intolerable, and 
rrpugnant to comnton senMeund reason. With 
MH'U intentioni|notwith»tandiug their apparent 
good-humouri they will, in the appreliension 
of many readersi appear more severe censors 
of the morals of the age thau any who have gone 
before them. 

The desigUi as professed in the first paper, 
was to ridicule witit novelty and good-humour 
the fashions, foiblesi vices, and alMurdities of 
that part of the human species which calls itself 
TUK world; and this the principal wril^rs 
were enabled to execute with facility, from die 
knowledge incident to their rank in lifci the 
elevated sphere in which they moved, and the 
good sense which prevented them from being 
blindrrl by the ghire, or enslaved by the autho- 
rity of fashion. 

J)ut although the continued use of irony 
might not be danf^erous, they appear to have 
expi^rienced that it is often liaDle to miscon** 
struction. One of the most ingenious contri« 
butors^, who took a very lively interest in the 

*KicMAKO Ownn CamihidoIi Eiq. who died whilt 
tUU work WA« in the prsii* 

4 



BIOGRAPHICAL PREI'ACE. xi 

success of the work, has delivered his opinion 
on this subject with freedom and candour. As 
an excuse for not havin": ffiven a serious turn 
to the generality of these tssays, he observes, 
that papers of pleasantry, enforcing some lesser 
duty, or reprehending some fashionable folly, 
vrill be of more real use, than the finest writing, 
or the most virtuous moral, which few or none 
will beat pains to read through; and he adds, 
whether with a view to this work, or to the 
Adventurer and Rambler, is uncertain, 
that tbe demand for moral Essays, " of which 
many excellent ones have been produced, had 
of late fallen very short of their acknowledged 
merit." 

But, after contending more amply for the 
plan adopted in these papers, he candidly al- 
lows, that there is a danger lest the habit of 
levity should tend to the admission of any thing 
contrary to the design of such a work. In 
writings of humour, figures are sometimes used 
of so delicate a nature, that it shall often hap- 
pen that some people will see things in a di- 
rect contrary sense to what the author and the 
majority of readers understand them. To such 
the most innocent irony may appear irreligion 
or wickedness. But in the misapprehension of 
this figui'e, it is not always the reader that is to 
blame. A great deal of irony may seem very 
clear to the writer, which may not be so pro- 
perly managed as to be safely trusted to the 
various capacities and apprehensions of all sorts 
of readers. In such cases, the conductor of a 

VOL. XXVI. b 
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pdpcr will l>c lialilc to varioiiH kiixU o( ccnwuw^ 
thoii^lii ill rralitv't iiothiii;; can be |>rovea 
a^aiiittt him but viaiil ol'jiid^inciil*. 

Ttu' Justin* of llie latter |mit oi' lUvne. remarks 
will ap|M*iir very obviouH to iIiok* who have; nxer 
\htu i'.ujl^tv^vd tu |Hii()(lical writing;; aiul who, 
itiaddrc'iihiiig their inreriorH,arc*MouK;tuii( s apt to 
lor^et tliat they arc* their tni'eriorH; and, in cha«- 
1 JHin^ lolly^ do not always foresee the pohbibility 
that they may Ix* read by the foohKh. ^ ct the 
aUive a|>olo<<y,if it wan mo meant J'or apericxli- 
cal paper entirely ironical, will not i>crhaps be 
thon;>ht huilicient, when we eonsider that it 
waH a wide departure from the custom of its 
pred(*ees5iorH, which were moilels not <miy of 
excelltMicc, but of HueccriH witli the public*. 
Variety, in this species ^i writing, hau Immii 
found hy lonpi; ex|M*iience to Im! the chief claim 
on popular attention ; and, perha|>K,in the opi« 
nion of a very (*on.si(lerahle and worthy pait 
of mankind, it i:» not (he nioiitpleahing charac- 
ter we can give, when ue say oi' an auth«»i- that 
be is never seriou?*. The progress of a paper 
hkc this, should resemble that of tlie human 
mind— it should have its thnes of reHection as 
well tuof ridiculci fince there are follies which 
ought to excite indignation us well as laughter. 

With rcsi>cct to what is said of the demand 
for moral essays falling off/* the precise fact 
cannot now be ascertained. Uut the allusion, 
1 conceive^ was mode to the publication of them 

• No. 104. 
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in single sheets ; for the Rambler, which was 
more remarkable than any other paper for uni- 
formitv of serious discussion, was at least as 
tticcessful ill volumes as any of its contempo- 
raries, except the Adventurer; and the 
greater popuhirity of the Adventurer may be 
feirly att4'ibuted to its variety, to the seria 
mixta jocisy which seems the natural order, but 
which is wanting in the World. The latter, 
bdeed, contains a few serious papers, but they 
are of very inferior merit, and contribute no- 
thing to the litenuy character of the work, 
which rests entirely on its fiind of ridicule. 
This, although it renders it less useful to the 
young and illiterate, must ever recommend it 
to those who understand the full force of irony, 
which, it must be confessed, has seldom been 
employed with more taste, delicacy or elegance. 
The double dissimulation, or dissembling of dis- 
simulation, necessary in this species of ridicule 
is admirably preserved, and while disguise is al- 
ways of sufiicient thinness to discover the real 
purpose. 

The World was projected by Mr. Edward 
Moore, in conjunction with Mr. Robert 
Dodsley, who fixed upon the name; and, by de- 
fray ingtheexpense, and re warding Mr. Moore, 
became, and for many years continued to be, 
tlie sole proprietor of the work. 

Mr. Edward Moore was born at Abingdon, 
in Berkshire, March 22, 17 1 1-lS. He was the 
third son of the Rev. Thomas Moore, a dis- 
senting-niinister of that place. On his father's 
deathj which, happened when he was only ten 

b'i 
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years of age, his education was superintended 
by his uncle, the Rev. John Moore, who kept 
an academy at Bridgewater, and he was after- 
wards removed to the school of East Orchard, 
in Dorsetshire*. 

He was originally bred a linen-draper with a 
Mr. Gibson of that trade in London, and 
when he left this master, he resided some yean 
in Ireland, as factor to a Mr. Johnson, amer- 
chant in London. On his return, he entered 
into partnership in the linen-trade with an 
Irish gentleman ; but the connexion not being 
very successfiil was soon dissolved, and about 
this time his attachment to study, and probably 
a consciousness that he had some claim to h- 
terary reputation, induced him to become an 
author by profession. Like the majority of his 
contemporaries, he began with poetical attempts 
which gained him considerable fame, as la 
verse he had a very happy and pleasing man- 
ner. His ^' Fables for the Female Sex," first 
published in 1744, seem, not only in the free- 
dom and ease of the versification, but also in 
the forcibleness of the moral and poignancy of 
satire, to approach nearer to the manner of 
Gay, than any of the numerous imitations of 
that author, which have been attempted since 
the publication of his Fables. In his " Trial 
*' of Selim, the Persian," which was a compli- 
ment to Lord Lyttelton, he showed himself 
a perfect master of the most elegant kind of 

♦ These facts and dates were communicated by Mr. 
TouLMiN to Dr. Anderson. 
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panegyric, that wiiich is couched under the 
appearance of accusation. 

He wrote Hkewise for the stage ; and here his 
success has been generally considered as inferior 
to his merit. His Fou n dli ng, a'comedy, ap- 
peared in 1748, but was decrijd from a fancied 
resemblance to the Conscious Lovers, to wliich, 
however, the author of the Biograi)hia Drama- 
tica is inclined to prefer It, as the intiicacy of 
tlie plot is mucii more natural, the characters 
of a more sprijjhtly turn, and drawn in general 
from higher life. His Gil Blas, also a come- 
dy, is considered, by the same author, as less de- 
serving of critical approbation, yet it would be 
difficult to find more lively dialogue, or more 
of that bustle and life which keep up the at- 
tention of an audience in our times. But the 
Gamester, a tragedy, first acted in 17oS,is en- 
titled to the highest praise for its moral ten- 
dency, as well as its dramatic excellence. Its 
being written in prose was, indeed, an innova- 
tion to which some objected, and others thought 
the distress was too deep. Of late years, how- 
ever, it has been revived with the greatest suc- 
cess, for which it is undoubtedly, in some mea- 
sure, indebted to the unrivalled powers of Mrs. 
SiDOONS, who has deepened the distress, with- 
out, it is to be feared, removing the cause. 

In a letter now before me to Dr. W arton, 
dated Feb. 17, 175J, the author gives the fol- 
lowing account of the success of lliis play :— 
"I wrote to you this day se'iiniglil, with an 
account of the Gfamester to the fourth night. 
1 think I may saj the trihies are tuvuci, 'ioi: \-\\vi 

b3 
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plav from that night has had a new character: 
und it is at prcsctit aHmuch the Aishion to speak 
very highly of it in fashionable companies^ as 
it Wits at hrst to condemn it. I am just come 
from the theatrci and though it is the tenth 
nighty the house is as full as it can hold. But 
poor Garrick is ill, through too much fatigue; 
so that the play is to be intt^rruptcd till ho is 
recovered. I wish I could tell you that the 
roflts of it have answered my expectations; 
ut I believe 4(X) |)ounds will be about the sum 
1 shall clear by il." 

Mr. MooRK married a lady of the name of 
Hamilton^ daughter of Mr. Hamilton, 
tahle-deckcr to the princesses, who had herself 
a poetical turn, and has been said to have as* 
sihled him in part of his writingn. This lady* 
some time after her husband s death, obtained 
the place of necessary-woman in the Queen's 
private apartments, and is still living. 

In 1756 he published his poetical and dra- 
matic works, by Subscription, in an elegant 
quarto volume, dedicated to the DuKBof Mkw- 
castle, the brother of his early patron Mr. 
Peliiam. The subscribers were numerous, 
and included many persons of the highest rank 
and most eminent talents, but he did not long 
enjoy the advantages of their liberality. He 
died of an inflammation on his lungs, the con- 
sequence of a fever improperly treated, Feb. 
28, 17j7. He left one son of the same name, 
who had a place in the Salt Oflice, but went 
afterwards mto the naval service, and died at 
8ca in 1773. 
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Mr. Moore's abilities^ his modest demecinour> 
and iDoffensiTe manners^ and his moral con- 
duct^ which is said to have been unexception- 
able, recommended him to the men of genius 
and learning of the age^ and procured him the 
patronage of Lord Lyttelton. Dr. John- 
son, after mentioning that Mr. Moore courted 
the favour of this nobleman by an apologetical 
poem, called " The Trial of Selim/' adds, that 
his Lordship paid him with ^^ kind words, which, 
as is common, raised great hopes, that at last 
were disappointed.'* But this is not the whole 
tmth. Lord Lyttelton did for Moore what 
few patrons have done for authors; he engaged 
his iriends to assist him in the way which a man 
not wholly dependent would perhaps prefer. 
Mr. DoDSLEY stipulated to pay Moore three 
ffuineas for every paper of the World, which 
he should write, or might be sent for publica- 
tion, and was approved of. Lord Lyttelton, 
to render this bargain effectual, and an easy 
source of emolument to Moore, solicited the 
assistance of such men as are not often found 
willing to contribute the labours of the pen, 
men of high rank in the state, and men of fame 
and fashion, who cheerfully undertook to sup- 
ply the paper, while Moore reaped the emolu- 
ment, and perhaps for a time enjoyed the repu- 
tation of the whole. But when it came to be 
known, as the information would soon be cir- 
culated in whispers*, that such men as the 

• Lord Orford fpeaks of two of Lord Chesterfield's 
papers in his Letters to Bcntley, Works, voU'v. ^. 'J^W 
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r. Ills n^' ('iiFsrr.KiTRLi), Batii, and Canv, 
" lr^,r-. ^V AM»or.K,CAMnRiD(;i:, and Jen yns, 
\ ' v k.i'.vuxl in a »<:hciiie of autl)orshi|i to 
.i'i.i.-" Miv t'.wn, iiiul that tlie World wo* *'th« 
Ik)\v of' I Lv^ai.s, in which it \va.s the fashion fed 
iii<;fi of rank and '/(Miius to try their strength*,* 
wo. iiiav <'a^ilv si:r»i>o«e that it would excite the 
curiosity of the puhlic in an uncommon de- 
cree. 

The first pa[>cr \va« published Jan. 24, 1753; 
it was roiibcquently contemporary with the 
AuvENTURKK, whi<:li U'gaii Nov. 7# 1752, but 
us tint WoitLD was published only once a week, 
it outlived the Advknturkr nearly two 
years^ durin^j; wliich time it ran its course also 
with the CoNNoisBKLu. it wanton the same 
size and type, and at the Siiipe price with 
the Kamblf.r and Adventurer, but the 
sale, in numbers, was superior to eitlier. 
In No. lit, Ijoid Chesterfield stalety 
that the number sold wetklv was two thou- 
sand, which number, he adds, " exceeds the 
largest that was ever printed even of tlie 
Spectators/' In No. 4<), he hints that "nf>t 
above three thousand were sold." The sale was 
probably not regular, and would l>e greater on 
the days when rumour announced his Lordship 
as the writer. The exact number printed was 
(l.'iOO, as stated in the above letter from Mr. 
MuOKK to Dr. Warton. 

Notwithstanding the able »ssi-:tnnce of hit 
riglit honourable friends, Mr. Mooue wrote 
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sixty-one of these papers, and the second letter 
ID No. 130. In his first paper, he declines pre- 
fixing mottos, principally " because the follies 
he intends to treat of, and the characters he 
means to exhibit, are such as the Greeks and 
Romans were entirely unacquainted with," 
But this excuse would have been as applicable 
to the Spectator as to the World : it is pro- 
bable be had not much intimacy with classical 
karning, and it is certain that the mottos which 
vera sent were never rejected. His style is 
easy and unaffected, and always appropriate to 
his subjects, which have great variety. If he 
bad not more knowledge of the world than 
some of his predecessors, he could at least em- 
ploy it very agreeably. He had professed that 
the paper should contain novelty of ridicule, 
and it must be allowed that he seldom betrays 
the servile copyist, when treating of those sub- 
jects which had been handled by others. The 
few narratives he gives are pleasing and in- 
•Inictive, particularly the description of do- 
mestic happiness in No. l6, which in the origi- 
nal edition he had nearly spoiled by the intro- 
doction of so improbable a circumstance as a 
chariot. In Nos. 31 and 186, the almost lu- 
dicrous distresses of a credulous clergyman, 
which remind us, in some degree, of Parson 
Adams> are related with characteristic simpli- 
city. The circumstance of the post-chaise 
might have been suggested by a similar story in 
*'Greville's Maxims and Reflections," pub- 
lished about this time. 
. Moore excelled principally in aas\xm\u^\X\^ 
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srrioiiM mnniirr for the (MirposcA of rklicuk*^ or 
oT raisin;^ if lit* citrioTtity, m in Nd. 144; nrul in 
<*r)n<T;jJ?*(l irony, ns in Now. i;jf^ jumI K.*): the 
plot, ciflhr liilhr, if it niny \h' ho lerniod, is viiy 
arlfully niaMap;cil. However trit<r his snhjtrrtt 
hr iMilivcns it l)y oii«j;i!ial turnn of thought. 
Some of iIk* papers an; more rxerrises ot'lio- 
n)our) V. Iii< h have no direct moral in view, and 
f«»r this he ii! oiM' phiee ofVrrs an apoloja^y, oral 
l< .1^! : «'lHii(>vvle(I;^es that he aimed at no hij^lier 
p'!r|K;.-f than entertainment. 

\\\ :he l.fst papr-r, the eoiie]usii)n of tho woik 
i i.:ii.!e to flepetid on a li<*titious ae<*ideiii 
\vl,..'i! h'xl happened \o th'* author» and iMX'a- 
!'Me:d hi? cle:ith. When the papor.s were c©!- 
I< cied in vrjhnne«4, ?.!r. MooKf; ^niKTint^Midcd 
i!K'pnlJiea*i(>n, arifl aeti:;illy di(!d wliilc ihi^lafl 
ji.iMer was in the pr-ss; a c:ir<:umHtanc(; focne- 
'vfiat siii";ii! ir, wiien we look ut the contjcnlf 
(^f il, anri v.hu h iti^liiees ns to wish that death 
may ^.v If -»k f.ci- m ntiy included among ilie 

tnj)ics (if V. It. 

It has hen th?' ^*;enf;)al o|»iriion, for the h<v 
iiiMir orraiilv, If.tt tite papers written by met] of 
that. d< .eripti ,\. in tiii» work, are far 8U|Herior to 
thoM! oi' M(;i»iM',, or of any of lii» asHi»taiits of 
** !<AV de^;ir<;'* Whatever may Ix; in thin, it 
4!aT)not he fleiiifd, that the finit in point of ge* 
III lis, taste, and elen^auce, are those we owe to 
the pen of 

I'lIlIlP DOUMKP Stanhoi'f, Ra1!L ov 
^ 'H;:srri:r!!: in, a name v) well known that it 
is nnnf;f!e'"S ti y i'l t!jis plae<^ to detail the rir- 
/••/;;; /anc's ul' \,'i-' l;)tjg and active life. A laud** 
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able spirit of ambition led him early to cultivate 
talents tbat were calculated to adorn society, 
and give dignity to the highest stations. That 
io ooe memorable instance he perverted these 
taknts, hiis been again and again repeated, with 
jusl indignation, in every vehicle of public in- 
stmction ; and his biographer has shrunk fiom 
the defence of his conduct in this insUuice, 
while he adverts to it with respectful delicacy. 
ItiSy indeed, utterly incapable of apology, and 
isy perhaps, as little to the credit of his under- 
standing as of his morals. It is not very dear 
that he comprehended the utility of his own 
plan. He calls it the art of pleasing, or the 
acquisition of the graces. He speaks of it as a 
something above the common advancagc.^ of 
genius, virtue, or reputation, as if any thing 
iKit repugnant to honour or honesty could not 
be pbtained by these. 

That this nobleman, however, had a respect 
foe pure morality and decoroui uianiicTs, is suf- 
ficiently attested by the papers tic contributed 
to Uie work before us. He was novv at an ad- 
vanced period of lil'e. Tew men had seen more 
of the world, or knew better how to expose the 
Ticcs and follies which are sanctioned bv hiofli 
practice and fashion ; and i(^ is worthy of re- 
mark, that when he >yrote in Fog's Jou ijnal% 
and other papers established for political pur- 
poses, his lucubrations almost always turned on 
whjects of morals, manners, or taste. 

IJis services in this paper were purely volun- 

f See jirtr.ice to the Guardian, p. <^8. 
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tary, but a circumstance occurred to his first 
contribution which had nearly disgusted him 
i'rom sending a second. He sent his paper to 
the pubhsher without any notice from whence it 
came: it underwent a very slight ins[>ection9 
and was at least delaycfd, if not rejected, on ac- 
count of its length. Fortunati-ly Lord Lyt- 
TKLTON saw it at Mr. J)oi)slky*s, and knew 
the hand. MooiiK^ when infonned of this dis- 
covery, read the manuserint more attentively, 
discovered its beauties, ana thought proper not 
only to publish it directly, but to introduce ii 
with an a|H)l<)gy for the delay, and a compli- 
ment to the author. It is not, however, greatly 
to the credit of Moork's discernment, that he 
did not at once see how little it could suffer by a 
comparison with any which preceded it. 

ilis Lordship then continued his correspond- 
ence occasionally, and wrote in all twenty- three 
[)apers, certainly ccjual, if not superior, m bril- 
iuncy of wit and novelty of tlioujjht, to the 
most popular productions of this kind. Of 
tticse, Nos. 49, fM {)\, 98, 105, and 151, are per- 
haps unrivalled, both for matter and manner. 
^0. 148, on civility and good-breeding, con- 
tains the outline of the purer part of his cele- 
brated system. Of this paper, Dr. Maty gives 
the following anecdote. J-.ord Curstehfikld 
being at Bath, shewed one of his last Wohlds 
to his friend General Ikwine, who dined with 
him almost every day. The General, in the 
course of conversation, mentioned good-breed- 
ing, as distinguished from mere civility, as a 
subject that deserved to be treated by him. His 
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Lordship at first declined it, but on his friend's 
insisting, and urging the singular propriety of 
its being undertaken by a man who was so per- 
fect a master of the thing, he suddenly called 
lor pen and ink, and wrote this excellent piece 
off-hand, as he did all the others, without any 
rasure or interlineation. I'his paper, ever 
after, went by the name of General Irwin e's 
paper*. 

As it is always a matter of curiosity as well as 
utility to know how two persons oi eminent, 
but very different talents, treat the same subject. 
No. lyd, on passionate men, may be pointed 
out to be read with No. 1 1, of the Rambler. 

Nos. 100 and 101 are connected with a small 
portion of literary history, of which it may be 
necessary to take some notice, although it can 
never be without regret that literary animosities 
are recollected or recorded. . These papers were 
supposed to have been written to conciliate Dr. 
Johnson, then about to pubhsh his dictionar}% 
whom Lord Chesterfield was conscious he 
had offended. The nature of this oflence was 
for many years reported in various ways, but 
from Mr. Bo swell's account it appears there 
was no particular incident which produced a 
quarrel, and that his Lordship's continued neg- 
lect provoked Dr. Johnson to decline his pa- 
tronage ; and when his Lordship now endea- 
voured to befriend his magnum opiiSy he wrote 
that celebrated letter, which, whatever may be 

• Maty's Life of Lord Chesterfield, prefixed to his 

Miscellaneous Works, 

VOL, XX VI^ C 
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lliouglit of the provocation, munt ever be consi- 
(icred us a model of digniHcd resentment. Wiiat 
cH'ect it produced on Lord Chkstebfield is 
doubtful, lie cerliunly foil that it was ncces- 
sary to (»ffer sonic defence to liis private friends; 
jind it may be supposed, that he who waA a 
liicnd to authors of mucii inierior merit, must 
have regretted lliat he had, by whatever appear- 
aiice oi nc;;le( t, <hs>olvf(l a connection that 
iiii' lit have been muliialiv iii»nourahle. Wlic- 
till] the " respectable llottenlot/' in his letters 
to his son^ be meant for Dr. Jon n son, is not 
quite so cerUiin as it was once supposed. Sir 
David Dalrvmplr, Lord IIailk.s, ycontfiui- 
pomry in the Woui, r), ni.iinliiined, that it was 
ii.l jucliid for the porUait of a late noble Ijord, 
d:stiu/ui>l.rcl lor ab.4iU.:C «' iv-iice. There are, 
howe\.r, //'.//Y- in iLaj),)i.i'abK: to Dr. Johnson, 
I'iit not iiiiiL oi' uhinaniicrly fat in;!, unleas iiis 
Lojd^iiip l>o!; it iip<»:J repoil., for l>r. Jcjhnsom 
d.rlarm to Mr. Hos'.\ ij.i. taut '* i/v»id Ciii:s- 
'iLiiiiELD never saw iiim e;il in his life." The 
j-ite I^AKL of Oiiroi.'D, in his account of Ix)jd 
CuKSTEiiFiKLD, advciU to this alfair in lan- 
guage not very consislt.'nt witli liberahty or 
truths and he is not happy in what he perhaps 
thought a |U'incipal exeeiieiK e^ his comparison 
of the bear and tlie daNcing-musttr, Jon n son 
would have submitted to the Ocary if Lord 
CHi:sT£KFir.Ln had been content with no 
Iiigher merit than that of a danchig'ma&lcr, 

i'he next author, in point of merit, as well as 
quantity of contribution^ was RicnARD Owen 
(Jamkhioge, Lsq. whose pnpers are entitled to 

7 
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the highest praise for taste, wit, and moral ten- 
dency. These he wrote for the benevolent pur- 
pose of serving Mr. Moore, and without any 
expectation of seeing his name affixed to them. 
They were mostly oft-hand compositions, which, 
from a mind fertile, well-infomied, and elegant, 
is, perhaps, no great abatement of their excel- 
lence. It is said, that when Mr. Moore soli- 
cited leave of Mr. Cambridge to dedicate one 
of the volmnes to him, he permitted it, upon 
condition that he should himself write the dedi- 
cation. It was accordingly prefixed to the 
third volume of the second edition, and aflbrds 
no inconsiderable proof of its author's modest 
and unobtrusive disposition. Mr. Moore was 
introduced to this gentleman by Lord liYTTEL- 
To N , and found in him a kind friend and a po- 
tent auxihary. 

Of the twenty-one papers written by Mr. 
Cambr] dge, No. 54, on nearers, and its fequel. 
No. 5(}, No. 55, a propofal for an extinguisher^ 
No. 72, and No. 107, may be selected as excel- 
lent specimens of easy and playful humour ; 
but No. 76, on the character of an improver, is 
certainly not inferior, in original and pointed 
satire, to the choicest specimen that can be 
produced from the most popular of our Essay- 
ists. No. 1 19, on the absurd taste in garden- 
ing, and No. 103, the history of a turtle feast, 
are also replete with strokes of good-natured 
raillery. In all his papers, Mr. Cambridge 
has demonstrated that the subjects proper for a 
work of this kind are inexhaustible, and that 
every "age may be made to grow some sm^vjXsNXxV^ 

c 2 
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f(ir the use of the wit and the satirist. Not- 
wiUistaiuIinij; the E(lit9r*s prof'essi'cl intention 
of not prefixing inotLos to the WouLn, Mr. 
('AMHKir)r;K unifornilv aclh(T(*H to the ancient 
cuaUnn, and Wm intiinatx; ae(|uaint<ince with the 
Kon)an elatisies enahled him to select tiiese with 
great fehcitv of appheation. 

The late liARL of Ouronn, hetter known by 
the name of Hokack Waltoli:, contributed 
some papers to the Woum), which have strong 
characteristics of his favourite* manner and stu- 
dies. Ife was the youngest son of Sir Kotikht 
Wai.polk, tile first Haul of Oui-ord, and born 
in the year 17 U). In his early years he culti- 
vated the he I /en /r tires with great success, and 
in his travels laid the foundation of that know- 
ledge of foreign literature and history which he 
was ever desirous of displaying. Although the 
soti of a powerful minister, and probably des- 
tined for public life, he had less relish for tiiat 
tlian for the calmer pursuits of taste and learn- 
ing. He sat long in parliament, but was not 
highly distinguished as a speaker, unless on one 
memorable occasion, when, with great spirit, 
elegance, and filial piety, he addressed the house 
of commons in vinuication of his father. 

Mr. Walpole devoted the /greatest part of his 
time and fortune to the eml)elhshment of his sin- 
gular and well-known villa at Strawberry-hill, and 
employed his intervals in composing man v works 
which have long been favourites with tfie pub- 
lico, although they are of very opposite merits. 
He was alternately a poet, an historian, a poll* 
tician, an antiquary, and a writer of dramas and 
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romances. Of all his works his own opinion 
ifs^as humble; and, although pertinacious in main- 
taining what he had asserted, and possessed of 
keen powers of controversy, yet, merely as an 
author, he did not wish to be considered in the 
highest rank. Jn his latter days, however, he 
thought with the world, on the merit of his 
works, and prepared for the press that splendid 
and complete edition which was published the 
year after his death, and was bought up with 
avidity, as an important addition to ever}' 
library. 

Of his poetry, no very high character has 
been formed ; yet, like his prose, it often sur- 
l>rizes by unexpected flashes of wit, and epigram- 
matic turns of expression and illustration, in 
wiiich he evidently delighted. His " Myste- 
rious Mother" is, indeed, of very superior merit, 
and has occasioned a general regret that he 
should have chosen a subject so untit for public 
performance or private perusal. The ^' Castle of 
Otranto" ishisonly original work in prose which 
<iisplays great powers. It passed through many 
editions, and received new popularity when the 
story was dramatised in 1782 by Captain Jeph- 
soN. It ought not to be less a favourite now, 
when a passion for the marvellous seems to pre- 
vail hke an epidemic with the writers and 
readers of romance. 

Of Jiis compilations, the most useful is, ^'The 
Anecdotes of Painting and Engraving." This 
was avowedly formed from materials loft by 
Vertue, but it is also evident that the arrange- 
ment, the principles, the taste, and eveY>j \.\vvw^ 

c3 
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not technical, is Mr. Walpolf/s. Itif ajui 
complaint tliut he did not continue to improi 
and enlarge what had been so well receiver 
what will ever ix; a standard book^ and whi 
probably led to the advancement of the artii i 
this country. 

The predominant feature in Mr. Walpolk 
(character wan a veneration for birth and rani 
to which he certainly Inid pretensions in tl 
long list of his ancestors^ although among then 
we Hnd few distinguished benefactors to the 
country. This passion, however, which in h 
political career, he joined with principles thi 
iiave not been thought connected with it, k 
him to a search after thone illustrious example 
in whom birth and rank have been allied wil 
genius. His industry soon produced the plea 
ing and useful compilation, entitled '' A Cat 
logue of Royal and Noble Authors,'* whic 
although greatly enlarged in the edition pu 
lished with his works, has been thought meaffi 
by those who did not consider that he profeiu 
to give a catalogue only. To what size and iu 
portance might it not have swelled, had 1 
given the Uves of the authors on the sea 
usually allowed in biographical compilation 
In this work, the chief excellence is in li 
characters : they arc admirable as portraits ; an 
like portraits, they have some of the faults as w( 
as l>eauties of the most celebrated masters. 

The letters to General Conway and I 
other friends, which he left for publication wi 
Ills works, have been highly esteemed. Th< 
exhibit his taste, his dis])osition, his fricndshi 
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aad all his peculiarities to the greatest advan- 
tage. It cannot be doubted that he valued 
those compositions^ as he had kept copies of 
them for so many j-ears, with a view to publi- 
cation ; and as he was always of opinion that 
the EngUsh made a very poor figure in letter- 
writing, it is not unfair to suppose that he 
might wish to remove this reproach, with what 
success, it is not necessary here to inquire. It 
must be observed, however, that his wit has many 
marks of effort and labour, that it recurs too 
often, and that he is too often disposed to treat 
serious subjects with unbecoming levity. If he 
was not an infidel, he was at least a sneerer, 
and while in one place he almost predicts the 
revolution in France, and in another execrates 
the atrocities with which it was accompanied, 
he seems inconscious that his own principles 
were not very remote from those which precipi- 
tated the destruction of the altar. 

Mr. Walpole had reached his 74th year, 
when the title of Earl of Orford came to 
him by the death of his nephew, but he scarcely 
ever used it, and never took his seat in the 
house of peers. He died March 2, 1797^ aged 
eighty. 

He wrote nine papers in the World, which 
excel in keen satire and shrewd remark. His re- 
searches as an antiquary enabled him to furnish 
wliimsical compaiisons between ancient and 
modern manners. Of No. l60 (which, how- 
ever, as well as No. 28, is objectionable on the 
score of indehcacy) he gives the following 
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nuecdote in one of his letters to General CoN 
way: *^ My lady A. flatters me extreme!; 
about my World, but it has brought me inti 
Ai peck of troubles. In short, the good-naturei 
town have been pleased to lend me a meaning 
and call my Lord Bute Sir Eustace, I nee 
not say how ill the story tallies to what they ap 
ply it ; but 1 do vow to you, that so far tiroi 
once entering into my imagination, my onl 
apprehension was, that I should be suspecte 
of flattery lor the compliment to the prince 
in the former patt. It is the more cruel, h 
cause you know it is just the thing in the wori 
on which one must not defend one's self. If 
might, I can prove that the paper was writ la 
Easter, long before this history was ever mei 
tinned, and flung by, because [ did not like i 
1 mentioned it one night to my lady Herve; 
which was the occasion of its being printed*.*' 
In No. 108, is a short character of Boncau 
** When Boncaeur shivers on yon dreary hil 
where lor twenty years you have been vain 
endeavouring to raise reluctant plantation 
and yet prolcsses that only some of the tre 
have been a little kept back by the late di 
season, he is not polite, he is more, he is kind 
-•^ Honaeur here wasNoRuoRNE I^erkele' 
whose horse sinking up to his middle in Woi 
burn-park, lie would not allow that it was ai 
thing inmie than a little damp. The '^ acquain 
ancc ^f mine'' was the author himself, and tl 

•Or ford's WotKS, vol, v. p. 46. 
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last story of a highwayman happened ahnost 
literally to Mrs. Cavendish.* 

Mr. VValpole's last paper, or World Ex- 
traordinary, contains a highly-laboured 
comphment to Mr. Henry Fox, afterwards 
Lord Holland, which has no connection 
with the general purpose of the work, but was 
admitted, at the author's request, as an answer 
to No. *207, in which, under borrowed charac- 
ters, a ministerial revolution is described, un- 
favourable to Mr. Fox. 

For five papers in this work of verj^ superior 
merit, we are indebted to Soame J en yns, Esq. 
who, at the time of writing these, held the ofhce 
and rank of one of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Board for Trade and Plantations. 

Mr. J EN YNS was born at 12 o'clock at night, 
in Great Ormond street, London, in the year 
1703-4. The day of his birth he could not as- 
certain; and, considering himself at hberty to 
choose his birth-day, he fixed it on New Year's 
Day. His father. Sir Roger J en yns, Knt. 
was descended from the ancient and respectable 
family of the Jenyns, of Churchill, in Somer- 
setshire. His mother was one of the daughters 
of Sir Peter Soame, of Hayden, in Essex, 
Bart. Under her care he was educated, until it 
became proper to consign him to the instruction 
of regular tutors. The Rev. Mr. Hill, and 
after him the Rev. Stephen White, were in- 
troduced into the family for this purpose ; and, 
under their tuition, he made such progress as 

• Orford's Works, vol, v. p.305. 



TiXXU UlSToniCAL AND 

I'liahlrd him, when lie rntrrrd Hi u fcllotr-coo* 
inoiii-r of St. JoliiiH ('oil(•^4^ (.^ttiiibiidgey to 
<'iiltiv«it4* tlic higher 8tudiej» wilii »ucccriB and 
clistiiiclKMi. 

In tilts rollrgc, when* he hvc-d nearly thret 
\< aiM, Wis lichaviour wuh most onlcrly and rejni- 
lur, his tipphcatioii dili^<*iit, niid his conforniity 
to llir f!istri|>liii(r of the college cotiMquenUy 
lasy. III! waH often heard tu Kay, that he ac- 
counted the day»> he had livc*d there amongst 
llioM,' vihieh were the liappiest in his lite; a^ 
elaralion which would Ix; more freriucntly made^ 
it' our universities were conKiderofi in their jast 
t'hararter, as plaren wliere the opportunities of 
»huly !.rc e isy and ample, f n 1 where no cares 
or aiixirtir^ can enter, hut what have for their 
uhjeets improvement or emnhiiion. 

IVoni Uie tnne lie h'tt ('amhridge, his resi* 
denrcin winter was in liondon, and in thesuoH 
incr in the country witli hin father's family, as 
h>n^as he lived. Soon after his father^H death, 
at tlie general election in 1742, he was unani- 
mously chosen one of the rf*presentatives for 
the county of Cambridge, from which lime he 
^at ill parliament until the year 1780. During 
these thiity-ei^ht yearn, he represented either 
\i\v eonniy or the bor<)n^\h ol" Cambridge, except 
only for lour years, when, on the call of a new 
parliament in \7o4, he was returned for tlie 
borough of l)unwi<'h, in Suflblk; hut on IiOr4 
l>iji*rMN*s going up to the llouseof I.ords^Mr. 
Ji-;NYNs vacated bin Meat for Ounwieh, and be- 
canie jiL'ain represent Jitive for the borough of 
(Janibiidf^c. in parliament he m^ldoni spoke. 
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although it was allowed thai few men could 
com|)reheiid the force o( argument, or eni))loy 
it with more advanUige; but he was consciou.^ 
he did not possess those requisites tor public 
speaking which are necessary to commaud tlie 
attention of that assembly. 

In the year ] 7o5, his late Majesty appointed 
him one of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Board for Trade and Plantations, at which he 
continued to sit until an alteration was made in 
its constitution by parliament in 1780, and tlie 
business of it transiierred to the great oiiicers of 
itate, and those who are on the list of his Ma- 
jesty's most honourable privy-council. At thi* 
time the present Earl of Carlisle, Mr. Wil* 
LiAM £nEN, now Lord Aucklant), and En- 
WAKp Gibbon^ Esq. the celebrated historian, 
were members of this Board, and Kicharu 
C u M B E H L A N o^ Esq . was secre tary . 

Mr. Jenyns was twice married, first ti> 
Mary^ the sole daughter of Colon ll Soamk, 
of Dereham, in Norfolk, who dying without 
issue, he atlerwards married Elizabeth, daus^h- 
ter of Henry Gkey, Esq. of Hackney, in the 
county of Middlesex) who survived him. tie 
died of a fever, after a few days illness, Dec. 18, 
1787, at his house in Tilney-stroot, Audlcy- 
square, leaving no issue. 

His promising talents were distinguished 
in early life by spriglitly essays and poetical 
ctTusions, and many of the latter form a (-()i)S()i- 
cuQQS part of Dons ley's collection. His lirst 
publication of the serious kind wiis *^/\n Kncjuiry 
iQto the Nature and Origin of Evil" wVuvAv 
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iiiarlr* lis npponratirc in I7«57. Thif important 
finil (*()iii|ili'x quc'hlKiii, it t* allowed, he treated 
iji a new iiianinT, Init it did not prove much 
inorr .siiti^tai'tciry tlian pn'ccdin^ attempts. It 
prnduccd, however^ a critiral diH^crtation or re* 
vicu, <>t unrivalled i'X<*i'lk*iK'c, from tlie pi*nof 
l>r. Jon NsoN. It inav, nidt'cd, be fairly qu&r 
tionc'd, wlutlu'r this is not the very firift ot Dt, 
JonNhoN^ compositions tor strength of argu- 
ment, kccnncsii of reply, and brilliancy of wit 
It tornis, with f^ri-at propriety, a part of his col- 
liTlcd works; tiiry whohave not read it,muybe 
xaul lo want one nios»t ineontestible evidences uf 
liis genius. Tliat Mr. J knyns felt tlie force of 
this powerful refutation may be easily supposed, 
Init it w<Te lo be wished he had not eicpi'essed 
that feclin;^ liy a paltry epitaph on Dr. John- 
j^oN, whieh luui been reprinted in his work^, 
and surdy might have been suppressed without 
injury to his memory. 

In 17^)1 he puhlishe<l two volumes l'.>mo. 
conUiinin;;somepolitieale.'>says and a collection 
of poems. In 17'>7 he gave his opinion on a 
(]U( .stion at that time of great importanee, and 
indeed hitherto unresolved as to any practical 
purpose, ** 'ihc causes and consequences of the 
nigh price of provisions." in this pamphlet 
there* were* some acknowledged truths, but his 
views of the subject were not thought suffi- 
ciently compn'heiisivc. 

His most celebrated performance, ^'Aview 
of the Internal Evidence of the Christian Reli- 
gion/' appeared in 177t>* I'^ew publicatiomi 
have been more generally read dud approved 
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han this, yet his intentions were by some mis- 
•epresentedf and by others mistaken. The truth 
ippears to have been, that at one time of his 
i^ he had read himself into infidelity, of which 
the public was reminded, and he had now stu- 
died himself back to Christianity, which was 
not so generally known. He certainly, how- 
ever, was sincere, however mistaken in some of 
the arguments he produced, the improper ten- 
dency of which were ably pointed out in the 
answers of Dr. Maclaine, Mr. Taylor, and 

others. 

And here it is observable, that in his return 
to Christianity, he seems to have accomphshed 
the wish, and taken the advice, of his potent 
antagonist Dr. JohKson, who, after transcribing 
a beautiful passage from the *^ Origin of Evil," 
adds, " I would not willingly detract from the 
beauty of this paragraph : and in gratitude to 
him who has so well nicuicated such important 
truths, I will venture to admonish him, since 
the chief comfort of the old is the recollection 
of the past, so to employ his time and his 
tlioughts, that when the imbecility of age shall 
Gome upon him, he may be able to recreate its 
languors by the remembrance of hours speiU, 
not in presumptuous decisions, but modest in- 
quiries, not in dogmatical limitations of Oinni* 
polence, but in humble acquiesccace and fer- 
vent adoration. Old age will shew him, that 
much of the book now before us has no other 
use than to perplex the scrupulous, and to shake 
the weak, to encourage impious presuxDptioa, 
or stimulate idle curiositj." 

VOL. 26. d 
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llis next work, however, 'M^i^^quisitions on 
scv(rnil SuhjecU," publisiied in 1780, was not 
uiloi^ttlicr tree i'roni panuioxicul and singular 
opinions, but more harnik-ss in their tendeney. 
iiii'l many part^ of this liltic hook gave proofs of 
slronp^ intellectual powers. 

His bio;i^rapher, Mr. ("olk, hasdehneatcd hit 
eliaracter as a man, in the most favourable hght. 
A^ uu author, Mr. Bukkk said, he was one of 
those who wrote the purest Knp;li&h; that is, 
the most simple and alK)riginal language, the 
]( ast quiiliiiea with foreign impregnation, fie 
had a eritical judgment, an elegant taste, and u 
rich vein of wit and innnour; of the last men- 
tioned ciuality, his papers in the World are uq 
inconsiderable pr(K)fs. 

llis first papfT, No. 1C2.3, is chiefly valuable as 
a general sketch of the prevailing luxury and 
a/recUitions of the a<;c, and mav Ik; considered 
as a histoncal memoir of the **' origin of those 
evils." jNos. 1,33 and I7H are humourous and 
\v ell-drawn portraits ol" two couniri/ gcnl/e/fien, 
whose amusements and understandings i'ornierly 
classed them as a distinet species of human 
beings. The conclusion of No. lofi has a stroke 
not unworthy of Addison — '^ JVIy friend said, 
that I must not positively go, till after to-mor- 
r(»\v; for that he then expected the mayor and 
«> Mermen of his corporation, some of whom 
vvfic Ijuc fious companions, and sung well. This 
rktrrminid me to set out that very evening; 
which 1 dirl with much satisfaction, and nmde 
.<:ll po.-sihie liable, in search of ^i/cncc and Aio//- 
hft/c., to my lodgings, next door to a Orazitr$, 
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t Charing Cross J^ No. 157, on the conduct of . 
lasters and servants, is to be distinguished tor 
he justice of its observations: but in No. \(>S 
re have an excellent mixture of tiie serious and 
umourous, in a vindication of the transnii\j;ra- 
ion of souls. It has been said, our author was 
t. one time a believer in this doctrine, which 
ertainly secures the law of retahation beyond 
11 others, and which all who deplore the crud- 
es inflicted on the innocent and helpless, will 
robably wish to be true. 

Five papers of very considerable merit and 
ovelty, Nos. 27,67, I67, 172, and IQy, were 
Tittea by J. Tilson, Esq. This gentleman, if 
am not misinformed, was the son of Chris- 
OPHER Tilson, Esq. one of the chief clerks 
f the Treasury, who died Aug. 25, 1740, hav- 
ig enjoyed that situation fifty-eight years. His 
on James, our author, was Consul at Cadiz, 
fhere he died about the year 1760. No. 2/ is 
. pleasant ridicule on the fashionable gaming- 
louses in St. James's and St. George's parishes, 
mder the name of Monasteries. Nos. ]67 and 
72 contain an excellent allegory, illustrative of 
lappiness. 

Five papers, chiefly of the serious kind, were 
jontributed by Mr. Edward Loveybond, the 
inthorof some poetical pieces of approved merit, 
■le was the son of a gentleman of fortune in the 
leighbourhood of Hampton*. Of his educa- 
ion little is known, but his writings shew that 
le had not neglected to improve his talents. A 

• Preface to his poems. 
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collection of his poetry was published byb 
brother. The '' Tears of Old May Day/' in N 
82 of the World, is esteemed one of his be 
compositions. Nos. 93 and 94 display son 
just notions of the danger of extremes, and d 
impediments to conversation. In Nos. 132 ai 
1 34 he opposes the common erroneous notio 
on tlie subject of Providence with consideral; 
force of argument, and concludes with son 
ironical remarks, not ill applied. 

No. 12, on the absurd whim for Chine 

architecture and furniture, which prevail 

much at that time, and of which there are si 

some remains in the vicinity of the metropol 

No. 19, on the ignorance of novel-writers, as» 

ject too copious for one paper; and No. 58, 

the calamities incident to male beauty, were t 

production of Mr. W. Whitehead, whose 1 

was written by his friend the late Mr. Ma so 

with a minute detail of his literary progrc 

His principal devotion was paid to the Mus 

The papers he wrote for the World are, we 1 

heve, his only attempts in prose. He held 1 

office of Laureat from 1 757 to his death in 17 

when he was succeeded by Mr. T. Wart( 

As a poet he is generally allowed to rank v 

high among the moderns. Of his drams 

works, the ^^ Roman Father" and the ^' Sch 

lor Lovers" were the most successful. 

No. 79, on the mischiefs arising from putt 
romances into the hands of young ladies; ^ 
156, on insensibles; and No. 202, on n 
mentals, were written by Richard Bereng 
Esq. who was for ipany years Gentleman 
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Horse to his Majesty, and published in 1771 
^' The History and Art of Horsemaaship/* in 
two volumes quarto, illustrated with plates. Of 
the art the writer of this preface has little know- 
ledge, but the history, of which the first volume 
consists, displays much research and acquaint- 
ance with the classics, and with writers of re- 
n\pte antiquity. The Canto on Shakspeare's 
Birth-day, in No. 179^ is ascribed to him in 
Dodsley's collection, where it was reprinted, 
and where are other pieces by the same hand. 
Mr. Berenger was a gentleman of shining 
accomplishments and taste, tt is he, [ suspect, 
whom Dr. Johnson " once named as the 
standard of true elegance*. He died, if I mis- 
take not, about 1782-3. 

The absurd taste for Chinese architecture and 
ornaments is pursued in No. 1 17 by Mr. Mar- 
riott, to whom we are also indebted for the 
excellent vision of Parnassus in No \^\, and 
some humourous remarks on the genteel mania 
in No. 199- This gentleman has been for many 
years better known as Sir Jamks Marriott, 
Knt. L. L. D. judge of the High Court of Ad- 
miralty, which he lately resigned, and master 
of Trinity tjall, Cambridge, which he has held 
since the year l7(i4r.t 

Theadventures of the Pumpkin family, zea- 
lous to defend their honour, in Nos. 47 and (ij, 

• Thrale's Anecdotes, p. 156. 

f I have to acknowledge the politeness with which 
Sir James Marriott permitted me to mention his 
name as the autlior of those papers, and to add a iz'H 
correclions which are iioficed at the cad of xXus Vt^iiaic^i. 

d3 
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which were intended to render the commot ^ 
pretences of duellists ridiculous, were written by fj 
John Earl of Cork and Orrery. No. l6i; ',;. 
partly serious and partly jocose, on the mischiefii ^ 
of a too compliant disposition in a young maoy ". 
is also ascribed to this nobleman in Do ds ley's > 
list; and Lord Orford, in his "Royal and ';, 
Noble Authors," adds No. 185, the whimsical 
complaint of a husband whose wife is too much 
devoted to her father. The character of John 
Earl of Cork, if it does not rise to great ex- 
cellence, docs not suffer much by a comparison 
with his ancestors, who had rendered themselves 
illustrious by bravery, genius, and wisdom. In 
a general taste for literature, or in the politer 
studies, {?ays his biographer, he washy no means 
inferior to his ancestors. The Earl of Orford, 
who is not profuse in panegyric, allows that 
*' though not the brightest of his race, he was 
ambitious of not degoneiating; and united to 
the virtues of his iiimily their love of science 
and of literature." In enuniorating his works, 
Lord Orford mentions his *^ Life of Swift" 
as a vahjable present to the world. Mr. Dun- 
coMRi: celebrates his love i'or truth, and iiis 
pirty His " Lii'e of Swift," however; has been 
severely atlacked, on the score of veracity; yet, 
upon a mature comparison of the other lives of 
tlirit <^xlriior(linary character, it seems to carry 
fonvKtioii hv strono: internal evidence of truth. 
l>r. J(>i!NsoN has turnished us with a singular 
trait in llv character of this nobleman, of which 
llicy who know the world will know the value. 
'* My iricnd, the late Earl of Cork, had a great 
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desire to maintain the literilry character of his 
family : he was a genteel man^ but did not keep 
up the dignity of his riank. He was so general^ 
civil, that nobody thanked him for it*. The 
Eabl of Cork took a more active part in the 
CoNMOissEUR^ as will be noticed in the preface 
to that work. 

To his son, Mr. Hamilton Boyle, after- 
wards Earl of Cork and Orrery, who died 
in 1764, we owe No. 60, on the absurdity of 
giving vails to servants, and No. 170, on osten- 
tatious charity, two papers which, says the editor 
of the Biographia, are drawn up with vivacity, 
eleffance, and humour, and are a full proof that 
if this young nobleman's life had been conti- 
nued, it would have been in his power to have 
added new literary honour to his illustrious 
name and family. 

It may not be improper to notice here, as one 
instance of the public services rendered hy the 
labours of the Essayists, that in consequence 
of their exposing the absurdity and inconve- 
nience of vails, that practice was soon abolished 
by general consent. To the same influence it 
was owing, that the barbarous custom of ex- 
posing the lunatics in Bedlam for money was 
prohibited. It is wonderful how long certain 
practices contrary to sense and humanity are 
continued. M any persons now living may rf*- 
meraber when the objects in the Magdalen hos- 
pital were ^^^posed to the eyes of the audience 
Id t^ chapel during the whole time of divine 

• BoswBLi/s Life of Johnsok, 
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iervicc. Some years hence these t 
not be believed. 

Another nobleman yet remains, I 
iodeed of ouly a single paper,* the • 
William Pulteney, earl of Bath, 
when Mr, Pulteney, the second 
the Guardian was dedicated. . I 
long opposition to Sir Robert Wai 
wrote many pamphlets and papers in ^ 
Fogg's Joumds, and in the Crafts 
is the reputed author of some poetical 
temporar}' subjects. Lord Orford j 
fucterizes him as ^'an author, whose wj 
be better known by his name, than his 
be by his writings, though his prose 
eflecty and his veraes were easy and 
His paper in the World, No. 17, 
racing and on the manners of Newm 
some humour, and too much truth; 1 
it to be forgot that he wrote this live) 
his seventy-first year. His character j 
man has lately been exhibited willi c 
lity and candour by Mr. Com 
" Memoirsof Sir Robert Walpol 

The meditation among the books ii 
the classes of writers on glass in No 
the proposed tax upon good thin;/s, ii 
specimens of easy and natural hum 
from the pen of Sir Uavid Daluy 

•This paper is assigned to Lord BaTii or 
rity of Lord Orford in his ** Royal and 
thors/^and of the late 9^,Ci. CAMBRiDOE,es< 
communiciited to me by his son, the Kc' 

BSLIDGE, 
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Haiies^ barl. one of the senators of the college 
of justice in Scotland, a man of pre-eminen^ 
talents and virtues, and who as a judge, ^ 
scholar, a christian, and a citizen, excelled in 
the respective duties and attributes of these 
characters, and at his death was '* praised, wept 
and honored*' by every friend to wisdom and 
goodness. 

This amiable and learned man was bom at 
Edinburgh, October 28. N. S. 1726, of an il- 
lustrious family, and received his early educa- 
tion at Eton School, from whence he went to 
the University of Utrecht, where he remained 
until after the rebellion in 1 746. He was called 
to the bar at Edinburgh, Feb. 23, 1748, Was ap- 
pointed one of the judges of the court of Ses- 
sion, March 6, 1766, and in May 1776, one of 
the lords commissioners of justiciary, by the 
title of Lord Hailes, the name by which he is 
eenerally known among the learned in Europe. 
He was not only conspicuous as an able and up- 
right judge9 and a sound lawyer, but was also 
eminent as a profound and accurate scholar : 
he was minutely versed in classical learning, the 
belles lettres, and, what is seldom joined with 
these, in historical antiquities, particularly in 
those relating to his own country, to the stady 
of which he was led by his profession. In- 
defatigable in the prosecution of these branches, 
his time was devoted to the promotion of usefril 
learning, piety, and virtue. In all his works, 
which are very numerous,* he discovers uncom- 

• The only complete list of these I have seen is in th^ 
European Magazine for September 179)* 
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mon accuracy^ taste^ and research^ .. His most 
celebrated work is ^' The Annals of Scotland.*' 
He was also one of those who repelled Gibbon'i 
attack on Christianity, by " An Inquiry into 
the Secondary Causes which Mr. Gibbon has 
assigned for the rapid Progress of Christianity^ 
4to. 1786/' To the Gentleman's Magazine^ 
the Biographia Britannica, and to every litera* 
ry publication of eminence, he was an useful 
contributor, and assisted most of the eminent 
scholars and historians of the time in their re- 
searches. His knowledge of literary histoiv was 
very entensive, and was imparted with a n'ank- 
ness which enhanced the value of the faVour. 
He was for some years the correspondent of Dr. 
Johnson, to whose inspection he submitted 
much of his ^^ Annals" in manuscript. He had 
early formed a high opinion of the author of 
the Rambler, and considered him as one of 
the best moral writers England had produced. 
Johnson praised him as " aman of worth, a 
scholar, and a wit." His minute accuracy, and 
acuteness in detecting error, were in unison 
with Johnson's love of truth. *^The exact- 
ness of his dates," said he on one occasion, 
^' raises my wonder. He seems to have the 
closeness of Henault, without his constraint,** 
and this opinion he takes a pleasure in repeating 
in a subsequent lettei to Mr. Bos well ; " Be so 
kind as to return Lord H ai les my most respect- 
ful thanks for his first volume: his accuracy 
strikes me with wonder; his narrative is far 
superior to that of ItIenault, as 1 have for- 
merly mentioned." — " Lord Hailes's Annals 
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of Scotland have not that pointed form which 
is the taste of this age; but it is a book which 
will always sell^ it has such a stability of dates^ 
such a certainty of facts^ and such a punctuali-» 
Xy of citation, I never before read Scotch history 
with certainty/' 

Lest this notice of Lord Hatles should seem 
disproportioned to his share in the World, it 
must be added that in advanced life, he contri-* 
buted to the Mirror, the letter signed Adclus 
in No. 21,, Eutrapeliis in No. 46, Ed. Unt" 
phravilleia No. 56, Eutrapelus in No. 62^'an4 
the whole of Nos. 75, 86, 97 and 98. In viva- 
city and point these papers appear to me to ex-« 
eel what ne wrote in the VV^orld. 

Lord Hailes's answer to Gibbon ^as the 
last work he sent from the press, except a few 
biographical sketches of eminent ScotchmenJ^ 
designed as specimens of a Biographia IScoticanay 
uwork for which he was admirably qualified by 
the extent and accuracy of his literary and bio- 
graphical knowledge; bat the infirmities of age 
were now increasing upon him, and put an end 
to his useful and virtuous life, Nov. 29, 1792. 

No. 36, on the folly of mispending the sum- 
mer in cards and drinking, and the allegory of 
prosperity and adversity, in No. 84, are said, 
ill Mr. IJodsley's list, to have been written 
:•>' Mr. Duncombe; but the allegory was 
^Mitten by William Duncombe, the poetical 
»ud juiscellaneous writer, and brother-in-law of 
lli'r,HEs, and the editor of his poems, who 
Jitd in 1769. His son, the Kev- John Dun- 
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COMBE, of Canterbury, also a poetical and 
miscellaneous writer, was the author of No. 36, 
He died June 21, 1785. Very ample memoin 
of the DuNCOMBEs,father and son, are givenin 
the last edition of the Biographia from materiak : 
furnished by Mr. Nichols. The llev. JoHir . 
DuNcoMBE was the author of some letters in ^ 
the Connoisseur, which will be noticed here* t 
after. 

No. 38, in ridicule of an expensive taste ia x 
furniture, and No. 74, on the manner of passing f; 
the night in the vulgar and fashionable wodi, i; 
with an ode to night, were written by a Mr. . 
Parratt, the author of some poems in Dons- \ 
ley's collection, where he is called Parrott. j 

An iorcnious letter on female dress and paint- \ 
ing, in No. 78, and another in No. 86, on the ^ 
improvement to be derived from the study of \ 
flowers, were written by the Rev. Thomas ; 
Cole, who was some time curate or assistant ; 
preacher at St. Paul's, Co vent Garden, and , 

fublished in 1761 Six Discourses on Luxury, 
nfidelity, and £nthusiasm. He wrote also 
some poems. 

The remaining writers in the World were 
single paper men, but some of them of consi- 
derable distinction in other departments of li* 
terary, or of public life. 

No. 15, containing some strictures on the ab- 
surd novelties introduced in gardening, and a 
humorous description of Squire Mushroom*s 
villa, was written by Mr. Francis Coventrye, 
minister of the donative or curacy oJ[ Edgware^ 
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mthor of " Pompey the little/' Penshurst and 
other poems ia Dodsley*s collection. He 
died of the small-pox about the year 1759*. 

No 26 was the production of Mr. afterwards 
Dr. Joseph Warton. +He had already be- 
gaa to write in the Adventurer, but his 
Iriendship for Moore led him to send this 
paper. 

In the letter from Moore to Dr. Warton, 
already quoted, he says, *^ I need not tell you 
how the World goes. 1 suppose you have heard 
firom DoDSLEY that he prints (2300 weekly. 
When will you have leisure, and when will you 
have inclination to lend me a little assistance f 
Or, in the school phrase, to lend me a little 
sense? I believe this is not the most elegant 
epistle that ever was written ; but you will ex- 
cuse it, I hope, when I tell you tliat I am 
writing in a corn^ of a room ^liere there are 
two card-tables, ahd where there is as much 
noise as at the first night of a new play. But 
to my request. A critical paper or two will be 
of great service tome; for though I am in great 
reputation, I am rather more complimented for 
my manner than matter. With a little of your 
help I may be able to do great things." 

The paper sent in consequence of this ap- 
plication contains many judicious observa- 
tions on simplicity, but w^hy a writer of his 
acknowledged taste should characterize gotluo 
architecture by meanness of manner is wholly 
unaccountable. 

• HiCHoi.8* Anecdotes of Bowyer. 
f Sc5 Prcf. Hist, and Biog. to the AovEiiTiJ^LEiL, 
VOL. 26. e 
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In No. 32, criticiHin \h treated with conil* 
dc'ialiic humutir as u upcc/.c* of diiease, by the 
iii;;eiiioiis and wortliy \lr. Uodert Dooslet, 
(I niuii \vIk> has doscTvcdly obtained a niche in 
thf: lust <'diti(>n of iIk; Hio;:raphiu. It was he 
who Mugii;est(?d the nauK^ World for tbete 
{m|)c;r4, und^ what iH yet more to his praiiei 
tUv fir H thought of Dr. J on Noon's DicUonaij 
was his. 

No. 37 is introduced hy the editor as a letter 
of '^ so much nature and simplicity/' tliat ra- 
ther than curtail it, he thought proper to add 
another half sheet tothtr [mpcr, and it certainly 
merited this distinetion. It is not only the long- 
r'stf hut in many respects oae of the best papery 
in the collection. It expos(*s a too c!ommon 
i;p(*cies of barbarity, with u mixture of gaiety 
and feeling which is irrcsistihlc. It was writtea 
by the celehrated Sir Ciiawt.ks IlANiiuay 
VViMJAMS, K. 15. formerly the Luiglish minister 
at the courts of Berlin and St. IVtersburgh, and 
is the only prose work that came from his pen. 
His piNtins, whicrh are numerous, arc more re- 
markable for case and vivacity, than for deli- 
cacy or original genius. Mr. CoxK has done 
auiple justice to his political character in his 
l.iLe .spl( udid " Tour through Momnouth- 
shire." 

A very humourous letter on posts was written 
hy Mr. W'lLiJAM ilAYWAnn IIobeuts, at 
that time a htuHent of King's College, Cam* 
brid'.e, where he j)roeecHcd lA.A, 1757, M. A* 
i/rto, and S. T. P. 177;^ At this last period 
he was one of tlic fellows of Eton College, and 
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cn the death of Dr. Barnard, he was appoint- 
ed provost of that seminary^ Dec. 1781. He 
published a poetical Essay on the Existence of 
God, 1771, and in 3775 reprinted it with other 
poems, in an octavo volume. The same year 
appeared his '^ Judah Restored/' a poem in six 
books, 2 vols. 12 mo. His poetry indicates con- 
siderable powers, yet is most admired for its pious 
and moral strain. Although using rhime in his 
lesser pieces^ ia his larger works he affected to 
disdain 

— *— '^ that irbn chain 
FoT^M by the hand of some rude Goth, which cramps 
Reluctant s^enius, and with many a fold 
Fast binds^ him to the ground*.** 

Dr. Roberts died at Eton, Dec. 5, 1791 . In 
1794 a posthumous work was published by his 
son, the Rev. W. Roberts, A.M. fellow of Eton 
College, entitled '* Corrections of various Pas* 
sages in the English Version of the Old Testa- 
ment, upon the Authority of Ancient Manu- 
scripts and Ancient Versions.'* 

No. 83, on the manufactory of thunder and 
Kgbtning, a paper which has more various and 
delicately concealed strokes of irony than al- 
most any paper not of Addison's composition, 
was written by Mr. Whitaker, a serjeant at 
law, who is still remembered by many as a man 
of a most facetious turn. He lived the latter 
part of his life at Chertsey. Of his public life, I 

• His poetical epistle to Anstv, author of the Bath 
Guide. 

e 2 
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rcncy to an ac'knowlcd^ed truth or maxim. ' U 
is iM'rhitpH what musiciuns would term a nw 
ili'ttu oil a futniliiir and po|»ulur aubject. 'ilit 
writ«rr was a Mr. (i atakku^ a aurgeon of con- 
fulcrrabli:cmiiu;iirc% and tlic nuthorof aome pf^ 
IrKhioiiul works, ptiblittlicd between the yean 
1754 and 1761. lie wasiiur^eon to hU M** 
jc>»ty*s houH^'liold at the time of hia dealK 
Nov. 17, 17(18. 

Mr. llr.iiuiNO^ wrote No. 1229 on tliedii- 
tr(*HHeH of a physiciuii witiiout patronage : MCi 
MoYi.R, No. lAl, on false honour, and Mr^ 
BuKOEMH, No. ipH, an excellent paper on tha 
ciiHiculty of getting rid ofoneVnelf. Of the« 
^cfnlieiiien, I liavr not been able to procure aaf 
information. TIh* (>de to sculpture in Mo. aoo^ 
was written by Jamkh Scott, 1). D. 

Forty-one of thme pafierH were written bjr 
pemoni unknown to Mr. DontLRY when w 
made out his liht, or who desired that tlieir 
names mi^ht \nt concc'^lcd. That of Lonl 
CuKHTRRFiEi.n was toii^ concealed under the 
mark of four stars, and lus share was not gene* 
rally known until tlie publication of his niisoel- 
luneous works, iiut his papers are not included 
in ili(! ibrty-oiie just mentioned, the lUiUiors of 
which it is impossihle now to discover. Some 
of tlieni will cfrrtainly bear a comparison with 
tlic best papcirs in the work, as No. 62, 63, 64. 
M. 135. 150. 175. 177. 190 and ao8, l>ut the 
rest seldom rise above mediocrity. It has oftea 

* There was abotit this time a Rev. Thomas HEt- 
RiNc, who in 176$ wa« prcbenUary of York« sad 
irxtor of Cullefdcn, Surrey. 
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«n asked why Lord Lyttklton did not 
sist in a work which he so zealously patro* 
aed. Some assistance mi^ht reasonably have 
!en expected from the author of the Persian 
Btters. 

The World was concluded by Moore, 
ec. 3, 1756, No. 209, and Lord Orford, as 
ready noticed, added a '^ World Extraordi- 
ury.** The second edition was printed in six 
dumes, with a dedication to each^ and a very 
w corrections and alterations. All the subse- 
lent editions were contracted into foar yo^ 
mcs, and a list of the authors' names given at 
le conclusion of the fourtli. It has been fre- 
lefitly reprinted, and will probably always be 
&vourite, for its materials are not of a perish- 
iekind. Tlie manners of fashionable life are 
ot so mntaUe in their principles, as is com- 
MHily supposed, and those who practise then^ 
tay at least boast that they have stronger 
amina than to yield to the attacks of wit ov 
totals* 
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rency to aa acknowledged trath or maxim* * 
is perhaps what musicians would term a ro 
deau on a familiar and popular subject. T 
writer was a Mr. Gataker^ a surgeon of co 
siderable eminence^ and the author of some pi 
fessional works^ pufolislied between the yea 
T754 and 1761. He was surgeon to his M 
jesty's household at the time of his deal 
Nov. 17, 1768. 

Mr. Herring*'' wrote No. 122, on ibed 
tresses of a physician without patronage : il 
MoYLE, No. \66y on false honour, and In. 
Burgess, No. 198, an excellent paper on t 
difficulty of getting rid of one's-selr. Of tb< 
gentlemen, i have not been able to procure m 
information. The Ode to sculpture in No. ^ 
was written by James Scott, D. D. 

Forty-one of these papers were written 
persons unknown to Mr. Dodslet when 
made out his list, or who desired that tb 
names might be concealed. That of Lc 
Chesterfield was long concealed under t 
mark of four stars, and his share was not gei 
rally known until the publication of his miso 
laneous works. But his papers are not includ 
in the forty-one just mentioned, the authors 
which it is impossible now to discover. Soi 
of them will certainly bear a comparison wi 
the best papers in the work, as No. 62, 63, i 
66. 135. 150. 175. 177. 190 and 208, butt 
rest seldom rise above mediocrity. It has oft 

• There was about this time a Re?. Thomas Hi 
RING, who in 1765 was prebendaxy of Yotk^ a 
rector of Cullesden, Sunney. 
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n asked why Lord Lyttklton did not 
[&t in a wwk which he so zealously patro* 
ed» Some assistance mi^ht reasonably have 
rn expected from the author of the Persian 
tters. 

The World was concluded by Moore, 
c. 3, 1756, No. 209, and Lord Orford, as 
2ady noticed, added a *' World Extraordi- 
y/* The second edition was printed in six 
umes, with a dedication to each^ and a very 
r corrections and alterations. All the subse- 
*nt editions Were contracted into foar vo^ 
!ies> and a list of the authors' names given at 
r conclusion of the fourth. It has been fre- 
»tly reprinted, and will probably always be 
arourite, for its materials arc not of a perish- 
iekind. The manners of fashionable life are 
t so mntaWe in their principles, as is corn- 
only supposed, and those who practise then^ 
ay at least boast that they have stronger 
amina than to yield to the attacks of wit ov 
((»als» 






Page xxxixy Note* 

Thefe corredions are. 
Vol. 28, p. 73, r. acceflaiy-:-fi, 74^ I. l6| 
« every thing" r. <^ all his effeds." 

Vol. 29, p. 223. 

After N. B. r. '' As the Genteti is fo necefli 
part of an elevated charader." 
Page 6o, for L. T. r. I. T. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE second edition of the World was published m 
Six Volumes ; to each of which was prefixed a J)edica-» 
tion. In ali ^sequent editions it was republished in 
four; and three of the dedications prefixed to the last 
Volume. They are here reprinted together, as hath 
ken done ifoith the Tatler^ SpcctatoVy and Guardian. 



VOL. XXVI. 



THB 



WORLD. 



ORIGINAL DEDICATIONS^ 



I. TO THE RIGHT HOKOURABLI 

PHILIP EARL ot CHESTERFIELD, 

MY LORDy 

1 HAT I presume to dedicate the firfl volume o€ 
The World to Your Lordshipx will I hope be for- 
pven me. It is not enough that I can flatter m}'- 
«elf with having been frequently honoured with 
your correspondence ; I would insinuate it to the 
public, that under the sanction of your Lordship's 
name, I may hope for a more favourable reception 
from my readers. 

If it should be expected upon this occasion, tha^ 
I should point out which papers are your Lordship's, 
and which my own, I must beg to be excused ; for 
while, like the Cuckoo in the fable, I am mixing 
my note with the Nightingale's, I cannot resist th$ 
vwiity of crying out. Bow sweetly wc Bird* sin^ ^ 
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If I knew of liny great or amiable qualification 
tliut your Lord.ship did not really |M)theM, I would ' 
(according to ilie umuiI ruftoni of dedications) be- 
stow it fre(*ly : hut till I am otherwise instructed, I 
shall rcht satisfied with paying my most i^rateful •C' 
knowledgiiiiriiH to your Lordship, aud with tub* 
scrihing niy^'lf, 

I'our 1^)11 OS 11 1 p't 

Obiigrdf and 

Most Obedient Servant^ 

Adah Fitz-Adam. 



^ k £ vrothh. 



il. TO THE HONOtJRABLi 

HORACE WALPOLE, Esq; 

SIR, 

I TAKE the liberty of prefixing your name to A 
volume of The WoRLt), as it gives me an oppor- 
tunity, notonly of making you my acknowledgment! 
fonhe essays you have honoured me with, but also 
bf informing the public to whom I have been 
obliged. 

That you may read this address without a blush, 
it shall have no flattery in it. To confess the truth, 
1 mean to compliment myself; and I know not how 
to do it more effectually, than by thus signifying to 
my readers, that in the conduct of this work, 1 have 
not been thought unworthy of your correspond- 
ence. I am, SIR, 

Your most obedient, humble servant^ 

Abam Fitz-Adam* 



III. TO 

felCHAtlD OWEN CAMBRIDGE, Esq. 

SIR, 
As you have been so partial to these Papers, as to 
thin^ them in some degree serviceable to Morality, 
or at least to those inferior duties of life, which the^ 
Irench call les petit es morales -, and as you have 
8bewn the sincerity of this opinion, by the support 
you have given to them, I beg leave to prefix your 
name to this third volume, and to subscribe myself, 

SIR, 

Your obliged and most faithful 

humble servant, 
Adam FiTa-ADA»r. 
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IV. TO THE RIGHT HOBfOURABLK 

THE KARL OF C O R K K. 

Ur LORD, 

It is usual in churchrs, wlicii an organt an altar* 
])i(;rc, or sorni.' ot|>er valualilc oriianieiit, is given hj 
the bounty of any particular pcfnon, to »«.*! forth ia 
very conspicuous characters tin* nanie of the bene* 
factor. In imitation of tliis custom, 1 take tlie li- 
berty of prefixing your lordship s name to a volume 
of the Would, that I may signify to tlic public by 
nvhose bounty it has \Hicu orfuimented. 

Dut your Lordship is not the only one of your fii- 
mily to whom the World has bef;n indebted ; and 
it is witli great ph.niHure that I embrace this ocoi^ 
sion of making my acknoii^ledgments to the Marl 
orCoKKE, as it gives me an opportunity at the' 
same time of confessing my obligations to Mr* 
Boyle. 

I will not offend your I/irdshipwith the common 
/lattery of dedications, having always observed that 
praise is least pleasing, where it is most due: acoiir 
ftideration that obliges me to add no more, tbaa 
Ihttt I van, 

MY LORD, 

Your Lo R DH H I p'j» Migetl, 
most hvwhic, 

§nd most obedient servant^ 

AdA3I FiT2-ADAIC« 
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V. TO 

SOAME JENTNS, Eaa. 

One of the Lords Commissioners for Trade aad 

Plantations. 

1 o promote the circulation of these small volumes, 
by limiting their number to no more than six, it was 
tixMiglit adviseable to put a stop to the paper of the 
World, at a time when the demand for it greatlj 
exceeded fny expectation, and while it was the only 
fashionable vehicle, in which men of rank and ge- 
mas chose to convey their sentiments to the public. 
To extend this circulation (for I confess myself a 
•df-inierested person) I have separately addressed 
the first five volumes to those of my correspondents 
whose pieces are the most numerous, and whos« 
names and characters do me the greatest honour. 
It will not therefore, I hope, d'lsplease you, if among 
these favourite names you happen to discover your 
own ; it being impossible for me to say any thing 
nore to the aidvantage of this work, than that many 
•f the essays in it were written by Mr. Jektns. 

J am, SIR, 

Your most obliged 
tmd most obedient 
humble servant , 

Adau Fitz-Adax. 
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VI. To Mr. MOORE. 

DRAR ntKt 

Iw ilt«' lint cif ihonvi Vflunn I am proud to rail my 
liivhihtiiiiU ill tliih work,fUirl to tlu* t>riiiri|,ul of \^lioiii, 
HH fur fM iUvy iirv roni<* to my Ktiouh'd^ir, J hiiv# 
flrclinit#rl the foriiHT voltiiiH;H ol'it, to liii\<' utiiitted 
you, iriy \hM iiikI uituvn-ni friend, would Imvi: been 
•trail);'; and uiipardoimhN'. It would liuvi; been 
fitruii^i', tu you arc M-ii*iililcf^ how liigti u n'gard I 
Iiavi; alwny*! | aid to wtiatrVrr chiik; from your 
baiid; and uiij^ardonabli*, lui I am ronviiicx'd you 
U<:v( r t»at down to write me a pajHrr but from oio« 
tivcM of pure l(;v<* and a^retioiL It i« true, ami I 
fcorii U) HattiT irveii in a di;dif:ation, I have not al- 
wayif n*gHrd('d your papi-rn with that degree of ad- 
miration uliic li hdtiw other of my eorrcMpondcatf 
commanded from uw. ; yet m> partial have i U*en to 
your lah'iitf» aiul ahililich, that y(;u munt own I have 
never, through the v/hoie vomtm: of the work, refuiMsd 
any one of your iu('ubrati(;nN: infiomurh that I 
greatly fi-ar my rea^leiH may now-aud-then have 
reanoit to reproach me with having nullercd my 
friendfthip to blind my jud^^ment. 

But h;t Maliee and Knvy ftay their pleonurc, I 
•hall aiwayft aeknowledf^e with gratitude the iiivour 
of your aftHihtaiice in the long (!ont<;ntion 1 have liad 
with the vices and follicH ot the world; and that it 
waD freijuently r>wing to your irciiiieal Miiiile, that I 
have been enableri to rai^e the luu^h of raillery in 
favour of virtue anrl good inannerH. I eonfetiii iti- 
dM'Af an<l you will Uf>i be angry that to youriMilf I 
Ikvow it; the immortality 1 have rcunon to hope for. 
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ises from the conjunction of many higher names 
aan yours, which I have had the honour to associate 
nth me in this favoured undertaking. And here I 
eel my vanity struggling; to get loose, and indulge 
tself in the pleasing theme. The name of Fitz- 
bAM shall be carried down to latest posterity witlv 
iose of his age. the most admired for their genius, 
heir learning, their wit and humour. But I cJieck 
nyself. — I dare not engage in the task of saying 
»hat ought to be said on this occasion, and there- 
ore beg leave to hide my inability in silence. 

You will pardon, sir, this short digression, though 
aotroade in your favour; and be assured, notwilh- 
itanfting all I have said, and whatever I may think 
af you as a writer, as a man I bear you a true affec- 
tiou, take a very interested part in all your con- 
cerns, and should you ever meet with that reward 
from the public, which I think your merits have 
long deserved, { hope you are satisfied that no one 
viU more truly rejoice in your good fortune than, 

PEAK SIR, 

Your Viost affect ionetfe friend, 

and humble servant, 
Adam Fitz-Adam. 
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No, 1. THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 1753. 



Nihil dulctus estf Bene ^[uam muni tattneer4 
Edita docttina iapientum templa serena ; 
J}espicere undc queas alivi, paaimque vidert 
£rrarey atjue viatn palantcis qu^trere vitit* 
Certare in^emoa contendere nohiiitate, 
Nocteis atque dies niti prevstante labore 
jid summas emergere opgSf rerumque pcrfiri. 



LUCRET. 



At the village of Aronche, in the province of 
^stremadura (says an old Spanish author) lived 
ronzales de Castro, who from the age of twelve to 
:fty-two was deaf, dumb, and blind. His cheerful 
ubmission to so deplorable a misfortune, and the 
lisfortune itself, so endear'd him to the village, that 
worship the holy virgin, and to love and serve 
ronzales, were considered as duties of the same 
mportance; and to neglect tlie latter was to offend 
be former. 

* It happened one day, as he was sitting at his 
oor, and offering up his mental prayers to St. Jago, 
hat he found himself, on a sudden, restored to 
11 the privileges he had lost The news ran quickly 
A-ough the village, and old and young, rich and 
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poor, the busy and the idle, thronged round him 
with congnitulations. f 

* But as if the blessings of this life were only | 
given us for afflictions, he began in a few weeks to ^ 
lose the relish of his enjoyments, and to repine 
at the possession of those faculties, which served 
only to discover to him the follies and disorders of 
his neighbours, and to teach him that the intent 
of speech was too often to deceive. 

* Though the inhabitants of Aronche were ai 
honest as other villagers, yet Gonzales, who had 
formed his ideas of men and things from their na- 
tures and uses, grew offended at their manners. He 
saw the avarice of age, the prodigality of youth, 
the quarrels of brothers, the treachery of friends, 
the frauds of lovers, the insolence of the rich, the 
knavery of the poor, and the depravity of all 
These, as he saw and heard, he spoke of with com- 
plaint; and endeavoured by the gentlest admonitions 
to excite men to goodness/— 

From this place the story is torn out to the last 
paragraph; which says, * That he lived to a com- 
fortless old age, despised and hated by his neigh- 
bours for pretending to be wiser and better tlian 
themselves; and that he breathed out his soul in 
these memorable words, that He icho would enjoy 
wany J /lends, and five hajypy in the uorld, should be 
deaf\ dumb, and blind to the follies and vices of it J 

if cjuulour, humility, and an earnest desire of 
instruction and amendment, were not the distin- 
guisliing characteristics of the present times, this 
simple story had silenced hie as an author. But 
when every day's experience shews me, that our 
young gentlemen of fashion are lamenting at every 
tavern the frailties of their natures, and confessing 
to one another wlK)se daughters they have ruined, 
and whose wives tliey have corrupted; not by way 
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of boasting, as some have ignorantly imagined, but 
to be reproved and amended by tiieir penitential 
companions : when I observe too, from an almost-* 
blameable degree of modesty, they accuse them- 
selves of more vices than they have constitutions to 
commit; I am led by a kind of impulse to this 
work ; which is intended to be a public repository for 
the real frailties of these young gentlemen, in order 
to relieve them from the necessity of such private 
confessions. 

The present times are no less favourable to me in 
another very material circumstance. It was the 
opinion of our ancestors, that there are few things 
more difficult, or that required greater skill and ad- 
dress, than the speaking properly of one's self. But 
if by speaking properly be meant speaking success- 
fully, the art is now as well known among us as that 
of printing or of making gunpowder. 

AVhoever is acquainted with the wTi tings of those 
eminent practitioners in physick, who make their 
appearance either in hand-bills, or in the weekly or 
daily papers, will see clearly that there is a certain 
and invariable method of speaking of one's self to 
every bod/s satisfaction, I shall therefore intro- 
duce my own importance to the public, as near as I 
can, in the manner and words of those gentlemen ; 
not doubting of the same credit, and the same ad- 
vantages. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

To be spoke with every Tliursday at Tvllifs head in 
^aU-maU, Adam Fi t z- A d a m ; u'ho after fortij years 
travel through all the parts of the knoxcn and unkiioxcn 
vorld; after having investigated all scienceSy ac- 
quired all languages, and entered into the deepest re- 
cesses of nature and the passions, is, at last, for the 
tmolument and glory of his native country, returned 
ta England; where he undertakes to cure all the dUea«t4 
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of the human mind. He cures It/ingy cheating, «wffr- 
fngf drinking^ gaming, avarice, and ambition in the 
wen ; and ewr//, slander, coquetry, prudert/, ranitif, 
v:anfonness, and inconstancy in the women. He under" 
takes, hi/ a safe s pleasant, and speed ii method, to get 
huslwnds for i/oung 7naid.s\ and good-huTnour for M 
ones. He instructs zcixes, after the easiest and neucht 
fashion, in the art of pleasing^ and widous in the art 
of 7)tourning. He gives common sense to phihsopken, 
candour to disputants, modesty to critics, decencif.fo 
wen of fashion, and frugali^u to tradesmen. For far' 
thcr particulars inquire at the place aJwve-mentioneJ, 
or of any of' the kings and princes in Europe, Anio, 
ylfrica^ or America. 

N.H. The doctor performs his operations by lenitixet 
and alteratives; never appli^ing corrosives, hut when inxf' 
icratc ill habit shave rendered gentler met hods invJ'ecluaL 

\\i\\\\\^ thus satisfied the public of my amarinS 
iibilities, and havinn, no doubt, rai>»f:d its curie )Hty 
to an cxtraordinarv height, I 5>hall descend, all at 
oncf\ frcjiTi n\v doctorial dijinilv, to adches'^ nivselt 
to my readers as the author of a weekly paper ot 
nmust ment, called Tiiy. Woulp. 

My (IcsiL^n in this paper is to ridicule, with novelty 
and i;ood-humour, the fashions, follies, vices, anrl 
absiircliiics of that part of the human speciets which 
calls it<( If the would, anrl to trace it through all 
\\> l)uMnes«, pleasure*^, and cLinuPcments. But thouLili 
niv Subjects will chieflv confine me to the town. 1 
do not mean never to make excursions into ll» 
coiuiiry: on the contrary, when the profits of thcM 
lucul rations have enabled me to set up a one- 
horse chair, I shall take frequent ^cca«ions of in- 
viting iriv reader to a seat in it, and of drivinjr hni 
to scenes of pure air, tranquillity, and innocence 
from smoke, hurry, and intrigue. 



N* I. V O R L D^ Z 

There are only two subjects which, as matters 
stand at present, I shall absolutely disclaim touch- 
ing upon ; and these are religion and politics. The 
former of them seems to be so universally practised, 
and the latter so generally understood, that to en- 
force the one, or to explain the other, would be to 
offend the whole body of my readers. To say 
truth, I have serious reasons for avoiding the first of 
these subjects. A weak advocate may ruin a good 
cause. And if religion can be defended by no bet- 
ter arguments than some I have lately seen in the 
public papers and magazines, the wisest way is to 
say nothing about it. In relation to politics, I shall 
only observe, that the minister is not yet so tho- 
roughly acquainted with my abilities as to trust me 
vith his secrets. The moment he throws aside his 
reserve, I shall throw aside mine, and make the 
public as wise as myself. 

My readers will, I hope, excuse me, if hereafter 
they should lind me very sparing of mottos to these 
essays. I know very well that a little Latin or 
(ireek, to those who understand no language but 
Knglish, is both satisfactory and entertaining. It 
gives an air of dignity to a paper, and is a convinc- 
ing proof that the author is a person of profound 
learnins and erudition. But in the opinion of those 
v\ho are in the secret of such mottos, the custom is, 
as Shakspeare says, more honoured in the breach 
than the observance; a motto being generally (hoscn 
alter the essav is written, and hardlv ever havinj' 
aflinitv to it through two pages together. But th(; 
truth is, I have a stronger reason for declining this 
justoni: it is, that the follies I intend frequently t(i 
treat of, and the characters I shall from time to 
time exhibit to my readers, will be such as tiie 
(if^rks and Ilomans were entirely unacc^uainted^ 

V. iih. 
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It may perhaps l>c cxpcc:t<;(l, before I dismiss ttas 
paper, that I bliould Uike a little notice of my inge- 
nious brother autliorA, wlio are o))Iigitig the public 
i^'ith their duily and |MTiodi(:al labours. With all 
these gentlemen I desire to live in iieace, friendship, 
and good neigli}K)ur)iood ; or if any one of them 
sliall think profHT to declare war against me unpro- 
voked, I hope he will not insist upon my takinc far* 
ther notice of him, than only to say, tis the old ser- 
jcunt did to his ennign wlio wtus Ideating him, / be^ 
Hcch your honour not to hurt youriu'lf, 

ADVERTISEMKNT TO THE WITS, 

Whereas it in expected that the title of this paper 
fciii (H'cajiion certain quips^ cranks^ and conceits at the 
Bedford and other coffee-houses in this totcn : this is 
therefore to fiivc notice, that the words, this is a sad 
uorld, a vain uortd, a dull world, a wretched worldf 
a tri/ling world, an ignorant world, a damned world; 
or that I hate the world, am weary of the world, sick 
of the world, or phrase h to the same effect, applied to 
this paper, shall he voted, by all that hear them, to be 
without wit, humour, or pleasantry, and be treated aC" 
cgrdingly. 
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It is an observation of I/)rd Bacon, * lliat th« 
fame of ('iccro, Seneca, and the younger Pliny, had 
scarce last( rj to this clay, or at Ica^t not so fresh, il 
it had not hvvu joined with souh! vanity and boast- 
ingin th';nis(lvr»: fr^r boasting (continucH that grea) 
wriUr) s(!C'nis to belike varnish, that notoidy makei 
wood sliiiic, but last.' 
II(jw ^TcatJy arc the modems obliged to lor* 
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Bacon for giving another reason for the success of 
the ancients, than superiority of merit ! These gen- 
tlemen have taken care, it seems, to lay on their var- 
nish so extremely thick, that common wood has been 
mistaken Tor ebony, and ebony for enamel. 

But if the ancients owe all their reputation to 
their skill in varnishing, as no doubt they do, it ap- 
pears very wonderful, that while the artiemains, it 
should be so totally neglected by modern authors; 
especially when they experience every day, that for 
want of this coviering, the critics, in the shape of 
worms, have eat into their wood, and crumbled it to 
powder. 

But to treat this matter plainly, and without a 
figure; it is most certainly owing to the bashfulness 
of the modems that their works are not held in 
higher estimation than those of the ancients. And 
this, I think, will be as apparent as any other truth, 
if we consider for a moment the nature and office of 
the people called critics. It is the nature of these 
people to be exceedingly dull; and it is their office 
to pronounce decisively upon the merit and demerit 
of all works whatsoever. Thus, chusing themselves 
into the said office, and happening to set out with- 
out taste, talents,^ or judgment, they have no way of 
guessing at the excellency of an author, but from 
what the said author has been graciously pleased to 
say of it himself: and as most of the moderns are 
afraid of communicating to the public all that passes 
in their hearts on that subject, the critics, mistaking 
their reserve for a confession of weakness, have pro- 
nounced sentence upon their works, that they are 
good for nothing. Nor is it matter of wonder that 
they proceed in this method : for by what rule of 
reason should a man expect the good word of an- 
other, who has nothing to say in favour of himself? 

To avoid therefore the censure of the ct\\.\q,^^ ^\A. 
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to engage tlieir approbation, I take this early opj 
tunity of assuring them that I have the pleasur 
standing extremely high in my own opinion j a£ 
I do not think proper to say with Horace, 

Suhlimi feriam iidera varticct 

or with Ovid, 

Jamqut opus incepi, quod nee yovii tra, nee igneSf 
Nee polerit ferrunty nee edax abolere vetuitas, 

it is because I chuse to temper vanity with humil 
having sometimes found that a man may be too 
rogant, as well as too humble; though it musi 
ways be acknowledged that in affairs of enterp: 
which require strength, genius, or activity, assun 
will Succeed where modesty will fail. 

To set forth the utility of blending these two 
tues, and to exemplify in a particular instance 
superiority of assurance, as I began my first pi 
with a tale, I shall end this with a fable. 

Modesty, the daughter of Knowledge, and 
su RANGE, the offspring of Ignorance, met acci< 
tally upon the road ; and as both had a long wa 
go, and had experienced, from former hardsl 
that they were alike unqualified to pursue t 
journey alone, they agreed, notwithstanding the 
position in their natures, to lay aside all anin: 
ties, and, for their mutual advantage, to travel t 
ther. It was in a country where there were no 
for entertainment; so that to their own add; 
and to the hospitality of the inhabitants, they a 
continually to be obliged for provision and lodgi 

Assurance had never failed getting admitU 
to the houses of the great; but it had freque 
been her misfortune to be turned out of doors, 
time when she was promising herself an elegant 
tertainment, or a bed of down to rest upon. ] 
©ESTY had been excluded from all such hoi 
7 
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and compelled to take shelter in the cottages of th« 
poor; where, though she had leave to continue as 
long as Ishe pleased,, a triJss of straw had been her 
usual bed, and roots or the coarsest provision her 
constant repast. But as both, by tliis accidental 
meeting, were become friends and fellow travellers, 
they entertained hopes of assisting each other, and 
of shortening the way by dividing the cares of it. 

Ass u H A X c E, who was dressed lightly in a summer 
silk and short petticoats, and who had something 
commanding in her voice and presence, found the 
same easy access as before to the caetles and palaces 
upon the way; while Modesty, who followed her 
in a russet gown, speaking low, and casting her eyes 
upon the ground, was as usual pushed back by the 
porter at the gate, till introduced by her compa- 
nion; whose fashionable appearance, and familiar 
address got admission for both. 

And now, by the endeavours of each to support 
the other, their difficulties vanished, and they saw 
themselves the favourites of all companies, and the 
parties of their pleasures, festivals, and amusements. 
The sallies of Ass u range were continually checked 
by the delicacy of Modesty, and the blushes of 
Modesty were frequently relieved by the vivacity 
of Assurance; who, though she was sometime* 
detected at her old pranks, which always put her 
companion out of countenance, was yet so awed by 
her presence, as to stop short of offence. 

Thus in the company of Modesty, Assurance 
gaified tliat reception and esteem which she had 
vainly hoped for in her absence; while Modesty, 
by means of her new acquaintance, kept the best 
company, feasted upon. delicacies, and slept in the 
chambers of state. Assurance, indeed, had in 
one particular the ascendancy over her companion ; 
for if any one asked Modesty whova^ d^xx^Xj^t ^^ 

roL. XXVI, 9 rt 
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was, fthr hliiftlird anr) made no answer ; while As- 
uriiANC'K took th(* arlvHhtagf of li<>r fiiloncc^ and 
InipoiH'd hrrsclt' ii))on the world ua tliu otrspring of 
Knowlr<lm». 

In tliin niannrr did tlie tiavcllcrs pursiin their 
journey; AM^riiANCK tuking tl^' lead thronf;h the 
gri'iil towns and ('iti<s, and up()lo^ixin«; tor tlit* rns- 
ticity of her companion ; whih* Mooksty went 
fun nioflt through the; vil]a(;rs and luunlcts, nnd ex- 
cused the odd be liaviour of Ahsuuanck, by pre- 
senting her as a courtier. 

It happened on<' chiy, after havini; measured a te- 
dious length of road, that they cauu; to a narrow 
river, which by a liasty swell hiul washed away tlie 
bridge tliat was built over it. As they stood upon 
the bank, ciibtin^ their eyes upon tiie opp<^<<ite &;hore, 
they saw at a little distanre a nia(.Miirieent eastle, 
an(i a crowd of pecjple invitint: them to come over. 
AssiriiAVCK, who htopt at n(»thin^% throwinij; aside 
the covering from her limbs, pluniied ahnost naked 
into the stream, and swam safi;ly to the otlurrside. 
MoDKSTV, olVended at the indecency of her compa- 
nion, and diflidenl of her own strenirtlu would have 
de< lined the dantrer; but being inged by AssuR- 
ANCK, and derided for her cowardi<:(» by lh» \n ople 
on th<^ other side, sh(! unfortimatcly vinliired be- 
yond her dei)lh, and op})resHed by her f^ars, as well 
as entangled by her doaths, which v.(*re bound 
ti::htly about her, innnediatcly disappeared, and was 
driven by the current none knows wliillier. It is 
siiid, indeed, that she was afterwards taken uj) alive 
by a fish<3rman upon the Knglish coast, and that 
shortly she will ])v. brought to the metrojUilis, and 
shewn to th(? curious of both sexes with the surprh^ 
ins; Ojionuto Savaok, and the uondt'rfui Pan- 
tju'.k-.Mark. 

A/ibL'iiAXCL, not in the leawt daunted, pursued 
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her journey alone; and though not altogether as 
successfully as with her companion, yet having 
learnt in particular companies, and upon particular 
occasions, to assume the air and manner of Mo- 
desty, she was received kindly at every house; 
and at last arriving at the end of her travels, she 
became a very great lady, and rose to be first muid 
of honour to the queen of the country. 



No. 3. THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 1753. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

Ir I had inclination and ability to do the cruelcst 
thing upon earth to the man I hated, I would lay 
him under the necessity of borrowing money of it 
friend. 

You are to know, sir, that I am curate of a parish 
within ten miles of town, at forty pounds per an- 
num; that I am five-and-thirty years old, and that 
I have a wife and two children. My father, who 
was a clergyman of some note in the country, un- 
fortunately died soon after I came from college, and 
left me master of seventeen hundred pounds. With 
this sum, which I thought a very great one, I came 
up to town, took lodgings in Leicester-Fields, put a 
narrow lace upon my frock, learnt to dance of De- 
noyer, bought my shoes of Tull,^my sword of Becket, 
my hat of Wagner, and my snuff-box of Deard. In- 
short, I entered into the spirit of taste, and was 
looked upon as a fashionable young fellow. I da 
not mean that I was really so, according to the 
town-acceptation of the term ; for I had as great an 
aversion to intidelity, libertinism, gaming, and drunk- 
enness, as the most unfashionable man alive. All 

TOL. XXVI. C 
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that ray enemies, or, what is more, all that mv 
friends cfin say against me, is, that in my dress I 
rather imitateti the coxcomb than tlie sloven; tliati 
preferred good company to reading the fathers; thai 
I liked a diimer at the tavern better than one at t 
private liouse; that I was oftener at the play thaual 
evening prayers; tliat I usually went from the play 
to the tavern again ; and that in tive yeare time I 
spent every shilling of my fortune. They may also 
add, if tliey please, as the climax of my follies, that 
when I was worth nothing myself, I married the most 
amiable woman in the world, without a penny to 
her fortune, onlv because we loved each other to 
distraction, and were miserable asunder. 

To the whole of this charge I plead guilty; and 
have most heartily repented of every article of it 
except the last: I am, indeed, a little apprehensive, 
that my wife is my j)redominant passion, and that i 
shall carry it with me to the grave. 

I had contracted an intiniacv at colWe with a 
young fellow, whose taste, age, and inclinations were 
exactly suited to luv own. Nor did this intimjwv 
end with our studies ; we renewed it in town ; and 
as our fortunes were ])retty equal, and both of us 
our own miusters, we lodged in the same house, 
dressed in tJ^e same manner, followed the same di- 
versions, spent all we had, and were ruined together. 
My friend, whose genius was more enterprizing than 
mine, steered his course to the West Indies, while 1 
entered into holy orders at home, and was ordainec' 
to tlie curacy above-mentioned. 

At the end of two years I married, as I told you 
before ; and being a wit as well as a parson, I made a 
shift by pamphlets, poems, sermons, and surplice fees, 
to increase my income to about a hundred a year. 

I think I shall pay a compliment to my wife's 
oBconomy, when 1 assure you, that notwitlibUuidiu|; 
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the narrowness of our fortune, we did not run out 
above ten pounds a year : for if it be considered that 
we had both been used to company and good living ; 
that the largest part of our income was precarious, 
and consequently if we starved ourselves we were 
not sure of laying up ; that as an author I was vain, 
and as a parson ambitious ; always imagining that 
my wit would introduce me to the minister, or my 
orthodoxy to the bishop; and exclusive of these 
circumstances, if it be also considered that we were 
generous in our natures, and charitable to the poor, 
it will be rather a wonder that we spent so little. 

It is now dwe years and a quarter since our mar- 
riage ; in all which time I have been running in debt 
without a possibility of helping it. Last Christmas 
I took a survey of my circumstances, and had the 
mortification to find that I was fifty-one pounds fif- 
teen shillings worse than nothing. The uneasiness 
I felt upon this discovery determined me to sit down 
and write a tragedy. I soon found a fable to my 
mind, and was making a considerable progress in 
the work, when I received intelHgence that my old 
friend and companion was just returned from Ja- 
maica, where he had married a planter's widow of 
immense fortune, buried her, and farmed out the 
estate she had left him for two thousand pounds a 
year upon the exchange of London. 

I rejoiced heartily at this news, and took the first 
opportunity of paying my congratulations upon so 
happy an occasion. As I was dressed for this visit 
in very clean canonicals, my friend, who, possibly, 
had connected the idea of a good living with a good 
cassock, received me with the utmost complaisance 
and good-humour ; and after having testified his joy 
at seeing me, desired to be informed of my fortune 
aiul prefcrnient. I gave him a particular account 
ot all that had happcjied to me since out se^'OuT^\!\o\i\ 

c2 
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i'lifi I Mill lii<li <l wiili ;i viTV liliinl rpfj'irs*, |||j»* Un 
^M'mM It iirl nil- liltv ^Miiiii .IS Id |i;iv lliV rli tits v.iih, 
.-Mi'i \^t liKiki- IIH- till- )i,lp|iH".| f lll.ilr >Mthlll lil^- hijjil 
fil iriurt.illtv. 

\ iln n wA'- •'Oiiii'tliiii',' riiriniiw ill iiiv rrii'Mri's nn- 
*■•♦ I Im lliii rr»|iM'sl, I »ili.ill ^'ivf It to \iiij wr»r.I lor 
vi>i«l, ;i<i ii«-.i| its I r.iri iriiMiiiIxT It ; liiiLlkili^ t!lf: 
vlinl- '-|ii(« h 111 il:ili< ^, lliiit my own iiitciniplKiiiK 

111 I', lii't )i«- III! lilkl M. 

/'/'//;/ fninni\ I .tint sn ymi Imrr tUfi ymirhrtf in Hrlit 

tlUij tun fnimn/.\ tiu a/i///#/i;m / WiMjiii avirv Irill*', sir. 

./'/. f'l/t I mm ft .so. littii'niinnis /« thr *nim ifuu lifut; 

mni jH I fiitfhs QUI/ innihl think it hard if I rrfuf'nl Ivnd- 

in II it, I siitiiiM inrirc'l. / hnrit you uui/fi/. J jet 

Hit sir ''j'/jiri'^ to ill*- iv.« lilnirr;. Can ifuu fhnn^rnie 

a Ininflivii pntinti nntr ^ Who I, vir ? Yoii srir|iri/f inft. 

Iliii\ Jfthn ! fiijiiTS .lohii) }irl chniif^v Jnr a hiwdrrd 

fiinniil nntr: I uunt tn hnti this frvnthnnin Mon/f /no/iejf 

— f>r — /lo, /Hi ; I Hhii/i't vnnt ifi/u Tl <\il .lolm). / 

lirliiir I hn\r fn/t tf nninrns in /ntf jinrhrt , Yin/ mtUf 

yit thr nthrr trn soniruhrrr t'/sr, Onr, tuo^ thfiT^' 

////, thrrr nrv jn.st fuitii f^ninins. Ami /irfii/^ sir^ whrM 

tin i/iiu intrnil to jn/i/ ;;//'•' I liiid ratlwrr li«' rxcii.scd, 

J II, lioiM t;il.iii«; :uiy ; | rjirj not r\}M't lo h*^ so liior- 

ti'i«'l. Eitrm (f^iinrr, sir, is thr xitrr roml tn /nnrfiH' 

cnlntii. I must drill jilainl If \iifh ifni/, II r that Irndt 

his ninnnf hiis n riisht to drill plain I ij. You hritf/n thr 

•inn hi a.ith iilunil tun thnuMunI jniund.\ in i/nnr fnu hf.^^ 

>!■■ f -lit mi liiiiirlic'l, sii. ////// thrsr .Sf't* ///'/// huwh.d 

jinuinls^ I th'nh^ Inslrd i/nu nhnul fur i/rnr.s. Ti .ji*, 

• II. I'itr timrs thrrr firr /iftrrn. — ///, i.nu lit i '/ nt thr 

ti/fi (if nhnul thrrr hundrrd nnd fi/f 1/ /"/unds n i/mr. 

.Ifhr Ihis^ us ifnu Irll mr i/nur*il/^ i/nu luinid * ujt'f' : 

find ln'ruu\r fnrli/ jmnnds 11 iirin .1 //■• //// iirn,rii\r fin\ 

iinu irni fnud nihj frff in Imr nnd nitfiii'l n •'•■ ••• I'l. 

D'l iff/u I hull, ^ sir, thill if I had in/mhd to ////'< '/ a 

f'.'."^///', I shniild hair \pi nl vni fni I unr as / d/i ' \nj 
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tir; I married a uoman of fortune, great fortune ; 
and so might j/oV'^JVkat hindered you ? But I say no-' 
thing against your xcife. I hope you are both heartily 
sorry that you ever saw one another's faces. Are your 
children boys or girls ? Girls, sir. And I suppose I 
am to portion them. ? But I must tell you once for all, 
sir^ that this is the last sum you must ex-pect from Me. 
I hare proportioned my expences to my estate, and will 
not be made uneasy by the extravagance of any man 
living. I have tuo thousand a year^ and I spend two 
thousand. If you have but forty, I see no occasion 
for your s]>ending more than forty, I have a sincere 
regard for you, and I think my actions have proved it; 
hut a gentleman, who knows you very well, told me yes- 
terday, that you were an expensive, thoughtless, extra- 
vagant young fellow. 

I know not to what length my friend would have 
extended his harangue ; but as I had already heard 
enough, I laid the forty guineas upon the table, and, 
like lady Townly in the play, taking a great gulp, 
and swallowing a wrortg word or two, left the room 
without speaking a syllable. 

I have now laid aside my tragedy, and am writing 
a comedy, called, The Friend. I do not know 
that I have wit enough for such a performance ; but 
if it be damned, it is no more than the author (though 
a parson) will consent to be, if ever he makes a se- 
cond attempt to borrow money of a friend. 

Your taking proper notice of this letter will 
Qblige 

Your humble servant and admirer ^ 

T. IL 

To gratify my correspondent, I have published 
his letter in the manner I received it. But I must 
entreat, the next time I have the favour of hearing 
Ifoni him, that he will contrive to be a little more 
Mw in lu4 subject: for I am fully peTSu^t^"^^^ >io5^ 



r; V fi II f. p, M i« 

niiiif' iiinr ii-it r.fiMi-. Imuilii <!, n^ \Vf il rlt-irv ill 
l.iitv, uiif) li,i\ ■ liiiMM'Mil iiiiiiii'\ lit tlifir liirtidiit 
liiM- li< < II 1li-.il(-i| t-%ii(lh III 111'' - .iliir IIMIlllcr. 
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I It ilii- iiif* i*.iiiiii>iiil III' iiiv f.iir P'li'liT-, •A\u\ fft 

M ' "lll'll' li'l l<i tlir 111 ;ili filfl>|ir.|ir<i|i(^l Ml lll<-, I iil|('4 

I'l >ri« iM I , I •ii.ill i\i v<ji<' till . iLii't II lfill'i\%ini' |m)H*r. 
li I'll '.Inis I :iiii I'liiii'.' tf> ti'll tlif-iii r.lioiiM rli-rrrve 
lip If :i|'|iiiiliiilM»ii, till V :il<' to fliiiiik ill*' liilfilii'ifM 

il<i I'MIi- ImUII *vllfMll I li:iri |l ; llllfl wllfllin- ftfhlf'Mi% 
thl il.r , ol lirjiii' till- Ifiirji'l . ol lilt If own llflvCM- 
liir«--. 

\ii « uiiii«iil iiMi«'inil III til*' rilv, wlinti: rral 

II iiiii' I -liiill ( mil I .il iMiflf I t|i;if. oj WiImiii, v-ii« 
iiMiiii-'l I'l ;i ):irlv ')t ( nir I'li-iiililf ffilliitic. iLiirt iiinrr 
lii'ill. 'I li'V ll'.''l liiiijillv l'»:.»i'lliri Inr ^ol||f■ v«*iir*, 
rvHh ii(»l)iii|i' tf> (Il liiili IIhiii liilt Itif •"iLtit ol rlill' 

• ■ 

'lr«n, '1 III- liii-l>:iii(|, who '.iiw him-flt im liri I'Vi-rr 
*l.i' , "ifw iiii|iatii lit tni ill! Inn ; uiiri tirt tiuif: riltti'T 
l< < iit-(l ill. Ill lit' i«-ii'.(-f| t.lii- lio|i<-n ol' one, ill- liiTiiiii^ 
|»- »|i 'M'l-) iiirlilti-M lit, niid ;il jii'il iivi-ifi*' to hin wil''. 
'Ilii . < Irih."*- Ill jjii iiMi-f iKih wiin tlji' Im iiVK; t ntlli'' 

r • 

tl'ill ti; lid ; yi'l ifj ^H'lilli* \-iv\ h<-( lll^)Mlhl1lOlJ, lli'U 
■ If- ii-|M(»:i( ii< 'l liiiii only uitli I hi ti-:Li;i ; iinrl hi Morn 
V nil tlm-f, IjiiI. U'Ih'ii ii]ilii:iirliiiii'i iiikI ill ii'-.ii;^'' Min'i<' 

III I iiii;iiiii- to n"Ui:iiii llifiii. 

Il I'l 11 iiiit\iiii witti hoiiH* iii:iMi«''l pliiiofoiilif n, 
ill it till' tf'iiin ol ti wit«- nil' a|tl to w;k.Ii siviiv |>|tv 
li'iiii III' Ik iiil. Ill' SI liir.hiiii'l. Ml. WiK'iii Mill pill' 
'i-Mi iiM- il I riiiil-. Iiiiii, lit tlj:ii linii', iiiiioiiL', till"-" 
j !■ I«; .M|,l|« f • . Ill Im'I I.iti Iv liic-'l :i lo'l;.'!!!'.', Ill ll''' 
' ''iiit> 1 > , III il •«iii;ill 'II' l.iii' <- Il f Mil I'i'Vii, wliitli' r II'' 

II iiiiJIv I' liii'l III til'- *•» 1 iiiii)', I'l jiv'imI ' ;ri In- r.ilk'l 
i" , : '" j ' ; .- . iitl'iii » ol III . ^. II'-. 
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In this cruel separation, and without complaint, 
she passed away a twelvemonth ; seldom seeing him 
but when business required his attendance at home, 
and never sleeping with him. At the end of which 
time, however, his behaviour,, in appearance, grew 
kinder ; he sa,w her oftener, and began to speak to 
her with tenderness and compassion. 

One morning, after he had taken an obliging leave 
of her, to pass the day at his country lodging, she 
paid a visit to a friend at the other end of the town ; 
and stopping in her way home at a thread-shop in a 
bye-street near St James's, she saw Mr, Wilson cross- 
ing the way, and afterwards knocking at the door of 
a genteel house over against her, which was opened 
by a servant in livery, and immediately shut, with- 
out a word being spoken. As the manner of his en- 
trance, and her not knowing he had an acquaintance 
in that street, a little alarmed her, she inquired of 
the shop-woman if she knew the gentleman who 
lived in the opposite house. * You have just seen 
him go in, madam,* replied the woman. * His 
name is Roberts, and a mighty good gentleman,^ 

they say, he it--. His lady' At those words ^Irs. 

Wilson changed colour; and interrupting her ■ 

'His lady, madam!-- — I thouii^ht that Will 

you give me a glass of water ? This walk has so tired 

me Pray give me a glass of water 1 am 

quite faint with fatigue.' The good woman of the 
shop ran herself for the water, and by the ad- 
ditional help of some hartshorn that was at hand, 
Mrs. Wilson became, in appearance, tolerably (!om- 
po5:ed. She then looked over tlie threads she 
wanted, and having dei>ired a coach might be sent 
for, * I believe,' Faid she, * you were quite fright- 
riifcd to i've me look so pah' ; but I had walked a 
great VvjLv, and shouhl ctrtuinlv have fainted if ! 
hjid not >up|><*.(l into your i:lio\i.--'lWt vou NWix^^ 
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talking of tlio gr*rit1ciniiii ovrr tlio waj'-^I fuiicu 
I kiifw him; hut his imiiic is llohrrts, you M 
Is )if iL iiiaiTitMl niiiii, pniv^ ' Thr happi'M in tl 
udiifl, riijifhiin (n'turiicd th(^ thn'arl-woiimii) he 
^otKirrt'iilly tniul (if rhihh'cn, iiiid to hi^ ^nat j( 
his hicly is ikiw lyiiij;-in <»t' lirr lirst <-hiin, v.hirh 
to !)(' ( hristciK rl this i'MMiintr; :iti<l us fiiM> :i Ixr 
th« V say it is, ns rvrr was scni/ At thi« iiioiim.m 
nnd us ^(l()(i i'nrtiiiK* would have it, for the saving 
ik-coikI doM' of hartshorn, th<' roach that was up 
lor ranw to th(* door; into which Mm. Wilson ir 
iMcdiatcly stf pt, after hcsilatin'^ nn a|K)lo<^' for ll 
troiihir she had fiivcn ; and in which c(}ach wr> sht 
leave her to n*tuni hon»<', in a'l af^ony of ^ri 
which her^'If has told nio sht; was novcr able to d 
t( rilx'. 

The n-ach'rs of this little history Imvn born ii 
formed that Mr. Wilson had a ronntry lod^^inji, 
wliich he wjis supposed to retire nlinoft every «jvci 
in^ since his (hsa^reement with his wife. ; hiit in fm 
it was to his house ncir St..fanM*s*s that li<*coiist«int 
went. lie had indetd hired the; lodf;inus ahov 
mentioned, hut from another motive* than merely 
shun his wife. The occasion was this : 

As he was saimterin«' one dav throuiih th«' hin 
ca^e walk in Ihepjirk, he saw ayounj; wornan ""itlii 
uloneupon one of the Lenches, whO)thou<;li pi.iini 
v/as neallv dre"-(*d, and whose air and maniu r di 
lin'.Miished h< r from the h)w<'r class of women. I 
(hew nearer hi her without l><'in^perceiv<'d, and su 
in her countenMnce, which innocence and ueau 
adoriic'l, the most composed Picl'miholy tlial c; 
he imai:.i!M*(l. 1 h* stood loo!- in;/, at her for son 
time; which she at liust p<'>*(<i\ ,n'.!, sl;irt<.'d fnnu hi 
h'iit in som«! confut-ion, and end'MVJMircd tt» a\o 
him. The fejir of 1 )sin^ !»'t n.wi' him courajj' 
V] «4ik to licr. lie bc^fjcl purdun fur <ii^lurbin^ ht 
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and excused his curiosity bv her extreme beautv, 
and the melancholy that was mixed with it. 

It is observed by a verv wise author wlxse name 
and book I forget, that a woman's heart is never so 
brim-fiill of aiTlictioi^, but a little flatten*- \n\\ in- 
sinuate itself into a comer of it ; and as Wilson 
was a handsome fellow, with an easy address, the 
lady was soon persuaded to replace herseli' upon the 
bench,* and to admit him at her side, Wilson, 
who was really heart-struck, made her a thousand 
protestations of esteem and friendship; conjuring 
her to tell him if his fortune or services could con- 
tribute to her happiness, and vowing nei er to leave 
her, till she made him acquainted with the cause of 
her concern. 

Here a short pause ensued; and after a deep sigh 
and a stream of tears, the lady began thus : 

* If, sir, you are tlie gentleman your appearance 
speaks you to be, I shall thank Heaven that I have 
found you, I am the unfortunate widow of an 
officer who was killed at Dettingen. As he was 
only a lieutenant, and his commission all his for- 
tune, I married him against a mother's consent, for 
which she has disclaimed me. How I loved him, 
or he me, as he is gone for ever from me, I shall 
forbear to mention, though I am unable to forget. 
At my return to England (for I was tlie constant 
follower of his fortunes) I obtained, with some 
difficulty, the allowance of a subaltern's widow, 
and took lodgings at Chelsea. 

* In this retirement I wrote to my mother, ac- 
quainting her with my loss and poverty, and de- 
siring her forgiveness for my disobedienc(i; but th<J 
cruel answer I rcceivc'd^rom her determined me, at 
all events, not to trouble her again. 

* I lived upon this slender allowance with all 
imaginable thrift, till an old ollicer, a friend of 
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n\\ liii-tKinfl, flisi-(i\rrf'l im- at < liiin.li, nriH iiudu 
iii«' ii M il. To llii« «:('iitl<'iii. Ill's liniiiity I have 

liiM" III rii ill'lf lilril tnr IMI MlilMlit \ nt'lWt-lltN pdlllKK 
ill i|ii;trt( riv |):iViiu-lits. As he U:i^ |>iiii(-tii;il in tlifsu 
|i:i\iMi-iii^, V. Iii( h V.I M- .i|v .,' •> iiiM'li' iiir (Iir niiiriiing 
tli« V ljf cjiiiH' HiH', jiii'l \ • •^lii«';i\ lMiii;» i|ii;irli r-r|iiy, 
I WMiitli'i'f (I I III iiliti A'.'. Iiiiii iiiir Ik iiid iVmn hiiii. 
KmiIv this iiKiiiiiii!.' I ualM'd iVoin ('In Ur:i to in- 
qiiin- tor liini :il his lo<h>inns in I'iiJI-MMlJ; Jiiit how 
lih.'ill I t<'ll \oii, sii, tin- lit ws I ]< ami then- p^Tlils 
fri<-ii/l ! this ;.rii(riMis tind clisintrnstrc! f'ricnri! 
Wiis kilhd vf'^h rdiiy in a rliirl in Ilvdc-park.' SliQ 
»to|)t line to i;i\f \i-nt to a torrent (»f tears, and 
then |iro<errh'(|. * | \\.\s stt slinmed lit this iii- 
telJivrnr-i' thai I kiHW not whither to ;;o. Chanc'*- 
fiirire tli'iii ehoi( e l)roii;'li1 me to this place; >vh(:ro 
if I have round a lif n« t'.i< tor --and iiifh ed, sir, I 
liavc iH-cd of f>iie«-I .shall rail it the liappi^'ht ao 
cidciit of my lile.' 

The widow I iifled her j forv, which was literally 
true, in '^o eii:M"iii" and i-ih i« -.tin;^ a maiiiier that 
Wilson was .'•niie an a'»e m love in a lew minutcH. 
lie. thatiLed lier lor the confid' lice she liad pjarcrl 
in him, and '-■wore ne\er to desert licr. lie then 
re(jnest<'d tlie jpiiajiir «il' atl'-iidin-; her home, to 
which >he nadily consented, waikm*^ with him to 
iJiickinL'iKini ;M'e, where a co:h li was cjdli'd, which 
fO!i\eyed them toCheI.ea. WiUon tlined with IhT 
thiit dfi\, and look |iid!.'in;.,s in the f-ann- house, rjill- 
in;4 hiniHeir ll()l)ert>., and a simple man. These wero 
thelodf'in^'s I have mentioneil liel'on ; wh're,|)y nn- 
lioimded /M-ncrositv and constant a'-^i-inities, he tri- 
iimphed in a lew weeks over the hononr ol' this laic 
widow. 

I sli.dl slop a moment here, to r-anfion lliove \ir- 
tnons witlow;. who are my leadeis, a'/aiipl. t<»o lia:^tv 
n /Ji'J^cJjei' oi' thi.j cvunt. l\ they please tu c'<aibidi:r 
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the situation of this lady, with poverty to alarm^ 
gratitude to incite, and a handsome fellow to in- 
flame, they will allow that in a world near six thou- 
sand years old, one such instance of frailty, even in 
a young and beautiful widow, may possibly have 
Itt^pened. But to go on with my story. 

The effects of this intimacy were soon visible in 
tiie lady*s shape; a circumstance that greatly added 
to tlie happiness of Wilson. lie determined to re- 
move her to town ; and accordingly took the house 
near St. James's, where Mrs. Wilson had seen him 
^ter, and where his mistress, who passed in the 
neighbourhood for his wife, at that time lay-in. 
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[Conclusion of the Story of Mrs, Wilson.] 

1 RETURN^ now to Mrs. Wilson, whom we left in 
« hackney-coach, going to her own house, in all the 
inisery of despair and jealousy. It was happy for 
lerthat her constitution was good, and her resolu- 
tion equal to it ; for she has often told me that she 
passed the night of that day in a condition little bet- 
ter than madness. 

In tlie morning her husband returned ; and as his 
licart was luippy, and without suspicions of a dis- 
covery, he was more than usually complaisant to 
ier. She received his civilities with her accustomed 
cheerfulness ; and finding that business would de- 
tain him in the city for some hours, she determined, 
wliatever distress it might occasion her, to pay an 
immediate visit to his mistress, and to wait ther« 
till she saw him. For this purpose she ordered a 
loach to be c^^d, ^nd ia her handsomest undreis. 
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And with thi; most compoiied countenao 
drove; dircTtly to tli<; house. She inquire 
door if Mr. UoIktIh wan within; and Ixnnga 
no, but that he dinted at home;, Hhe asked f 
hidVf and it' hhe was well enough to ttceco 
udrhng, th;tt as she came a great way, and h 
uvHh with Mr. UobcrrlB, she should be gladtc 
him in liis lady's apartment. The servant 
nu'diately up stairs, and as quickly returne* 
nll•^.sa<;e Irum his mistn;ss, that she would be 
tee hrv. 

Mih. Wilson confesses that at this fnome 
withstanding the resolution she had taken, h< 
totally forsook her, and that she followed 
VHUt wilii her knees knocking tog(*ther, anc 
paler than death. Sh(M*ntered the n>oni w 
l.idy was sittii^, without remembering on \ 
raiid she camt;; but the sight of so nnich bea 
the elegance; tiiat adorned it, brought every 
h(*r thoughts, and left her with no other po^ 
to fling herself into a chair, from which she i 
fell to the groutid in a fainting fit. 

The whole house was alarmed upon this c 
and every (jik! busied in assisting the Strang 
most of all the mistress, who was indeed c 
mami disposition, and who, perhaps, ha 
thoughts U) disturb her than the mere feelin, 
manity. In a few mirmtes, however, and ^ 
proper apjilications, Mrs. Wilson began to 
She looked round her with amazement at t 
recollecting where she was; but setting hen 
porUid by li«ir rival, to whose care she was 
oblig(;d, and who, in the tenderest distress 
quiring how she did, she felt herself relapsii 
hecond lit. It was now that she exerted all 
rage slie was mistress of, which, together 
flood of teari that came to her relief, ena 
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(when the servants were withdrawn) to begin as fol- 
lows. 

* I am indeed, madam, an unfortunate woman, 
and subject to these fits ; but will never again be 
the occasion of trouble in this house. You are a 
lovely woman, and deserve to be happy in the best 
of husbands. I have a husband too; but his af- 
fections are gone from me. He is not unknown to 
Mr. Roberts, though unfortunately I am. It was 
for his advice and assistance that I made this visit ; 
and not finding him at home, I begged admittance 
to his lady, whom I ^longed to see and to converse 
with.' * Me, madam !' answered Mrs. Roberts, 
with some emotion, ' had you heard any thing of 
me?' ' That you were such as I have found you, 
madam,' replied the stranger, and had made Mr. 
Hoberts happy in a fine boy. May I see him, madam ? 
i shall love him for his father's sake.' ' Plis father, 
taiadam ! returned the mistress of the house, his 
fisither, did you say ? I am mistaken then ; I thought 
you had been a stranger to him.' * I'o his person, 
I own, said Mrs. Wilson, but not to his character ; 
and therefore I shall be fond of the little creature. 
If it is not too much trouble, madam, I beg to be 
obliged.' 

The importunity of this request, the fainting at 
first, and the settled concern of this unknown vi- 
sitor, gave Mrs. Roberts the most alarming fears. 
She had, however, the presence of mind to go her- 
self for tlie child, and to watch without witnesses 
Ihe behaviour of the stranger. Mrs. Wilson took it 
in her arms, and bursting into tears, said, * 'Tis a 
sweet boy, madam; would I had such a boy! 
Had he been mine, I had been happy!' With 
these words, and in an agony of gi ief and tender- 
ness, which she endeavoured to restrain, she kissed 
the /hild, and returned it to its mother. 

VOL. XSVi, D 



3fi TfoniD. N^fci 

It was 1i>i|>)n' ftir tliat la<ly that slio hocl an excuse 
to \r,i\*' lilt- room, silt' had s( rii iiiifi lif;arcl what 
xiwuU' Iht ^liiiildrr tor hcrsclt': mid it wtu not till 
ht.iMc miniiti •<« iiltt T liiivin;; d( Tivtrcd the iiiftUit to 
1!^ iiursr, th::t >1m' had rt'sohilioii (Mioiigh to rctunu 
Thi's hoth M' itcd tht'iiiM'Kcs aj^aiii, und a nidan« 
f ho{\ hiliiirc foHowrd lor boiiu! time. At lust Mrs. 
Itolx'rts h4-;::iii thus. 

' ^'ou art' unhappy, madam, that you have nO 
rhild ; 1 pray Ih'axni that mine hf not a ^ricf to nic. 
Ihit 1 ('(tiijiirt \ou, hy the ^ooihirhs that appicars in 
\on, to a( <|t::>iiit me with y(»ur story. IVrhupsit 
<-oii(-i'nis Mf-; I have a proi^hctic heart that tells ni6 
itdot-^. Ihit whatever I mav suiler, ur whetherl 
li\e or die, I will i)e jll^it toyiii.' 

^Mr^.\Vil-<Mi was so allected with this gcnerosityi 
that she po.. ilijy had discovered herself, if a loud 
kiioekiii^ at the (h)or, and iiniiii'(hately after it tlie 
entranr<'of la rhii^haiiri iiiio the room, had nutpre^ 
vent'-d her. lie v.-a*" mo\ing towards his mUtre99 
V. ith the iilniost eheerriihiess, when the sight of her 
vi^il(lr li\ed him to a spot, and strurk him with an 
astonishment iiot to ix'deserihed. Tire eyes of lx)th 
l.uli.'s wereatonci' ri\'iled to his, which soinereosed 
his confusion, that Mrs. WiNon, in pity to what he 
felt, and to relieve her eom])anion, spoke to him as 
follows: ' 1 do not wonder, sir, that you arc sur- 
prized at n.-ein;^ a perfect slranij^er in your house; 
Init my bMsine>s is with Ihe master of it; and if 
you will ol)liL;e me with a hearing in another rooDi) 
it will add to the ( ivilities which your lady has en- 
tertained me with.' 

Wilson, who exported anotlier kind of greeting 
from his wife, was so revived at her prudence, tliat 
his})()wers of motion b(?«^an to return ; and, quitting 
the room, he conducted her to a i)arlour beloMi 
Qtuirs. They were uo sooner entered iuto this par- 
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lonr, than the husband threw himself into a chair, 
feing his eyes upon the ground, while the wife ad- 
dressed him in these words. 

* How I have discovered your secret, or how th^ 
discovery has tormented me, I need not tell yon. 
It is enough for you to know that I am miserable 
for ever. My business with you is short ; I have 
Only a question to ask, and to take a final leave of 
you in this world. Tell me truly then, as you shall 
answer it hereafter, if you have seduced this lady 
under false appearances, or have fallen into guilt 
by the temptations of a wanton ?' I shall answer 
you fpresently, said Wilson; but first I have a 
question for you. Am I discovered to her ? And 
does she know it is my wife I am now speaking to ? 

• No, upon my honour,' she replied ; * her looks 
Were so amiable, and her behaviour to me so 
gentle, that I had no heart to distress her. If 
die has guessed at what I am, it was only from the 
concern she saw me in, which I could not hide 
fix)m her.' You have acted nobly then, returned 
Wilson, and have opened my eyes at last to see and 
to admire you. And now, if you have patience to 
hear me, you shall know all. 

He then told her of his first meeting with this 
lady, and of every circumstance that had happened 
•ince ; concluding with his determinations to leave 
ber, and with a thousand promises of fidelity to his 
wife, if she generously consented, after what had 
happened, to receive him as a husband. * She 

must consent,' cried Mrs. Roberts, who at that 
moment opened the door, and burst into the room ; 

* she must consent. You are her husband, and 
may command it. For me, madam/ continued shf% 
turning to Mrs. Wilson, * he shall never sec nut 
more. I have injured you through iguornnce, but 
will atoue for it to the utmost, lie is vour tvv3&- 
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ImikI, marl:iin, nrnl vimi must rrri^ivc kiin. II 
li^tMicd to \N|i:it h.is |iaHM>(l, find iim now her 
join my cntriiilii'H nitli lii«f, that you niuy be hi 
for rvrr/ 

To rchitc (ili (hat was said ii|Kin this orraHion w 
Ih' to extend my storv to luiothcr |)a|>«*r. Wi 
was fill Hiilinn*(Mon luid iiT'lcnowlcdginviit ; thr 
fried and douhti;d,ahd the withjw vowi;d ari tU 
M'paration. 'IVi he iw short un |K>fwible, the ham 
of the niariied eonple wuh fix(,-d frciin Uiat 
l*he widow uhh hundMiinrly provided for, ami 
ehild, at the re()ne.st ai' Mfh. WiJMin, taken hon 
hvr own hotiM* ; where at the end of a year ihe 
hit hiippVi after all her diHtr«:M(eri, lui to present 
with a hifiter, with whom Im: m to divide his fat! 
fortnne. I lis mother retinrd into the couutry, 
two yearn after, wuh mtLrri(*<l to a ([gentleman of | 
worth; to whom, on hin fimt propotials to her 
related every eirr.nniHtanre of lier ntory. l*he 
pays her a visit every year, anri in now wiU" 
MHter u)Hin one of theru; vinitK. Mr. WilHon in 
A'ctly hanpy in hin wife, and has ftent nie, in his 
hand, this moral to his story: 

* That though prudenei: ,anrl generosity niii) 
always tx: snfli(-i('nt to hold the henrt of a 
band, yet a ronstunt perM'veranee in th(;iii 
one time or other, mobt certainly regain it/' 



K*. ff« vronz D. 29 



Ko. 6. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1753, 



Tb/UM manc&im agit histn§. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

As you have chosen the whole world for jrour 
province, one may reasonably suppose, that you will 
not negle6t that epitome of it, the theatre. Most 
of your predecessors have bestowed their favourite 
pains upon it : the learned and the critics (generally 
two very distinct denominations of men) have em- 
ployed many hours and much paper in comparing 
the ancient and modern stage. I shall not under- 
take to decide a question which seems to me so im- 
possible to be determined, as which have most me- 
rit, plays written in a dead language, and which we 
can only read ; or such as we every day see acted 
inimitably, in a tongue familiar to us, and adapted 
to our common ideas and customs. The only pre- 
ference that I shall pretend to give to the modern 
itage over Greece and Rome, relates to the subject 
of the present letter: I mean the daily progress we 
make towards nature. This will startle any bigot to 
Euripides, who perhaps will immediately demand, 
whether Juliet's nurse be a more natural gossip than 
Electra's or Medea's. But I did not hint at the re- 
presentation of either persons or characters. The 
improvement of nature, which I had in view, alluded 
to those excellent exhibitions of the animal or in- 
animate parts of the creation, which are furnished 
by the worthy philosophers Rich and Garrick ; the 
latter of whom has refined on his com})etitor ; and 
having perceived that art was becou\c ?iO ^^\&.^V 

D 3 
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that it was necessary to mimic it by nature, he hat 
happily introduced a cascade of real water. 

I know there are persons of a systematic turOi 
who affirm that the audience are not delighted with 
this beautiful water-fall, from the reality of the el&i 
ment, but merely because they are pleased with the 
novelty of any thing that is out of its proper place. 
Thus they tell you that the to^vn is charmed with a 
genuine cascade upon the stage, and was in raptures 
last vear with one of tin at Vauxhall. But this is 
certainly prejudice: the world, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
though never sated with show, is sick of fiction. 
I foresee the time approaching, when delusion will 
not be suffered in any part of the drama: the inimi- 
table Serpent in Orpheus and Eurydice, and the 
amorous Ostrich in the Sorcerer, shall be replaced 
by real monsters from Afric. It is well known that 
the pantomime of the Genii narrowly escaped be- 
ing damned, on my lady Maxim's observing very 
judiciously,' that the brkk-hUn icas horridij/ executed, 
(in (I did not smell at all like one. 

When tliis entire castigation of improprieties is 
brought about, the age will do justice to one of the 
first reformers of the stage, Mr. Cibber, who at- 
tonipted to introduce a taste for real nature in his 
Ca*>iir in Egypt, and treated the audience with 
real — not swans indeed, for that would have been 
too bold an attempt in the dawn of truth, but very 
personable geese. The inventor, like other ori- 
ginal geniuses, was 1 reated ill by a barbarous age : 
vet I can venture to aftirni, that a stricter adherence 
to reality would have saved even tliose times from 
toeing shocked by absurdities, always incidental tc 
riction. I nivself remember, how, much about thai 
:pra, the great Senebino, representing Alexander a' 
tl)«' sieize of Oxydracip, so far forgot himself in tin 
l4c;it of conquest, as to stick his sword iu one of th« 
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pasteboard stones of the wall of the town, and boro 
it in triumph before him as he entered tiie broach : 
a puerility so renowned a general could never liavi! 
committed, if the ramparts had been huilt, as in 
this enlightened age they would be, of actual brick 
^d stone. 

Will you forgive an elderly man, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
if he cannot help recollecting another passage that 
happened in his youth, and to the same excellent 
performer.? He was stepping into Armida's en- 
chanted bark ; but treading short (as he was more, 
attentive to the accompanyment of the orchestra 
than to the breadth of the shore) he fell prostrate, 
and lay for some time in great pain, with the ed^c 
of a wave running into his side, In the present 
state of things, the worst that could have happened 
to him, would have been drowning ; a fate far more 
becoming Rinaldo, especially [n the sight of a Bri- 
tish audience ! 

If you will allow me to wander a little from the 
stage, I shall observe that this pursuit of nature is 
not confined to the theatre, but operates where ont^ 
should least expect to meet it, in our fashions. The 
fair part of the creation are shedding all covering 
of the head, displaying their unveiled charming 
tresses, and if I may say so, are daily moulting tl e 
rest of their clothes. What lovely fall of shoulders, 
what ivory necks, what snowy breasts in all the pride 
of nature^ are continually divested of art and or- 
nament ? 

In gardening, the same love of nature prevails. 
Clipt hedges, avenues, regular platforms, struii 
canals have been for some time very properly ex- 
ploded. There is not a citizen who does not takti 
more pains to torture his acre and half into irregu- 
larities, than he formerly would have employed to 
(i^^ke it as formal as his cravat. 'Kent, the friend 
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of nature, was tlir Calvin of thiH rrformation; btit 
likr tin* citlicr champion of truth, aft(*r having routed 
tiiiM'l and tnnniK-rv, with the true zeal of a foundtf^r 
(if a -ct't, h«* |)n«<hi'd IiIh disriplinf* to the deformity 
of hollii('*>^ ; not rontrnt with banishing Rytnmetij 
and rt'^uhiiit y, h<* iniitat('<l nature even in her ble- 
jnishes, and ])ianterl dead trec*8 tind molc-hillsi in 
ojiposjtion to partern'H and cpiincunxefl. 

Tlie last hranrli o( (uir fashions into which the 
rlosc oI)«<crvation o( nature has been introduced, ii 
our desserts; a f'.ihjtrt I have not room now to treat 
nt large, hut which >et demands a few words, and not 
improperly in this ]m|M.r, as I see them a little in tht 
ligiit ol a pantomime. Jellitrs, biscuits, sugar-plumbf 
and rif rains have long given way to harlequins, gon- 
doliers, 'J'urks, Chinese, and shepherdesses of Saxon- 
ehina. Hut th( se, unconnected, and only seemins 
to wanrh'r among groves of curled paper and silk 
tlowers, were soon discovered to be too insipid and 
unmeaning'. ]\y degrees whole meadows oi cattle^ 
(f the same brittl'* materials, spread themselves 
ever i\u'. whole tabic.'; cottages rosi; in sugar, and 
temphs ill barley-sugar; pigmy Neptuncs in cars of 
cockle-shells, ti'ium]>hed over oceans of looking- 
|dass, or seas of silver tissue? ; and at length tJie 
whole systeiij of Ovid's metamorphosis succeeded 
to all the traiisrorniations wliich Chloe anrl otlicr 
^'real prol"' s:*ors h:ul intnxhiced into the Hci<»nre of 
liieroglyphie < aiiiig. (!onl'ection( rs found their tracl<» 
iniMiider away, while toymen and china-shops were 
the only f:iOiionsi|>]e purvyors of Xhr. h^t stagt; of 
polite rnl4 rliiinmeitis. Women of the first (piality 
came hnm'* frdui Clatnevix's laden with dolls and 
bwbn s, not for tla-ir children, but their house- 
keeper. At last even these; prierrile: puppe«t-showsare 
Liiil.ing inti) (iiMise*, anel more* manly ways of con- 
cluding our repabts arc established. Gi^aniic iij;ure« 
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tti^eeded to pigmies. And if the present taste con- 
tinues, Rysbrack and other neglected statuaries, 
who might have adorned Grecian saloons, though 
not Grecian desserts, may come into vogue. It is 
known that a celebrated confectioner (so the archi-r 
tects of our desserts still humbly call themselves) 
complained, tlmt after having prepared a middle 
dish of gods and. goddesses, eighteen feet high, his 
lord would not cause the cieling of his parlour to be 
demolished to facilitate their entree: ' Imaginez 
%KmSx said he, j«e w«i lord n*a pas voulu faire ottr h 
pfqfondl' 

I shall mention but two instanced of glprious mag- 
&ificei\ce and taste in desserts, in which foreigners 
have surpajssed every thing yet performed in this 
sumptuous island. Tlie former was a duke of Wir- 
tenberg, who so long ago as the year thirty-four, 
gave a dessert, in which was a representation of 
mount iEtua, which vomited out^ireal fire- works 
over tlie heads of the company, during the whole 
entertainment. Tlie other was the intendant of 
Gafcony, who, on the late birth of the duke of Bur- 
gundy, among other magnificent festivities, treated 
ihe noblesse of the province with a dinner and a 
dessert, the latter of which concluded with a repre- 
sentation, by Wiix-figures moving by clock-work, of 
the whole labour of the Dauphniels, and the happy 
birth of an heir to tlieir monarchv. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

Julio. 
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AiiEUE are certain fo]lies and impertinences, 
which people of good sense and good nalurv' ar^ 



rvery day giii^ty of, and which are only considered 
by them as tlrings of course, and of too little conse- 
quence for ])alliation or apology. 

Whoever is a frequenter of public assemblies, ot 
joins in a party at cards in private families, will give 
evidence to the truth of this complaint. I am, for 
my own ])art, a lover of the game of Whist, and 
shoulfl oftener be seen in those places where it is 
played for trifles, if I was not offended at the man* 
ners of my friends. How common is it with some 
p3ople, at the conclusion of every unsuccesBfiil 
hand of cards, to burst forth into sallies of fretful \'. 
complaints of their own amazing ill-fortune, and the 
constant and invariable success of their antagonbts! 
They have fuch excellent memories as to be able to 
recount every game they have lost for six months 8uc» 
cessively, and yet are so extremely forgetful at the 
same time, as not to recollect a single game that 
they have won. ' Or if you put them in mind of any 
extraordinary success that you have been witnesf 
to, they acknowledge it with reluctance, and assure 
you upon their honours, that in a whole twelve- 
month's play, they never rose winners but that 
once. 

But if these Growlers (a name which I shall 
always call the men of this class by) would content 
thcnis(3lves with giving repeated histories of their 
own ill-fortunes, without making invidious remariLS 
upon the successes of others, the evil would not be 
so great. Indeed, 1 am apt to impute it to their 
fears, that they stop short of the grossest affronts : 
for I have seen in their faces such rancour and inve- 
teracy, that nothing but a lively apprehension of 
C()iis(?qucnces could have restrained their tongues. 

Happy would it be for the ladies if they had th« 
6aniec()uso(juences to apprehend: for, I am sorry to 
say it, I have met with femules^-I will uot saj 
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Growlers : the word is too harsh for them ; let 
me call them Fretters, who with the prettiest 
faces, and the liveliest wit imaginable, have conde- 
scended to be the jest and disturbance of the whole 
company. 

In fashionable life, indeed, where every one is 
acting behind the mask of good breeding, and where 
nature is never seen to peep out but upon verv ex- 
traordinary occasions, frequent convulsions of the 
features, flushings succeeded by paleness, t>^istiugs 
of the body, fits of the fidgets, and complaints of 
immoderate heat, are the only symptoms of ill- 
fortune. But if we travel eastward from St. James's, 
and visit the territories of my good lord-mayor, we 
shall see nature stript of her mascjuerade, and hear 
gentlemen and ladies speaking the language of the 
heart. 

For the entertainment of polite life, and because 
polite life is sometimes a little in want of entertain- 
ment, I shall set down a conversation that passed a 
few nights ago, at an Assemble e in Thames-street ; 
between two Fretters at a Whist- table j one of 
which had a beautiful daughter of eighteen years of 
age, leaning upon her mother's chair. 

' Five trumps^ two honours, and lose four by 
cards?. But I believe, madam, you never lost a 
game in the whole course of your life.' 

* Now and then, madam.' 

* Not in the memory of your daughter, I believe: 
and miss is not so extremely young neither. Clul s 

are trumps — Well ! if ever I play again 1 Y<. u 

are three by cards, madam — * 

* And two by honours. I had them in my owi> 
h;ind.' 

' I beg your pardon, madam ; I had really forgot 
i\hose deal it was. But I thought the cloven- 
footed gentlemau had kit o£f teuchmg. Pray iu^« 
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dam, will he expect more than one*s soul for half 
a dozen lessons ?' 

* Yoii are pleased to be severe, madam; but you 
know I am not easily put out of temper. What*! 
the trump ?' 

I was extremely pleased with the cool behaviour of 
this lady, and could not help whispering to her 
daughtci-, ' You have a sweet-tempered mamma, 
miss. How happy would it be if every lady of her 
acquaintance was so amiably disposed !' I ob- 
served that miss blushed and looked down; but I 
was ignorant of the reason, till all at once her 
mamma's good fortune changed, and her adversan*, 
by holding the four honours in her own hand, and 
by the assistance of her partner, vfon the game at a 
deiil. 

* And novv', madam,' cried the patient lady, * is 
it you or I ^^ ho have bargained with the devil ? I 
declare it upon my honour, I never won a game 
nfjainst you in my lite. Indeed, I should wonder if 
I h:i(\^ unless there had been a curtain between you 
and your partner. But one has a fine time on't 
indeed ! to be always losing, and yet always to be 
baited for winning; I defy any one to say, that I 
ever rose a winnt^r in mv born days. There was last 
summer at Tunbriflge ! Did any human creature sec 
me so much as win a game ? And ask Mr. A, and 
Sir Richard B, and dean C, and lord and lady D, 
and all the company at Rath this winter, if I did 
not lose two or three guineas every night at half- 
crown Whist, for two months together. But I did 
not fret and talk of the devil, madam; no, madam; 
nor did I troubh^ the company with my losings, 
nor play tlie at'ter-ganie, nor say provoking things 

■No, madam; I leave such behaviour to ladies 
that ' 

* Lord! my dear, how you heat yourself ! You 
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are absolutely iu a passion. Come, let us cut for 
partners.' 

Which they immediately did ; and happening to 
get together, and to win the next game, they were 
the best company, and the civilest people I ever 
saw. 

Many of my readers may be too ready to con- 
ceive an ill opinion of tliese ladies ; but I have tlie 
pleasure of assuring them, from undoubted autho- 
rity, that they are in all other respects very excellent 
people, and so remarkable for patience and good- 
humour, that one of them has been known to lose 
her husband, and both of them their reputations, 
without the least emotion or concern. 

To be serious on this occasion; I have many 
acquaintance of both sexes, who, though really 
good-natured and worthy people, are violating every 
day the laws of decency and politeness by these out- 
rageous sallies of petulance and impertinence. 

I know of no other reason for a man's troubling 
his friends with the history of his misfortunes, but 
either to receive comfort from their pity, or advan- 
tage from their charity. If the Growler will tell 
me that he reaps either of these benefits by disturb- 
ing all about him; if he will assure me of his hav- 
ing raised compassion in a single breast, or that he 
has once induced his adversary to change hands 
with him out of charity, I shall allow that he acts 
upon principles of prudence, and that he is not a 
most teazing, ridiculous, and contemptible animal. 

I would not be understood to hint at gaming in 
this paper. I am glad to find that destructive pas- 
sion attacked from the stage, and wish success to the 
attempt. Nor do I condemn the custom of playing 
at cards for small sums, in those whose tempers and 
circumstances are unhurt by what they lose. On 
the contrary, I look upon cards as an innocent aud 
VOL. XX vx. f: 
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useful amusement; calculated to interrupt the f« 
mal conversations and private cabals of large co 
panics, and to give a man something to do, who 1 
nothing to say. My design at present is to signify 
these Growlers and Fretters, that they are pi 
lie as well as private nuisances; and to caution 
quiet and civilized persons against cutting in m 
them at the same tables, or replying to their cc 
plaints but by a laugh of contempt. 

I shall conclude this paper with acquainting 
readers, that, in imitation of the great Mr. Iloyl 
am preparing a book for the press, entitled Rule 
Be H A y 10 u R for the game of Wliist ; shewing, tb* -j 
an almost-infinite variety of good and bad hands 
what degree the muscles of the face are to be c 
tra6led or extended ; and how often a lady ma) 
permitted to change colour, or a gentleman to 
his lips, in the course of the game. To which wil 
added, for the benefit of all cool and dispassioi 
players, an exact calculation of the odds aga 
Growlers and Fretters. 
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Date obolum BtUfario, 

A PHILOSOPHER, as I am, who Contemplates 
world with serious reflection, will be struck with 
thing in it more than its vicissitudes. If he has li 
any time, he must have had ample opportunitic 
exercising his meditations on the vanity of all i 
1 unary conditions. The changes of empires, the 
of ministers, the exaltation of obscure pei'sons, 
the r.()ntinual incidents of human comedy. I 
member that one ol tlie first passages in his 
4 
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which made an impression upon me in my yonth, 
was the fate of Dionvsius, who, from being monarch 
of Sicily, was reduced to teach school at Corinth. 
Though his tyranny was the cause of his ruin (if it 
can be called ruin to be deprived of the power of 
oppression, and to be taught to know one's self) I 
could not help feeling that sort of superstitious pity 
which always attends royalty in distress. Who ever 
perused the stories of Edward the second, Richard 
the second, or Charles the first, but forgot their ex- 
cesses, and sighed for their catastrophe? In this 
free spirited island there are not more hands ready 
to punish tyrants, than eyes to weep their fall. It 
is a common case : we are Romans in resisting op- 
pression, very women in lamenting oppressors! 

If (and I think it cannot be contested) there is 
generosity in these sensations, ought we not doubly 
to feel such emotions, in cases where regal virtue is 
become the sport of fortune ? This island ought to 
be as much the harbour of afflicted majesty, as it has 
been the scourge of offending majesty. And while 
every throne of arbitrary power is an asylum for the 
martyrs of so bad a cause, Britain ought to shelter 
such princes as have been victims for liberty — • 
whenever so great a curiosity is seen, as a prince 
contending on the honest side. 

How must I blush then for my countrymen, when 
I mention a monarch ! an unha])py monarch ! now 
actually sufi'ered to languish for debt in one of the 
common prisons of this city ! A monarch, whoscs 
courage raised him to a throne, not by a succession 
of ambitious bloody acts, but by the voluntary elec- 
tion of an injured people, who had the common 
light of mankind to freedom, and the uncommon re- 
solution of determining to be free! This prince is 
Thkodoue, king of Corsica! A man, whose claim 
I') rovalty is as indisputable, as the most ancient 

E 2 
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titles to any monarchy can pretend to be; that h, 
the choice of his subjects; the only kind of title, al- 
lowed in the excellent Gothic constitutions, from 
whence we derive our own; the same kind of title, 
which endears the present Royal Family to Engli^ 
men; and the only kind of title, against which, per- 
haps, no objection can lie. 

This prince (on whose history I shall not at pre- 
sent enlarge) after having bravely exposed his life 
and crown in defence of the rights of his subjects, 
miscarried, as Cato and other patriot heroes did be- 
fore him. For many years he struggled with for- 
tune, and left no means untried, which indefisitigablc 
policy or solicitation of succours could attempt, tc 
recover his crown. At last, when he had dischargee 
his duty to his subjects and himself, he chose thi: 
country for his retirement, not to indulge a voluptu 
ous inglorious ease, but to enjoy the pcirticipation o 
those blessings, which he had so vainly endeavouret 
to fix to his Corsicans. Here for some months b 
bore with more philosophic dignity the loss of hi 
crown than Charles the fifth, Casimir of Poland, o 
any of those visionaries, who wantonly resignei 
theirs, to partake the sluggish indolence, and a 
length the disquiets, of a cloister. Theodori 
though resigned lo his fortunes, had none of tha 
contemptible apathy, which almost lifted our Jamc 
the second to the supreme honour of monkish saini 
hood. It is recorded of that prince, that talking t 
his courtiers at St. Germain, he wished for a speed 
peace between France and Great Britain, ^ ft 
then, said he, ue shall get English horses easily,' 

The veracity of an historian obliges me not to di 
guise the situation of his Corsican majesty's rev< 
nue, which has reduced him to be a prisoner f< 
debt in tiie King's-Bench; and so cruelly has fortui 
exercised her rigours upon him, that last session • 
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parliament he was examined before a committee of 
tiie house of commons, on the hardships to whiiii 
the prisoners in that gaol had been subje<^t. Yet let 
not ill-nature make sport with these misfortunes! 
His majesty had nothing to blush at, nothing to pal- 
liate, in the recapitulation of his distresses. The 
debts on his civil list were owing to no misapplica- 
tioiiy no improvidence of his own, no corruption of 
his ministers, no indulgence to favourites or mis- 
tresses. His diet was philosophic, his palace humble, 
his robes decent : yet his butcher, his landlady, and 
his taylor, could not continue to supply an estab- 
lishment, which had no demesnes to support it, no 
taxes to maintain it, no excises, no lotteries to pro- 
vide funds for its deficiencies and emergencies. 

A nation so generous, so renowned for the efforts 
it has always made in the common cause of liberty, 
can only want to be reminded of this distressed 
king, to grant him its protection and compassion. 
If political reasons forbid the open espousal of his 
cause, pity commands the assistance which private 
fortunes can lend him. I do not mean at present 
that our gallant youtlis should offer themselves as 
volunteers in his service, nor do I expect to have a 
small fleet fitted out at the expence of particular 
persons to convey him and his hopes to Corsica. 
The intention of this paper is merely to warm the 
benevolence of my countrymen, in behalf of this 
royal captive. I cannot think it would be beneath 
the dignity of majesty to accept of such a supply as 
might be offered to him by that honorary (and to 
this country peculiar) method of raising a free gift, 
a benefit play. The method is worthy of the Gre- 
cian age; nor would Asiatic monarchs have blushed 
to receive a tribute from genius and art. Let it be 
said, that the same humane and polite age raised a 
monument to Sbakspeare, a fortune iox M.vV\.oiv^ 

£ 3 
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grand-daughter, and a subsidy for a captive king, b; 
dramatic i)erfomiances ! I have no doubt but tb 
munificent managers of our theatres will gladly con 
tribute their parts. That incomparable actor wb 
so exquisitely touches the passions and distresses c 
self-delhroned Lear (a play which from some simi 
litude of circumstances, I should recommend for th 
benefit) will, I dare say, wilhngly exert his int 
sistible talents in behalf of fallen majesty, and be 
competitor with Louis le grand for the fame whic 
results from the protection of exiled kings. Ha 
glorious will it be for him to have the King's-Benc 
as renowned for Garrick's generosity to king Thec 
DO RE, as the Savoy is for Edward the third's trea 
mvnt of king John of France. 

In the mean time, not to confine this opportunit 
of benevolence to so narrow a sphere as the theatr 
I must acquaint my readers, that a subscription for 
subsidy for the use of his Corsican majesty, is openc 
at Tnliy*s head in Pall-mall, where all the Generoi 
and the Fair are desired to pay in their contribi 
tions to Robert Dods^ley, who is appointed higl 
treasurer and grand librarian of the island of Co 
sica for life— posts:, which, give me leave to say, M 
Dodslcy would have disdained to accept under ai 
monarch of arbitrary principles. 

A iokselUr of Romef while Rome surviv*dy 
IVould not have been htd-!reai*rer to a king, 

I am under some apprehensions that the intends 
subscription will not be so universal as for the h 
nour of my country I wish it. I foresee that tl 
partizans of indefeasible hereditary right will wit 
hold their contributions. The number of them 
indeed but small and inconsiderable: yet as it b 
comes my character, as a citizen of the worhl, 
nCji^lcct nothing for the amendment of the principl 
and morals of mv fellow-creatures, I shall recor 
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mend one short argument to their consideration; I 
think I may say, to their conviction. Let them 
but consider, that though Theodore had such a 
flaw (in their estimation) in his title, as to have 
been elected by the whole body of the people, who 
had thrown off the yoke of their old tyrants; yet as 
the Grenoese had been the sovereigns of Corsica, 
these gentlemen of monarchic principles will be 
obliged, if they condemn king Theodore's cause, 
to allow divine hereditary right in a republic; a 
problem in politics which I leave to be solved by the 
disciples of the exploded sir Robert Filmer: at the 
same time declaring by my censorial authority all 
persons to be Jacobites, who neglect to bring in their 
free gift for the use of his majesty of Corsica: and I 
particularly charge and command all lovers of the 
glorious and immortal memory of king William, to 
see my orders duly executed ; and I recommend to 
them to set an example of liberality in behalf of the 
popular monarch, whose cause I have espoused, and 
whose deliverance, I hope, I have not attempted in 
vain. 

N.B, Two pieces of king Theodore's coin 
struck during his reign, are in the hands of the high 
treasurer aforesaid, and will be shewn by the proper 
officers of the exchequer of Corsica, during the time 
the subscription continues open at Tully's head 
abovementioned. They are very great curiosities, 
and not to be met with in the most celebrated col- 
lections of this kingdom. 
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* I AM that unfortunate man, madam,' was the say- 
mg of a gentleman^ who stopt and made a \o'w \io^ 
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to a lady in the park, as she was calling to her dclg by 
the name of Cuckold. 

What a deal of good might be expected from 
these essays, if every man who should happen to 
rciul his own character in them, would as honestly 
acknowledge it as this gentleman ! Rut it is the mis- 
fortune of general satire, that few persons will apply 
it to themselves, while they have the comfort of 
thinking that it will fit others as well. It is there- 
fore, I am afraid, only furnishing bad people ^iith 
scandal against their neighbours: for every maD 
flattei-s himself, that he has the art of pla}dng the 
fool or knave so very secretly, that, though he see* 
plainly how all else are employed, no mortal can have 
the ruiniing to find him out. 

Thus a gentleman told me yesterday, * That lie 
was very glad to see a particular acquaintance of his 
(jxposed in the third number of the World. 'Ilie 
])arson who wrote that letter,' continued he, * was 
determined to speak plainly; for the character of 
my friend was so strongly marked, that it was im- 
pussible to mistake it/ lie then proceeded to. in- 
form nio tliat he had read Seneca, by observing, 
* That there should be no mixture of severity and 
reproof in the obligations we confer; on the con- 
trary, if there should be only occasion for the gentlest 
admonition, it ouo-ht to be deferred to another sea- 
son; for men, added he, are much more apt to re- 
member injuries than benefits; and it is enough if 
they forgive an obligation that has the nature of an 
offence.' 

My reader may, possibly, be suprized, when I 
tell him, that the man who could commit to memory 
those maxims of Seneca, and who could rejoice to 
see such a character exposed as the curate's friend 
in my third paper, is an old batchelor with an estate 
of three tliousaud pounds a year, and fifty thousand 
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in ready money; who never was known to lend a 
gainea in his life, without making the borrower more 
miserable by the benefit than he had been before by 
his wants. But it is the peculiar talent of this gentle- 
man to wound himself by proxy, or (in the sports- 
man's phrase) to knock himself down by the recoil- 
ing of his own gun. I remember he told me some 
time ago, after having harangued very learnedly 
upon the detestable sin of avarice, * That the com- 
mon people of a certain county in England were the 
most covetous and brutal in the whole world. I 
will give you an instance,' says he. * About three 
years ago, by a very odd accident, I fell into a well 
in that county, and was absolutely within a few mi- 
nutes of perishing, before I could prevail on an un- 
conscionable dog of a labourer, who happened to be 
within hearing of my cries, to help me ont for half a 
crown. The fellow was so rapacious as to insist 
npon a crown for above a quarter of an hour; and I 
verily believe he would not have abated me a single 
farthing, if he had not seen me at the last gasp, and 
determined to die rather than submit to his extor- 
tion/ 

But to return to my subject. If there are ob- 
jections to general satire, something may also be 
laid against personal abuse; which, though it is a 
kind of writing that requires a smaller portion of 
parts, and is sure of having almost as many ad- 
mirers as readers, is nevertheless subject to great 
difficulties; it being absolutely necessary, that the 
author who undertakes it should have no feeling of 
certain evils, common to humanity, which are known 
by the names of pain and shame. In other words, 
he must be insensible to a good kicking, and have 
no memory of it afterwards. Now though a great 
many authors have found it an easy matter to ar- 
rive at this excellence, with me the taskviovM. \i^ 
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atU'iidrd with girnt IaInjuf aiifl difTirulty; fit it it 
my iiiiHfortiiiiif ti>lm\i* rontriwU'd, citlit r by t!tf^|4n> 
jufiir«> ot'rdut uli<iii, or by hoiim; oth( r iiirHUh, hu iii- 
\iii( ibltr (iviThioii to puinand dislioiiour, I am v«:ry 
t<;iisibli: that 1 may liuit myM-ll' uh u writer by tluft 
c'fjiit'i i-hioii; bill ituas never any plt-usure of mine to 
raJM' v\\nt tatioiih with u drhi^ii to dibappoiiit them: 
and thr>ii^h it hhould Iom* iiic the major part of my 
r«'H(i(Ts, 1 hereby decliire, tliat I never will indulge 
tli( ni uith iiiiy |ierh<intd abiisi>; nor will I ito much 
ah attiu k any of thoM* tine gi ntlemen, or Ijiio ladic^ 
who have tlitr hononr ol' b<:in^ biiigle iu any cue 
chararter, U* it ever bo ridit.ulons. 

Ihit il I had every retjiiihiti: for this kind of writ- 
in/:, there are certain [ii.ople in toun, whom it would 
be ini;ratiliide in me to attiu k. The maiiterH of 
bo ill thi: theatres ar«: my g(>od friendu; for which 
rejihon I forbear Ut Kay, that half the comedies in 
tlieir eaitalo^iie ought to be damned for wickedueu 
and indf cent y. hut I not only keep thtb to my«el( 
but ha\<? also [/♦•en at great trouble and painH to sup- 
prehh a pa'->age iM'suing vi ry hard againbt them, in a 
bo(ik, vihi( h will hpeeriily be publihlied, called the 
PKooiiKHH OF WIT. 'Ilie author of thib book, who, 
luckily for tiie theatrcH, happenb to be a particular 
friend of inini;, ib or very great joker; and, ab I often 
tell him, doc^H a vast cleal oi mihchief, without bctf^ni- 
ing to intend il. 'ihe pahsage which I prevailed with 
him to bijppn.fts, blood at liie beginning of the thir- 
teenth chajiter of hib boc^K, and wab exactly ab fol- 
louH. 

* Ah it wab now clear t^i all people of fabhion that 
men had no bouls, tiie buhinesh of life was plea>>ure 
and anaihemenl; and he that could be^t adminibtcr 
to liieM: two, WiUi the most i.sei'ul na hib( r (;f br>- 
(it ty. From hence arone thobe numerous phic(bC)f 
rc::;ort and rccrculiou wliicii men of narrow uiiil 
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splenetic minds have called the pests of the public. 
The most considerable of which places, and whidi 
are at this day in the highest reputation, were tlie 
BAGNIOS and the theatres. The bagnios were 
constantly under the direction of discreet and ve- 
nerable matrons, who had passed thv ir youth in the 
practice of those exercises which they were now 
teaching to their daughters : while the management 
of the THEATRES was the province of the men. 
The natural connection between these houses made 
it convenient that they should be erected in the 
neighbourhood of each other; and indeed the har- 
mony subsisting between them has inclined many 
people to think that the profits of both were divided 
equally by each. But I have always considered 
them as only playing into one another's hands, with- 
out any nearer affinity than that of the schools of 
Westminster and Eton, to the universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge. At the Play-house young gentle- 
men and ladies were instructed by an Etheridge, a 
Wycherley, a Congreve, and a Vanbrugh, in the ru- 
diments of that science, which they were to perfect 
^t the BAGNIO, under a Needham, a Haywood, a 
Haddock, and a Roberts.' 

Thus much had my friend, in his progress of 
WIT, thought proper to observe upon tlie looseness 
of the stage. But as the whole passage is suppressed, 
the managers will have nothing to fear from the pub- 
lication of that performance. 

It were to be wished, indeed, that those gentle- 
men would have done entirely both with tragedy 
and comedy, and resolve at once to entertain the 
town only with pantomime. That great advan- 
tages would accrue from it, is beyond dispute ; peo- 
ple of taste and fashion having; already given suffi- 
cient proof that they think it the highest entertaii - 
ment the stage is capable of affording; U\e iao?>\. w.- 
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nocent, we are sure it is; for where nothing is saic 
and nothing meant, very little harm can be doix 
Mr. Garrick, perhaps, may start a few objections ti 
tills proposal ; but with those universal talents, whiri 
he so happily possesses, it is not to be doubted both 
will, in time, be able to handle the wooden swon 
with as much dignity and dexterity as his brotfaei 
Lun. He will also reap another advantage froo 
this kind of acting; as he will have fewer enemies b) 
being the finest Harlequin of the age, than be has i 
present, by being the greatest Actor of any age cm 
country. 

To THE Public. 

Whereas some gentlemen have dovbted whether fh 
subscription for the use of king Theodore xdos really 
intended to be carried on, I am ordered to acquaiht tk 
public, that Mr, Fitz-Adam -was not only in eameU 
in promoting such a contribution, but has already ft* 
ceiled some noble benefactions for that purpose; and hk 
xjcdl take care to apply the subsidy in the most urcop 
rupt manner to the uses for which it was designed, aid 
to the honour and dignity of' the crown o^' Co k sic a. 

ROBERT DODbLEY 
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1 HE great men, who introduced the reformatio 
into these kingdoms, were so sensible of tlie neces 
sity of niuintaiiiing devotion in the minis of th 
vulgar by some external objects, by somewhat c 
ceremony and form, tliat they refrained from entire! 
ripping off all ornament from the draper}' of rcli 
gion. \VIien they were purging the calendar of Ic 
gioiiS of visionary saiutS| they took due care to de 
7 
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fend the niches of real martyrs from profanation. 
They preserved the holy festivals, which had been 
consecrated for many ages to the great luminaries of 
the church, and at once paid proper observance to 
the memory of the good, and fell in with the popular 
humour, which loves to rejoice and mourn at the 
discretion of the almanack. 

In so enlightened an age as the present, I shall 
perhaps be ridiculed if I hint, as my opinion, that 
liie observation of certain festivals is something more 
than a mere political institution. I cannot, how- 
ever, help thinking that even nature itself concurs 
to confirm my sentiment. Philosophers and free- 
lliinkers tell us that a general system was laid down 
at first, and that no deviations have been made to 
atxommodate it to any subsequent events, or to fa- 
vour and authorize any human institutions. When 
tiie reformation of the calendar was in agitation, to 
the great disgust of many worthy persons, who urged 
how great the harmony was, in the old establish- 
ment, between the holidays and their attributes (if 
i may call them so) and what a confusion would fol- 
low if Michaelmas-day, for instance, was not to be 
celebrated when stubble-geese are in their highest 
perfet-.tion; it was replied, that such a propriety was 
lutrely imaginary, and would be lost of itself, even 
without any alteration of the calendar by authority: 
U)v if the errors in it were suffered to go on, they 
Would in a certain number of years produce such a 
Variation, that we should be mourning for good king 
Charles on a false thirtieth of January, at a time of 
)Lnr when our ancestors used to be tumbling over 
hcdd and heels in Greenwich-park, in honour of 
Whitsuntide; and at length be choosing king and 
<liic»en tor Twelfth-night, when we ought to be ad- 
mi ring the London prentic:e at Bartholomew fair. 

((iient as these reasons may seem, '^^X. i ^X\V£>^L \ 
\-)L. XXV J, r 
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c:aii confute them from the testimony of a standiii| 
iiiiriu h', ^hu h iu>t having ftubiuittid to the I'aHibk 
authority of an wl of parliaiiu ut, uiay well be asid 
to put a sLpcruatural negative on tlie viisdom ot 
tills \v(/rl(l. Sly n.ackTf;, no doubt, are already aware 
that I ha\e in my v\v \hv wonderful thorn of Glas- 
tonhiir\, \vhi< h, tho' LiihtTto regarded as a trunk oi 
poIti^h ini) osture, has notably exerted itself as the 
niohl protcsiant | lant in the universe. It is well 
known that the correction of the calendar ^as en- 
acted \}y ]i(}\ V (irfgory the thirteenth, and that the 
reformed (iiun ius have with a proper tipirit of op- 
position arlhen-d to tlie old calculation of the em- 
|>(Tor Julius VxHiiTj who was by no means a papist 
Near two ycarsago the popibh calendar was brought 
in (I hope by persons well allccted!) certain it u, 
that tlie (ilustonbury thorn has preserved its inflexi- 
bilitVf und observed its old anniversary. Many 
thousand spectators visited it on the parliamentary 

(hrihtinas-dav. Not a bud was there to be seen! 

On the true nativity it was covered witli blos- 
soms. One must be an infidel indeed to spurn at 
such authority. Had I been consulted, (and ma- 
tliematical studies have not been the most incon- 
siderable of my speculations) instead of turning the 
calendar topsy-turvy, by fantastic calculations, I 
^hould have proposed to rcrgulate the year by the 
infallible Somersetshire thorn, and to have reck- 
oned the months from Christmas-day, which should 
always have been kept as the Glastonbury thorn 
should blow. 

Many inconveniences, to be sure, would follow 
froni this system; but as holy things ought to be the 
first consideration of a religious nation, the incon- 
veuicnciis should be overlookc'd. The thorn can 
never blow but on the true Christnuis-day ; and ccu- 
sequently, the apprcheusion of the year's becoming 
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inverted by sticking to the Julian account can never 
bold. If the course of the sun varies, astronomers 
may find out some way to adjust that: but it is pre- 
posterous, not to say presumptuous, to be celebrat- 
ing Christmas-day, when the Glastonbury thdrn, 
which certainly must know times and seasons better 
than an almanack-maker, declares it to be heresy. 

Nor is Christmas-day the only jubilee which will 
be morally disturbed by this innovation. There is 
another anniversary of no less celebrity among En- 
glishmen, equally marked by a marvellous conco- 
mitance of circumstances, and which I venture to 
prognosticate will not attend the erroneous calcula- 
tion of the present system. The day I mean is the 
first of April. The oldest tradition affirms that such 
an infatuation attends the first day of that month, 
as no foresight can escape, no vigilance can defeat. 
Deceit is successfiil on that dav out of the mouths 
ofbab<» and sucklings. Grave citizens have been 
lat upon it; usurers have lent their money on bad 
security; experienced matrons have married very 
disappointing young fellows; mathematicians have 
Biissed the longitude ; alchymists the philosopher's 
stone; and politicians preferment, on that day. 

What confusion will not follow, if the great body 
of the nation are disappointed of their peculiar holi- 
day! This country was formerlv disturbed with 
very fatal quarrels about the celebration of Easter; 
and no wise man will tell me that it is not as rea- 
sonable to fall out for the observance of April-fool- 
day. Can any benefits arising from a regulated ca- 
lendar make amends for an occasion of new sects ? 
How many warm men may resent an attempt to 
play them off on a false first of April, who would 
have submitted to the custom of being made fools on 
the old computation ? If our clergy come to be di- 
vided about Folly's anniversar)', we ma^ ^^W ^'^-^ 

r 2 
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l»Gr:t all tliR niiM'hicfH iiUr;ndant on reli;()oiM wais; 
Aiici wr h\uM liuvi! rrtiMiii lo wihIi tliat Uie GlastOfi* 
bury tliorii would iUwlara as rmiiarkaljly in &vuur 
of llif tru<! Aiiril-fcNd-dayy as it has in belialf of tbo 
^fiiniiif (!lu'ittiiiiiJi. 

'l\i*'rv. an; many cithrr inconveniences, whtrhl 
iu\ii,\ii luincnt very (!in|iliatically, but noneof wdgbt 
(•luHiirh to ix!<*oiii|)ar<!(l with those 1 have nientionffL 
I shiiii only hint at a whole systc'ni overturned by 
thiN revolution in the; cakndar, and no provision^ 
thut I hiiv<! heard of, made by the U'f^islature to re* 
ni'dy it. ^'et in a nation which Ix^tows such uh 
pie rewards on new-year and birtli-day odes, it is 
HHtoniHJiin^ that the late act of parliament should 
havi* overlooked that niM'ful briuicb of our poetryt 
which coMKints in couplets, saws, and proverbs, pecu* 
liar to eertahi days and M*aAon». Why was not a 
new bcrt of dintiehs provided by the late ntfomicnf 
Or at legist a claufte inM^rted in the act, enjoining the 
poet-laureat, or Miiiie U*neficial geniuH, to prepoM 
and new-ea»t tlie estahlibhed rhinirii for public uief 
Were our aHtronomers mi iji^norant aff to Uiink thlt 
the old provfrbn wouhl Herve for their new-fangled 
4-iilendar? ('fiuhl tiiey iniii<^ine that St. Swithia 
w(iuld arcoiniiiodate hiH rainy planet to the conveni- 
ence of tiicir ralculalions? Who that hears the fol- 
lowing v(;r»i'H, but must firw.Mi for the fthepherd and 
husbundniiiii, \vh(i may have all their prognostirt 
confounded, and b(; at a Ioah to know beforehand 
the fate ot llit-ii niaikets? Ancient Sfigessung, 

//"St. Paul /"' f.iir nfd tUtir, 
'J'htn nviU bftulr. a hiiftfty yor { 
Jlii' if it rithfr frmu or tiiinf 
'J h'n nut! I be ihir nil kind of frr.t'm t 
ylntlif I If wind d'Ah hlviu <il''flt 
U'ltn ''U'lf t ivill vtx the realm full oft, 

I liave dec lap. d against meddling with politicff 
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sad therefore shall say nothing of the important 
hints contained in the last lines: yet if certain ill- 
boding €ippearances abroad should have an ugly 
end, I cannot help saying that I shall ascribe their 
evil tendency to our having been lulled sleep by 
resting our faith on tliecahn weather on the. pre- 
tended conversion of St. Paul ; whereas it was very 
blustering on that festival according to the good old 
account, as I honestly, though vainly, endeavoured 
to convince a great minister of state, whom I do not 
think proper to mention. 

But to return to April-fool-day: I must beg my 
readers and admirers to be very particular in their 
observations on that holiday, both according to the 
new and old reckoning. And I beg that they will 
transmit to me or my secretary, Mr. Dodsley, n faith 
fill and attested account of the hap that betides them 
or their acquaintance on each of those days; how 
often and in what manner they make or are made 
ibols; how tliey miscarry in attempts to surprize, or 
baffle any snares laid for them. I do not doubt but 
k will be found that the balance of folly lies greatly 
on the side of the old first of April; nay, I much 
^inestion whether infatuation will have any force on 
what I call the false April-fool-day. I should take 
it very kind, if any of my friends, who may happen 
to be sharpers, would try their success on the lic- 
tidous festival ; and if they make fewer dupes than 
ordinary, I flatter myself that they will unite their 
endeavours with mine in decrying and exploding a 
reformation, which only tends to discountenance 
good old practices and venerable superstitious. 

No. 11. THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 1753. 

IF we are to believe, universally, that virtue leads 
directly to happiness, and vice to punishuveut\\\VVi\% 
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world, I nm nfrnirl wn fthall form vety crro u eo Ml 
oniiiions ot' tin* {K'oplr we convene with; as every 
iiirliLtir holy (iv t* will iippcar to be produced fay a 
\iiit\ heart, an 'I (;\f tv rhoarful face by a good one, 
Hilt if Mill III* no disc'oiirafKRinrnt to virtue to tty, 
(iuit tilt* n'vrrM* of this i^ much oftener the cue; 
riav, si> fitiritiiiiiif* am I in this opinion, that I sddom 
Mi> ii roiiiitf ti»iiu;n of hincf^rc and settled grie^ with- 
out rotu In'iiTi^ it to be the effect of some eminent 

drt'ri*r ol \irtiir, 

Jt'M( knt.-s and horlily pain were, indeed, all the 
nii^fortiiiifs iiicich lit to our natunrs, it might be said, 
w'liU Mfiiif! rolniir of truth, tiiat virtue wiis g(*ncrully 
if« own inuiicrliutt; n*w:irrl; an every one will allow, 
that ii'iii)M ranr'i: and iiliMciniounnrss lead more di« 
nrtlv ti) iicaltli and rasr* than riot and debaurhenr, 
lint wliilc \\v ii.'LVf an't'ctions that blcal UR from our 
own ha]i})in(-*'S, to iiiMilvc us in tho niisi:ry of those 
aixint US, they who have the; best hearts will be 
oft'iif'st inad<* unrir-v. 

Thi' L'ood man < oiisidors tho wholr linnian rare 
as his own fantilv; find as such a porson, in a v/orld 
lik<; ihi<4, is liiihli* to nioii: ch'aj'pointinonts than one 
who has only hiinsdi' to rarr for, hin troublfs ai«d 
niortilifations will assun-dly Ix* priratrr. 

TIh; trit-nds ol" virtitr KJiould th<*n'forrbc rnntious 
of promising what lh»'V arci not Mire will hr prr- 
fonn^d ; h.st, hy a failure in the end, they hrin^ difj- 
endit n|)on the means. It will br' always sunirient 
to fay of virtiu*, tliat its reward is ef:rtain, while it 
can be baid of that reward, that it is happincbS 
eternal. 

The ffillowing alle^ron-, whi' h w a literal tran^la- 
tioM trcm th({ same oM Sj/nnihli author, from whom 
the storv of (i(.n/ales de Castro in my first pap' r 
was taken, f>u};}»o>t s the f^ood man to Le unhapjy 
uj>on i'urtli; oidy becuucu his goodness ib im];ejie('t. 
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1 insert it here (though not ex&ctly applicable to 
my subject) astlie most instructive entertainment I 
am able to give my readers at this season. 

If the ladies should happen to conceive any dis- 
Kke to some little severities in it, they are desired 
te take notice that the author was a Spaniard, and 
that he wrote at a time, when it appears by the 
concurrent testimony of all historians, thai the sex 
was not absolutely without fault. 

Jupiter, when he made Man, brought with him 
from heaven a nymph called Felicia, or Happiness, 
to be his companion. The better to engage them 
to each other, he furnished Man with those passions 
and affections which were to feed the mind with 
perpetual wishes, with a guide, called Reason, to 
restrain their violence ; and to the Nymph he gave 
immortal beauty, together with a certain degree of 
coyness, which is always sure to engage pursuit and 
endear possession. 

But as if some other powerhad a malicious design 
to set this pair at variance, notwithstanding tlie 
seeming desire of Jupiter to unite them, Felicia 
became insensible to every thing but virtue, while 
the Passions of Man generally huri:ied him to a pur- 
suit of her by the means of vice. With this differ- 
ence in their natures it was impossible for them to 
agree; and in a short time they became almost 
strangers to each other. Reason would have gone 
over to the side of Felicia, but some particular 
Passion always opposed him ; for, what was almost 
incredible, though Reason was a sufficient match 
for the whole body of Passions united, he was sure 
to be subdued, if singly encountered. 

Jupiter laughed at the folly of Man, and gave him 
Woman. But as her frame was too delicately com- 
posed to endure the perpetual strife of Reason and 
the Passions, he confined the former to Mii^iv^ ^\A 
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gave up Woman to the government of the latter 
without coutroul. 

Felicia, upon this new creation, grew again ac- 
quuinled with Man. She made him a visit of a 
month, and at his entreaty would have settled with 
him for ever, if the jealousy of Woman had not dri- 
ven iier from his roof. 

I'rom this time the Nymph has led a wandering 
life, without any settled habitation. As the worid 
grew peopled; she paid her visits to every comer of 
it ; but though millions pretended to love her, not 
a single mortal had constancy to deserve her. Ce- 
remony drove her from court. Avarice from the 
city, and Want from the cottage. Her delight, 
however, was in the last of these places, and there 
it was that she was most frequently to be found. 

Jupiter saw with pity the wanderings of Felicia, 
and in a fortunate hour caused a mortal to be bom, 
whose name was Bonario, or Goodness. He en- 
dowed him with all the graces of mind and body ; 
and at an age when the soul becomes sensible of 
desires, he breathed into him a passion for the beau- 
tiful Felicia. Bonario had frequently seen her 
in his early visits to Wisdom and Devotion ; but as 
lightness of belief and an over-fondness of mankind 
were failings inseparable to him, he often suffered 
himself to be led astray from Felicia, till Reflec- 
tion, the common friend of both, would set him 
right, and re-conduct him to her company. 

Though P'elicia was a virgin of some thousand 
years old, her coyness was rather found to increase 
than to diminish. This, perhaps, to mortal old 
maids may be matter of wonder; but the true rea- 
son was, that the beauty of Felicia was incapable 
of decay. From hence it was, that the licklcncss of 
Bonario made her less and less easy of access. 
Yet such was his frailty, tlii^t he continually suffered 
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limsclf to be enticed from hef^ till at last she totally 
iriUidrew herself. Reflection came now only to up- 
)raid him. Her words, however, were of service, as 
>y shewing how he had lost Felicia, they gave him 
lopes that a contrary behaviour might, in time, 
egain her. 

The loss of happiness instructs us how to value 
t. And now it was tliat Bonario began in earn- 
»t to love Felicia, and to devote his whole time 
to a pursuit of her. He inquired for her among 
the Great, but they knew her not. He bribed the 
Poor for intelligence, but they were strangers to 
her. He sought her of Knowledge, but she was 
ignorant of her ; of Pleasure, but she misled him. 
Temperance knew only the path she had taken ; 
Virtue had seen her upon the way ; but Religion 
assured him of her retreat, and sent Constancy to 
conduct him to her. 

It was in a village far from town, that Bonario 
sgain saw his Felicia ; and here was in hopes of 
IXMsessing her for ever. The coyness with which 
the treated him in his days of folly, time, and the 
anaendment it had wrought in him, began to soften. 
He passed w^hole days in her society, and was rare- 
ly denied access to her, but when Passion had mis- 
guided him. 

Felicia lived in this retreat, with the daughter of 
a simple villager, called Innocence. To this ami- 
able rustic did Boxario apply for intercession, 
upon every new offence against Felicia ; but too 
impatient of delay, and out of humour with his 
advocate, he renewed his acquaintance with a court 
lady, called Vice, who was there upon a visit, and 
t-ngagcd her to solicit for him. This behaviour so 
furaijefl Felicia, that she again withdrew herself; 
und in the warmth of her resentment, sent up a 
I'Ctilion to Jupiter, to be recalled to heaven. 
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Jupitcn, upon tliin petition, called a coonril of 
tlic kocIh ; in which it waji decreed, that while Bo- 
N AKio continued iipiMi earth, Felicia should not 
totally (Icpurt from it ; but as the nature of Bo« 
N'AKio was tickle and imperfect, his admission to 
h' r society should Ur only orouiional and transienti 
That their ntiptitilH bhould be deferred till the Da- 
tiire of Hon All lo should be changed by death, and 
that uftfTwardh they should be inseparably united 
in the regions of inunortality. 



No. 12. TIIUllSDAY, MARCH 22, 1753. 
To Mr. Fitz-Adah. 

SiK, 

T T ih a great abuse of language, according to Mr. 
Ijocke, to make unf: of words to which we have no 
fixed and determinate ideas. There is a still greateri 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, which is the almost continually uiiiM| 
words tr> which we have no ideas at all. I shall 
only instmne in the poor monosyllabic Tabtb* 
\Vho has not heard it fre(|urntly pronounced by the 
lovelieKt mouths in the world, when it has evidieiitly 
iiM-iiiit nothing ? 

1 wr)iild not be thought to require, like an ill- 
liircl logician, that every j)retty woman, or even 
t vcrry prettv man, who makes use of the word Tasti, 
^hould define what they mean by it; that would be 
too cruel ; but 1 should rather chus(?, when tliey arc 
really cohhcjomh to themsf'lves that they are going 
to utter it witlir)ut any idea annexed, that they 
V (>i!l<l he so L'oo<l as to chanj/e it for the word Wiiiir. 
However, as my reconnncndation will, I um sure, 
liijve no weight, inileis it should be backed by your 
i( nsc;i-iul autlK'rity, 1 siiuU leave tiicm at presc*it in 
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U possession of their favourite word, and proceed 
the subject of my letter. 

You rallied very humourously, a few weeks ago, 
me of the reigning follies of this various island^under 
B name of our approaches to nature. I hope you 
ve likewise taken notice how desirous we are of 
turning to our primaeval ignorance, under the 
tion of Taste : a name which we are fond of 
ring to every new folly which starts up, and to 
sry old exploded absurdity which we are charita- 
r pleased to revive. Let but that commanding 
rd go forth> and no camelion catches his colours 
icker than we are ready to imbibe follies from 
:h other. Whereas Taste, in my opinion, ought 
be applied to nothing but what has as strict rules 
aexed to it, though perhaps imperceptible by the 
Igar, as Aristotle, among the critics, would re- 
ire, or Domenichino, among the painters, prac- 
». People may have whims, freaks, caprices, 
rsuasious, and even second-sights it they please; 
bthey can have no Taste which has not its foun- 
don in nature, and which, consequently, may be 
counted for. 

From a thousand instances of our imitative incli- 
tions I shall select one or two, which have beon, 
d still are, notorious and general. A few years 
3 every thing was Gothic ; our houses, our beds, 
r book-cases, and our couches, were all copied 
m some parts or other of our old cathedrals, 
,e Grecian architecture, where, as Dryden says, 

•Tnw Doric pillars found the lotiter bafe^ "1 

nb€gay Corinthian ho/ds the higher space^ > 

wtall below is strength, and all above is grace ^ j 

it architecture, which was taught by nature and 
[ished by the graces, was totally neglected. Tricks 
i conceits gpt possession every where. Clv3i\u?>^ 
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liutlrenfM.'fi were to shock yoii with diiiproporti< 
or little jiilhirH wrrr to Mi]iport vant wetjglits; wl 
i^ii(»r:iiit people, who know iKithhig of centen 
^ni\itv, virrv to trfiiiblc* at their entrance intoc 
ry hiiildiiif?, Iciit tlie rootH »hould full upon tl 
hciidH. TIiIh, iiowcvcr odd it niiulit M.M:ni, and Im 
ever unworthy of the name of Tastk, was (uiltivtt 
was admired, and Ktill h:ui its profeKSora in diHer 
partii of Ki Inland. 'J'lwre in homethin^, they say 
it ron^eiiial to our old (jothit: eonbtitution ; luho 
rath<;r think to our modern id<;a of liherty, wl; 
alloWH every one the privih^fre of playing the f 
and of making; hinuHilf ridiculous in whatever way 
phiaMCH. 

According to the present prevailing wliim, cv 
tiling id C'huMM', or in tiie Chinese tahte: or, u 
is Hometinif a nion; modestly exprehsed, jHirilif r 
thv Chi/irji maiwvr. Chairs, lahles, ciiinmey-pie> 
frames for look in;i,-gla- sen, and even c)ur mobt y 
f.Mir utensilH, are all reduced to tlii» n<*w-fiin£ 
hlandard; and without-doorK so univerhallv ha 
spread, lliat every i^iite to a cow-yard is in 'I's ; 
/'h, and every hu\ei lor the ccnv.'* has Lells hauj 
at the corn* IS. 

'I'lje j;o<)d people in the < ity an-, I j;ereeive, «tr 
willi tins novrhv ; and tiiou^^h some (if tli<*ni Ktill 
tain the last fasiiion, tiie Ciolhic, yet others li 
hetrun to onianif nt the doors and windows of tl 
hhops with tl)(' more modern improvements. 

Had thi*> la^le pn.'vailcd in the lattt^r end 
(pjeen Anne's uiir, th<' nL-weiiin'chcsthemselM's 
(loiihljos h< i II pai'odas; n!i\, it is exjMcled at ] 
Si'nt thaltht' Somethiiiii wljii 1: \t v'x-.xw. on the hi. 
imi; al lh<* iior f-gtianis, ir<v».i- u 'vlindd eome 
eonehihion, will terminate at last jmrlli/ ujttr 
ilhinvfe inannri\ 

I would b<;g leave, liowf»ver, to propose^ if 
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larg^ public buildings are to be executed after C'lii- 
nese models, that we should pursue the usual iik-- 
thods on such occasions. The inoculation for tin^ 
small-pox, and other such hazardous experiments, 
were first executed upon condenuicd criminals. 
And, in my opinion, an experiment of this kind 
should first be tried on an hospital, or a county 
workhouse. I know it will be said in answer to this, 
that conveniency is chiefly to be ftudied in edilicts 
of charity. But is conveniency to give way to 
Taste ? Is the honour of a nation to be less con- 
sidered than the particular exigencies of privat(> 
persons } It is a thousand pities that the hospitals 
of Chelsea and of Greenwich are already built; their 
situations are the very spots one would have chosen 
for a trial of this sort. What numbers of little lakes 
might have been let in from the Thames to wiuider 
among the pavillions ! And how commodioiisly 
might we have passed from ward to ward by briduLs 
adorned with triumphal arches ! 

The encouragement of this taste may be worthy 
of the consideration of those gentlemen who havn 
great possessions in the isle of Ely, or the fens cl" 
Lincolnshire. A Chinese town, happily sitiiuLcd, 
may attract inhabitants, and make estates in tliose 
countries extremely desirable. INlarshy grounds, 
which are now avoided, will become by this means 
the most sought after of any ; and we may live to 
see the hundreds of Essex crowded with villas. But 
I only hint these things to those v>hom they con- 
cern, and whose interest it may be to pursue the lu 
farther. My intention, you perctive, is to nuike 
Taste useful to somebody at least, and to assign 
proper places for the exercise of our improved 
talents. 

But while I am promoting the interest and enter- 
tainment of some of his majesty's subjects, I would 

VOL. XXVI. G 
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not wilfully oflend otli^nt, who may be a little infa- 
tiiiitfid throiigli thiMr zinil to tlieir country. Maiiy 
good patriots have Ik*(!u greatly alarmed at the 
b|>rradin<; of i\w Fronch lHiif;uag<; and tlie French 
ftLbhioHH Ko universiilly ovit Kuropc; and liavi' ap- 
prf^hffudcd, pcrhapH too justly, that tlicir nio<ie« of 
n.'li^ion and govcTunicnt might i i is uuj ate themselves 
in their turns. If any pirniH Kri^iit^nnan should 
have the same fears witli regard to ttie Chinese cus- 
toms aud manners, I have the hulibfaction to inform 
hitn, that nothing of that kind can n?asonably be 
dr<;ad(Hl. We may rest secure tiiat our firm faith 
will never be staggen^d by tlie tenets of Fohi, nur 
our pnictice vitiated by tlie nior.iU of Confucius; 
tit U:nsi we may be certain that the present innova- 
tions are by no means adequate to Miich an eQ'ect: 
for on a moderate computation, not one in a tiiou- 
sand (if all the stih^s, gat4.-s, rails, pahs, chairs, tem- 
))l<*s, chinuu^y-pieceH, dic, 6ci\ \'c. wliich are called 
('hineK(% has tlie least resemblance to any thing that 
(!hina ever saw; nor would an Knp^lish church be a 
less uncommon sight to a travelling mandarin, than 
m\ Kii^lish pagoda. I think it lle(:e^>sary to say thus 
nuirh, ni order to (|ni(^t tli(? hrni))!e:i of conscienti- 
ous ))erKons, who will doubtless bt? more at ea^e 
when tliey consicUrr that our CliineM* ornaments are 
not only of our own nianufiicture, like our French 
»-ilks and our French winc's, but, what has seldom 
be(>n attributed to the English, of our own inven* 
tion. 

I am, Sir, 

Vour moHt humble Servant, 

11. S. 

To THE PUBLIC. 

Whereas a subscription for a subnidij for the use of 
kin^ Tii]:ouoRK Vion opened at luUy's-iicad in Pall* 
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nail the twenty-second of last month, This is to give 
lotiqe that by order of Mr, Fi^t-Adam, the said 
vbscription will be closed on Tuesday the twenty- 
eventh of this instant March ; at which time the sub- 
idy will be paid in. 

ROBERT DODSLEY. 
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[ SHALL make no apology for the followmg leU 
ers, or my own answers to them ; having been al- 
ways of opinion that works of criticism are the chief 
trength and ornament of a public paper. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 
Though you set out with a good grace in the 
VoRLD,I cannot help thinking that a paper now- 
md-then upon religion might be very entertaining. 
am an officer in country quarters, and as the chap- 
ain to the regiment happens to live altogether in 
own, I have no opportunity of knowing any thing 
f tliat affair, but from what I hear at church. 

/ am, &c. 

A. Z. 
To Mr. A. Z. 
Sir, 
That no officer in quarters may be under the ne- 
essity of going to church, the World, for the 
iture, shall be a religious one. 

/ amy &c, 

A. Fitz-Adam. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 
I belong to a rlub of very serious clergymen, and 
m glad (so is every one of us) that you do not vu- 

c 2 
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t«*n<l to miwlilli; with rvrligion in ^oisr psptr. It ii 
r(*rtiiitily M iiiit>|(M:t of t/Mi riiiKrh ih^niiy loid import^ 
anir to \t*i iri'MU^l of in cMiiyfi, which M^stn devoti^ 
!«» hiirtioiir fttid tlif; rifliculo of folly. In thn tmnm 
ot ih«; whoh; club, 

/ arfif he, 

]. C. 
To Mr. 3. C. 
Sffi, 
An it will \m alway* my antbition m stand well 
with till! rli*r|(y, thi^y may aMttn? thi:m«elvc« thatth# 
WoatD »Iiall liave no religion in it. 

/ am, (kc, 

A. Fitsp-Adam* 



To Mr* Tir7,St)An. 

Sir, 
I r,atinot hitlp l;«'ing offfrtKird at your want of cor« 
UH'Xnim in a pa)H;r, which, in other re«pcct«, de* 
»<;rveN approbation. In numl^rr I. you vay, wakm 
mm to f^oodnt;/*. The verb warn in unwarrantahk 
in thi«i \i\fU't: : wf; an; warn<!<i Li/ orfrom, but not A| 
-•11k * word Hhou 1(1 U; incite; and mt I have cor- 
nuii'tl it in my own paf>er. In numl^er III. line 2. 
you hav<! tin; rollo(iuiitl barbarintu of doing a thitig 
hi/ a ttiiiu itiHlira^l o[ to, I cannot (^xpreM h(;wmudi 
I ;itri butt at m; vulgar an impropriMy. In nunil)«Tr 
VL pjijfjT ;J4. the vijrb (Hlplay in uwrd inntea^l of ' 
itn parti/'iplr tli*p/ai/ifig, l'erha|m it is only an error 
of tb<* pn!«>i ; pray be careful (<)r the future, lam 
wilhrit^, to h(»pe that there groMii niiiitake» are only 
owing to ina'lvcrtency. Jf mi, I nr«t, 

Vour admirrr, 

I'm 1.0 LOO o». 

'J'o l*IIIL0I.0O0>». 
SfH, 

I »bull be vv.ry careful of mifttake* for the future ; 
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friendly advice. Take care of novels: the town 
Fwarms with them. That foolish story of Mrs. 
Wilson, in your fourth and fifth papers, made m0 
cry out that the World was at an end ! 

Yours, 

Tom Tell-Truth, 

To Mr. Tell-Truth. 
Sir, 
I thank you for the caution, and will write na 
more novels. 

Your most humble servant, 
A. Fitz-Adam, 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 
Your predecessor, the Spectator, did not think 
his labours altogether useless, which were dedicated 
to us women. Those elegant moral tales, which 
make their appearance so frequently in his works, 
are so many proofs of his regard for us. From, the , 
fourth and fifth numbers of the W^orld we ha^P* 
the pleasure of hoping that the Spectator is revived^ 
among us. The story of Mrs. Wilson is a lesson of 
instruction to every woman in the kingdom, and 
has given the author of it as many friends as he haa^ 
readers among the sex. 

I am, Sir, 
Your real admirer and humble servant, 

L. B^ 

To Miss L. B. 
Madam, 
As it will be always my chief happiness to please 
the ladies, I shall devote my future papers entirely 
to novels. 

Your obliged and most obedient servant, 

A. Fitz-Adam* 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 
If a plain grave man may have leave to tell you a 
little truth, I must inform you, that though I like 
your manner very much, I have great objections to 
your matter. He who only skims surfaces, will ga- 
ther nothing but straws. If you are the philosofiher 
you would have us think you, give us something 
that may rest upon the memory, and improve while 
it entertains. 

I am, &c. Amicus. 

To Amicus. 
Sir, 
The World, for the future, shall be grave and 
philosophical; the matter shall be regarded, and not 
the manner, 

I am, &c. 

A. Fitz-Adam. 



• 



A Monsieur Fitz-Adam. 



Je suis enchante, mon cher monsieur, de votre 
Monde. Depuis deux ans que je suis a Londres, 
j'ai appris assez d'Anglois pour Tentendre parfaito- 
ment, maisje ne suis pas si habile que Voltaire, pf)ui 
Tecrire. Vous avez saisi tout h fo,it Tesprit FnuK i^; 
tant d'enjouement, de legeretc, et de vivaiiir . - 
Parbleu c'est charmant! Donnez nous de t» nips ; n 
temps un vaudeville, ou quelque petite chimson a 
boire, et je me croirai h Paris. Le seal pftit dc la *i 
que vous avez, c'est que vous sentez trop Je Mojs d ts. 
sage, il ne vous manque qu'un peu du Mondk loi., 
pour plairc h tout le Monde, et surtout a celui c,v.i 
a riionneur d'etre, monsieur, 

Votre-tres humble et trcs obcissant .^rtiteur , 
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A MoiiMirur Doit RIM. AT. 

VouR pouvr/ ('(Mit'T, nic»iisiriir, (pi'il ii'y A rirn an 
moiidi: ()Ur jiiicfayM* pourrHpti\<:rlu buii-vcillanc't 
d'uii ^i ainialilc honinic. Tout ce qii'il a dc pii, d( 
volatile, v\ nicine cvapori* couloru di-foiinuiti ck* nu 
plume. J'ai riioi)iii'ur(rc.tRsiiic)nhiMir» 

Votrc Ires humble et trcs obmsant Mcnilnfr, 

Fitz-Adam, 

1 havp niftny morc» l<*ttrr« written in thr name fji* 
r'lt of (-riticittni, and conMcpK^ntly many more opmi- 
ofis of my own; but an \\lV1^v may be tiiou^ht Hufli- 
eient at one time, I blmll borrow an old fable, unci 
conclude tbib paper. 

An old man and a little boy were dri\in|i an usf 
to the next market to Mrll. What a fool ib tbib f(.llo\K 
(ki;<yf( a mannpi^n the roud) to be trudfiingit on fool 
with liiH 8on, that bis ti»H may ^^o li^bt! The old 
man, beariiif^ tbihyhct biH boy upon tlu a^s, and went 
\vbi.»-tlinjj; by the hide of him, Why, hirrab! (cries t 
second man to the boy) is it fit for y(Hi to be ridiiifl 
wliile your poor old father \h walking (<n foot? 'in! 
father, ujxintbiH rebuke, took down bib boy fromtht 
ass, and mounted hiniRelf. Do von Kee (buyKa third' 
l)ow the la/y (dd knave ridcH ah)n<^ upon his bcust 
wliile bib poor little boy is almost crippled witl 
walking;;? TIk; old uinn no sooner heard this, thai 
be took up bis son Ix^hind him. Pray, honest friend 
(says a fourth) is that ass your own ? Yes, sayt th< 
man. One would not have thoufiht so, replied th( 
other, by your loading him so unnuTcifully. Yoi 
and your son art* better able Uy (^arry the poor beas 
thnn he you. Any thing to please, says the owner 
and alighting with his son, they tied the legs of th 
ass together, and by the help of a pole endeavoure* 
to carry him upon their shoulders over the bridg 
that led to the town. I'his was so entertaining 
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sight that the people ran in crowds to laugh at it; 
till the ass, conceiving a dislike to the over-complai- 
sance of his master, burst asunder the cords that 
tied him, slipt from -the pole, and tumbled into the 
river. The poor old man made the best of his way 
home, ashamed and vexed that by endeavouring to 
please every body, he had pleased nobody, and lost 
hb ass into the bargain. 



No. 14. THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 1753. 



I DO not doubt but it is already observed that I 
write fewer letters to myself than any of ray pre- 
decessors. It is not from being less acquainted 
with my own merit, but I really look upon myself as 
superior to such little arts of fame. Compliments, 
which I should be obliged to shroud under the name 
of a third person, have very little relish for me. If 
^^m not considerable enough to pronounce ex ca- 
flklra, that I Adam Fitz-Adam know how to rally 
toe follies, and decide upon the customs of the world 
with more wit, humour, learning, and taste than any 
man living, I have in vain undertaken the scheme of 
this paper. Who would be regulated by the judg- 
ment of a man, who is not the most self-sufficient 
person alive ? Why did all the pretty women in 
England, in the reign of queen Anne, submit the go- 
vernment of their fans, hoods, hoops, and patches to 
the Spectator, but because he pronounced himself 
the best critic in fashions? Why did half the nation 
imbibe tliei^ politics from the Craftsman, but because 
Caleb d'AnVers assured them that he understood the 
maxims of government and the constitution of his 
country better than any minister or patriot of his 
lime ? Tlironed as I am in a perfect good oyinioa 



TO WOULD. M I4# 

o( u\y own (ihililif'»<, I Mnrn to ta^Uf thf fiiiU(Hriu,u 
of imiiM- liotii tiiv (IV II pen - (umI (to Li* liitmliU: tor 
oii(-i') J <iun, il tilt ic ih liiiy hpfc irn of writiiifj of 
vflt'uU J liiii hol pfiitrt iiiirhr, il ih lliir I'lJiHiolary. 
My lU-iU'U'ittr in ihih |iiiiti( nUi i*i Imipily (0111111011 
to in«' with tli«* ^n iitt : 1 nn n: \ run cxrii f^o iitrUifT» 
Rtj(| (lidiiri- timl it in tin i'liii ]'iiit ol'tlii' vrvtiiUni 
u)ii( Il (Ml Im III tliiit piovihM*. Kahi* without nfivc- 

liitjoji, the) filih •( I .^,11 ^;•ifJ||, the li:ip)»i«'httirt ol'UJ- i 
hii;/ iicwH (ii l^^l'^, ihcinoht cii^ai^in^, tiiriih of Kinti- 
liH'lit III |>:l^:^i(Jrl, iiic lli'(|it(-jiLly iouiul in k'Ltr:ri 
from v.'Oiiii M, \\\ut h:iM h\( d iiiii »)>h(-ri* iit all ithov€ 
thr \iil^':ir; whih (jii tlic olhir hi<ii*, oratorh write 
hU'vii* (llv, Iniiiiti r-i nhi-riiM Iv> |:('< th fh>ti(lly, h'ttHl- 

f'<l nun )M''iiiiiiM ally, iiikI hohticiH toh lahlVf ^Oi^n 
th(-y r:iii ^|f II. Otic \\(Hihl iiift havi* oiH*'h (liiu|;hti!r 
write liUi' I'loihii, liMiLiiM' oiH* would not hiivi.* oiie'i 
ihiii^'htci ht 1 what >\it- Il II; yet who ever wi'oU^ HO 
irioviii^'lVf ro to the 1m art? 'J he ainiahU* iiiaflitru« 
He S< MpiK' ih th«- : taiidiii'l (/i caHy ni/.'af>iii^ writing; 
to rail lui tiK piitl( rii oi i h.fjiu itt wi itiiijL' \\ill not Ull 
IhoiiL'Jit an ( xnpL'cnituMi, v.Im n I n ici my rctichTtf^P 
her iM r-oiinl'- (ii ihr (l( Mill ol iiiai>hal 'luicnnc: miiiio 
litlhr hiir.'iiM hih o( hci* l( lt< If", in the appi ndix to 
({airi^ay'h lit* ni thai hi r(», j'i' c a htr(»li{',<-i' picture of 
liiin than the hi*t(if'ian withahh- Id t\(> in hih volunii- 
noiih \Mitl . Ii (liih I'iiii ()ii( ';• < [iillr.'s iiic liiihk* to 
fiiiy (-('iihiiM , il i:« U,r a iaiill in wha li r he iH not likfly 
to he oin-n iniiUit(<i,Lh(: I \((hh(/i L< ndd'nir.H for her 
(laiiplil( r. 

'liic llaliaitA arc iih pioiid of u p( ^^(>n of tlu* Katrie 
F( X : l.iicKlia (h/ii/ii^n v ah hi ( ( h hiatt d lor lilt* 
rl(api( nrc oi hci h Ih in and the pniily of their htilc, 
thiit h( r very n(/t( ^ to her^<lvantK wrnMollectcd 
nnd pnhli:.h( (1. I haMu \er ri ad the coHecticjii: 
anrl indi i d (.he or two lilh th that 1 ha\e na t wilhi 
Jiuvc not cnlUi'ly uJl tia; di liciuy of inucliuiU' dc i^t^ 
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vign^. In one to her footman, the signora Gon- 
zago reprehends him for not readily obeying dame 
Lucy, her housekeeper; and in another, addressed 
to the same Mrs Lucy, she says, ' If Li via will not 
he-obedient, turn up her coats and whip her till her 
flesli be black and blue, and the blood run down to 
her heeb.' To be sure this sounds a little oddly to 
English ears, but may be very elegant, when modu^ 
I lated by the harmony of Italian liquids. 

Several worthy persons have laid down rules for 
the composition of letters; but I fear it is an art 
which only nature can teach. I remember in one 
of those books (as it was written by a German) ther© 
was a strict injunction not to mention yourself be- 
fore you had introduced the person of your corres- 
pondent; that is, you must not use the monosyllable 
I before the pronoun You. The Italians have stated 
expressions, to be used by different ranks of men, 
and know exactly when to subscribe themselves the 
devoted, or the most devoted slave of tlie illustrioua 
ouiost eminent persons to whom they have the ho- 
M^r to write. It is true, in that country, they have 
80 clogged correspondence with forms and civilities, 
that they seldom make use of their own language, 
but generally write to one another in French^ 

Among many instances of beautiful letters from 
ladies, and of the contrary from our sex, I sfiall se- 
lect two, which are very singular in their kind. 
The comparison, to be sure, is not entirely fair; bul 
when I mention some particulars of the male au- 
thor, one might expect a little more elegance, a little 
better orthography, a little more decorum, and a 
good deal less absurdity, than seem to have met in one 
head, which had seen so much of the world, whicli pre- 
tended so much to literature, and which had worix 
so long one of the iirst crosvii^ m Kurope. 'ihis 
personage was the emperor Maxiuiliiavx, ^x^w^'isa.- 
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tli4 r to rimrlofiUip \'lh. IIih n'i^n was lonp, nomc- 
tiiiMi hhiniii^, ottf-ii uti)ii(iKi>croim, wry often tg' 
liDiniiiioiiH. IIiH lt( kli-iii'nK, prndiKitlity, rikI indi« 
p hi c, w'vw tintoiioiis. 'Mic ItiiliiuiH called him 
I'tH-hi tlnmtri^ or the pttititf/i'MM ; a (jimlity no more 
iMiiidml to him, thsiii his pro|H:iihity to rrpttir liii 
frhiittf rv<\ tnrtiiiK's l>y the nioKt tiiil)econiing nivalis, 
lie >ervf'(l under our Henry the eighth, blh a coni- 
tnnn sohHer, at the sie^r of TenuK'nnc, for a hun- 
dred « rowuf a day: he v;hh briU'd to the ntt^'inpt 
iii^ani^t I'iMi, and liiilxrl to ^ive it over. In short, 
no piitr iitiite evf-r undertr)ok to engaf^e him in ft 
tri'iilv, withf'Ut first oflerin/; him money. Yet thu 
\i\).i\\utut{ nif>ii>ir(h, as if the annalH of hifi reign 
wrre too ; loriouH Ut l;e deK-rihed hy a ])lcl>f;ian peOf 
or ns if th< y were ^vo^thy to be deMrilxrd at ally 
tcok the j'.iins to write luHown life in ])utrh verM* 
'I'here v.. is iiMolher hook of hift eomponition in ft 
ditlerent wa;, wliirh doeH not reflect much more 
lustre u|.f'ii his nieinory than hifl own Dutch epic; 
tliis waf' \\\\M he ( alied his Ihrc roufrr, and was ft 
re;jsi«r (.t .M\entMii niortitieations wiiieh he lAi 
nn ivrdfri'iM Louis thr twehth ofFraiiee^and which 
lie iiii< ii<i('d to rr\enr.'(; on the first o))portunity« 
Altrr a vaiMly of shiflH, breach of })romi808, alfi- 
ini' es, and tnaties, lie ahnost (hi)>ed Iuh vain con- 
tenij ofary Ihnry the einhth, with a ))roposal c»f rc- 
si/nni^i the iinpire to hiin^ whde hnnself wiw nicdi- 
taiiiifi, v\h;it h<; thon^'ht, an accession of dignity even 
to thi- nii).eri.d diadf tn : in short, in the latt<'r part 
oi hi^ h)(-, Maximilian took it into his head to can" 
vasM f<.r the p:L; al 'liara. Several niethorh were 
H;;il:'.ted to (-oiii|)a s this (jhjcct of his ambition : one* 
lUiH ii<»t the ]<'Mst lirhciiIcMis, was to ]»retend that the 
p-iti sun hal di^'iiity \\n> ihf hidtd in the ini),erial; 
(inri by vinue <>] iii;:t dcfihiiion he naliy asHumi'd 
the title of Pontifcv -Mu.\injus, coj)ying the i)agan 
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lords of Rome on his way to the sovereignty of tha 
christian church. Money he knew was the surest 
method, but the least at his command ; it was to 
procure a supply of that necessary ingredient thai 
be wrote the following letter to his daughter Mar- 
garet, duchess dowager of Savoy, and governess o( 
tbe Netherlands. 

* Tres chiere et tres amee fyUe, j6 entendu I'avit 
que vous m'avez donn<i! par Guyllain l^ingun notre 
garderobes, dont avons encore mieux pense, Et ne 
trouvons point pour nulle resun bon que nous nou» 
devons franchement marier, maes avons plus avant 
mys notre deliberation et volontc de jam^s pjus 
hanter faem nue. Et envoyons demain Mons. de 
Gurce Evesque k Rome devers le pape pour trouver 
iJEtchon que nous puyssuns accorder avec ly de nous 
prendre pour ung coadjnteur, affin que apres tU 
mort pouruns estrc assure de avoer le papat, et de* 
venir prester, et apres estre saint, et que yl voui 
sera de necessite que apres ma mort vous seres con- 
traint de me adorer, dont je metroverebicn glorioes, 
Jc envoye sur ce ung poste dtvers le roy d'Arogon 
pour ly prier qu'y nous voulle ayder pour a ce par- 
veuir, dont il est aussy content, moynant que je 
resigne Tenipir i nostre comun fyls Charls, de sela 
aussy je me suys contente. Je commance aussy 
practiker les Cardinaulx, dont ii C. ou iii C. mylle 
ducats me ferunt ung grand sersice, avcque la par- 
tiaHt6 qui est deja entre eos. Le roy d'Arogon 
a inande a son ambaxadeur que yl vculent favoury- 
•er le papat a nous. Je vous prie, tones cette mat- 
ere empu secret, ossi bien en brieff jours je crcins 
que yl faut que tout le monde le sache, car bien 
mol esti possible de pratikcr ung tel sy grand matere 
secretement, pour laquell yl faut avoer de taut de 
gens et de argent, succurs et pratikc, et a Diil, faet 
de la main de votre bon pere MvixiraiU^wvi* i>iX>iX 
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tiAf>«*, 1«^ xviii jriiir fie MtMiiliri*. F>* pnp* i^ c^ncor 
(n vyi'ViTH (liiliU, I'l lie |ii'(i)l loii^'« mrnt lyvii*.' 

'i hiM Mtfioiin pHTi', \^llllll it ih iiii|if;i»&il)lit to 
ti.iif.l.ilr ( |<ii ^lial liuiu'iiii^r fiili |/iv4' uu (t'ii'i|UUtii 
i<li .1 ol \ffV ll(l(i oM Cii'lJMiill I'M'tirhf) IH to \ni 

Idiiiid ill ihf IfMiiih volniur ol'hitU'rh ol l^nii* \jiti>, 
iiilnltd 111 Hfiir^M'h lf\' I'l. Fo)i)H'tlii in J7^•^ it will 

III Miljif II lit lo iiil«Mjii MH li n|' tiiy n'aiU*rh itM do not 
iiii'li i^Uiiid J-'ifin It, that liirt iiu|rf'riul iuiij<'tity tu'-. 
(juaihtrf jiin \it If IV I'll riiiii).f|iti't' timt li<« d4'&i;ii)ii n*rver 
lif 111 ({III 111 iiiilr.t-d v/oiiii'ti liny UKtrt'f l>iii Ut iim; nil 
It:: f ii(ii-:iviiinti lii |iiiif i.t<* Ihr |iit|mry, Hlid tlien lo 
liiiii |iiiiril, mid lit l('ii;'lli Ihtoiim' u oainl, tlint lilb 
III ill d;iii|;li|i'i' tiiuy \tf iilili|,'4-d tO|iiHy to liiiii, ullii ll 
111 hliitjl iri Ki'U iii:itlM'<d <'X( « <'iliii;i {,'loty, Jlc I'^x- 
|»ti-i*.M ^ f.'j<-iii v,:iiitoi two or llii'i'i; 1 1 II udrcrd tliouHiirid 
(luf iiU (o lurilitittc till' liiitfiiirhH, wliidi iw d<^iri*« 
limy III' krjit \f-iy mtii:!, lliouptli l|i; rliX'rt not doijl/l 
|ati itU I 111' wot Id will know it in two nr ihii'i' diiy»i 
Uiid I oiti Indcb v'.ifli hiyiiiii^, liiiiinrli /f//i//f Vupe, 

A»> 11 I oiiLnirit lo lliu m liip ot itnjxniil lollyf 1 
t-li:dl p:< .1 tit. my n-adi in with tin; oIIk i litti'i' 1 !liHi« 
liifiiid. It ws^M wiitii'ii l/y till' hidy Aiim-, widow of 
till' <foUoi l)oiM't and i'liiihioKi* MIm' liliMd' tiiii 
li'iiiii t of v^lioiii hlic Vrioti) i\\\t\ 111 ifi'h;) of fill' ^'rciii 
li(iiii*.(' o| ('lillotiM'iinihi ilaiidy Iroiit ulu'li, iiinoiif^ 
Uiaiiy lioM*' i< M iMoiir*, \\n; « iijoyid tin* liOi'i.iii{zli ol 
Aj'|.!< liV, iSir johi'pli \Villi:iiiiMHi, wirnliiiy oi olatii 
to ( liai ii ^ llic r( loitfl, wioli' Lo haiiii (i t aiididiiLi' to 
111 1 lot lliall/ii|oii;.'ii ; tli< hiavc i oiiuti ?::>, wjtlmll tllD 
t,iinL oi i|i r i^ini r-.toir-, und w|(li i\\\ Llii' 4 lo<iiu;ii(.'(f of 
4iidi |M ii'li-iit (jtrif r,|i ItiliH'd tlii:i lai oliir. ii|iKW<r|'. 

* i liaM* \n\i\ liiillii'il \iy an nMJt'|,i r, 1 iu\4t \iiti*\\ 
|ii;.'|i< I'd \i\ (t loiiit, I/ill J M/ill not l/iMlirtuli d tg 
l^y u t:iil.j>.-( L^ )'/ui' lii.Ln bliiLn't Aland. 

' A^^i; J'oi(f»j/r, l*i;MNitoKi:| 
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It has been imagined, that if an ancient inhabitant 
of this island, some old Saxon for example, or even 
m later times, a subject of one of our Harry's or our 
Edward's, could rise from his grave and take a sur- 
vey of the present generation, he would never suspect 
us to be the descendants of his contemporaries, but 
would stare about with surprize, and be apt to fancy 
himself among a nation of foreigners, if not among 
a race of animals of a different species. 1 have 
sometimes thought that such a person would be no 
Jess puzzled to know his country again, than his 
countrymen; such a change would he find in tlie 
Natural face of England, as well as in the manners 
ef its inhabitants. The great increase of public and 
private buildings, the difference of architecture, the 
frequent navigation of rivers, and above all, the in- 
troduction and whimsical variations of garden- 
ing, have contributed so effectually to new-dress 
our island, which before was covered with rude fo- 
rests and extended marshes, that it would require 
some time and pains to discover her ancient fea- 
tures under so total a disguise. This is more parti- 
cularly the case with the counties adjacent to Lon- 
don, over which the Genius of garden i.vo exer- 
cises his power so often and so wantonly, that they 
are usually new-created once in twenty or thirty 
years, and no traces left of their former condition. 
Nor is this to be wondered at; for gardening, 
being the dress of nature, is as liable to the caprices 
of fashion, as are the dresses of the human bodyj 
and there is a certain mode of it in every age, which 
grows antiquated, and becomes obsolete and ridicu- 
lous ia the next. So that were any man of taste 
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now (o lay out his (rniiind in the style which pre* 
Viiilfd less than liaJt' a rt'iitiiry u|;Oy it would oc'ca-' 
hiiin lis nuK-h (tHtonislmuMit iindhiu^htcr, at if a nia- 
r!rrii heau .should ajiprar in th«; dniwing-room in rt^ 
6to('kin;;«i, i,T iiitr(;diir(! hiniM'lf into a polite as* 
leniMyin one* of my lord i oppington's pcTriwigs. 

What uiiH thff prevailing mode in Milton's days 
may he giicsM^d from a passage in hisiL Fewsreoso^ 
wh«'r(* hcMlcscrihrn RKTiiiKi) LEISURE taking his 
dr'!i;;ht in frhti f^ardatf, T\u: practice^it seems, was 
to cnii^roidrr and Hourish over the ground with cm- 
riouM knots offhucrs^ as i\\i\ same poet calls them in 
another part of liis workn; and in this there was 
soniclhinuof rhr'crfuhicsH and gaiety atleast, though 
thf^juriicinus cyr roidd not help being displeased 
with tlie fantiLstic (piaintni'ssof the design. 

James the Hi'cond was dcpobed, and tlie immortal 
Jiing William rame to t)i(; crown of thoKe kingdoms; 
an irraiiH remarkable in tlie annaln of OARDKNiwa 
lis in thdse of ^overnm' nt; hut far less auKpicious in 
till? fornKT instance. 'I'lic mournftd family of Yews 
raine ovt r with the lioiee of Orange; the sombra 
taste of lloUiind ^'rew into voi;ue; and straight ca- 
nals, rectiliiii^al walks, and rows of dipt evergreens 
were all the inod(>. It wits the eomplimcnt whicli^ 
Kn<;lanrl paid her new sovereign, to wear the drcs* 
of a I)iil( h morass. The royal gardens of Kca- 
firi^ton, llanipton-eoiirt and Richmond, »et the 
I'xjunple; and ;j[ood whiffs distinguished their loy- 
ally by fetching tlu'ir plans from iIk; same rountryi 
which had tlu; honour of producing', their king; a 
fiountry never preatly e(h:brated for taste in any in- 
M:incc, and least of all in llie article now under con- 
Mdcration. Hut sncli wen; the* errors of tlie times; 
our cohtioisseurs in their /eal all becana* mynheers; 
and it would probably have been then estftemcd as 
great a niurk of dibafiectioa to have laid out ground- 



i^ I5i WORLD* 77 

cUfferenl from the true Belgic model, as it would be 
iiow to wear a white rose on the tenth of June. 

This Dutch absurdity, like all other follies, had 
its run, and in time expired. The great Kent ap- 
peared at length in behalf of nature, declared war 
against the taste in fashion, and laid the axe to the 
root of artificial ever-greens. Gardens were no 
longer filled with yews in the shape of giants, Noah's 
ark cut in hollvj St. George and the dragon in box, 
cypress lovers, laurustine bearsj and all that race of 
root-bound monsters^ which flourished so long, and 
looked so tremendous round the edges of every 
grass-plat. At the same time the dull uniformity of 
designing was banished; high walls, excluding the 
country, were thrown down; and it was no longer 
thought necessary that every grove should nod at a 
rival, and every walk be paired with a twin-brother. 
The great master above-mentioned, truly the disci- 
ple of nature^ imitated her in the agreeable wildness 
and beautiful irregularity of her plans, of which there 
are some noble examples still remaining, that abun- 
dantly shew the power of his creative genius. 

But it is our misfortune that we always run be- 
yond the goal, and are never contented to rest at 
that point where perfection ends, and excess and 
absurdity begin* Thus our present artists in gau- 
DEXiKO far exceed the wildness of nature; and pre- 
tending to improve on the plans of Kent, distort 
their ground into irregularities the most ofi'ensive 
that can be imagined. A great comic painter has 
proved, I am told, in a piece every day expected, 
that the line of beauty is an S : I take this to be the 
unanimous opinion of all our professors of horticul- 
ture, who seem to have the most idolatrous venera- 
tion for that crooked letter at the tail of the alpha- 
bet. Their land, their water, must be serpentine; 
*ucl because the formality of th^ W-^X ^^^ i^u v^^ 
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marh into right linen 'aiid pandlels, a tpiritof oppo- • 
httioii curries the present univerBally into ciinres and 
nr.ues. 

It was questioned of some old mathematician, a 
greut hif;ot to his favourite sciuuce, wlietlier he 
would consent to ^o to heaven in any path that was 
ndt trimigtilar^ It may, I think, with equal pro- 
prifrty 1m; qiii-stioucd ot a modern gardener, whe* 
thrr he would consent to ^o thither in any path that- 
is not si;r]>otitinfiP Nothing on earth, at least, can- 

Iileobo out of that model ; and tlii*re is reason to he- 
i<!vr, that i>iiradih« ithcif would have no diarms for 
one of these ^l:ntlf;u1Rn, unless its walks he disposed 
info lahvriutli and nin*ander. In serious truth, the 
v;iMt multitude of groti^squc little villas, whtcli ^mw 
tip every sunmior, within a certain distance of Lon- 
<)on, und swann nion> especially on thcbonkri of the 
'^IliU)l<*^', arc fatal f>roof!» of the degeneracy of our 
national tiiste. Willi a de*8cription of one of these 
wliiiivical nothinr;s, mid with a few previous re- 
nt irk b upon the owner of it, I shall conclude tJiia- 
papcr. 

Sfjiiire INfushroom, the present worthy possessor 
otiilock^hill, wiUH horn al a little dirty village in 
llertfordKliire, and recuvcd Um; rudiments of his 
erUifation Lehiiwl a writing-desk, under the eye of 
bis faiher, who wnb ui\ attorney at law. It is not 
material to n latt; by what means he broke loose 
from the bonrlai^e of piirehment, or by what steps 
he rose from prima* val meanness ami obscurity to 
his present Htation in life. I/Ct it be sufTiciimt to 
fay, that at the aji" of forty Im found himself in pos- 
fiet.sion oC a c.onsifhrrable fortune. Being Urns en- 
ri(l»<-(l, he f/rew nmbifious of introducing himself to 
the world as a man of taste and plea^^uro; for whic h 
purpose he put an ed'iiu'i o( siiv«;r lace on his sur- 
Viuits wui^tcoatH, took into keeping u brace of 
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whores, and resolved to have a viLt a. Full of this 
pleasing idea, he purchased an old farm-house, not' 
far distant from the place of his nativity, and fell to 
building and planting with all the rage of taste. 
The old mansion immediately shot up into Gothic 
spires, and was plaistered over with stucco: the 
walls were notched into battlements; uncouth ani- 
mals were set grinning at one another over the gate- 
posts, and the hall was fortified with rusty svv()vds 
and pistols, and a Medusa's head staring tremeu'^tcMis 
over the chimney. When he had proceeded tiius 
fnr, he discovered in good time that his house weis 
not habitable: which obliged him to add two rooms^ 
entirely new, and entirely incolierent witli the rest 
of the building. Thus while one half is designed to 
giveyou the ideaof anold Gothic edifice, tlie other half 
]ircscnts to your view Venetian windows, slices of pi- 
laster, balustrades, and other parts of Italian archi- 
tecture. 

A library of lx)ok6, as it is esteemed an essential 
ornament in a modish villa, was the next object 
of thti s(|uire's ambition. I was conducted hito this 
apaFtni(«nt soon after its completion, and could not 
h«'l]> ()bser\iug with some surjirize that all the vo- 
hiwj*s on thefchelves were in duodecimo: at which 
<x pressing a curiosity, I received the following an- 
swer, verbatim: ' Why, sir, Til inform you how that 
matter came to pass ; I ordered my carpenter to 
iivkfe me vp a neat fashionable set of cases for tlie 
rece}»lion of books, and the d— — d blundering boo- 
by made all the shelves, as you see, of a size, only 
to hold your duodecimo's, as they call them; so I 
VTM oblhied, you know, to purchase books of a pro^ 
per dhnensiony and such as would iit the places they 
were to stand in.' 

But the triumph of his genius was seen in the dis- 
pobiiiou of his gardens, which coulvxm ^nv^t^ >\\\\vi^ 



feO WORLD. \S^ li 

in less than two arren ot' f^ruund. At your first en- 
trance, the crv'c is Kahit(*d with a y^ilow serpentine 
river, titagnutiti;; thruii^h n beautiful valley, whicl: 
« xtetids near twenty yards in length. Over the ri- 
\t;r is tlirown a bri<lgr, part I if in ike Ckiiiete manner 
and a little ship, with huils spread and streanien 
flying, floats in the midst of it. When you havi 
fxiSHC'd this bridi;e, you enter into a grove perplexec 
with erroi'H and crooked walks; where having troc 
the itanie ground over and over again, through a la- 
byrintl) ot honi-beani hedges, you are led into ar 
old herniituji^e built with roots of trees, which tlu 
squire is pleased to call St. Austin's cave. Hen 
he desires you to repose yourself, and expects ea 
coniiunis on his tasU;; after which a second rambU 
begins thn>ugh another maze of walks, and tlie lat 
error is irmcli worse than the first. At length, whei 
you uhnost despair of ever visiting daylight an] 
more, you emerge on a sudden in an open and cir 
cuhir area, richly chequered with beds of flowers 
and eml^ellishcd with u little fountain playing in thi 
center of it. As every folly must have a name, th< 
6({uire informs you, that by way of whim he has chris 
tt.ned this place littie Maryhon; at the upper end o 
which you are conducted into a pompous, clumsy 
nnd gilded building, said to be a temple, and conse 
crated to Venus; for no other reason which I couU 
learn, but because the stjuire riots here sometimes ii 
Vulgar love with a couple of orange-wenches, takei 
from the purlieus of the j)lay-house. 

To conclude, if one wished to see a coxcomb ex 
posf) himself in tiie most eH'ectual maimer, one %voul< 
advise him to build a villa; which is i\\e chcj 
d autre of modern impertinence, and the most con 
spicuous stage which Folly coii possibly xuouot ti 
dbplay herself to the world. 



N* iff. -WORLD^ 81 



No. Iff. THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 1753. 



It was very well said by Montaigne, * That all ex- 
ternal acquisitions receive taste and colour from the 
internal constitution ; as clothes give warmth, not 
from their own heat,* but by covering and keeping 
close the heat that is in ourselves.' 

Every man's experience will prove the truth of 
this observation; as it will teach him, both from 
what be feels in himself, and observes in others, 
that without a disposition for happiness, tlie bene- 
fits and blessings of life are bestowed upon him in 
vain ; and that with it, even a bare exemption from 
poverty and pain is almost happiness enough. 

I am led to this thought by the following letter, 
which I received near two years ago from a very 
valuable friend. The reader will perceive that it 
was not written with a view of publication ; but as 
it presents us with a very natural picture of domes- 
tic happiness, and instructs us how an elegant little 
family may live charitably and within bounds upon 
an income of only fifty pounds a year, I shall give it 
to the public exactly as I received it. Those who 
have feeling hearts will call it an entertainment ; to 
the rest it is not written. 

York, June the 14th, 175 U 

DBAB Silly 

The reason that you have not heard from me 
fhr Uiese last ^we weeks is, that the people where I 
have been have engrossed all my time and attention. 
Perhaps you will be surprized to hear, that I have 
lived a complete month with our old friend, the reC'* 
tor of South-Green, -and his houestwif^* 
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You know with what compassion we used to tliiuk 
T)f them ; that a man who had mixed a good deal 
with the world, and who had always entertained 
hopes of making a figure in it, should foolishly, aud 
:it an age when pcojJe generally grow wise, throtf 
away his afi'ections upon a girl worth nothing: aud 
that^:he, one of the liveliest of women, as well as tfao 
lincst, should refuse the many advantageous offen 
which were made her, and follow a poor parson to 
hib livhi^ of fifty pounds a year, in a remote comrf 
of the kingdom. But I have leanit from experience 
that we have been pitying the happiest couple of ou^ 
ilcquaintance. I am impatient to tell you all I know 
of them. 

The ]mrifch of South-Green is about seventeen 
miles from this place, and is in my opinion the most ' 
pleasing sj)ot of ground in all Yorkshire. — I should ' " 
have first lold you, that our friend, by the death of 1 
a relaticMi, was enabled to carry his wife from Lon- 
don with a neat two hundred and fifty guineas in his 
pocket; with which sum he has converted the old 
parsonage-house into a little palace, and fourteen 
acres t)f glebe into a farm and garden, that even a \ 
Pklham or a South cote might look upon with ] 
pleasure. 

The house stands upon an eminence within the 
bending of a river, with about half an acre of 
kitchen-garden, fenced in with a good old wall, well 
planted with fruit trees, 'i'lio river that almost sur- 
rounds this little spot, afl'ords them fi^h at all sea- 
sons. They catch trout there, and plenty of them, 
from two to five pounds weight. Before tlie house 
is a little lawn with trees planted in clumps; and be- 
hind it a yard well stocked with poultry, with a bam, 
cow-house, and dairy. At the end of the garden a 
draw-bridge leads you to a small piece of ground, 
vh«re three or four pi;;s are kept. Here they lutfe 



J^ 16. WORLB. 83 

fattened for pork or bacon ; the latter they cure 
themselves; and in all my life I never eat better. 

In the seven years of this retirement, they have 
so planted their little spot, that you can hardly con- 
ceive any thing more beautiful. The fields lie all 
together, with pasture-rground enough for two horses 
and as many cows, and the rest arable. Every- 
thing thrives under their hands. The hedges, all of 
their own planting, are the thickest of any in the 
country, and within every one of them is a sand-, 
walk between a double row of flowering shrubs, 
hardly ever out of blossom. The produce of these 
fields suppliies them abundantly with the means of 
bread and beer, and with a surplus yearly for the 
poor, to whom they are the best benefactors of any 
in the neighbourhood. The husband brews, and the 
wife bakes; he manages the farm, and she the dairy; 
and both with such skill and industry, that you 
would think them educated to nothing else. 

Their house consists of two parlours and a kitchen 
telow, and two bedchambers and a servant's room 
above. Their maid is a poor woman's daughter in 
the parish, whom they took at eleven years old, and 
have made the handiest girl imaginable. She is 
extremely pretty, and might marry herself to ad- 
vantage, but she loves her mistress so sincerely, 
that no temptation is strong enough to prevail upon 
her to leave her. 

In this sweet retirement they have a boy and a. 
girl; the boy six years old, and the girl four; both of 
them the prettiest little things that ever were born. 
The girl is the very picture of her mother, with the. 
same softness of heart and temper. The boy is a 
jolly dog, and loves mischief} but if you tell him an 
interesting story, he will cry for an hour together. 
The husband and wife constantly go to bed at ten ; 
yid pse at six. The business qf th<i da.^ \s cqvc^. 



M won B. N» Iff. 

iiioiily finislirrl hv diiinrr-tiinr; nnd all after ii 
niiiiiM!iiiriit mik) plciLMiins without uuv M't fonii<i. 
'I'hcv nri: aliiinht worNliippi'd hy tin* piirisitioiicni, to 
Mliotii till* (l(irt(»r \h not only tli(^ F)iinttiul rlirfctor, 
hill thi* pliyHif-ian, tlie mir^con, tlu' upothcrury, iUa 
liiwyiT, till* htfwani, th(! friend aiifl tiK* chcurfiil 
roni]):uiioii. 'I'ht* hcfit propir in th<* country are 
fond of viHitint; tlifni; thc;y rull it uniwj, to act; tho 
wmidiTH of Vdrkhhirc, and luy Uiat they never eat 
fto hrarlily iLM of the |>iirson'HhiU'on and f;n'f;ti9. 

I tohl yon ut the In-^Mnnin^ of thiH letU I that thry 
were the hap)ii<.Mt couple of our fir(]uaintari('e; and 
now I will tell you why they un* ko. In the firni 
pliu-r, thry love and are delighted with each other. 
A K4:ven yearH niarrin'^c, iuslead of leKsening tli'*ir 
utleetioiiM, h:iH ine reused them. 'I'liey wisih for no- 
tiling more than what their little inronie afl'ords 
them; and even of that little tliey lay up. Our 
friend shewed me Iuh iu*<'ount of expeneeH, or rather 
lii.<i wife'H aerotnit; hy which it appearH that they 
ii:iv(' •'uvi'd yearly from fifteen shilliiiffH to a guinea, 
exclusive, of aU«ut the sanif Kum, vhieh they dis- 
trihiih' amon^ the poor, h('sid<'.'> harlry, wheat, and 
tv'iMily other thini.'H. 'riicir onlv article of luxury 
' )H tea; hut the dot Lor siivs lie wouhl forhid that, if 
hin wilt' could for^V'^ '^'t li<indou education. How- 
ever, they Hcldom ofl'cr it hut to their hest rom})anVy 
(ind less thnna pound will I:ist llirni a twelvemonth. 
Wine they hav<j none, nor will they receive it a« a 
))reHent. Their (tonslant drink is snudl heer and 
iiU; both of which they hrew in the hi;{heHt perfec- 
tion. K\en'iM.t and teniperanct^ ke<*p them in per- 
jietual health and goofi-humour. All the Htrife he- 
tween them is who Kiinll ple:is(> and ohli^e most. 
Tli(!ir favourites amusenient \h reading: now-and- 
then, iuih^edy our tViend Hciibbles a little; but h\% 
})C'rfonuuiicC9 reach uu liutUcr tUuu u vhorl scnnouy 



or a paper of verses in praise of his wife. Every 
birth-day of the lady is constantly celebrated in this 
manner ; and though you do not read a Swift to his 
Stcll^ yet there is something so sincere and tender 
EH these little pieces, that I could never read any of 
Ibem witJiout tears. In the fine afternoons and 
evenings^ they are walking arm in arm, with their 
boy and girl, about their grounds; but how cjiear- 
(ul, how happy ! is not to be told you. Their chil- 
dren are hardly so much children as themselves. 
But though they love one another even to dotage, 
their fondness never appears before company. I 
never saw either of them so much as playing with 
the other's hand — I mean only wl>tn they have 
known I was witliin sight of them ; f have stolen upon 
them unawares indeed, and have been witness tQ 
4uvh words and look^ a$ have quite melted me. 
With this cpuple, and in this retirement, 1 have 

Cii^d my time sijiceyou heard from me. I low 
pjly I need not say: come and be a judge your- 
self; they ipvite you mos^t heartily. 

Q|ie Uiipg I had forgot to tell you of them. It 
WH^es t\o part of their happiness that they can com- 
pare themselves with the rest of the world, who 
^rant minds to enjoy themselves as they do. It ra- 
ther lessens than encreases it. Their own happi- 
^ess is from their own hearts. They have every 
thing they wish for in this fifty pounds a year and 
Vne another. They make no boast of themselves, 
<ior find fault with any body. They are sorry I am 
Hot as happy as they ; but are far from advising me 
\o retire as they have done. I left a bank note of 
twenty pounds behind me in my room, inclosed in a 
letter of thanks for their civilities to me; but it was 
returned me tliis morning to York, in a manner 
tliat pleased me more tlian all the rest of their bi^- 
Laviour. Our frieud tliauked mc .for the tax our I 
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iiitf iidi <\ liim; Init t('l<l mo I cnitM lirHtnw it botter 
iiiiKiii^ t)i<' pocr. 'Hint hiH iK'ird- and lin had been 
look ill' o\(T the luiiiilv lUToiititH of )il^t tiioiith, and 
tliiit thcY t'oiiiul inr only ii t'cw sliillingH in their 
d(l>t. 'Miut it 1 (lid not think they y^arc u thousand 
tinK'H oviT-|mid by xUv jilcasurr 1 hud given thrm, 
tht-y would Ih' ol)li^(*<l to me for ii pound of ten, and 
n litllr of Ihirdhani'it Mudlwhrn 1 got to lx>ndon. 
I ho]H> soon to MT you, and to ontcrtaun you by 
the week with thr purlicuhirB of the parson und hl| 
wiiv. Till then, 

J amy &c. 



No. 17. 'nilJlSDAY, ArillL 26*, 1753. 



1 WICK in rvrry y<'ar arr solrmnized thoRc grand 
di\<Thions, with which our uol>ilityy gentry, and 
others, entertain thcniM'lvt^H at Newmarket; and ac 
this is the vernal H(>a»on for the cehibrution of those 
curious sports an<l festivalH, and as they ar<;, at this 
time, likely to be held with the utmoHt hplendor 
and nui^'niticenee, I think it may not be improper to 
anius<' my town iraderH with one bingle ])aper upon 
the sul»jc ct. 

In this [ will endt'avour to set forth the uM;ful« 
iK'SH of these anniversary meetings, deM'riI)ing the 
manner and method of exhibiting such gmnen; und 
then shew what benefit may arise to th<^ kingdom, 
by horse-races in general, on the one hand; and 
what (h'trinientnuiy happen from tla nito the])ub]ic, 
on the other, by their Kpreuding too widely over tlio 
whole kingdom. 

] read in one* of the ntws-papers of lost week, the 
following artirle: * 'Tia said that garrets at New- 
market an; let at four guineas each, for the time of 
tlic fleeting/ \Vliut| miX I to i^\yhQU, arc our prin-^ 
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cipal nobility content to lie in garrets, at such an 
exorbitant price, for the sake of such amusements ? 
Or are our jockey-gentrj', and tradesmen, extrava- 
gant enough to throw away their loose corn (as I 
may properly call it on this occasion) so idly and 
ridiculously ? To be sure tliere is not a more noble 
diversion than this. In its original, it was of royal 
institution, and carried on in the beginning witli 
much honour and integrity; but as the best consti- 
tution will always degenerate, I am fearful this may 
be grown too much into a science, wherein the adepts 
may have carried matters to a nicety, not altogether 
reconcileable to the strictest notions of integrity; 
and which may by degrees, by their allecting to be- 
come notable in the profession, corrupt the morals of 
Our young nobility. The language of the place is 
generally to be understood by the rule of contra- 
ries. If any one says his horse is a pretty good one^ 
but as slow as a toun-top (for similics are much in 
use) you may conclude him to be an exceeding 
speedy one, but not so good at bottom. If he men- 
tions his design of throwing a particular horse soon 
out of training, you may be atisured he has a mind to 
match that horse as soon as he can ; and so it is in 
every thing else they throw out. Foreigners who 
come here for curiosity, cannot be Jihewn a finer 
sight than these races, which are almost peculiar to 
this country: but I must confess that I have been 
fometimes put a little to the blush ai incidents that 
arc pretty preynaiit in the place. Every body is 
Pressed so peiteclly alike, that it is extremely dif- 
ficult to distinguish betwv;en his grace and his 
fHiooM. 1 have heard a stranger ask a man of qua- 
lity how often he dressed, and watered his horses? 
how much corn, and bread, and hay, he gave them? 
how many miles they thought he could run in such 
ft number of minutes ? and how long he had lived 

1 a 
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vitli liiH ninMcr ? Tliosr who have bocn at tlie plaee 
vill not Im* siirpri/c(l at tliiite mistokrs; for a fiaif 
<;(' boots, and ImckHkiii brcorhcs, a fustiao frock« 
with a IratlKM- Im'U about it, and a black vc^Ivet cap, 
is the rfiiiitiioii rovcrlii^ (»r th(! wholn tuwn: so that 
if tbr iimiflf (Io''h ikiI (liHrr, the* oiithicio of my lord 
mid hi> ii<lrr aiv <vxa<^lly tho Haiiic*. Thrm is ano- 
tlii r most remarkable afl'rctatioiiy which is this: 
thf^Hc who ar<! known to have tho most, and pcrfaaptf 
Ix'Ht horfii'S of the plii('f% aIwA>'s ap))cur thcrosclvci 
on the v(>ry wcH'st, and gc) to tlu! turf on some ordi- 
nary srniblil, scano worth five fxiiinds. From pcr- 
vTHis tluiH mounted and arcontrcd, what a surprise 
must it ]>o. to hear a InHt ofTored of an hundred* 
founds to fifty, imd Kometimes three hundred t» 
two, whf^n you would im.'i'^ine the ri<ler to be wiaXcM 
v-orth a p;roat! In that rirrular convention heforv 
llie race lHp;tnfl,at the fhwil'B Ditch, all are hull fcl- 
!f)WM \vt\\ met, anil eviTy one is at lilnrty, taylof^ 
distiller, or otlierwise, to oflV-r and take such bctt% 
iiM bethinks proper; and many thousand pounds are 
usually laid on a side. Whr^n the horsf^s are ia 
fcif^ht, and come near Thoak-Jade, immediately the 
4<inipany all di«perH<», an if the <levil ruB«! out of hi» 
<litrh and drove them, to ^et to the turning of tha' 
lands, the rest-post, or Home other station, tliey' 
< huse, for wreinjr tlu! push nuule. Now the r.ont<^4>- 
tion becomes animatiuL'. Tis delightful to see two^ 
or sometimes more, of tho most beautiful animals of 
the creation, Hlru;;i;ling for 8U)H>riority, ntretrhiiig 
<'very muscle and sim^w to obtain the prize, and rear:h 
the ^oal ! to observe the i^kill and address of the 
riders, who are all distinguished byditl'erent colours^ 
4)f white, blue, ^rrvruy red, and yellow, 8omctim«« 
fr|)urriii/', or whip])in^, sometinu's cheeking or pul- 
Jiii;.r, to ^iv(^ fresh breath and eoura^'e! and it is' 
vlicu obborvcd tiiut the race is won, wi much by tha' 



!?• 17* woaLi>». i^ 

dexterity of the rider^ as by the vigour and fleetnes* 
oif the animal. 

AVheii the sport is over, the company saunter 
away towards the Warren-Hill, before the other 
horses, left at the several stables in the town, are 
rode out to take their evening exercise and their 
water. On this delightful spot you may see at once, 
above a hundred of the most beautiful horses in 
the universe, all led out in strings, with the j^rooms 
and boys upon tlicm, in their several liveries, dis- 
tinguishinw- <;ach person of rank they belong to. 
This is indeed a nuble i^iglit ; it is a piece of gran- 
deur, and an exj)enbive one too, which no nation 
can boast of, but our own. To this the crown con- 
tiibutes, not only by a very handsome allowance 
tor keeping horses, but also by giving plates to be 
run for by horses and marcs at diflVrent ages, in 
order to encourage the breod, by keeping up the 
price of them, and to make tlie breeders extremely 
careful of their race and genealogy. 

The pedigree of these horses is more strictly re- 
garded and carefully looked into, than that of a 
knight of Malta. They must have no blemished 
quarter in the family on either side for many gene- 
rations ; tlieir blood must have run pure and un- 
tainted, from the great, great, five times great grand- 
iathcr and grandam, to be attested in the most 
autlientic and solemn manner by tlie Iiand of the 
In^edcr. It is this care of the breed, and piirticu- 
larly with an eye to their strength, that makes all 
the world so fond of our horses. Many thousands 
are carried out of England every year ; so that it is 
beobme a trade of great consequence, and brings a 
vast balance of money to this countiy annually. 
The French monarch rides no other horses but ours, 
ill his favourite diversion of hunting. You may at 
any time see two or three hundred beautiful EngUiih 
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j,'f\(]\j)^^ 111 fhosT profit iiiul iiohlo fttablcs at Clian-' 
lilli. Most rif tlic (rfTiiitiii priiif'ffl, nnd rn;iny of 
tiirii- iioliility, iirr flfsiniim of having; Kii;|r]i8li liorACs; 
uri'l, I 'l:in' say, lii'< i»rrsfiit M y of I'— ^a, liow- 
I'vi r iiiilitiirv his fii-iiiiiK iiiav Iw, Inul nitht'r mount 
WW r.ii.',)i'-.|i horse ;it ii rn/Vu;of hi.f troops, tliaii a 
hrrnili id any sir;?/- in Kiiropv. 

'i'he r fMiiitry race's o\rr thf! wliciU' kin^Mom, am 
Vr'liaf I <'onf(r-ss ^'ivf inf ftonw little rlisrelinh to the 
^!^o;■l. r.vcrv roniity, an^l nlinf»st the wholft of 
il, i', in:i'l Hiirinj; the tinii* of the; racfs. Many siih- 
f.tiintiai firMMTH ^'o to them with thirty or fort/ 
]>onn<ls ill their porkirts, aufl return without one 
^in'.'1e rarihinL% Ilr n: they drink, and Irarn to ha 
virj'Mi", and the whole tini'; is spoilt in riot and 
di-ordcr. An fionest hntrher, that i-^ tiken in at 
ii hrir;e-n»ei', is lemptrrl perhaps, in hi?i rc'tum, tf> 
honow an o\, or a few sheep of his nvi;;lihour, \o 
ni^iKe II]) his losses. An indiistrioiiM trade.Mnan, or 
}i "ood farmer, Iihh som*;linU's turned hi;:hwaym{ui, 
t<i he even with th(; ro^'iu* that huhhlerj hini at tlitt 
raee*?. I 'poti the wh(»le, if [ rrinsidrT only how mueh 
tiiiif is lo-t to nil th': Inhoiirin^ men in this kiu^- 
dorn, by eounty raees, tli'; dainji;.^; they orea^iori 
is iminenw, \j\ wk siippoM* it hut a week's lahoiir 
ail over i'.uL^laiirl; iinrj (if y/v. ronsider th«' iiumlKT 
of plate.8 in tfie different nU'tro)»olis's, hesidcM tli& 
1( Kser rr>ijntry plates) tliis nuist hv allowed a vctj 
moderate: eomputatiun : and then let those two in- 
genious f;entlenien, Mr. l*(»nd and .Mr. lle}»(!r, how- 
<!ver they may he at varianee with eaeli other, join 
to roni])Ute how Tnueh tlje loss must he to the 
whole kinr;dom. I cjare answer tor it, that it must 
mnount to many hundred thousands of pounds. 
]>iit iift my paper wan prineipally desi;;ned in lionour 
rif horses, J will not he led to ur;»eany thiiij; aJ^;liu^t 
thoiij. llorbCj of ull kiiid;^ Imvc ever been held m 



the highest esteem. Darius was chosen king of 
Persia by the neighing of his horse, I question if 
Alexander himself had pushed his conquests half so 
£iry if Bucejphalus had not stooped to take him on 
his back'. An emperor of Rome made his horse a 
ponsul ; and it will be readily owned that the digni- 
ty was Bs properly conferred upon the beast, as the. 
Imperial diadem upon his master. 

I shifdl conclude this paper with a short extract . 
from Churchiirs collection of voyages. 

* In Morocco the natives have a great respect 
for horses that have been the pilgrimage of Mecca, 
■where Mahomet was born ; they are called Hadgis, 
or saints. Such horses have their necks adorned 
with strings of beads, and relicks, being writings 
wrapt up in cloth of gold or filk, containing the 
names of their prophet ; and when these horses die, 
tliey are buried with as niuch ceremony, as the 
nearest relations of their owners. The king of ISf o- 
rocco has one of them, whom he causes to be led 
before him when he goes abroad, very richly accou- 
tred, and covered with these writings ; his tail being 
held up by a chriflian slave, carr^ang in one hand , 
a'pot and a towel, to receive the dung and wipe the 
pofleriors.^ 
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The following letter had appeared earlier in the 
WoRLn, if its length, or (what at present happens 
to be the same thing) its merit had not been so 
great. I have been trying to (horten it, without 
robbing it of beauties ; but after many unsuccessful 
attempts, I find that the spirit of it is (as the human 
4oul ib imagined to be by some ancient philosophers^ 
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lutitt in iotUf rfio/ut intjuii/ihrt j/artf, I imv^iUrv:* 
loll', i Unnyytl tlii' loMji «if iiiv )'M)M'i\ f'liiihiiig ratlfrr 
to pn ".iriit my tf.itU-tM with ith 4 -xtni/irdiiMry UM" 
k1i('i-(, tlj;tii to k«'('|) t'rorii ilii'tii uiiy |onp>ir whal wat 
r* lit iiK lor tlH'ii iiibtriKiioM. At lli«- tnutm iiui^. I 
nniftt \t*% \iii\i' to biiy, tliut I hliiill li'-Mrr tltink niy- 
tf'lt olili(;<'<l to M'|i<';it my f om|j!»i^iiijf <•, hut to thfiM5 
of my ioiM''-iioii<liijt«, who, hi-.': tl.i* v.nt*rr of this 
h ti'-r, Mill iiifoiiii iiifr of th' ir yniViiui:t:% uiUi all 
1!m: tU-yaut I' ol v. it. 

'Jo Mr. l$f/.-AuAhi, 
Sill, 

I 'oii^ifhr you ui «ii{i)*h:ifM'nt:i| to th'? lawof (h4 
Lui'l. 1 t:ik<r your iiwlhoiity to h(}/hi, v.h«'r<^the 
j/owi-i of th'* hiw Mi<r . 'J'hf hiw in iiiti'iiflfij to «to|> 
the )iro^'/l:^.)) tii'i ttmf:n hy |iniii:;hill^, lh< III ; yf»iir ittf 
yff t* titii% r:ii(:ii):it<Tfl to « heel, the ronrh*: tA' folli«'* 
hy <'*|iOhiiiji tlii:iii. May you \tt' nior** :>urc:eisHful in 
tll«: hitKr til:Ui ti|i: hiw i« ill th«r form«'i ! 

I jioii thiii priiiMj'h' I >h:ill i:iv iiiy riLM: plainly 
\ji'\i,lt: >oii, .'tli'l rli- ilf your Jiilhhriftioil of it av tt 
*v:tMiiii;'. to (>lh<'r^.. 'l'hoii;?h Jt. iii:ty MJriii rirlinilou* 
to iijsiuy 'ti >"'•"■ P:i'h'i^, i < :jii !t^.»lll/•'' yon, hii\ that 
jt. ir: a V'ly iVlioil-; Oli'r to lli<', iiof v;ith»^t(iri'1iiig tiio 
jlhinliiMfJ f oiiif</it whi' h I iiiiyhl hiivi-, oi tiiiiikin|^ 
it ol Jnt'r Ji VM y romiiioii oiir. 

J :iiii :t ^'/'iit.|('iiriii oi :i |(-:i*:Oii;th|(' piitrrmtl i-Mni^ 
ill my f'oiiiify, aii'l wiv** sj^ km^'ht f/f thf hliir«r for 
It. IhtMii," v.hat i^ < all'-'l a v« ly ^oo<i faiiiily* 
iiitt /< rt, my <-li(-liofi inriiriihMi-fl my ir/.taU: witli » 
tiK till.' any t,i only fivi* tlioij^aiid pomi'ik; v.'hirli I 
h:A<' not \iron alil<* to cU-aiy in ili;.' tAi\l[ft't\ \,y n ^jood 
I't.Aft, whif h I \tii\t'. ^mA Mil' r, to llS'i* ill tiiWn, sind 
IN :ill the h«'::l rf|iii].;jhyy luii'r mofjt)«S III th<; yfr.'tr. 
I m:<rii< 'i Miiiahl<' lo my rin uiii'-.taij'.''*:. My wJIv 
waiit'rl iii:iKU' I forUm<; U-aut;, nor uh<krktuuditig« 
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Discretion and good-humour on her part, joined to 
good-nature and good-manners on mine, made us 
live comfortably together for eighteen years. One 
son and one daughter were our only children. We 
complied with custom in the education of botli. My 
daughter learned some French and some dancing ; 
and my son passed nine years at Westminster school 
in learning the words of two languages, long since 
dead, and not yet above half revived. When I took 
him away from school, I resolved to send him di- 
rectly abroad, having been at Oxford myself. ]My 
Mrife approved of my design, but tacked a proposal 
of her own to it, which she urged with some earnest- 
ness. * My dear,' said ishe, ' I think you do very 
right to send George abroad, for I love a foreign 
education, though I shall not see the poor boy a 
great while; but since we are to part for so long a 
time, why should we not take that opportunity of 
carrj'ing him ourselves as far as Paris ? The jour- 
ney is nothing; very little further than to our own 
house in the north ; we shall save money by it ; for 
every thing is very cheap in France ; it will form 
the girl, who is of a right age for it; and a couple of 
months with a good French and dancing master will 
perfect her in botli, and give her an air and manner 
that will help her off in these days, when husl^ands 
«e not plenty, especially for girls with only five 
tliousand pounds to their fortunes. Several of my 
acquaintance, who have lately taken trips to Paris, 
have told me, tliat to be sure we should take thi» 
opportunity of going there. Besides, my dear, as 
neither you nor I have ever been abroad, this 
little jadnt will amuse and even improve us; for it 
Hi the easiest thing in the world to get into all thd 
beat company at Pari«.' 

Mv wife had no sooner ended her speech (which 
I easily perceived to be the result ol u\(^d\X'OL\!v^vw\ 



H. II iiiy «l;n';lili r f .f i h-d nil Iwr Jiltl*' 'Infjurnrff 
III >■' I II i< I in;' h' I iii'>tlii-|' iii'itifiii. * Av, rirur ptlpfl/ 

• ill In-, * \r* II*; t o V. I'll ln'il!ii r tij J'ari'- ; il will 
J.« ;!»'■' Ii.iiiiiiii;;« ^l lliinrin tin* v.oi M ; \vr ^liall mt* 
i>!l ti ' III ■■-( = t t:i' Ihoiih till M- : I ■ Ij.ill Iriirii to thwu** 
fit M:ir-.i ill' ; 111 ^Iif'it, I ^l^lil |i<* <|iiifr {iiidtluT 
(j<- fiiii' ill*' r iS. \«<ii .-'r lii)\v mv '''III: in Kitty 
'.. • itiiji.i. .' 'I l»v ;Miiii.r In r.iii-; l.i'-l y«iir; 1 hnnlly 
l.i" V I.' r iijiiiin uliL-ii slir ( jiMwr tiji' k : fln^ (irjr 
|; i;. I, 1' f II'. ;;'i/ 

'I li" .»)»' 'inlii', off!' |ir(»|)r> :;■] '.triMk iiK? fit first, 
:i;'l I \t.]r''\i\- ; ;i. t lioii-.iii'i liiif.tiv f niriirif'S in it^ 
lli'iii.'li iif't hiilr > r* iM.UiV :r: I )i.i\r -mk c frit. Ilow" 
f'\ri, Liinv.ni;' tliil (ii.iM rniif i iidirtioii tJioiicrtt 
Mi}i|,<)i |«(| )iv til'- li< -t ni.'iini 11^-^, v.iv* nfif tlic likf> 
III- t iik'IIkmI tfiMiiivrtt ii t< iM il'' fli<-')iitMnt, I smn- 

• 'I ;i lilil*' t(Ml<Hilil, iinfl (MiitiMt*'! rir/M-II" uiMi Nny- 
m:', * 'I hut I uji'i h'lt, lit first fiiht. Mt l*»st, sriwi- 

h]r ni' tlir riiJUiV Ji'l v;iiit,i.'-,( •; '.vITu li tll'V lisui '•milTlC- 
JMt'wl; lint tli;il r.ii tlic (-nntifUV ( ti)i])n'iir-||(l(^ A 
|.',n nt. dr;il nf Iroiililf in 111*' jonnn-y, }iri<l iniiny in- 
« r»nvrtiiifici» s in rf.iisi «|ii/n( cnt i'. 'Ilmt. I liHfl not 
nl>«(iv*fl MMny ni« fi di m/ ;r_'r rfmsidrr.'iUlv iin- 
pnr.rd l»y tli'ir ti.ivi'I^; Iml lliiit I ii;i(i hitrly wrii 
iiijHiy \^f»nir-n nl" Inr., Iifrniu" very liriiciilous by 
tli<'if<;; nnd tlwit fnr mv diiu/'lif'-r, m<; slif Yiud not n 
hn*' rortim*', I ^.iw no nfisMty (»t Imt Ih inp a fine 
l.'i'lV'' lIcM'tlif ('ill intm iiti(<'l inr, uith siivintz, 

• r"f»r tliJit vciy H'.'iKfMi, |.n|);i, f ^ImmiM l;r n fun: 
I'l'iy. Iifiiiff ill f;i'(iinii i.-; (»fl« n m*; inorl ;i.s lirinu ii 
I'li'tinif^; iiud \ lifivi- KiM'vvn iiiu 'ii' *^'v iinrl iU'(.-(;iij- 
plisiiiiK-nts stciiifl niiiny u woiuiin in ilciir) of n for- 
li/iic* * Nay, to \tv siirc/ ji'l'h d my wilr, * the 
fill i<4 in tlir- ri(',lit m that ; iin'l il'vith iirr li^iin* sIm 
f" Is n MTtiiin air anri niai)n«'i, I (Mnnot srr \vhy nho 
niiiv not rcuKonahiv ho))(' to he as aHvanta^conftly 
iiiiirricdy us jady iiClly Tuwnly, or the two uiui 
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Bellairs, who had none of them such good fortunes/ 
[ found by all this, that the attack upon me was n 
©ncerted one, and that both my wife and daughter 
ferpi strongly infected with that migrating distemper, 
rbtch has of late been so epidemical in this king- 
bm, and which annuUlly carries such numbers of 
«ir private families to Paris, to expose themselves 
here as English, and here, after their return, as 
•"rench. Insomuch that I am assured that tlio 
•'rencb call those swarms of English which now, in 
i manner, over-run France, a second incursion of 
he Goths and Vandals. 

I endeavoured as well as I could to avert 
his iurpending foll}^ by delays and gentle persua- 
k>ns, but in vain; the attacks upon me were daily 
epeated, and sometimes enforced by tears. At 
Etst I yielded, from mere good-nature, to the joint 
mportunities of a wife and daughter whom I loved ; 
tot to mention the love of ease and domestic quiet, 
rhich is, much oftener than we care to own, the 
rue motive of many things that we eitlier do or 
imit. 

My consent being thus extorted, our setting out 
T2LS pressed. The journey wanted no preparations ; 
(re should find every thing in France. My daugh- 
er, who spoke some French, and my son's governor^ 
rho was a Swiss, were to be our interpreters upon 
be road ; and when we came to Paris, a Frencii 
ervant or two would make all easy. 

But, as if Providence had a mind to punish our 
oily, our whole journey was s^ series of distresses. 
rVe had not sailed a league from Dover, before a 
rioient storni arose, in which we had like to have 
leeii lost. Nothing could equal our fears but our 
ickness, which perhaps lessened them: at last we 
;ot into Calais, v/here the inexorable custom-house 
ifficer^ tpok awq-y half UiV? few things which we kA<i 



96 woiiiD« K^lts 

carru'd with uff. Wc hired some chabes, which 
])ro\T(l to \}ii old mid shattered oiirs, and broke ■ 
down with us :it least every tf.*n miles. Twice we 
were (iverturiied, uiid some of ua hurt, tliouj;h tlicre 
are no bad roadii in France. At lengtii, tJie itixth 
day, we got to Parii<, wliere our banker had pro* 
vided a very goorl lodging (or us ; that is, very good 
rtjonis, very well furnii>ii(.'d, and very dirty. Jlcre 
the great scene o]>ens. My wife and daughter, who 
had Ix'eit a good deal disheartened by our dii^- 
trishrs, recovt-red their sjiirits, and grew extremely 
impatient for a consultation of the necessary tradeft- 
peo))le, when luckily our banker and his lady, in- 
formed of our arrival, came to make us a visiL 
lie gracionsly brought me five thousand livres, 
w'hirii he assured me was not'niorctliau what would 
be n(H:essary for our lirHt setting out, as he called 
it; wiiile his wife was pointing out to mine the mosi 
compendious method of hpending tliree times us 
mucii. J told 1)1 rn that I hoped that sum would he 
very near hiinicii nt for the whole tune; to which 
hti anfwered coolly, * No, sir, nor six times Uiat 
tium, if you propose, as to be sure you do, |o appear 
hen; honnvtiinvnt' 'i1iis I confess startled me a 
(;ood deal; and I called out. to my wife, ' Do you 
hear that, child !' Shereplicui, umuovcd, ' Yes, my 
dear; but now that we are here, tliere Ls no help 
for it; it is but onci^, uj)on an extraordinary occa- 
Kir)n; and one would not care to appear among 
Utt rangers like scrubs/ I made no answer to thi^ 
6olid reasoning, but rcsolvc'd within m}S(df to 
shortc'ji our stay, and lessen our follies :is much as I 
could. My bank<.T, after having charged himself 
with tlie canj of procuring mo a QuroHae de Ttmw 
and a xakt de place for the next day, wluch in pkin 
Knglish is a hired coach and a footman, invited us 
(p pa^M all the next day at M> liouse, where be as- 
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surcd us that we should not meet with bad com- 
pany. He was to cany me and my son before din- 
ner to see the public buildings, and his lady was to 
call upon my wife and daughter to cany^ them to 
the genteelest shops, in order to fit tliem out to ap- 
pear honnttemmt. The next morning I amused my- 
self very well \\'ith seeing, while my wife and dt^ugh- 
ter amused themselves still better by preparing 
themselves for being seen, till we met at dinner at 
our banker's ; who, by way of sample of the excel- 
lent company to which he was to introduce us, pre- 
•sented to us an Irish abbi*, and an Irish captain of 
Clare's; two attainted Scotch fugitives, and a young 
IScotch surgeon who studied midwifiy at the Hotel 
Ditv, It is true, he lamented that sir Harbottle 
Bumper and" sir Clotworth}' Guzzledowu with their 
families, whom he had invited to meet us, happened 
unfortunately to have been engaged to go and drink 
. brandy at Nucilly. Though this company sounds 
'^ but indifferently, and though we should have been 
Q very sorry to have kept it in London, I can assure 
^ you, sir, that it was the best we kept the whole 
time we were at Paris. 

I will omit many circumstances which gave mr 
untiasiness, though they would probably aft'ord some 
entertainment to your readers, that 1 may hasten to 
the most material ones. 

In about three days the several mechanics, who 
were charged with the care of disguising my wife 
und daughter, brought home their respective parts 
of this transformatiou, in order that they might 
appear honmtancnt. More than the whole morning 
was employed in this operation ; for we did not sit 
down to dinner till near five o'clock. ^Vhen my 
wife and daughter came at last into the eating 
room, where I had waited for them at least two 

hours, I was so struck with their tr'<ui^{oiYi\^\io\2k^ 
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that I could neither conceal nor express my 
•astiniishmont. * Now my dear/ said my wife, * we 
can aj)]}(^ar a little like christians.' ' And strolleiy 
too/ replied 1; * for such have I seen, at Soulb- 
wark-fair, the respectable Sysigambis, and the love- 
ly Parisatis. This cannot surely be serious !' * Very 
serious, depend upon it, my dear/ said my ^ife; 

* and prjiy, by the way, what may there be ridicu- 
lous in it ? No such Sysigambis neither/ contiuucd 
^^e ; * Betty is but sixteen, and you know I had her 
iit four-and-twcnty.' As I found that the name of 
Sysigambis, carrying an idea of age along wiUi i^ 
was oH'ensive to my wife, I waved the parallel; 
and addressing myself in common to n)y wife aud 
(laughter, I told them, * I perceived that there vas ^ 
a {)ainter now at Paris, who coloured much higher 
than Rigault, though he did not paint near so like; 
for that I could hardly have guessed them to be 
the pictures of themselves/ To this tliey both 
answered at once, * That red was not paint; that 
no colour in the world wojs fard but white, of which 
they protested they had none. * But how do you 
like my pompon, papal' continued my daughter; 

* is it not a charming one ? I think it is prettier thau 
mannna's.' * It may, child, for any thing that I 
know; because I do not know what part of all this 
fnp])ery thy^ pompon is/ ' It is this, papa,* replied 
thegirl, putting up iier hand to her head, and shewing 
me in the middle of her hair a complication oi 
f.hrrds and rags of velvets, feathers and ribbands, 
stuck with false stones of a tliousand colours, and 
placed awr}'. * But what hast thou done to thy 
hair, child! said I; is it blue? Is tliat painted too 
by the same eminent hand that coloured thy 
cheeks?' * Indeed, pap'a,' answered the girl, * as I 
told you before, there is no painting in the case; 
but v.'hat gives my buir that bluish ciwt i$ the jircY 
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powder, which has always that effect upon dark- 
roloured hair, and sets off the complcxi^ju v.onder-' 
tully.' * Grey powder child V said I, wiih sonic t-ur- 
prize: * Grey hairs I knew were vcncraMo; but till 
this moment I never knew tluit they were ^t ntccl/ 
'" Extremely so, with sc^nie ccjmy Icxions,' tiiiid my 
wife; • but it does not suit with mine, and I never 
use it/ * You are much in tlie ri^ht, my d(?ar/ re- 
plied I, * not to play with edge-tools. Leave it to 
the girl.' This, which perha} s was too hastily said, 
and seemed to be a second part of the Sy^igamhis, 
was not kindly taken; my wife was silent all dinner- 
time, and I vainly hoped ashamed. My daughter^ 
drinik with dress and sixteen, kept up the conver- 
sation with herself, till the long-wished-for m(.nicnt 
of the opera came, which separated us, and left me 
time to reflect upon the extravagances which I had 
already seen, and upon the still greater which I had 
but too much reason to dread. 

From this period to the time of our return to 
England, every day produced some new and shining 
folly, and some improper expence. Would to God 
that they had ended as they began, with our jour- 
ney ! but unfortunately we have imported them all. 
I no longer understand, or am understood, in my 
family, I hear of nothing but ie ban ton. A French 
valet de chambre, who I am told is an excellent 
servant and fit for every thing, is brought over to 
furl my wife's and my daughter's hair, to moimt tt 
dessert, as they call it, and occasionally to announce 
visits, A very slatternly, dirty, but at the same 
time a very genteel French maid, is appropriated to 
the use of my daughter. INIy meat too is as much 
disguised in the dressing by a French cook, as my 
wife and my daughter are by their red, tijeir pom- 
pons, their scraps of dirty gauze, flimsy sattins, and 
black callicoes; not to mention their affected 
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Iirokni r.n;'.li-.li, aiul iii.'in^lrd Kri'iiHi, ^liich jurii* 
}t\i'A toi;c'ilnT((>iii|Kis<* tlirir ])n's(iit lati^iiii^c. My 
J'lriK h and Kii^lisli sfTvaiiU (|uurn>l dully, mid 
lli'.lit, tor wiiiit of words to Jilnisfioiie tuiotlicr. My 
\\\U' U hfcotiif ridiciilon*! by being traiislutfd into 
I'lfncli, iiiifl tlif* vciHidii of my diuigiitcr will, I dure 
flny, liindcr many a wr)rtliy Kn<;]iHli gciitlrniuii from 
Att«-ni|itin^ to nad Iict. My cxprurr (an<l coiiiio 
fjticntly my debt) inrnMmcA; and I am made nions 
unhappy by follicH, than most oilier people are 
hy c.riiiUM. 

Should yon think fit to publish this my case, to« 
l^rthcr with Honif c)bH4TvationH of your own upon it, 
I hopr it may prov<! a ufMrful IMiaro% to drtrr pri- 
vate Knglibh funiilit^s from th(; roast h of Trance. 

I am, Sir, 
Your xcrjj humblf; servant^ 

II. D. 

My rorrr»pondont has said enough to caution 
flnulish j;OFitlc.mfMi against rarryiFi^ iUvxx wives and 
daughters to Paris; but I shall add a few words of 
tny own, to dissuade tlie ladies theniselves from any 
in< lination to such a vagary. In the first ))lace, I 
assure tiiem that of all Trenrh ra|;outs tiie.re is none 
to whieli an Knglislunan has so littl(> appetite as an 
1''iigli>;h iady si^rved up to iiim t\ La Fra/icuifc, Next 
I be;^ l(*a\(! to inform th(?m, lliat the Treneli tasto 
in beauty is so difl'erent from ours, that a pretty 
Kn;;Ii.sh woman at l*aris, insteiul of UK^'ting with 
Chat udmlnition which hc;r vanity hopes for, is con- 
ftidenul only as a liundKome corpse ; and if, to pu^ 
a little life into her, sonu! ()f her compassionate 
I'riends there should j)erbuade her to lay on a great 
deal of rou^Cy in i/Uj^lish ciilled paint, slie must <:on- 
linueto wear it to e\tremr; old a^<'; unless she pre- 
I'crs u spot of real yellow (th(* ccrluia couse^piciice 



of paint) to an artificial one of red. And lastly, I 
propose it to their consideration, whether the deli- 
cacy of an English lady's mind may not partake of 
the nature of some high-flavoured wines, which will 
aot admit of being carried abroad^ though under 
right management, they are admirable at home. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sin, 

Pu E present age is over-run with romances, smd 
Yet 80 strong does the appetite for them continue, 
ihat, as Otwuy says on a less delicate occasion^ 

■■ " eviiy rank fool goes dawn, 

I am ftot surprized that any sketch of human na- 
ture, howsoever imperfect, should attract the atten- 
uon of the generality of readers. We are easily de- 
ighted with pictures of ourselves, and are some- 
umes apt to fancy a strong hkeness where there is 
JOt even the least resemblance. Those great mas- 
jers of every movement of the human mind, Homer 
md Shakspeare, knew well tliis propensity of our 
iispositions. The latter, from the nature of his 
initings, had more frequent opportunities .of open- 
ing tlie most minute avenues of the heart. The 
former, though his province was more confined, hu» 
let no occasion pass of exerting this ailectrng talent. 
lie has not only contrasted a vast variety of characters, 
ind given all the passions their full play, but even in 
the stiller parts of his work, the similies and descrip- 
tions, every thing is full of human life. It i» the 
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("ariiin wnmnn vfho ntiiins tliP ivorv; if 11 torrent 

clcyrciirlH from tlir iiioiititdins mime (:()ttu;^<:r trom- 

1 ' ^ .it tlif sfiinirl r>f it; iiiul tho fiiif* brukeii liiiulHkip 

: I (1.1 aii'i \\ri()(iK by inoou-light Iiiis u slicplicrdto 

• •• :i( .111(1 sifiiiiirc it.' 

t»Mt it i-^ not with sti( ft puinlfrs uh tlicHf* tliiit I am 
f'l I r.sriit roiifrriKMl. 'Mhv (Ip'W nally from ha- 
tnp : and at',f's li.ivr t^lt ainl applauclcd the tnitli of 
tiif'ir ilrsi^',11^. Wlirrf'Hs our iiKxlorii iirtist» (if we 
may pass tVnni tlir iiiollry n'|>rt-sriitatii>iiH tlioy 
pvr 11.1 of our Hprcirs) an; so f.ir from having hUi- 
i\\ri{ {\ir. iiatiir«'s of oilier |iim>)>1i% that they scldoni 
scMiii to have till* h'a.st urqiiaiiitaiirc with thum- 
♦cIm'h. 

'Ill*' writers of herciir roiiniKT, or tho l/)V<'s of 
Pliilor'iOMis arifl I'raniaf prol'essedly soar ahuvr mt" 
tiirr. Tliey ititrodue*' into their deseripti<iiis trees, 
water, an, i\^'. like eommoii mortals; i)iit then all 
their rivers are c:learer than crystal, and every hree/i; 
is im{>re/;nated willi tlie spices of Arabia. 'Ihv nian- 
iiers of iheir persona'^cs seem fidl as extraordinary 
to our firnsH ideas, \V«; are. apt to suspect thr vir- 
tue of two youn^^ people who ar<' rapturously in love 
with (!ach other, and who travfd whuln year» in unii 
another's company; though w(* are f>\pr(*ssly told^ 
that at the closi^ of every evening, when they retire 
to re.'^t, the hero lean:!} his Ih!(u1 against a knotted 
oak, whilst the heroine b(*eks the friendly bhelter of 
a distant myrtle. ThiH, I say, seems to us u little 
lumatnral; however, it is not uf dangerous exiuiiplo. 
'J'h(*n> can no harm follow if un(;xperienced persons 
should endeavour to imitate what may l>e thought 
inimilahle. Should our virgins arrive but halfway 
towards the chastity of a l*arth('nia, it will be some* 
thmg gained; and we, who have had learned edu- 
cations, know the j)ower of early j)rejudi(:es; Homo 
vi' ua buving emulated the ])ublic b]>irit, and other 
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obsolete virtues of the old Grecians and Romans, to 
the age of fifteen or sixteen, some of us later, even 
to twenty or one-and- twenty. 

But peace be to the manes of such authors. Tliey 
have long enjoyed that elysium which they so fre- 
quently deseribed on earth, llie present race of 
romance-writers run universally into a different ex- 
treme. Tliey spend the little art tliey are masters 
of in weaving into intricacies the more famihar and 
more comical adventures of a Jack Slap, or a Betty 
Srtllet. These, though tliey endeavour to copy after . 
a very great original, I chuse to call our writers be^ 
lo-x nature; because very few of them have as yet 
found out their master's peculiar art of writing upon 
low subjects wit^iout writing in a low manner. Ro- 
mances, judiciously conducted, are a very pleasing 
way of conveying instruction to all parts of lite. 
But to dwell eternally upon orphan-beggars, and 
ivninf^'inen of ioxv degree, is certainly what I have 
called it, writing beluzc nature; and is so far from 
conveying instruction, that it does not even afford 
amusement. 

The writers below nature have one advantage in 
common with the writers above it, that the origi- 
nals they would seem to draw from are no where to 
be founcl. The heroes and heroines of the former 
are undoubtedly children of tlie imagination ; and 
those of the latter, if they are not all of them inca- 
pable of reading their own adventures, are at Iciiyt 
unable to inform us by writing whether the r('i)rc- 
seutations of them are just, and whether people in 
their station did ever thhik or act in the manner 
they are described to have done. Yet the authors, 
even in this particular, are not quite so scxuro as 
thev imagine; for when, towanls tiie end of the thircJ 
or fourth volume, the He or Slie o tlie j>icce (a.s is 
ysually tlie custom} enacrges iutc whvjtt Uw.^* v: AV 
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pMil"l lilr, t1,r» ^vtiolr- rhrut i.4 frnqufiitly divo- 
■^tifrl. KiMii fiTiii^ ilirir tf»tijl if^iioranrc ofwiint 
ll^« y II ff tlif n «U *■' rihiti;/, v.v m (;onfl (^rotififU ron- 
( h.fii (lint t}:« y v.f u' f ({iially iiiitU-(|itfiifit«'d with tlitf 
iiifi rit'i j'urt^ of life, tfioij;;li nf hio not abli; Uj dr- 
1''( t \\tf Itilff hdfifl. Diith, (irir hIioiiM irnuginn, the 
iM ii't|l;irr tri tlif' ^v(ii]fi to gf't ii tliorouuli know* 
\i (]••§' of; irfirt yi t I liiiv ol;»# rvH in l>f>ok» of this 
I hi'l, *«'.m;iI ir]n< M ntntiofiH of it m) rxc fssivrly lt- 
joiicoi *, thntllif y fi"f only rlicwrd thf^ authors to \iC 
t iif inly iL'iiotiiiit i'i Wiv riiiinnf:r!» of living thcrri but 
tA' til" L« o^.'i."j l>y of fli*' town. 

I'liii II i' ii'.i il»i ij'iif;nifi' #; «if thf^W! writrrn which I 
v-r tii'i I liiK i) iillv roMi)»hiiii of; though of that, or a 
T'li*'!, ^oii on (.-lit to take fuiiuf^ iitifl ^honId (is* 
fi.n* our yoiin^^' in'ii aiid yoiini; w^^iiim thut thry 
null TMid fitiv \o|iifiifK ui tliis nort of tnifth, find 

• M. ;i' M'lflJTi;' to llir- |iIiF!r«-'' wliirh \% ]ifT))f'tini)]y 
ill tlj» M III/ iii|.*i, ///'iTi ntittiiniritj' lij'r, 'Ihf- thing f 
« |ii' fly fihd fjn.lt «• iUi i; tliijr «\tniiir ind^rrnry* 
'J I I r" }if*- Mit;iiiM i" '. v.hi'ji till' vnlmir rnll fun, 
nrrl tl' \f'i\ !»• of f;isliiMi ; Mliiintry; l»nt thr mid- 
'ii' ini.l, iirtd tl.r.-.*- «,| tli*- fviitry who rontiriiio 
fM I'o \ti fl.nnli, rtill i\\\'\\\,\U/v thrni hy tli'; op- 
I !■ l/fi'i"- Tiiifiw«< t'\ f'lini* ;;ti(Mi inid nrliiltfry* 'Ili^Hn 
«M ronlr'»r| tn \m' in Mifnc nxMAiin^ d^triimii- 
t;i| to •lo/jiiy, rvrn hy tlioM' whfi pnirtif^o thrm 
I, ' t; ;♦♦ h;i'f, til' " MM' fillowd to h«* f.o in all hut 
iImuw I » * K. 'Ill)-, liiinj'. tlii'fjiw, why fhonJd f<iir 
i./.v* I '.vntir; t;i| <■ <o riiiirh |inni^ to ftpn-iid tli<^f; 
Mi'.iiriitirs? It if, n/;l moni^h to nnv in rxrii*f' thnt 
il f V wiifi- noiiMiivf ii|ion th«M' ^-.ulijrc tM as vv^Il un 
oi|.*r-.; (or \MiU*i}\yt- iff* Hi;; (l;in;'M(niR h'-n*. Th'? 
tpoMt iih'iird I'Jillwd*! in thr f tir* ti., withont th^^ h'Ji«t 
J lir/iDM ririf', ol nifMiiin;;, Mconiinnid thrniHt Iv'ft 

♦ vcrv 'lny hoiti to thfr //ifJit iind rniiill vdfar only 
\rj <ili?f inc i >;i»M;Knr;nsi, JIci*', tlicrcfoiP, Mr. liU* 
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Adam, you should interpose your authority, and for- 
bid your readers (whom I will suppose to be all per- 
sons who can read) even to attempt to open any 
novel, or romance, unlicensed by you u unless it 
should happen to be stamped lliCHARDSOJf or 
Fielding. 

Your power should extend likewise to that inun- 
dation of obscenity which is daily pouring in from 
France ; and which has too frequently the wit and hu- 
mour of a Crebillon to support it. The gentlemen, 
who never read anything else, will I knowbe.at a loss 
for amusement, and feel their half-hour of morning 
bang rather too heavy on their hands. But surely,- 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, when they consider the good of their 
country (and all of them have that at heart) they 
will. consent to meet a little sooner at the hazard^ 
table, or wile away the tedious interval in studying 
new chances upon the cards. 

If it be said that the heroic romances, which I 
have reconunended for their virtue, are themselves 
too full of passionate breathings upon some occa- 
ttonSy I allow the charge; but, am of opinion that 
these can do little more liarm to the minds of young 
ladies, than certain books of devotion, which are put 
bto their hands by aunts and grandmothers; the 
writers of which, from having suffered the softer pas- 
aons to mix too strongly wit£ their zeal for religion, 
are now generally known by the name of the amo^ 
rags divmesx 

I antf Sir, 

Your most humble Servant^ 

lt; 
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Tiiorr.ii tlir fo])(>\^in«! IfttfT rnnir a little ntitof 
tiiiw lor ihiH wrik'j* piiMu iition, yrt in ('onij>}iniPi]t 
itf tlwr siil»irri, us wrll us in n'>j»fTt to tlic writfir, f 
<inln«(l thjit ii vrrv «'liilM»rati' vsnny nf mv own, al- 
n>any Ht lli«' jm hh, hliowld witfirlntw und gh'c place 
to it. 

To Mr. Titz-Adam. 
Sir, 

It is < itlirr an ol»srrvntion of my own, or of sofntf 
vrrv wiM* ninn, wlion* nanip I fbrgK, That where 
trin' i.r.AnMNo is, tnir vinrrR cannot bo far off. 
'I In* ri'ji'l an'l <\\rni| Irirv lif«» \vhi<'h*!vcry indivrdual 
in r)iir r.KAK vF.n rii ok fusions is wo well known to 
1^'ad, niii-li*. I« Miffirirnt t<» rvincr thf trnth of thif 
(»l'h< r\i<ti<in, ir I icmiM rciitcni niysch with a rtingle 
Jin'i.fm nt, whc n- n>;iny an* al hand. To dtflrrnd ft 
litth- l<iv.«r thiin til*' IfHnH-d pn)ff'pf»ion», why are 
;ill jtMiili-rli rks (irihorjdx ( liri>tinns, all apotheca^ 
ill'.-. I "ni>nHiii< Ji^ivt pifn, < r all jrMicoH of thr peace 
uj riv.ht iii*ii,l)nt as th» ir profr.ssion»»arr in Homc de* 
|/rf»' a-!<in to divinity, | hy»*ic, and thr law? 

Il' vc c Hrrv (iiir in«piirir'» into the city, we shall 
iind tho^<^ vocal i(»n?, whfTf^ most knowlrdgr is re- 
fjnircfl, to l»c nmst productive of tlif, (ivilitrcfi of 
iHr. 'Ihiis the merchant, who writes his letters in 
]n nrli, ih a bf IKr hnd niiui thiin his neighbour thfl 
^llOj'k(( f»er, who underhtands no language hut hit 
C/v/n; while, the sho])keep(;r, who is abl(^ to road and 
wiiic, nnd keep his accounts in a hook, is a niort 
civili/id ))erson thsin his landlord at the liornB, who 
ficorer; only in chnlh. 

We shall ho nioie nnd more f)f this opinion if we 
look a little into the lives and inunuem of thoift 
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K>p]e who have no pretensions to literature. A\lio 
inks or swears more than a country squire ? Who 
Lccording to his own confession) has been the ruin 
'so many innocents as a fine gentleman? Why 
iccording to Pope) is every woman a rake in her 
jart, or why (according to trutli) is almost every 
Oman of fashion a rake in practice, but from the 
jplorable misfortune of an unlearned education ? 

But the last and best argument to prove that 
i:arxi\& and virtue are cause and effect, re- 
ains still to be produced. And here let me ask if, 
om the beginning of time to this present May one 
ousand seven hundred and fifty-three, it has been 
ice known that an author was an immoral man ? 
n tlie contrary, is it not universally allowed that 
J is the most virtuous of mankind? To deny that 
5 is the most Jeamed, would be a greater degree of 
)surdity than I can conceive any person to be 
lilty of; I shall therefore confine myself to his 
irtues. What the apostle says of charity, may 
I truly be said of an author; He sujereth long^ 
id is kind; he beareth all things; hopeth all things; 
dureth all things. How ignorant is he of tlie ways 

men! How ready to give praise even to the 
ast deserving ! How distant from that source of 
'il, money! How humble in his apparel! How 
oderate in his pleasures ! And above all, how ab^^ 
smious in diet, and how temperate in wine! It is 

the social virtues of an author thit the present 
pis indebted for a paper called the World, 
lich it is not doubted will do more good to these 
.tions, than ail the volumes, except the sacred 
les, which have hitherto been written. 
I am not hinting to you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, tha^t 
;a&ning is at present in a declining state, and 
it consequently there is less virtue amonj^ ui| 
wx'm formci* times; on the coutrdty, \N\^vi\xNNVix^ 



ihf'To morn AVTiionh than iit prfiftont? I rhallcnge 
nny m;:** to pre kIih^c liiilt' the iiuiiibrr. From hi^iice 
it :ip]]f':irs timt i.f.ahmng \h in ii very flonrifiliini; 
conilitinu: tor thoiifzli tlir an v. at linve thoiij!ht 
pro] ir Ioiijl; n»n to ^%itliiio]r) tlirir patroiinpc from it^ 
it )i:iH plf'iifi«>i) hcavrn to ra'iHo up very able nmlKCa* 
Ions pcThotiH, ulio itrr apply }»};; all tlirir time and 1. 
pains to thf* aflviiiifriiu'nt of it, an«l to whom its f. 
proft-KhorH nmy havr urrkfif mrvvnn^ and lie assured 
i)f rnronra^'f*nirnt anri rrward in proportion to theit 
iiirritH. Voiir n-adfrw will N^no doubt, br forehand 
with IMP in miniiir^ th( m* patronH of LRARyi?ro« 
who, it iH vrrv well known, an* the; honourable and 
worshipful thr fraUirnity of ROOKHKLLF.as* 

But though 1 hav(* the greatest vcnrration fof 

th(.'»r i^fMitlfincn, I rannot help beiiip; of optninny 

that if the old patrons, tlio okbat, were to unitt 

their (Mulravours witli tht» new patroufi, the nooK' 

Br.Li.KRA, it iiiii;ht arcrleratr the progress of via* 

TifK t]»ro\ii;h tliis island. Kvm- body kiiowji tht 

f tlcrt wliirh a ^niijc, a nod, a shakr of Ihr ii:ind, of 

i'\r]i a promise from a ^'rnit man, \^i\^ upon Ih'' in' 

v< iitivc fiU'iiltifH of (III author, in all probability 

Ik; would hit witti mon* sfn nity, mid loll \iith nioif 

|/r:u'r* in a nodlkman'm (ha riot, ttian in his r.ooK- 

hki.lkii'h easy rhair; not to ni»iition that three 

rours^'H by a Frc nch cook, a d« ajhtI, mid a bottk 

ot'diaTiipaipif, are more apt to (exhilarate the spi- 

litH than ttur. or two ))lain Knglish diMhcH and p'xi- 

im\( port, rrovirlcd (;ih ind(M'd it oufjlit always to 

})(; provided) that the M-rvants of his noble patron 

will coufh Kcchd to hear hirn tiow-and-then, wlH-a 

he happens to be in want of tuiy thing that is in the 

proN inr V. of the sidi'board. 

AVho iH there amon;^ us so i^rnorantosnotto know, 
tliat tlie two favouriti! anuiscments of gaming aud 
miuit' ry would ucvcr. have iuuud tiuch uuivcrbalad* 

9 
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mission, if they had not been honoured with the pa- 
tronage of people of fashion ? The numbers of drest- 
up monkies and dancing-dogs, which have lately 
contributed so much to our public entertainments^ 
are another proof of what people of fashion may bring 
about, if they determine to be active. But as a cer- 
tain great personage, well known in the polite world, 
was pleased of old time to observe of Job (though 
the accusation was a filse one) That he did not serve 
God for novght ; so may it be suggested that the 
GREAT of this generation will expect to be paid 
either in pleasure or profit for their services to man- 
kind.- It is shrewdly suspected of the booksel- 
lers, that they have some interested views in their 
encouragement of lkarxing; and it is my ov.n 
opinion, that our nobility and people of fashion are 
only encouragers of vice and folly, as they happen 
to be paid for it in pleasure: INIy design therefore 
in this letter is to convince tlie said people of 
fashion, that they are losing a great deal of pleasure 
by shutting their doors against men of learning. 

In the article of eating, for instance (that noble 
pleasure!) who is tlitre so prcpcf to advise with as 
one who>is acquainted with the kitchens of an Api- 
cius or an Heliogabalus? For though I have a very 
high opinion of oar present taste, I cannot help 
thinkina that the ancients were our masters in ex- 
pensive dinners. Their cooks had an art amongst 
them, which I do not find that any of ours are ar- 
rived at. Trimalchus's cook could make a turbot 
or an ortolan out of hog's-flesh. Nicomedes, king 
of Bilhynia, when he was three hundred miles from 
giea, longed for a John-dciy, and was supplied with 
a fresh due by his cook the same hour. I dare say 
there are men learned enough in this kingdom, 
undecifroper encouragement, ta restore to us this 
invaluable secret. In buildiiig and furniture, a maa 
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ofleaming might instruct our nobility in the Romau 
art of expence. jMarcus ^niilius Scaurus, the coal- 
merohant, had eight hundred thousand pounds 
worth of furniture burnt in the left wing of his 
country-house. In the article of running in debt, 
we are people of no spirit ; a man of learning will 
tell us that Milo, a Roman of fashion, owed to his 
tradesmen and others half a million of money. 

Tlie ladies will have equal benefit with the men 
from their encouragement of learning. It will 
be told them, that Lollia Paulina, a young lady of 
distinction at Rome, wore at a subscription masque- 
rade four hundred thousand pounds worth of jewels. 
It is said of the same young lady, that she wore 
jewels to half that amount, if she went only in her 
night-gown to drink tea at her mantua-maker's. 
Those ladies of fashion who have the clearest skins, 
and who of course are enemies to concealment, may 
be instructed by men of learning in the thin silk 
gauze worn by the ladies of Rome, called the naked 
drapery. Poppaa, the wife of Nero, who was fond 
of appearing in this naked dnipery, preserved the 
beautiful polish of her skin by usir.g a warm bath of 
ftsses milk. In short, a man of learning, if properly 
encouraged, mi^ht instruct our people of fashion in 
all the pleasures of Roman luxury, which at present 
ihey are only imitating, without abilities to equal. 

I have the pleasure of hearing that the grntlc- 
tnen at White's are at this very time laying th.eir 
heads together for the advanrrm.cnt of learning ; 
and that they are likely to sit very late upon it for 
many nights. 'Iheir scheme, wliich is a very deep 
one, is to alienate their estate^ ; by which aliena- 
tion it is presumed that ^heir next generation of 
people, of fashion will of nerf seity be tradesnjen; 
and ar5 tlie busitiews of a uookskller is supposed 
to be of a genteeler and more lucrative nature than 
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that of a haberdasher or a pastry--co6k, it is imagined 
that tlie most honourable famiHes will become 
BOOKSELLERS, and, of course, patrons of LEA^Xf 

I know but one objection to this scheme, which 
is, that the children of people of fashion are apt to 
contract so early an aversion to books, that they 
will hardly be prevailed upon, even by necessity iV» 
felf, to make them the business of their lives, 

I am. Sir, 
Your reader and most humble servant, 

H. M, 
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I SHALL only observe upon the following letters, 
that the first relates chiefly to myself, that the se» 
cond has a very serious meaning, and that the third 
contains a hint to the ladies, which I hope will not 
be thrown away upon them. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

As it is possible I may one tinie or other be sl 
correspondent of yours, and may now-and- then per- 
haps hitve a strong impulse to pay you a con^pli- 
ment, I am willing to know how far I may go with- 
out giving offence ; and whether, by the advertise- 
ment at the end of your first number, you mean to 
exclude all allusions to the expression, the world, 
even though tlie turn of them should be such, as 
would be rather treating you with civility than 
otherwise ! As for instance : 

When a man is just upon the point of committing 
H vicious action, may he check himself by this 
thought, * What will the world say of mc f May 

I, 2 
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a man be thrcfttcnH, that if he. does such a thing, 

* The MOHLD hhuU know iif .May it be said, 
/That the WORM) <;st<;Mn8 a man of merit f' In 
fth^rt, may the. praise and caiHure of the world be 
made use of without oilenrr, as arguments to pro- 
mote virtuf, and rentrain vice? 

I am entirely unar-f^pnin ted with your situation in 
life; but if you are a married man, I take the liber- 
tv to j;ive you on<; piere of advice. There are ter^ 
tain plarcK of pubhc entertainnient, which, though 
they may rhancc to \)€ tolerated by law, it wrre to 
be wished, for prudential reasons, were more dis- 
coiira;;rd, and less frequented. Kxample, Mr. Fit2« 
Adutn, is very prevalent; and the advire I would 
j;ivc yr>u is, tlitit whenever you think proper to go 
i(t any such jjhwTH for y(;ur own amu&ement, you 
■would leave your lady at home; for then; is uothirig 
pives ^ neater enrounif^ement tlian to have it said, 

• There wiui hH tmk woaLo and his wifr;' from 
wh(!nre it w conrhirli'd that all the would AVh 
Jiis WIFE will be there again the uf*Ki time. 

/ //w, Sir, 
Your admirer and humble aerxantj 

CosMoriiiLOft. 

« To Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

I rotdd wish with all my heart that you and I 
were a little acquainted, that I might invite you to 
C(Mne and take a Sunday's dinner with me. I name 
Sunday, l>C€auw; I want y(»u to be witness of an evil 
on tiiat day, which possibly, by a constant and so- 
ber residence in town, y(ni may not be acquainted 
with. 

It is my misfortune to live in what is called a 
pleasant village upon one of th(; great roads within 
ftf:ven miles of London, where 1 am almost fiuffocatcd 
with dust i:yi:ry Sunday iii the summcfi occasioucd 
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by those crowds of prentice-boys who are whipping 
their hired hacks to death, or driving their crazy 
one-horse chairs against each other, to the great 
dismay of women with child, and the mortal havop 
of young children. It is a plain case that neither 
the fathers nor masters of these young men have 
any authority over them ; if they had, we should 
find them in their compting-houses, according to 
the custom of sober citizens on that day, posting 
their books, and balancing the accounts of the 
former week. But in my humble opinion, even this 
is a custom better broke througli tlian continued ; 
for though industry is a very valuable quality, and 
is commonly tlie means of making, what is called ii^ 
the city, a good man of a very knavish one, it may 
be pushed too far; as it most certainly is, when it 
defeats the end and intention of Sunday, which wQ^ 
ordained and instituted for a day of rest. 

I can just remember, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that before 
Christianity was entirely reasoned out of tht»se king- 
docns, it was a mighty custom for young folks to go 
to church on that day ; and indeed I should have 
thought there was no manner of harm in it, if il ba4 
not been plainly proved, as well by people of fashion 
as others, that going to church was the most tire-i 
some thing in the world ; and that consequently it 
was notoriously perverting a day set apart solely 
for rest. 

But while almost every one, in speculation, is 
averse to labour on a Sunday, how strange is it to 
lee a lethargic citizen drudging at his books, a de* 
cripid old country couple fatiguing themselvea to 
death by walking to church, and their children and 
grandKihildren venturing their necks and harrassing 
Oieir bodies by running races upon the road I I am 
for the strict obser\'ance of all institutions; and as 
we have happily got rid of the religious prejv4i<i^ 
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of our forefathers, I know but oneway of keep 
Sunday as it ought to be kept ; but unless wha 
have to propose be backed by your censorial \ 
thority, I see no probability of its taking effect 
could wish therefore that you would earnestly 
commend to both sexes, of every rank and con 
tion, the lying in bed all that day. This will ind( 
be making it a day of rest, provided tliat all sin 
persons be directed to lie alone, and that penr 
sion be given to those who cannot sleep in th 
beds, to go to church and sleep there. If this c 
be brought about, our churches may still be k* 
open, and the roads cleared of diose noisy and c 
solute young fellows, who finding in themselves 
inclination to lie still, are disturbing the rest of 
other people. 

Your taking this matter into consideration \ 
oblige all sober observers of Sunday^ and p 
ticularly, Sir, 

Your most humble sercantj 

John Softly 
To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

It is an old saying, but a true one^ that a gc 
husband commonly makes a good wife. If it was 
true, that a good wife commonly made a good h 
band, I am inclined to think that Hymen wo^ 
wear a much brighter countenance among us tl 
we generally see him with. 

In all families, where I have been an intimate 
have taken particular notice of every occurrei 
that has tended to tlie disturbance of the matrin 
nial tranquillity; and upon tracing those occ 
rences to their source, I have commonly discovei 
thai the fault was principally in the husband. 

I have now in my possession a calculation 
Demoivre^ made a few years ago, witli j^reut lab< 
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and accuracy, which proves that the good wives, 
witliin the weekly bills, have a majority upon the 
good husbands of three to one ; and I am humbly 
of opinion, that if the calculation was to be extend- 
ed to the towns and counties remote from London, 
we should find the majority at least live times as 
great. But to those husbands who have never 
thought of such a calculation, and who have little or 
no acquaintance with their wives, a majority of 
three to one may be as much as tliey will care to 
swallow ; especially if it be considered how many 
FINE LADIES there are at St. James's, how many no- 
table wives in the city, and how many land- 
ladies at Wapping; all of w'hich, as a friend of 
muie very justly obser\'es, are exactly the same 
character. 

But though I am convinced of the truth of this 
calculation, I-am not so partial to the ladies, particu- 
larly the unmarried ones as to imagine them without 
fault ; on the contrary, I am going to accuse them of a 
very great one, which if not put a stop to before the 
warm weather comes in, no mortal can tell to what 
lengths it may be carried. You have already hinted at 
this fault in the sex, under the genteel appellation of 
moulting their dress. If the necks, shoulders, &c. have 
begun to shed their covering in winter, what a ge- 
neral display of nature are we to expect this sum-^ 
mer, when the excuse of heat may h6 alledged in 
favour of such a display? I called- some time ago 
upon a friend of mine near St. James's, who, upon 
my asking where his sister was, told me, * At her 
toilette, undressing for the ridotto.' That the 
expression may be intelligible to every one. of your 
readers, I beg leave to inform them, that it is the 
fashion for a lady to undress herself to go abroad, 
ftnd to dress only Mibea she stays at home and seea 
oo company^ 
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It may 1)0 iirfitnH, porlmpiv, that tho nakedness in 
fiihhiori 19 intiMided only to Ix^ «*inhli*mntical of tho 
iiiiuM'iMire of thepreM'titf^rtiorution of young ludien; 
EH we n:ii<\ of our firni niotlHT, before the fall, that 
«Ar u-/i« tiakfd and not auhanird; hut I eaiuiot help 
thinking that her (laughters of these tinuv should 
convince uii that tliey are entirely free from c/riginol 
i»in, afl well as lu'tual tratmgression, or else be 
OMhofncd of their nakkdmkhh. 

I would usk any pretty niiHs about town, if she 
ever went a Wfond time to si-o tlu.* Wiix-work, or 
the lions, or eviMi the dogs und the nionkirs, with 
the same (h*light as at first P ('(Ttain it i^, that iho 
finr^st show in the worlrl excitis but little curiosity 
in tlu^se who have si*en it belbre. * lluit wtts a very 
fine pictunr', says my lord, * hut 1 had ttfcn it be* 
fore.' * Twas a sweet song of the (lulli's/ says my 
huly, * hut 1 had heard it bvjhre' * A very fine 
|>oem/ says the; critic, * hut I had read it before! 
l/'*t (^viry lady therefore take care, that while she is 
dihphiviii^ in public u boHoiii whiter than snow, lliu 
men <io not look as if they wtrre saying, * "ixa very 
pretty, * but ut haxv turn il btforv.* 

I «;//, Sir, 
Your fuont humble ncnatit, 
«. L, 

Wo, 22. TIIUHSDAV, MAV 31, 1753. 



lUon School, il% 12, i753» 

I Kon p*tttum ft nip S^irifetf 
(h itcam urhm — -*• J u v s H • 

You will l)e surprised, perhaps, at my presump- 
fiou in su|)j)Otting that you will pay any regard tf 
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the production of a puerile pen, or that out of the 
mouth oi babes and sucklings the pubhc will deign to 
receive either instruction or anuisemeut; but how- 
ever that may be, I cannot forbear acknowledging 
the obligations I owe you, if it be only to convince you, 
that gratitude is still a school-boy's virtue, Vou 
must know then, that ever since you made your first 
appearance, I have constantly appropriated the sum 
of two-pence, out of my slender allowance of a shil- 
ling a week, for the purchase of your paper; and 
have often, while my school-fellows wereharj>ing on 
tlie old thread-bare subjects of Greece and Rome, 
enriched my exercise from your treasure with some 
lively strokes on modern manners ; but never so 
much to my honour as last week, when the scrap of 
Juvenal prefixed to this letter was our theme. The 
general topic w^as declaiming against that old-, 
fashioned pedantic language called Greek, which 
you may imagine was the most popular turn that 
could be given to the subject here ; but for my part, 
I chose to consider rather the spirit than the letter 
of my author, and to turn my satire against France, 
the Greece of our days ; in which view I had an op- 
portunity of introducing the description of the tour 
to Paris, which is touched with such an inimitable 
spirit of ridicule by your last week's correspondent. 
Standard wit, like standard gold, will bear a great 
deal of alloy without being totally debased ; and 
the proof of it is, that notwithstanding the disadvan- 
tage of appearing under the disguise of my Latir^ 
poetry, the tour to Paris went for the ploy. This 
expression, sir, will be jargon to the town in general ; 
but those of your readers who have been edu- 
cated here will know that it means the highest 
mark of distinction that an Eton boy is capable of 
receiving; when a whole holiday is granted to the 
school in consideration of the merit of that cq^\ qC 
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viTMs wliicli ill jtidncH] the \hxU and to which the 
|jiiiici!yric that Horace liesUmft on pcietry in ge- 
iM'ial, whrn he ^tiic» it labor urn dulcc Unimcn^ is pe- 
<(iliiiilv upphcable. Iniauine what exultation of 
niiml the yoinif^ liero of such a day must it^vX; the 
«:(jnM-i(jiis benrliictor of all his little fellow-citi/eiis, 
who hhare with gratitude the happiness derived to 
him from tlie hiiercss of l)is talents ! I'lie verses 
too are read, transcrilxHl, repeated; the honmge of 
admiration and of envy is paid him, and the tirst 
en Kit ions of youthful vanity and ambition arc fully 
prutitied. In hhort, no^ Herodotus, reciting that 
exeniM: of imagination wliich we call his liistoryi 
whilst all (ircere, assembled in the jtlayins-Jield9 9X 
I'Jis on the uholr holiday of the Olympic gamete 
listened with sih nt applause; no, nor (to illustrate 
my idea by a still sublimer iniuge) the great duke 
ol Marlborough hims<ilf, on tiie thanksgiving-day 
for Hlenheim, could taste a purer and more exalted 
rapture. 

Forgive this sally, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and let me 
join witi) your wiltycorresjMjndcnt in lamenting the 
deiiciency of our laws, which do not extend to the 
prevention of tiie evil he exposes, though 1 cannot 
concur hi ti)iiikin<^ tiiat iidif:ule will on this occa- 
biiiw supply the place of wholc*some regulations. 

Whetlier the remedy 1 am going to propose will 
be effectual for this ])urpose, 1 will not pretend to 
determine ; but i confess it appears, to me at least, 
po obvious, tliat 1 aniama/ed it never occurred to 
any one ix^fore. Ciive me leave to make one or 
two ))rcvious observations, and 1 will keep you no 
longer in susj)ence. 

1 litive oftc;n heard it remarked, that a great 
school is a miniature of the gnat world, and that 
men are nothing else but children of a larger size. 
If this be true, which every day's experieuce t»et'Utf 
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o justify, can there be any danger of fallacy in argu- 
ng, that the same engines of government which serve 
o estabHsh order in a school, may be transferred 
or similar purposes, with great probability of success, 

the use of the state ? Now I appeal to common 
sense, whether rambling abroad, and running out 
)f bounds, are not exactly the same offences ; only 
hat the one is committed by the great children, the 
)ther by the little ones; and if the discipline of birch 
s found effectual to restrain it in the latter, why 
ihould not the experiment be tried at least with the 
brmer? The rod, Mr. Fitz-Adam, the rod is the 
Jiing, which, if well-administered, would serve to 
ieter many a man-child from exposing himself as 

1 rambler, whose callous sensations the lash of ridi- 
cule could make no impression upon. In recom- 
mending this, I am sorry to say I have the authority 
3f experience to support me, having had the misfor- 
tune to feel, in my own proper person, how effica- 
cious the smart of a little flagellation is to correct 
an inordinate passion for travelling: for the rage of 
travel, sir, prevails in our little society as in your 
larger one, and has formerly, when this argument a 
posteriori was not so frequently used to discourage 
it, manifested itself in perpetual excursions to fo^ 
reign parts; such as Cluer, Datchet, Windsor, &c. 
at every short interval between school-times, just as 
the grown children of fashion run over to Paris dur- 
ing a recess of parliament. But the ceremony of an 
installation was equivalent to a jubilee, and used to 
occcision almost a total emigration, which I assure 
you was prevented the last time by this salutary 
terror; a terror which operates so strongly, that 
though there iS now-and-then a clandestine excur- 
sion made by some daring genius, yet it is but sel- 
doji), aad attended with such trepidation when it 
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Imppons, ii« to justify tin |»'t turf which the sweetest 
of our ck'giuc: poi-lb Ims (li;iwii of us: 

Slill til thy run 0- > . ' Uhlmi, 
They Uar a vcicf in v^f y tuinJp 
A>*d imitcb af **'fy' J y. 

It may possibly 1m! olijfctccl, that our nirn-chil- 
dren are too l>i^ to l>e wliipt like school-lioys; but if 
the cU'KTiptiou Ih; just, which I heard a gcntlcinaii 
at niy fathrr's pve last holidays of our rouutrynieii 
abroad, I h'avtiyou tojud^c vvhethrr ihc^y should or 
not. * Strollinjr ov«t Kuropc (lhes(i wcm his words) 
and stririnj» about with a Klran,t;e uiixture of raw 
adiuiratioii aud rude ronteinj>t; both cipially the ef- 
fert of i^Miorauce aud inexpcrirnce. Insolently de- 
spisin/f foreign nuuuiers and customs, merely be- 
eau.se they are foreign, which yet for the same rea- 
son they would fain copy, thou<L;h aukwardly and 
without distinction. Untinctured with any sound 
princij)les of comparison; unreasonably vain, and, 
by turns, ashamed of th<'ir native country; trifling, 
fihecjjish, and riotous.' What are these, Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, but 8chool-l)oys out of bounds? And shall 
they not be whipt, severely whipt, wh(Mi they re- 
turn ? It is beneath the dignity of ^5f)vernment to 
inflict a more serious punishment, and contrary to 
its wisdom to coimive at the ofU nee. 

ThcTe is a bill, I am told, dependin'^ in parlia- 
ment, th(^ idea of which, if I am ri^^litly informed, is 
plaiidy borrow(;d from our cuHiom ( A' call ii?f}; f/hscncr; 
that is, calling over the list of names, to \\hich each 
boy is expectt?d to appear and answer; I mean the 
register bill, which it seems e^:tal)lisl)es an ahsmce to 
be called annually throughout the kingdom: an ad- 
mirable institution, calculated, I suppose, as among 
us, for the detection of these very offtmders. Let 
tliobc jmtriotft then, who have condescended to copy 
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one institution of school-policy, adopt the whole 
plan; for surely to detect without punishing, would 
be stopping short of the mark. Suppose then that 
a bill was to be prepared, intituled An act against 
ramblingy which may he considered as a proper sup- 
plement to the vagrant act; by which a board should 
be constituted, and called the home hoard; the pre- 
sident and principal members of which are to be 
chosen out of the laudable society of Anti-Galli- 
cans; to whom the proper officers appointed to call 
tbiencty pursuant to the register act, shall transmit 
annually complete lists of absentees in foreign parts, 
^ho on their return home shall be liable to be sum- 
moned and examined in a summary way before the 
board, whose sentence shall be linal. That all go- 
ing into foreign parts shall not be deemed rambling; 
but that tlie legislature may in its wisdom define the 
offence, and specify certain tokens by which it may 
be ascertained ; such, for instance, as debasing the 
purity of the English language, by a vile mixture of 
erotic words, idioms, and phrases; all impertinent 
and unmeaning shrugs, grimaces, and gesticulations ; 
the frequent use of the word canaille, and the least 
contempt wantonly cast on the roast-beef of Old 
England. These should be deemed sufficient evi- 
dence to Cpnvict an offender against this statute, 
who shall be immediately brought to condign pu- 
nishment, which is to be by flagellation after the 
manner of the schools: for which purpose a block 
fashioned like ours, may be erected on the parade, 
and an additional salary given to the usher of the 
black rod, to provide a sufficient store of birch, and 
able-bodied deputies. The number of lashes to be 
proportioned to the crime; never less than seven, 
nor more than one-and-twenty, exclusive of the fly- 
ing cuts as the criminal rises. The time of execu- 
tion, for the sake of public example, to be twelve at 

VOL. X^VI. M 
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noon, mid fiomo one nicnilier of the home hoards al- 
wavN u» Htti'iirl uiid iiiteriuix proper reproofs and ad* 
iiiiinitioiib U.'twtrn the cutfi, which are to be applied 
f lowly and «libtiii(tly.— Provided alwayf» tliat AO- 
UiiiiK* ill this ml contuined nhall extend to persoDt 
^ho (TObH tlic M'uB ill order to linifth tlieir studies at 
f'uni^n unhtrnilics; to gentlemen who travel with 
\Uv piihlir Kpirite<l dcsij;n of procuring singers uod 
diiii('cn» for th<! opera; or to such young patrioli 
who make the tour of Europe, from a laudable de- 
birc of (liscovrring tlie many iuipcrfections of the 
Kn^lish constitution, hy comparing it with tlicmon 
pcrt4:('t models which are to be found abroad. 

Such, Bir, are the g<'neral outlines of my scliemcf 
an<), guarded with thene precautious, I should flatter 
niynclf it cu>uld nitTt with no opposition. I onoa 
thoti^lit of a private whipping-room for travelling 
f< inalis, but in conHideration of the voluntary pe- 
nan<-<', wliirii I am told they submit to at tlicir re- 
turn to Kngland, of exliibiting themselves in public 
))lareM,ma(U* frightful with all the frippery of France^ 
pat( h('(l, painU'd, un<l ponip(/ned, as warmngs to the 
H-x, 1 am willing that tdl farther punishment should 
be remitted. To your censure, sir, 1 submit tlie 
whole of my K(-liem(\ If the foundation I liave built 
(i)ion i.H a weak <ine, I have th(^ inexperience of 
\oiitl) to );]ea(l in my behalf, and tlie same excuse 
to ulled^'e with the simple swain in Virgil, which i 
41 !<rhool-boy I beg lea\e to quote, 

Vrhemf tfunm d'uunt Rom.ifftf Airhln'ff putjvi 
Sluttui r^'i huic nmtttc tiwUrm < ■■ 
Hie LAttlBV% iAlULUS tuntiei,(i'c. 

J am, Sir, 

Your huniblc scrranff 
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IT is with some degree of pride as well as pleasure 
that I see my correspondents multiply so fast, that 
Ihetask I have undertaken is become almost a sim^- 
:ure. For many weeks past it has been entirely so, 
illowing only for some little alterations, which I 
udged it necessary to make in two or three essays ; 
iliberty which I shall never take without the greatest 
aution^ and upon few other occasions than to give 
I general turn to what may be applied to a particu- 
ar character. To all men of genius and good-hu- 
aour, who will favour me with their correspondence, 
(shall think myself both honoured and obUged. 

The writer of the following letter will, I am sure, 
brgive me for the few liberties I have taken with 
rim. The grievance he complains of is a very great 
ttie, and what I should imagine needs only to be 
oentioned to find redress. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

To gratify the curiosity of a country friend, I ao- 
ompanied him a few weeks ago to Bedlam ; a place 
^hich I should not otherwise have visited^ as the 
istresses of my fellow-creatures affect me too much 
) incline me to be a spectator of them. 1 was ex- 
eraely moved at the variety of wretches, who ap-* 
eared either sullen or outrageous, melancholy or 
bearful, according to their difterent dispositions; 
id who seemed to retain, though inconsistently, the 
tme passions and affections, as when in possession 
f their reason. In one cell sat a wretch upon his 
jBWy looking stedfastly upon the ground in silent 

M 2 
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«1i'spMir. Ill nnotlifT the spirit of ambition flasfael 
from ttin^ycH of an f'iii)MToi-, who strutted the happy 
Irjnl of the creation. Here a fearful niificr, hariug 
ill fiiiiey <-oiiverter) his ni^s to ^old, ftat coiiiitingoat 
Ills Mialth, and tnniljlin;; at all who haw him. Than 
the prodif^iil wan iitirryitig up and down his wardt 
and ^ivin^ fortinie» to thouftanrlfl. On one side t 
straw-rrowned Icin^ was delivering kiws to his peCH 
})le, aufl on the othcT a hiiKband, marl indeed, mi 
dictating to a wife tliat had undone him. Suddet 
fits of ravin;^ interrupted the solemn walk of tht 
iru;lanrho1y musiriun, and s<;ttled despair sat tipoB 
the pallid countenance of the lovc-bick maid. 

To thos<2 who have feeling minds, there is notMn| 
so uffeeting as sights like thf^sc: nor can a better 
Itr^Hon be taught us in any part of the globe tlian ift 
this school of misery. Here we may see the migh^ 
ri'siHfincrH of th<*. enrth, helow even the insects that 
iTiiwl upon it ; and from so inuiiblinga sight we msf 
k-arnto moderate fjiir pride, nud to keep those pas- 
tiouM witliiii hounds, wi.irh if loo nuuh indii^^ 
v/otdd drive rrasr)u froju Ii't .mvU, and level uswitk 
tlie \vre(('fi«'H of this unhappy maubion. But I am 
liurry to 8ay it, curiof.ity tMi(\ wuntouijens, more thaa 
ad<:.Mre <^nnstnir'tion, carry llie majority of specta- 
tors to thtH dismal plfxM*. It was in Uic Laster* 
Week that I attended my friend there; when, to mf 
great surprii^Cy I found a hundred people at leasts 
who, iuiving paid their two-^K?nc,e a-piece, were siA 
fcred umittended to run rioting up atid down the 
wards, making sport anri diversion of the miserable 
iuiiabitaut3 ; a cruelty which one would think hu- 
iutui nature iiardly capable of ! burclv if the utmost 
miKcry of mankind is to be made a 8i<;ht of for gain, 
those who are the (;overnorH of tliiH hoHpitul hhould 
take care that proper pirsons are appointed to at* 
teiid tlie spectators; und not suOcr iudecencies to Jbi 
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umitted, which would shock the humaiiity of the 
age Indians. I saw some of the poor wretches 
fvokcid by the insults of this holiday mob into 
iet of rage^ and I saw the poorer wretches, the 
ctators, in a loud laugii of triumph at the rav-< 
s they hod occasioned. 

n a country where Christianity is, at least, pro- 
sed, it is strange that humanity should, in this in- 
[ice, so totally have abandoned us : for however 
Hug this may appear to some particular persons, I 
inot help looking upon it as a reflection upon the 
ion, and worthy the consideration of all good meiu 
now it is a hard task to alter the wanton disposi- 
18 of mankmd ; but it is not hard for men in 
rer to hinder people from venthig those disposi- 
IS on the unhappy objects in question, of whom 
ry governor is the guardian, and therefore bound 
protect them from so cruel an outrage, which is 
; only injurious to the poor wretches themselves, 

is also an insult upon human nature. I hope 
refore that for tlie future tlic governors of this 
»le charity will think themselves obliged, in con- 
jDce and honour, to rectify an abuse which is so 
Eit a discredit to it: or if they continue regard-i 

of it, that you, Mr, Fitz-Adam, will pronounct? 
ry individual of them to be an accomplice in the 
barity, 

Lud now, sir, that I am on the subject of madness, 
I ine leave to hint to you an opinion which 1 hav<^ 
n entertained, and which my late visit to Bedlan^ 
again revived, tliat the maddest people in thi^ 
rdom are not w, but out of Bedlam. I have fre- 
ntly compared in my own mind the actions oj^ 
ain persons whom we daily meet with in the 
Id, with those of the inhabitants of Bedlam, who, 
jerly speaking, may be said to be out of it; and 
low .of no other diilerence between then)) tht^n 
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that t}ic former arf nitui with thoir reason ftbcnii 
the III, (If id thi* lattf^T so frotn tlic rnnfurtune of 
hnviii^ lost it. Rut what w extraordinary in thii 
v.vis, when, td it a hrimiur be it spoketi, charity it be* 
Conic la*«hioriablc, thf*RC iinha|))vy wretches are suf* 
f I'jdto run 1(uihc ab<iut tlic town, raising riotiia 

I>tiMi(: aflticniblirp, ^>ratiiig conKtulylefl, breaking 
amps damn 11 i^ parsons, affronting modesty, dis* 
t'irbing fmnilicp, and dcstniying their own fortuiiei 
ati'l (onBtittitionK: and all this without any provi- 
sion being rnadc f<ir tlinri, or the least attempt to 
cure them of thin madness in their blood. 

Thv minerabN! obfrcts I lun speaking of, are di- 
vided intotv/o clfi^HfR; tlir Mkm or Spirit a bout 
Town, and the 1'#i;cks: the Mr.s or Spirit have 
some f^litnmrringH of understanding; the BucKi 
none: the former are deni(»niars, or)>eople possem- 
ed; the latter are iniifoniily and inrnrnbly mad. 
For the reception and confinemrsnt of both thrie 
rlii«sM'P, I would humbly ]>ropoM; that two very spt- 
iious bnilrrui|<;Hl;<>enK'tcd, the ono railed the hoftpi'* 
t:il for Mkn of SpiRiT,or demoniacs: and the other 
the hoHpital for BtrcKs, or incurables. Of thr^ 
ho5<pit''dH I wfMilrj have the keepers <if our Bridewells 
iippoirit«'d /^ov*Tnor», with full powers of const itut- 
jiii', such <l( piitir'H or Hub-governom, as to their vris- 
doin should mmmu tnret. "Hmt after such hospitals 
lire built, ])r<»|XT officers appointed, and doctors, 
snnr(!onH, npr»thecnrie» and mtid nurses provided, all 
V'>niiLj; nobjenirn and otherH within the bills of mor- 
tidity, having ronunon s<'nw, who shall be found of- 
frnding tyxn'mni the rnlert of dec/^ney, either in the 
riiwM above-mentionpd,or in others of a similar nn- 
tnre, shall inunrdiatf^ly be conrhicted to the hospi- 
tal for dfmoniiics, there to be exorcised, physicked, 
and rlisfiplined into a proper we of their ne^sfs; 
and tliat full liberty be granted to all persons what^ 



soever to visits laugh at, and make sport of these 
iiemoBiacSy without lett or molestation from any of 
Hbe keepers, according to the present custom of Bed- 
lun, Ta the Buck hospital for incurables, I 
would have all such persons conveyed that are mad 
tiirough folly, ignorance, or conceit; there to be 
•hut up for life, not only to be prevented from do-» 
kig mischief, butfrontexposing in their own persons, 
the weaknesses and miseries of mankind. I'hese in- 
curables, on no pretence whatsoever, to be visited or 
ridiculed ; as it would be altogether as inhuman to 
insult the unhappy wretches who never were pos- 
sessed of their senses, as it is to make a jest of those 
who have unfortunately lost them. 

The building and endowing these hospitals I leave 
to the projectors of ways and means; contenting 
wayseM with having communicated a scheme, which, 
if carried into execution, will secure us from those 
iwarms of madmen which are at present so much 
the. (bread and disturbance of all public places., 

I am, Sir, 
Yoyr constant reader, and 

moat humble servant^ 

F.P4 
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J sir ALT. not at present enter into the great quei-^ 
titm between the ancients and the moderna; Uiucli 
leas shall I presume to decide upon a point of that 
importance, ^vhicii has been the subject of debate 
among tlye learned from the days of Horace down 
to ours. To make my court to the learned, I will la- 
went the jiradnal decay of hiiiTmn nature, for these 
hiH sjxtiitr? icenturies; but at the same Uvwa V'«n>»\L 



do justice to my contemporaries, and give tliem tl 
due share of praise, where they have either str 
out new inventions, or improved and brought 
ones to perfection. Some of them I shall i 
mention. 

The most zealous and partial advocate for 
ancients will not, I believe, pretend to dispute 
infinite superiority of the moderns in the ar 
healing. Hippocrates, Celsus, and Galen, had 
specifics. They ratlier endeavoured to relieve t 
pretended to cure. As for tlie astonishing cure 
iEsculapius, I do not put them into the accoi 
they are to be ascribed to his power, not to 
ekill : he was a god, and his divinity was his x 
TRUM. But how prodigiously have my ingeni 
contemporaries extended the bounds of medici 
What nostrums, what specifics have they not < 
covered ! Collectively considered, they insure 
only perfect health, but, by a necessary consequei 
immortality ; insonmch that I am astonished!, wi 
I still read in the weekly bills the great numbe 
people who chuse to die of such and such disU 
pers, for every one o/ which there are infallible j 
^ecific cures, not only advertised but attestec 
all the public news-papers. 

When the lower sort of Irish, in the most unc 
lized parts of Ireland, attend the funeral of a 
ceased friend or neighbour, before they give the 1 
parting howl, they expostulate with the dead bo 
and reproach him with having died, notwithsta' 
ing that he had an excellent wife, a milch a 
Beven fine children, and a competency of potatc 
Now though all these, particularly the excell 
wife, are very good things in a state of perf 
health, they cannot, as I apprehend, be looked uf 
as preventive either of sickness or of deatli ; but w 
w vaufih more reason may we expostulate wi 



id censare fliose of our contcroporaries, who, either 



obstinacy or incredulity, die in this grf?at 

KeetropoliSy or indeed in this kingdom, wiicn thf-y 

■Khy prevent or cure, at a trifling expence, not only 

1^ distempers, but even old age anri death itself! 

Tfhe REN^ovATiT^G ELIXIR infill Hhht ifffores pris' 

tme yofutk and vigour j be the -patient eier m old and 

itcaycd ; and that without loss of time or busint s?. ; 

nhereas the same operation among the anc i^r-nts 

ms both tedious and painful, as it required a tho- 

Rvugh boiling of tJie patient. 

The most inflammatory' and intrepid fesers ffy at 
fte first discbarge of Dr. James's powder; and a 
drop or pill 6f the celebrated Mr. Ward corrects ail 
fte malignity of Pandora's box. 
Ought not every man of great birth and e.^tnit'y 
^ ifio for many years has been afflicted with tlie pos- 
TER05IAN1A, or ragc of having posterity, a dis- 
temper very common among persons of that sort; 
Ought he not, I say, to be ashamed of having no is- 
wc male to perpetuate his illustrious name and li- 
tie, when for so small a sum as three-and-six-pence, 
he and his lady might be supplied with a sufilicif nt 
qpaatity of the vivifying drops, which infuUi- 
Wy cure imbecillity in men, and barrenness in wo- 
Hoen, though of never so long standing ? 

Another very great discovery of the modems in 
Ibeart of healing is, the infallible cure of the king'o- 
evily though never so inveterate, by only the touch 
of a lawful king, the right heir of Adam: for that 
is essentially necessary. The ancients were unac- 
i)%iainted witli this inestimable secret: and even 
^lomon the son of David, the wisest of kings, 
knew notliing of the matter. But our British Solo* 
men, king James the first, a son of a David alsio, was 
BO stranger to it, and pi*actiscd it with success. 
This fact is sufficiently proved by expeilexx^^i^ ^>^\. 
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If it wnnt''f| nny rfirrnljnr.itinn: trfftirnony, we luiH 
tliit of tli«' iiir/'iiioim Mr. ('tirU% who, in ii'tn iitcciOH 
|iHriil»lf hi><torv '*' r.ri:rlHiiH, n^-irtR fiiriil that int 
fii.ir('.itiiil not" too, wliirh in Hlvvtivi HK^ra tntiUtiA 
tliiiii tlif* tri(t; t1ii*t he khf'w fKiMKi'.oriTy who wi| 
rufti' dlly f'liK fl riHi morl olmtiimtf* kihK^s^rvil, liy 
thf tiMirh ol' fioMi-tir»nv. An (Hir miviU'ioiis histo- 
li.Mi flo(*H not (vr n intitiiHtr* thtit this HOMRBOVf 
<ofik liny thiiit; of thr other HOMKnof>Y fortlir run, 
ki wrrr tri U* withiuJ th»t li»' hnri nHiric(i this no M It- 
no nv, nnrl lii<i pliirr of alioflo, for the bcvicfitflf 
th<* |imir, who Hri; now rrrhircfl, nn'l at some ex- 
penif , t#» hnvr rrfoiirKf t/i Mr. VickiTs the cJcrgJF- 
funn. l^'Riflnn, f fuirly ronff*Rw niyKclf to be fWP* 
f rinii]1y iiitfvcMrfl in this inf)niry, Mure. i\m nonw 
nonr must nrrfmnrily )k! tho right heir of Acton^ 
inifl ron*;n({nrntly I must have the honour of beiff 
rrlHtrvl to liiin. 

Our iHhorioiin nHglihoiirs nut\ kinsmnn, the Gar* 
rnans, arf; not without thrir invent irms nfiH hitppf 
«li<>r-ovrrirs in the nrt of ni'^fneine; for thfy laufth 
lit a woiift/l t)iron((h tiM heuit, if tfiey t »u iMit n]^Af 

their |KiW(ler nf n\u}])ii\\\\ nf)i to the wotihcl it- 

ne)f, hnt to the sworil or hiilh't th«t f;:u'le it. 

ilnvin^now (iit hwist in my own ny'uiuiu) f^JHf 

j)rove/I th*' f;n|H'riority of tlie nu»'lerii?» over the mi* 

rients in (fie firt of henlinf/, I shnl) yntfi ed u> som0 

other pnrtiriilnrs in whieh niv eo|i<» in|>ornri«*s willti 

justly rhiini, anri I hojie l»e i\\]i,\vt t\ th** j)refere;irt!* 

'I iie \uiiru\ttUH Mr. Wnrfmrton, in his I>ivine le- 
gation of Motes, very jiiMlv olmervrp, that hieroi^iy- 
|)hirf; were the he^,innin^ of letters; hut at tlMj SJmio 
time he emuiiflly all'iWK ih it it uns a very tronhle- 
■4mie aiir) nneertiiin nM'llio'lofronnnnnieatin^ one's 
idetiK; iim it deprnHer] m ii ym\i niensnrc* on tb4i 
writer's skill in firav.inp (ui\ nit htlle known ia 
UjOiH: duyH) ; and uk uh^ioU^; too luudior tou JtttJe, 



too high or too low, might be of the most dan- 
gerous consequence, in religion, business, or love. 
Cttdnius removed this difficulty by his invention of 
vaequivocal letters ; but then he removed it too 
imich ; for those Jetters or marks, being the same 
throughout and fixed alphabetically, soon became 
generally known> and prevented that secrecy which 
in niany cases was to be wished for. This iuconve- 
Dxency suggested to the ancients the invention of 
ciyptography and steganography, or a mysterious 
and uuintelUgible way of writing, by the help of 
ishich none but the corrcbponding parties who had 
the key could decypherthe matter. But human in- 
dustry soon refined upon this too ; the art of decy- 
phering was discovered, and the skill of the decy- 
pherer baffled all the labour of the cyphercr. The 
secrecy of all literary correspondence became preca- 
rious, and neither business nor love could any 
longer be safely trusted to paper. Such for a con- 
ikkruble time was the unhappy state of letters, till 
the BEAU MONDE, an inventive race of people, 
found out a new kind of cryptography, or stegano- 
graphy, unknown to the ancients, and free from 
some of their inconveniencies. Lovers^in general 
nuide use of it ; controversial writers commonly; 
and ministers of state sometimes, in the most im- 
portant dispatches. It was writing in such an un- 
intelligible manner, and with such obscurity, that 
tlie corresponding parties themselves neither under- 
stood, nor even guessed at each other's meaning ; 
which was a most effectual security against all the 
accidents to wliicli letters are liable by being either 
miblaid or interciptcd. But this method too, 
tliough long pursued, was also attend(^d with some 
inconvenieiicits. It frequently protluced mistakes, 
by fecattering false lights u}^on that friendly dark- 
ncts, so projiiiious to buiiness and love% Bv\t Ci>fl:i 
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iiivf>ntivA mn|;1iY>oiirn, Uie French, hure very Ulcif 
rcmoYPd allUKfM: hiroiivenieiif 'ies, by the happy d»* 
covcry of a iiew kind of paj^Tf an pleaaing to tiK 
rycv aiid as conducive to tlH^dHpatchythe cleaino^ 
and at tlu; Afuiic tiinr, Um* fMscmi:y of all IfUsmy 
(•orrrs))und«'n<-/*. I^fy worthy frieitd Mr. DcMm 
lately hroii^ht ino a Hnnifdc of it* upon which, if 1 
ijiiHtitki; not 9 hv. will njiike very confriderable ioH 
firov«'inf*nt*i, as my rountryiiicn oftm do upon thi 
invr;n lions of other uiitionN. litis nheK of paper 
I ( onjcctiin-d to Lf! tlir ground-work and priiioprf 
tiuiU'Tinl of a t«-Mflf;r and piiHhionaCis letter from a 
fnti! ^frntl"Hian to a firii; lady; thougli in truth it 
might very wiOl Ix; (he wliole letter it^4^]f« At the 
top oC the flrAt \r*igt'. wh9 delineated a lady with vearf 
n-'l rheelcH, and a very hir^^* li(M>p, in tlie fashiiJiH 
able attitude of knot tin;;, aiifl of making a very giett- 
te<!l I'Verir-h nirtesy. 'J'hiH evidently ap|H;anla 
stand (or mai>am, and .save^ the tinw; and troubb 
of writini; it. At the h'>ttoni of the third page WM 
painted a very inn- v^rll-dreKt gf-ntlenian, uith hil 
hat und<-r hi<t Ui't arm, and hiK n|L^ht hand n|K>n hil 
heiirt, howint; nioHt resperU'iilly low; which siogk 
|ij(iire, hy an adniirahle pieee of hrachygra}ihy or 
Hhort-hand, plainly eonvevH thin deep HetjMr, and 
ulandM inntead oi' the*te many word», I halt the kg* 
nuitr to />/•, uith thv tvndn'r/tt. and Wftrtrir/it nvniimrtUt^ 
fmidam^ your wont inriolahlif uttavlird, Jaithful hum' 
hh Mr nil lit. 'I'he mar^'in <;f (he paper, which was 
ahont h'rilt'an inch brond, waH very )>roperly flixo- 
raie/l wilh all the emhhMii*^ of ttiiimphant beauty* 
and t^-nder Huirerin;; passion. #(/rfMi|i9 of HliiSf 
roH/:H, pf ai J% corals, nuns and Htars, were intermixi^ 
with chains, hrsiirdrrl nhiih\ atid hlet;ding hearts* 
bueh a hheet of pap':r, J confcflH, 8<M;tns to me to be 
A erunpletc letter ; and I would advine all fine fgsx^ 
llemeu, whose tini« i know is preciousi to avai 
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hemselves of this admirable invention: it will savn 
;hem a great deal of time, and perhaps some 
:hought; and I cannot help thinking, that were 
hey even to take the trouble of filling up the paper 
ivith the tenderest sentiments of their hearts, or the 
the most shining flights of their fancy, they would 
idd no energy or delicacy to those types and sym- 
bols of the lady's conquests, and their own captivi- 
;y and sufferings. 

These blank letters (if I may call them so, when 
khey convey so much) will mock the jealous curio- 
iity of husbands and fathers, who will in vain hold 
them to the fire to elicit the supposed juice of le- 
mon, and upon whom they may afterwards pass for 
t piece of innocent pleasantry. 

The dullest of my readers must, I am sure, by 
this time be aware, that the utility of this invention 
extends, mutatis mvtandis, to whatever can be the 
lubject of letters, and with much less trouble, and 
much more secrecy, propriety, and elegancy, than 
the old way of writing. 

A painter of but moderate skill and fancy may 
in a very short time have reams of ready-painted 
paper by him to supply the demands of the states- 
man, the divine, and the lover. And I think it my 
duty to inform the public, that my good friend 
Mr. Dodsley, who has long complained of the de- 
cay of trade, and who loves, with a prudent regard 
to his own interest, to encourage every useful in- 
vention, is at this time learning to paint with most 
unwearied diligence and application; and i make 
no doubt, but that in a very httle time he will be 
able to furnish all sorts of persons with the very best 
ready-made goods of that kind. I warned him in- 
deed against providing any for the two learned pro- 
fessions of the law and physic, which I apprehend 
would lie upon his hands. One of them beix^^al- 

VOJL. XXVI* H 
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ready in posseftsioii (to speak in their own stile) of 
a more bracliygrapiiical» cryptographical, and ste- 
gauo^ruphical secret, in writing their warrants; 
uiiil (lie oUier not willingly admitting brevity, in any 
shaj.i;. Otherwise what umumerable skins of parch* 
ni( lit, and lines of writing might be saved in a mar- 
riage-settlement, for instance, if the first fourteen 
or lit'teeii sons, the supposed future issue, lawful- 
ly TO BE BKGOTTEN of that happy marriage, and 
upon whom the settlement is successively made, 
were to be iminted every one a size less than the 
other upon one skin of parchment, instead of being 
enumerated upon one hundred, according to 
priority of birth, and seniority of age; and more- 
over the elder, by a happy plconasmus, always to 
tiikc bi'fure, and be preferred to tlie youngc^r! but 
this ust^ful alteration is more to be wished tliau ex- 
pected, for reasons which I do not at present think 
proper to mention. 

1 am sensible tliut the government may possibly 
o'uject, that I am suiigesting to its enemies a method 
of carrying on their treasonable correspondences 
with much more secrecy thim formerly. But as my 
intentions are honest, 1 should be very sorry to 
have my loyalty suspected: and when I consider 
the zeal, and at the same time the ingenuity of the 
Jacobites, I am convinced that their letters ui this 
new method will be so charged with groves of 
oaken bougiis, white roses and thistles interwoven, 
that their meaning will not be obscure, and conse- 
quently no danger will arise to the government from 
Ihis new and excellent invention. 



i^*25. iroKL». 135 



No. ^5. THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 1753. 



I HAVE Hye pleasure of informing my fair corrcs" 
pendent, that her petition contained in the follow- 
ing letter is granted. I wish I could as easily res- 
tore to her what she has lost. But to a mind like 
her's, so elevated! so harmonized! time and tho 
conciousness of so much purity of intention will 
bring relie£ It must always afford her matter of 
the most pleasing reflection, that her soul had no 
participation with her material part in that particu- 
lar act wliich she appears, to mention with so tender 
a regret. But it is not my intention to anticipate 
her story, by endeavouring to console her. Her 
letter, I hope, will caution all young ladies of equal 
virtue with herself against that excess of complai- 
sance, with which they are sometimes too willing 
to entertain their lovers. 

To Mr. FiTz-Ai>AM. 

Sir, 
I have not the least ill-will to your friend Mr.. 
Dodsley, whom I never saw in my life ; but I ad- 
dress myself to your equity and good-nature, for a 
small share only of your favour and recommenda- 
tion in that new and valuable branch of trade, to 
which you have informed the public he is now ap- 
plying himself, and which I hope yoTi will not think 
it reasonable that he should monopolize. I mean 
that admirable short and secret method of commu- 
nicating one's ideas by ingenious emblems and re- 
presentations of the pencil, instead of the vulgar 
and old method of letters by the pen. Give me 
leave, sir, to state my case and my qualifications t« 
^ou : I am sure you will decide with justice. 

a 2 
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I am ihff daiif^htfT of a clergyman, who, having 
hod a vrry gfKxl living, giive mc a good education, 
and Icfl ni(* no furtunr. I hail naturally a tuni to 
n'Hdiii^ and drawing: my fatlmr vncouragr^ and tm* 
sihtcfl nii; in Um; one*, allowed me a muster to in- 
Btnirt tiiK in the otiHsr, and I made an uncommon 
]}TOf!,rvM in thvtn IxiUi. My heart was tender, and 
my Hf ;ntimcntB were delicate ; perhaps too much to 
ffir my nuik in life. This diiposition led me to study 
rhii'fly tiione trca^unts of sublime honour, spotless 
YirtiK*, and rcfnicd Mintimunt, the voluminous ro« 
mancos of the last century. Sentiments from which 
I thank Heaven I have never deviated. From a 
sympathizing softncsA of soul, how often have I wept 
over tlioKc affecting distresses I How have I shared 
the piuigs of Uic chfuftc and lovely Mariamne upon 
tlie death (if the tender, tlie faithful Tiridates ! And 
how haH my indignation been excited at the unfaith- 
ful and ungcinerous historical misrepresentations of 
the gallant first Brutus, who was undoubtedly the 
teiulfTest lover Unit ever lived 1 My drawings took 
thf same elegant turn with my rttaJing. I painted 
all (he most moving and tender stories of charming 
Ovid's mc^taniorphosefl; not without sometimes min- 
gling my tears with my colours. I presented some 
fnns of my own painting to si*veral ladies in the neigh* 
bourhood, who were jileased to commend both the 
execution and the designs. The latter I always 
V)ok care should be moving, and at the same time 
irreproachably pure; and I found means even to re- 
present with unbhnnished delicacy, the unhappy 
])!iRHion of thf! unfortunate Pasiphac. With this 
turn of mind, this softness of soul, it will be sup- 
poN(!(l that I loved. I did so, sir; tenderly and 
truly I loved. Why should I disown a piission, which, 
when clarified as mine was from the impure dregs 
of scusuality, is Uio noblest and most generous sen- 
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timent of the human breast ? O ? that the false 
heart of the dear deceiver, whose perfidious vows 
betrayed mine, had been but as pure! The trai- 
tor was quartered with his troop of dragoons in the 
town where I hved. His person was a happy com- 
pound of the manly strengtli of a hero, and all tlie 
softer graces of a lover ; and I thought that I dis- 
covered in him, at first sight, all the courage and 
all the tenderness of Oroondates. My figure, which 
was not bad, it seems pleased him as much. lie 
sought and obtained my acquaintance. Soon bv Iiis 
eyes, and soon after by his words, he declared his 
passion to me. INIy blushes, my confusion, and my 
silence, too plainly spoke mine. Good gods ! how 
tender were his words ! how languishingly soft his 
eyes ! with what ardour did he snatch and press my 
hand ! a trifling liberty, which one cannot decently 
refuse, and for which refusal tliere is no precedent. 
Sometimes he. addressed me in the moving words of 
\'aranes, somc^times in the tender accents of Casta- 
li(», and sometimes in the warmer language of Juba; 
tor he was a very good scholar. In short, sir, a 
nionth was not past before he pressed for what ho 
i:ii\l(:f\ a proof of my passion. I trembled at the very 
tiioughl, and reproached him with the indelicacy of 
it. 1 If" persisted; and I, in compliance with cus- 
tom only, hinted previous marriage: he urged love; 
Und I wiis not vulgar enough ro refuse to the man I 
U ndtTi'y lovtd, tlie proof he required of my passion. 
1 yjt'ldcd, it is true; but it was to sentiment, not to 
cjesin'. A few months gave me reason to suspect 
tlmt his passion was not quite so pure; and within 
Ihe year the perfidious wretch convinced me that it 
iiad been merely sensual. For upon the removal of 
his troop to other quarters, he took a cold leave of 
uic, and contented himself with saying, that in th»i 
courbe of quarters he hoped to have the plea^iu*^. 



Bfiiiin tinir or oih'.'T of Mfeing me again. You^ Mr. 
J'*it/-Afluiii, if you hiivfr any elegancy of bouI, as I 
dari' r.iy yxi Ici^f, ran Ixftter ku(:M tliaii I con ex* 
|in'ii:,t)i«- iii^ffiiit*'. 1 ti'lt, aiirl tlie teum I ulied upon 
till • Of • u-^ion; but hH ill vain; vain as tlie thousand 
. teii-liT i(-tt(*rM Mhi'li 1 huv(; written to him since, 
itii'i to uhirU 1 huvft received no answer. As all 
thih pahhi'rl within tin' coiirNit of ten months, I had 
but OIK' rliiM ; wliirh dear pledge of my first and 
<>iilv lovf, I now uiaihtniu at the expence of more 
tlun halt of wlmt I Imvp to bubiiist upon myself. 

Uavinjz now, as 1 ho)K-, prepared your conipas* 
sion, and provrd my qualification, I jiroreed to the 
prayer of my petition. Which in, that you will be 
pliMUicd to nitoniraenrl mi* to the public, with all that 
authority which you have ho jns^tly uequired, for a 
hhare of thiH new and iMin(;(icial branch of tra<le. 
{ mean no farther than the jiiht iHiundH to which 
the fpinahj province may rxtend. 1^'t Mr. I)od- 
^l«■y en^robM all tlie rcht, with my bciit wishc)}. 
'I'hoii^'h I hay it, I believe nobody has a clearer no- 
tifMi of the tlieorv of delicate hentiments than I 
have; and I have already a considerable Htock in 
hand of these allegorical and emblematical paint- 
ings, applicable toalmoKt every hitnation in which a 
woman of HenNc, virtue, and rlelicacy, can find her- 
fself. 1 indul,(/ed my fiuicy in painting them, suxord- 
ii\\i to ihe viniouB diiipo»itionK of nund, which my 
\arious fortime.^ produced. I think 1 may say witli- 
oiit vanity, that 1 hav(! ma/le considerable improve- 
inentHin tin: celebrated nmp of the realms of love ia 
f 'lelia. I have* adorned the banks of llie gentle and cry V 
tallirK; 'IV'nder with 8evend new villajieH and grove*; 
4ind addirrl exprei^sion to the phrasing melancholic 
proves of rAiiUn and Uuider carcH. 1 have whole 
ijuircH, painted in my happier moinentB, of heurti 
vailed and crowued| flutleving CupidH| wanton ^^ 
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phyrs, constant and tender doves, myrtle bowers, 
banks of jessamine and tuberose, and shady groves. 
These will require very little filling up, if any, from 
ladies virho are in the transporting situation of growing 
loves. For the forsaken and conu>Iaining fair, with 
whom, alas ! I too fatally sympathize, I have tender 
willo)vs drooping over murmuring brooks, and gloomy 
walks of mournful C3rpress and solemn yew. In 
. short, sir, I either have by me, or will forthwith pro- 
vide, whatever can convey the most perfect ideas of 
elegant friendship, or pure, refined, and sentimen- 
tal passion. But I think it necessary to give notice, 
that if any ladies would express any indelicate id(^as 
of love, or require any types or emblems of sensual 
joy«^ they must not apply to. 

Sir, 
Your most obedient kumhk gercanf, 

Partuenissa, 



No. 26. THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 1753. 



Simplicity is with justice esteemed a supreme 
e?^cellence in all the performances of art, because 
by this quality they more nearly resemble the pro- 
ductions of nature: and the productions of nature 
have ever, been accounted nobler, and of a higher 
order, in proportion to their Simplicity. He?K e 
arises (if the ladies will permit me to philosophize a 
moment) the superior excellence of spirit to mat- 
ter, which is evidently a combination of many par- 
ticles; whereas the first is pure, uncompounded, ana 
indivisible. 

But let us descend from lofty speculation? and 
UDcless metaphysics, into common life and (aivw\\\vy.x 
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arts, in orclor more fully tu clinplay ihv. Yieautioi of 
a ji'ftT Simplicity, to which the prcHent a^e 
Sf'<in8 not to \my a pro]'cr regard in variouB in* 

tUlIUCB. 

N^iUtinc can \a' moro tirrbome and naiiicouB to a 
% irtiiobo of a trtir judpiicnt and ujunt vyr, in painting, 
tliaii th(! piiidv flitter <»f tlorid coloiir»i, and a va^t 
I nJnsiou oflijztit, unbubdiicd by »hadc, and undi* 
\( 11 i lied with tciiithof a browner cuaU It ia record- 
id, thill M.nir of the* cHpitid pieces of Apellcs were 
wKJiiplitin four colouis (»nly. This excellent artiiii 
invented also a kind of (hirkenin^z varnibh^ tliat 
nii^ht temper and ehusti/e all diix/ling splendor 
ai:d uiinecoKiiry ^lare, and nii;;ht ^ive, na 1'liny e\- 
prt .sxH it, a niod<-:^ty and austerity to his workfi. 
ThoM* who have U^en iin.'iccuhtf/nied to llir: Lest 
models, arc uHually at fint more delidiU d with the 
prodiutionH of the Mentish than the ftaliiin school; 
uiid I'H'fcr Uuhens to Uapiiael, till they U v\ \,y rx- 
pf-rieiw-e, thai hiseious and gay colouring' defcais the 
\(:iy end of the art, hy turning the attrntinn iVoni 
it.s priiK ij)al execlh nriis; llaii i.-, fuiii 'i'uiTU, 
S:mi'M< ITY, and 1)ksi(;n. 

ir thebe ohservatioiis are riplitly f(MiiifU*d, vJuit 
aiiall we Kuy of the taste and jud^nunt of tliOM* wlio 
spcjid their lives and tiieir fortunrs in i-oll* ctn.;; 
pi<(*s, wherr luiitlier perspective, nor pro} orti(>ii, 
nor ('(jnforniity to nature are o);h rved; 1 nuiin the 
extravagant hjveis and })urchas( rs of ('jiina, and 
Indmn screens. 1 saw a Kciisihle foreif.Mi<r a>lo- 
lii-^licd at a late auction, witii tlie exorbitant prices 
giv(n for these si'LENnin DRFouMrriKH, iis h« 
calh d tiicm, while an exijuisite painting ofCiuidu 
]>'i.'>cd unnoticed, and was set tisich;, as unfiisIii(Hi- 
i i ]e lumber. Happy should I tliink myself to Ije 
hI ]<' to convince the fair coniuiisseursthat make the 
^ii;at.est part of Mr, LupgforU'v uudicuces, liiat n^^ 
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;eDuine beauty b to be found in whimsical and gro- 
esque figures, the monstrous offspring of wild ima- 
^nation, undirected by nature and truth. 

It is of equal consequence to observe Simpli- 
:iTY in architecture as in painting. A multiplicity 
)f minute ornaments; a vast variety of angles and 
cavities; clusters of little columns, and a crowd of 
windows, are what distinguisii Meanness of 
MANNER in buildingfroni Greatness; tliat is, the 
jrothic from the Grecian; in which every decora- 
ion arises from necessity and use, and every pill^ir 
tias something to support. 

Mark hem the dnad PaK t h eon itandsf 
jfmd the domes of tmdem bands ! 
jirmd the toys of idle state^ 
How SIMPLY, bow tevereiy great f 

Rays the celebrated author of the ode to lord Hun« 
tingdon. Nothing therefore offends me more thaa 
to behold the revival of this barbarous taste, in se- 
veral villas, temples, and pleasure-houses, that dis- 
grace the neighbourhood of this metropolis. Nay, 
sometimes in the front of the same edifice to find a 
Grecian plan adulterated and defiled by the unna- 
teral and impure mixture of Gothic whimsies. 

Desimt inptscem muUer formosa supernu 

HoR« 

Whoever considers the latest importatiojis of 
inusic and musicians from Italy, will be convinced 
that the modern masters of that country have lost 
that beautiful Simplicity, which is generally the 
ornament of every musical composition, and which 
really dignified those of their predecessors. They 
have introduced so many intricate divisions, wild 
variations, and useless repetitions, without any ap- 
parent necessity arising either from the words o^ 
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from any oilier incident, that the chief ambition of 
the Composer seems to be rather to surprize the ear 
thin to please tlie judgment; and that of the Pe^ 
former, to ehcw his execution rather than his ex- 
pression. It is from these motives that the hearer 
18 often confounded, but not delighted, with suddea 
and unnatural transitions from the key, and retuim 
to it as unnatural as tlie transitions themselves; 
M'hile Pathos, the soul of music, is eitlier uuknowB 
or totally neglected. Those ^iio have studied the 
works of Corelli among the modern-ancients, aod 
Handel in the present age, know that tlie most at - 
fecting passages of the former owe their excellence 
to Simplicity alone; and that the latter under; 
stands it as well, and attends to it as much, though 
he knows when to introduce with propriety those 
niceties and refinements, which, for want of that 
propriety, we condemn in others. 

In every species of writing, whether we consider 
style or sentiment, Simplicity is a beauty. Thel- 
pcrfection of language, says the great father of criti* 
cibm, consists in its being perspicuous but not low. 
A redundancy of metaphors, a heap of soundii^ : 
and florid epithets, remote allusions, sudden flasliet 
of wit, lively and epigrammatic turns, dazzle the 
imaginations, and captivate the minds of vulgar 
readers, who are apt to think the simple manner 
\inanimated and dull, for want of being acquaint- 
•cd with the models of the great antique. Xeno- 
phon among the Greeks, and Ciesar among the Ro- 
mans, are at once the purest and most simple, as 
W(;ll as the most elegant writers, any age or nation 
can produce. Niidi cnm sutity recti, Sf vcnujili, owni 
ornafu oraiiunis, tanquam xcfitc, dctracio. Among 
ourselves, no writer hai- perhaps made so happy and 
judicious a mixture of plain and fi^uralive trrms as 
Addison, who wiu> Uic iirst that banished from Un 
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English, as Boileau from the French, every specie* 
3f bad eloquence and false wit, and opened the 
gates of the Temple of Taste to his fellow-citizens. 

It seems to be the fate of polished nations to de- 
generate and depart from a Simplicity of .senti- 
ment. For when the first and most obvious thoughts 
bave been pre-occupied by former writers, their 
successors, by straining to be original and new, 
abound in far-fetched sentiments and forced con- 
ceits. Some late instances in men of genius (for 
none but these are capable of committing this fault) 
give occasion to us to deprecate this event. I must 
add, under this head, that simplicity of fable is an 
indispensable quality in every legitimate cjrama 
We are too much enamoured with what is called in 
frigue, business, and bustle, in our plays. We arc. 
disgusted with the thinness, that is, the unity of a 
plot. We must enrich it with episodes or under- 
characters; and we never consider, how much our 
attention is diverted and destroyed by different 
objects, and our pity divided and weakened by 
an intricate multiplicity of events and of persons. 
The Athenians therefore, who could relish so 
SIMPLE a plot as that Of the Philoctetes of Sopho- 
cles, had certainly either more patience or more 
good sense (f will not determine which) than my 
present countrymen. 

If we raise our thoughts to a subject of more im- 
portance than writing, I mean dress; even in this 
sublime science. Simplicity should ever be re- 
garded. It might be thought presumption in me to 
censure any part of Miss ****'s dress last night at 
Ranclagh; yet I could not help condemning that, 
pn)fusii)n of ornament, which violated and dc^:troy-. 
ed the unity and to oAoj» (a technical term borrowed 
from the toilette) of so accomplish(?d a figure. 

To fnilsh my panegyric on Simplicity vuvitv\"a.\v- 
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TUT tliat I know is agrct'ulilc to my fair readers, I 
mean witli u stroke uf morality, I would obser>'e, 
that it' tliis cpiality was v<Mierated as it ought to be, 
it would at ()ii(-<'. banibli from tlie earth all artifice 
aiul tnachrr}', doiiblc-df aling aiid deceit. Let it 
th< n-fore bi: t'htablislicd ah a maxim, That Simpli- 
city is of equal importance in Mouals and in 

TAbTE. 
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No. 27. TIIIRSDAY, JULY 5, 175X 
To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Til E foniiing scparatr soc^icties, in order to e:i€T'' 
ris(! tli<* great duty of ^•elf-m()^tifi(;ation, seems to 
nuj to Ik" one of tlie most general and prevailing 
tendencies in hmnan nature. For even in those 
countries, where the freedcmi of the laws, or tlie* 
ill execution of thein, or the licentiousness of maii- 
tiers, li:i>i given a h.('rt of pubhc sanction to a less 
»( ven- (lisci])rHiey in Kngland itself, what numerous 
seduries have suhsitsted upou this dispositiou of the 
human mind ! 

It is upon this j)rincij)lc that the various and op- 
posite tenets of dillerent systems are built. Maho- 
met, Confucius, and othtr religious law-givers; tlie 
lounderb of Lirger societies, or smaller coimuuni- 
ties, have availed tlienibelves of this bias in the 
mind of man; which, at one time or other, is sure 
to draw him with more tlian ordinary force. 

If ambition occupitis, if love monopolizes, if in- 
dolence Htui)ifies, if literature anmses, if pride ex- 
pands, or humility condenses the immortal spirit of 
man; if revenge animates, if a softer sensation mol- 
Viikt^i if triflvb HimilulutC; if domestic cai-es enga^^e^ 
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f dress and equipage possess the divine mind of 
iromen; these passions will^ sooner or later, most 
[certainly subside in both, and giv^ place to that 
impulse, which begets various kinds of mortified 
communities in different climes and countries. 
Hence such multitudes, in a neighbouring country, 
pass the last periods of their lives in the monastic 
severities of the strictest devotion; and hence it 
likewise is, that we see such nimibers in our own 
country expose themselves to midnight damps at 
Vauxhall, and to be pressed to death by well-dress- 
ed mobs at routs. 

Indeed, the more we consider the human spe- 
cies, from the rude savage up to the most polished 
courtier, the more we shall be persuaded of this ge- 
neral tendency in our natures to acts of voluntary 
mortification. 

But what puts this matter out of all doubt, is, the 
erection of three monasteries, within many of 
oar memories, in the most conspicuous parts of this 
great metropolis. 

I hope your country protestant readers will not 
be too much alarmed; I can assure them tliat they 
fay no Peter-pence. They are formed at present of 
societies composed entirely of males; but we hope it 
will not belong before they either open the arms of 
tl^r communities for the reception of females, or 
,that the ladies excited by their example, and ani- 
mated by the same principles, will form seminaries 
ibr their own sex, and that some departing matron 
may be prevailed upon to found a charity for this 

For the furthilrtiioe of so desirable a community, 
it may not here be iiS^roper to offer a legal clause to 
be inserted in any last wilt or testament ; viz. * I, A. B. 
fpinster or dowager, being tired of all men, and hav» 
iog no mortal to whom I have reason to wish well; 

TOL.XXTX. O 



))aviti<K M*tl1rrf a rompf'tpnt provision on my birds, 
clc>;i;s, and rat«,do leave the Kuni of pmnds^ 

towiirdH the erectins b hii)Iding« and the estaolibhing 
A society for th«> following purposes, Arc. \r. he' 

Now lis soon BH H stifKc'ient ntindjCT of holv sis- 
trrH fhall \h* collected, I think thoy rannot do more 
nvisfly than to form thrir new stcminury upon the 
niorirl (it* one of thohe three ^reiit Mon asteriks so 
lately founded; nor would I ad vim* them to vary 
niurli from tlione plans, as the difference of male 
and ft-niiih^ will always be, to those who contem- 
(ilate things profoundly, a Mifficient badge of dis- 
tinrtion. 

For ihe dirertion, therefore, of these future lady 
fihhrs.scH, it will be nec'( ssary to give them some ac- 
count of the three monastic hocietirh before- 
nu'ntiont'd; which will H})pear to owe their rise en- 
tirely to that iimatc love of separate clan-sliip and 
Mif-niortification, which, airording to my present 
niaxini, is universally implanted in the human 
bn-jist. 

'MuTe are few women of fasliion who have not 
h^'jird of Harry the eiuhlh; many of them are per^ 
feetly well acrpiainted with that glorious fountain 
from wliirh thtj retornuition fuKt sprung, wliich pro- 
duced the dissolution of papal momibteries; till 
fiomt! years ago, a litth^ round w«'ll-.«poken man 
erected a large mona^tery near Covent-Ciarden, 
where a brotherhood was Koon foruK^d. Here, he 
dealt out indulp;enccts of all sorts, and oxtrtiue 
(good internal) unctions. 

Ihit it happen<fi, lor diverse roiisons, that the 
aforesaid district was not thought so pn»pera situa- 
tion; upon whicli a nrw convknt was built, near 
tlic court-end of the toun; the monks removed to 
ir, and from thiit. dav \\n\r taken upon thcnibclu'S 

the lldHHi of WaiTK-FUYAUH, 
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The difficulty of being admitted into this pious 
leminary, and the necessary qualifications for that 
mrpose are sufficiently known. But how severe is 
heir abstinence ! For whereas other devout orders 
n other countries do not scruple to indulge them- 
elves with the wholesome diet of plain fish, vege- 
ablesy and oil, it is the established rule of this or* 
ler, not to admit of any eatable but what simple 
uiture abhors, and till tlie texture of its parts is so 
otallv transubstantiated, that it cannot come under 
he denomination of fish, flesh, or good red herring. 

To such a degree likewise has their spirit of mor- 
ification carried them, that, being sensible that the 
uost real indulgence, the most natural and hunio- 
;eneal beverage to the constitution of man, is pure 
impid element, they have therefore banislied that 
lelightful liquid from their meals, and freely ex- 
posed themselves even to the most excruciating tor- 
ures, by daily swallowing certain potions of various 
inds, the ill effects of which to the human body are 
rell known; and for their farther penance, they 
lave arlopted nauseous medicinal waters, for their 
niserable inky drink. 

But it is in the dead time of the night, when the 
erd of ordinary mortals repose from their labours, 
hat these devotees perform their greatest acts of 
elf-severity ; for the conduct of which, they have 
iree or four established rituals, composed by the 
clebratcd father Hoyle, 

Tliis famous seminary, like that of some colleges, 
; divided into senior and junior fellows. The ju- 
iors, to a certain number at a time, not content 
ilh their ordinary a^Xs of probation, exert a most 
xtraordinary eftbrt of devotion. 

Imagining that the mortification of tlie body alone 

not sullicient for the pious gratification of their 
ulted zudl, and considering liow meritorious it 

2 



voiilH br to extend thfsfamii i«v«rit)rtothe facultic* 
fit tlif niinrl, tlii^' havr attiiincd tiich a tpiritual do« 
rninutioM over tlirmoij], hh to ^x: able: to renomii:e all 
ifn tiKmt {ilciiiiitig v.rnttiinnn^ and tr> give it up with- 
out rcrriorhr, to b<; tortured by thf! triMt painful 
\ Kinhii iidch of Hopf^ and VtAr, Such in the wonder- 
fill *-\\ve\ of Jon^ hubit, unwearied excrciM, aiid tb« 

Itnir.tfrl vij^ilh! 

Ill ttuU'.r to far ilitati* this tnilfmme nt^nuictf and 
to ciiitblf ihfmfir'lvffK totally to Kiibdue all idiM 
vliuthof-vf-r, whi( h huvf* no ronn«^:tion with thoie 
two|i:iH*(ion% thpy lifivf;rontriv«'d inc«Mant1y UtUM 
iilioiit two rubi'-al fj^urfh, whlrli arii no d^^ised, «f 
to fix the nttfiittoti, by rfrlain niystiral rharactfrif 
tr»oiii' rir r»tlMT of ttif: afori-Miid piiMionN: and thui 
thf 7 u'iil hit for irianv liourH, with only the li^t of 
orit' Itii^i? ta|H*r in iuo. middlir of thi* altar, in ths 
iiioht «'r(]iiihit<t and roiiviilhlvc a^otiifii of tli<*. moft 
truly nir)rtifiH mid rfli^^lcMiii p<!iiitf^ntfi. In nhort* 
ncitlii r tlirr fiidiiin nor fliinchn lKjnzf*Hy nor the 
Itiilittn or Sptini^.ti vif.ionarif'«i, in all tlu'ir variotif 
*\v^Utr\\(tun aiiH pciinnrff., inuw. up to tlii:M% And 
b( re, \r/ \\u: way, I ( iiiiiiot but r'-niatk with pleasurKy 
tlif {'n-iil tu1f;ritN of my coiinlryinr'n for (:arryiri(( 
rsiiy thin;' tl»*'y iituWriiiki: to f/n.-uUT prrfcf:tioti 
thiiii Miiy oth^r ii.'Ltioii. 

'Mil: ^r-r■ond of tli'M* h( ininaricM wan founded upon 
t)if iiioHrl of tlic firht, and ronNii.tH of a nurnbr^r of 
^iicr.Y ravAHH, rcinarkablf! for a ri((orouH al>ftti- 
m iKp, nrKJ in'l«l;iti^abl«r drvotion. Thi^y juht pn:- 
M-rvi- iluir b'in;» uitli a littli: rhorolat^ cir U-n. 
T\it'\ tiif rlrilif jitiil to ih«^ gn:at St. Okoror, and 
an- rli;iuij,Mji^liH by the: roni|KMturc of th^ir coun* 
il•tvllnl'i^, uut\ tlif'ir /T/.t.raordinHry taciturnity. 

'IIh< ihinl oirli r in that of St. .Iamkh; th'* inf^m- 
If-rH oi uhicb nrf: known by t.li#» ap(K'llation of 
Sr AjiLK'i I'lLYAiift. It conhU;tfl of a multitude of 
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rothers, who are not near so strict as the two for- 
ler orders-; and is likely to become vastly nume- 
ous, under the auspices of its great patron, whose 
ulk is adorn^ by jollity and good-humour; and 
fho is moreover very strictly a good ilier. 

Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, let me ask you whether 
aese three laudable institutions are not plainly 
wing to that principle, which 1 have assigned in 
tie beginning of my letter ? For what otlier motive 
ould prompt' men to forsake their own eleirunt 
ouses, to sacrifice domestic and conjugal satisfac- 
ions, to neglect the endearing rites of hospitality, 
1 order to cloister themselves among those, with 
ihom they can have no connexion, but upon the 
foresaid principles? 

But since such is the general bent of the human 
lind, it is become a fit subject for the WoiiLp to 
onsider by what methods these seminaries may 
e so multiplied, as to comprehend all ranks and 
rders of men and women. And if fifty new 
hurches were thought few enough to keep pace 
ith the zeal of good queen Ann's days, I believe, 
Ir. Fitz-Adam, you will not think five hundred large 
lansions of the kind I am speaking of, will be too 
lany for the present. I am. 

Yours, &c. 

J.T. 
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Pauci Hignoicere possunt 



Vera bona^ atque illis multum diver sa,-'^ JuV. 

r is a common observation, that though happiness 
every man's aim, and though it is generally pur- 
ed by a gratification of the predominant passion, 
t fcwhaveacutenessenouglitQ discover thevoinX* 
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whirli woiilH f^ffprtiially procure tfi^ long-MMglit 
« rirl. f >ii'* raniiot lint wonder that Kuch intenM sp- 
I>IiMitir;ii Hs nirtftt of iiA hpfitow On the cultivation of 
r.'iir fiLvoiiritr* fl(>«iroH, should yet leave us ignorant of 
till- nifist (fiNf'iitidl objc'ctK of our fttudy. For my 
jmrl, I WHS so early convinced of the truth ofthii 
<.lM«(rvHtioii, that in^tfad of nearching for what would 
fontril.ntf most to my own happinn, I have tpent 
^Tciit |>:irt of my Jiff: In the study of what may ex- 
tfnd the Mijoymrtii of othors. This knowledge I 
fiiit tcr in ysf If I hii v(> di^roverH^nd Khali now discloie 
tfi the wnrld. I hrj; to ^h* attended to: I beg man- 
iniiid ^^ili iM'lir-vr that I know >iettrr than any of 
Ihriii what will anrcTtain tlir frlirily of their livei. 
I iiiii licit piiii^ to ii]i]iart so great Cthough no often 
M-\i-iili(l) a flfcrft, as that it in nrltgion or virtue: 
f<-w would liflifvf nu% fewer would try the recipe. 
In sj.itr of tiM! pliiloHOphy of the nge, in spite of the 
; rjivitv ii( niy cliJirsirtir, and of the dercnry which I 
Iiopf I liiivc liitlicrto most Hanrlininnioufily oliserv- 
(rl, I iiinkt avow iiiv prrHnasion, that the fenpiial 
|.|i:isiin' of T.ovr. is \\\v ^jrcut rordial of life, and the 
oiilv Kpet ilic for n mr>vin'^ the anxifties of (Mir own 
|);isH(>iiM, or for H1lp{)r)^tifl^ thciiijiirirs and inirpiities 
\v1:m h \vf MifVrr tVoni those oi' oth'T men, 

* \V< II ! (slisill I !/'• toM; anrl is this your admira- 
Mr rli ((jvi rv? Is this the AUtAM'M that has ca- 
( :i|H (I thf ])f nitration of all iii(|uin>rs in all Hges? 
Wli.'if riihiT doctriiH' liiis \m'.u ta«i;iht by the most 
f«*iisih|c |ihiloK>ph( rs? NVjis not thi-ithe text of the 
n rinons of Kpici iirs ? Wiis not this the theory, 
and |«riirii(€' t(/o, of ihi: exji'-ri^nc'd Ai.ci inAORH? 
Wl.iii. r)ili(r wen* tin*. t*-nrts of the sn^e lord Ro- 
rjM.sTKu, or of the inisKionary .SV/////-Kvkkmo>'t?' 
it is very true; and a thonsand other founders of 
i ctp, nay of nli^ious orfh-rs, ha\t! taught — or at 
kuht practised, the same doctrines. But I pretend 
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» introdnte such refinements into the system of 
nmualityy as shall vindicate the discovery to my- 
ilfy and throw at a distance the minute philoso- 
bersy who (if they were my forerunners) only served 
> leaid the world astray. 

Hear then in one word the mysterious precept! 
Ttmmg women are not the proper object of sen- 
sal love: it is the matron, the hoart fair, 
ix) can give, communicate, insure happiness/ I 
light enumerate a thousand reasons to inforce my 
octrine; as the fickleness of youth, the caprices of 
eanty and its transient state, the jealousy from 
tvab, the distraction from having children, the im- 
ortant avocations of dress, and the infinite occu- 
lations of a pretty woman, which endanger or di- 
ide her sentiments from being always fixed on the 
uthiiil lover; and none of which combat the aifec- 
ions of the grateful, tender, attentive matron. But 
s one example is worth a thousand reasons, I shall re- 
ommend my plan by pointing out the extreme happi* 
tess which has attended such discreet heroes- as are 
onmiemorated in the annals of love for having 
»fiFered up their hearts at ancient shrines; and I 
ball clearly demonstrate by precedents, that several 
iidies in the •bloom of their wrinkles have inspi- 
ed more lasting and more fervent passions, than 
he greatest beauties who had scarce lost sight of 
heir teens. The fair'young creatures of the present 
lour will forgive a preference which is the result of 
leep meditation, great reading, and strict impar- 
iality, when they reflect, that they can scarce con-r 
rive to be young above a dozen years, and may be 
»ld for fifty or sixty; and they may believe me, 
hat after forty they will value one lover more than 
hey do twenty now; a sensation of happiness, 
diich they will find increase as they advance in 
ears. I cannot but observe with pk«AV)kie,tXkaX.\^ 
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I^:;ihlatiirr itfii'ir KTOtiM to rohiricU* with my way of 
tliiiikiii^', mid liaH wry iirurlrntlv enacted, that 
voiiti)( liiriich nIihII iifitc'iitcT no (Mtrly into the liondi 
of love, wlifti th«*y Hrt* innipulilv oi rfJIt.'ction, and 
of all tlii-sfiiuiiN (liiiif'H wliirh U'loiig to an union of 
lii'artM. A H'liiinif'nt which in«U*('(l our lawssc^tii 
iilwavA to havr hiul in vi«:w ; for unh'fw there waaim- 
))laiit«*cl ill our iiatiirrM n vtron^; t«!niptiiliori towardi 
thf> lovf of r.M>RKi«Y wonir*n, why HJiould the very 
fimt proliihilion in tlio tahh; of consani^uinity forbid 
n niiui to niiiiry Iuh (iRANDMOTiiRii? 

I'hc first hcroiiK* w<: ntarl of, whovn <: harms were 
prrHif iLf2>Liiiht tin; injuries of tiints was the acconi- 
j>liNlir(l iSauaii: I think tlu! most nMKjeratc com- 
piitati(»tin niakr hrr t(» U; ninety, when that wanton 
nionarrh Ahimrlrcii would have undermined her 
virtue. But as doubtless the olmervance of tJiat 
virtiif! hafi been the gniat foundation of the conti- 
nuance of lier iMjauty, and (U) the ri^idncHS of it ra- 
ther exempts her from, than ex)>OH4^s her as an 
ol>j(:(rt of my doctrine, I shall say no more of that 
lady. 

IIki.kv, the iM'autiful IIklkn, if then; h any 
truHtiu^ to chiHsic ]»arisli-rei»isterH, was fourncorc 
when Paris Ntole her; and thoiigli the war lastfd 
ten years after that on her aeeouitt, nuMisieur Ho- 
MKU, who wrote their ronmnee, does not ^ive any 
hintoftlie ^aUant yotiu^ priiic<^ having shewed tlio 
least decay of ptission or Hymptoni of iticonstaru:y: 
a fidelity, which in all prol)ahility was at l(u;»tH8 
nuicji owinf,; to th(; e\)>erience of \\iv. dame, and to 
her knowledge in the refinements oi plea«-un', as to 
her f>ri^lit eyes iinfaded com]d<^\ion, or the vwa- 
lastin^ lilies and ro. es of her ( hf^eks. 

i am not ch'ar that length of yeiirs, esprtialiy in 
heroic inindn, does not increase nillier ttian aVatc 
the t^ciitimentttl iluinc. 'i'hu ^rcat LLUABKTJi» 
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(se passion for the unfortunate earl of Essex is 
\y a favourite topic with all who delight in ro-' 
itic history, was full sixty-eight when she con- 
ined her lover to death for slighting her endear- 
its. And if I might instance in our own sex, 
charming, the meritorious Antony was not far 
1 seventy before he had so much taste as to sa- 
ce the meaner passion of ambition, nay the worlcl 
f, to love. 

ut it is in France, that kingdom so exquisitely 
cious in the affairs of love, from whence we may 
f the arts of happiness, as well as their other dis-» 
3ries in pleasure. The monarchs of that nation 
3 more than once taught the world by their ex- 
»le, that a fine woman, though past her grand 
iacteric,may be but just touching the meridian of 
charms. Henry the second and Lotrxs the 
teenth will be for ever memorable for the pas* 
s they so long felt for the duchess of Valenti* 
s, and madame de maintenon. The former, 
le heat of youth and prospect of empire, became 
ive to the respectable attractions of Diana de 
TIERS, many years after his injudicious father 
quitted the possession of her on the silly appre- 
don that the was growing old : and to the last 
aent of his life and reign, Henry was a con-i 
t, jealous adorer of her still ripening charms* 
jn the age was over-run with astrology, super- 
on, bigotry, and notions of necromancy, king 
TRY still idolized a woman, who had not only 
ried her grand-daughter,then a celebrated beauty, 
who, if any other prince had reigned, was an- 
t enough to have come within the description of 
ery : so little do the vulgar distinguish between 
ideas of an old witch and a fine woman. The 
ion of the other monarch was no less remark- 
, Tliftt hero, wlio had ga,ined sq many ba,ttU^ 
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by proxy, had presided in person at so many tour- 
iiainents, had raised such water-works, and shed, 
such streams of heretic blood ; and, which was sdll 
more glorious, had enjoyed so m£uiy of the finest 
women in Europe; was at last captivated by an old 
govemante, and sighed away whole years at the feet 
of his venerable mistress, as she worked at her tent 
with spectacles. If Louis le grand was not a 
judge of pleasure, who can pretend to be? If he 
was, in favour of what age did he give the golden 
apple ? 

I shall close my catalogue of ancient mistresses 
with the renowned Ninon L'enclos, a lady whose 
life alone is sufficient to inculcate my doctrine in 
its utmost force. I shall say nothing of her numer- 
ous conquests for the first half of her life: she had 
wit, youth, and beauty, three ingredients which wiH 
always attract silly admirers. It was not till the 
fifty-sixth year that her superior merit distinguished 
itself; and from that to her ninetieth, she went on 
improving in the real arts and charms of love. How 
unfortunate am I, that she did not live a few years 
longer, that I might have had tlie opportunity of 
wearing her chains ! It was in her fifty-sixth year 
that the chevalier de Villi ers, a natural sou 
whom she had had by the comte de Gerze, ar- 
rived at Paris from the provinces, where he had 
been educated without any knowledge of his real 
parents. He saw his mother ; he fell in love witli 
her. The increase, the vehemence of his passion 
gave the greatest disquiets to the affectionate ma- 
tron. At last, when nothing but a discovery of the 
truth could put a stop, as she thought, to the im- 
petuosity of his attempts, she carried him into her 
bed-chamber. Here my readers will e;isily con- 
ceive the transports of a young lover, just on the 
brink of happiness with a churmiug init tress near 
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•eescore ! As the adventurous youth would have 
shed his enterprizes, she checked him, and point- 
; to a clock, said, ' Rash boy, look there ! at that 
ur, two-and-twenty years ago, I was delivered of 
»u in this very bed !' It is a certain fact, that the 
fortunate, abashed young man flew into the gar- 
II and fell upon his sword. This catastrophe had 
e to have deprived the age of the most accom- 
shed mistress that ever adorned the Cytherean 
tials. It was above twenty years before the.af- 
:ted mother would listen to any addresses of a 
ider nature. At length the polite Abb^ de Ge- 
TN pressed and obtained an assignation. He 
ne, and found the enchanting Ninon lying on a 
jch, like the grandmother of the loves, in the 
»8t gallant dishabille ; land what was still more de- 
litful, disposed to indulge his utmost wishes. 
ter the most charming endearments, he asked 
• — ^but with the greatest respect, why she, had so 
ig deferred the completion of his happiness? 
'hy,* replied she, * I must confess it proceeded 
m a remain of vanity : I did pique myself upon 
ring a lover at past fourscorb, and it was but 
iterday that I was eighty complete.' 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

'ROUBLED you somc time ago with an account 
my distress, arising from the female part of my 
lily. I told you tliat by an unfortunate trip to 
Paris my wife and daughter had run utarkl'rench; 
\ I wish 1 could tell you now that they were perfectly 
overed : but all I can say is, that the violeiicf^ uf 
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the symptoms seems to abate, in proportioa ai tfae 
cloaths that inflamed them wear out* 

My present misfortune flows from a direct coo* 
trary cause, aud aflects me much more sensibly; 
The little whims, aflectations> and delicacies of b- 
dies may be boUi ridiculous and disagreeable^ eqie- 
cially to those who are obliged to be at once the 
witnesses and the martyrs of them ; but they an 
not evils to be compared vdth the obstinate wrou- 
headedness, the idle and illiberal turn of an odj 
son; which is unfortunately my case. 

I acquainted you, that in the education of n^ 
Bon I had conformed to the common custom of thM 
country (perhaps I conformed to it too much and 
too soon) ; and that I carried him to Paris, fim 
whence, aifter six months stay, he was to so on upoa 
his travels, and take the usual tour of Italy and 
Germany. I thought it very necessary for a young 
man (though not for a young lady) to be well ac- 
quainted with the languages, the manners, the chfr* 
racters, and the constitutions of otlier countries; 
the want of which I experienced and lamented in 
myself. In order to enable him to keep good com* 
company, I allowed him more than I could conve* 
niently af!brd ; and I trusted him to the care of a 
Swiss governor, a gentleman of some learning, good- 
sense, good-nature, and good manners. But how 
cruelly 1 am disappointed in all these hopes, what 
follows will inform you. 

During his stay at Paris, he only frequented the 
worst English company there, with whom he was 
unhappily engaged in two or three scrapes, which 
the credit and good-nature of the English ambas- 
sador helped him out of. He hired a low Irish 
wench, whom he drove about in a hired chaise, to 
the great honour of himself, his fiEimily, and his 
couutry. He did not learn one word of FrendH 



r«29* vroKLtf. 157 

ad never spoke to Frenchman or French woinan^ 
xcep ting some vulgar and injurious epithets, which he 
estowed upon them in very plain English. His gover* 
or very honestly informed me ot tliis conduct^ 
rbich lie tried in vain to reform, and advised tlieir 
imoval to Italy, which accordingly I immediately 
rdered. His behaviour there will appear in tlie 
nest light to you, by his own and his governor's 
ist letters to me^ of wliich I here give you faithful 
opies. 

<RoM£, May the 3d, 1753. 
* Sir, 
* In the six weeks that I passed at Florence, and 
le week I stayed at Genoa, I never had time to 
rite to you, being wholly taken up with seeing 
lings, of which tlie most remarkable is the steeple 
f Pisa: it is the oddest thing I ever saw in my life; it 
tands all awry ; I wonder it does not tumble down. 
met with a great many of my countrymen, and we 
ve together very sociably. I have been here now 
munth,and willgiveyou an account of my way of life, 
[ere are a great many very agreeable English gentle- 
len ; we are about nine or ten as smart Bucks as any in 
ogland. We constantly breakfast together, and 
len either go and see sights, or drive about the 
atlets of Rome in chaises; but the horses are very 
ady and the chaises do not follow well. We meet 
Bfore dinner at the English coffee-house ; where 
lere is a very good billiard-table, and very good 
smpany. From thence we go and dine together 
f turns at each other's lodgings. I'hen after a 
fearful glass of claret (for we have made a shift to 
Bt some here) we go to tlie coffee-house again; 
om thence to supper, and so to bed. I do not be« 
eve that these Romans are a bit like the old Ro- 
lans ; they are a parcel of thin-gutted, sniveling, 
tinging dogs; and I verily believe that our ^<i^t 
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could thrash forty of them. We never go amoiig 
tliem; it would not be worth while; besides, «• 
none of us speak Italian, and none of those Signon 
speak English; which shews what sort of fellowi 
they are. We saw the Pope go by t'other day in a 
procession ; but we resolved to assert the honour of 
Old England ; so we neither bowed nor pulled of 
our hats to the old rogue. Provisions and liquof 
are but bad here ; and to say the truth, J have not 
had one thorough good meal's meat since I left En- 
gland. No longer ago than last Sunday we wanted 
to have a good plumb-pudding; but we found the 
materials difficult to provide, and were obliged to 
get an English footman to make it. Pray, sir, kt 
me come home; for I cannot find that one is a jot 
the better for seeing all these outlandi^ places and 
people. But if you will not lot me come back, for 
God's sake, sir, take away the impertinent moultmr 
you sent with me. lie is a considerable expenceto 
You, and of no manner of service to Me. All the 
English here laugh at him, he i« such a prig. He 
thinks himself a tine gentleman, and is always pk" 
guing mc to go into foreign companies, to learn fo- 
reign languages, and to get foreign manners ; as if I 
were not to live and die in Old England, and as if 
good English ax'.quaintance would not be much more 
useful to mc than outlandish ones. Dear sir, grant 
me this request, and you shall ever find me 

' Your most dutiful son^ 

* G. D.' 
The following is a very honest and sensible let- 
ter, which I received at tlie same time from my son i 



governor. 



* Rome, May the 3d, 175'X 

'Sir, 
• 1 think myself obliged in conscience to inform 
you, that the money you arc pli ased to allow m-J 



N* 29* WOULD. 1.59 

for my attendance upon your son is absolutely 
thrown away; since I find by melancholy expe- 
jience, that I can be of no manner of use to him. 
I have tried all possible methods to prevail with 
him to answer, in some degree at least, your good 
intentions in sending him abroad; but all in vain: 
and in return for my endeavours I am either laugh- 
ed at or insulted. Sometimes I am called a beg- 
l^ly French dog, and bid to go bac:k to my own 
country and eat my frogs ; and sometimes I am 
wovnseer Ragout, and told that I think myself a 
Tery fine gentleman. I daily represent to him, that 
by sending him abroad you meant that he should 
learn the languages, the manners, and characters of 
different countries, and that he should add to the 
classical education which you have given him at 
home, a knowledge of the world, and the genteel 
easy manners of a man of fashion, which can only be 
acquired by frequenting the best companies abroad. 
To which he only answers me with a sneer of con- 
tempt, and says, so he-likc-yei ha ! I would hnre 
connived at the common vices of youth, if they had 
been attended with the least degree of decency or 
refinement ; but I must not conceal from you that 
your son's are of the lowest and most degrading 
kind, and avowed in the most public and indecent 
manner. I have never been able to persuade him 
to deliver the letters of recommendation which you 
procured him; he says he does not desire to keep 
such company. I advised him to take an Italian 
master, which he flatly refused, sajdng that he should 
have time enough to learn Italian when he went 
back to England. But be has taken, of himself, a 
music master to teach him to play upon the Ger- 
man flute, upon which he throws away two or three 
hours every day. We spend a great deal of money, 
without doing you or ourselves any honour by it ; 
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thought your 8on, liko the generality of bit coimtry- 
nieii9 viUues liini«M.*lf upun hit expcnce, and loois 
upon all foreignens who arc not able to make m 
ronsiderahlc a one, as a parci;! of beggan and 
H'oundrels; 8p<*akH ^'thfMu, and if he spoke io thcva^ 
u'ould treat them us Huch. 

If I niiglit pH'sunu* to advise you, sir, it should 
1)0 to ord4:r us home forthwiili. I can assure you 
that your son's morals and manners will Ui in much 
Itfls danger under your own inH|Hx:tion at home, 
than they can be under mine abroad ; aiid I defy 
him to keep worse Knglibh company in IrLiigland 
than he now kco))S here. But whatever you may 
think At to determine concerning him, I must hum- 
bly insist upon my own dismisition, and upon leave 
to assure vou in person of tlie respect witli which I 
have the honour to be, 

* Si r, YouTj &c/ 

I have complied with my son's request, in conse- 
quence of liis governor's ufivicre; and have ordeied 
him to cunic houiC immediatt^ly. But what shall I 
do with him here, where he is but too likely to be 
encouraged and cuuntenanced in these iliiljeral and 
ungeiitieman-like maimers ? My case is surely most 
singularly unfortunate; to be plagued on one side 
by the polite and elegant foreign follies of my wife 
and daughter, and on the other by the unconforming 
oljstiiiacy, the low vulgar excesses, and the porter- 
like; maniK.Ts of my son. 

Perhaps my misfortune may suggest to you some 
thoughts upcjA the methods of education in general, 
v'liich, conveyed to the public Uirough yoar paper« 
may prove of public use. It is in that view sijigly 
that you have had this second trouble from, 
Siii, 
Your moHt humble servant and constant reader^ 
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I allow the case of my worthy correspondent lo 
; compassionate, but T cannot possiblv aWnvf it to 
5 singular. The public places daily prove the 
intrary too plainly. I confess I oftcner pity tlmn 
ame the errors of youth, when I reflect upon the 
ndamental errors generally committed bv their 
ireiits in their education. Many totall}' neglect, 
id manv mistake it. The ancients beean the edu- 
.tion of their children bv formin:; their hearts and 
eir manners. ITiey taught them the duty of men 
id of citizens; we teach them the lan^uajies of the 
icients, and leave tlieir morals and maimers to 
ift for themselves. 

As for the modern species of human Bucks, I im- 
ite their brutality to the negligence or the fond- 
S8 of their parents. It is observed in parks, 
nong their betters, the real Bucks, that tlie most 
Dubiesome and mischievous are those who w(tc 
ed up tame, fondled and fed out of the hand, 
len &Lwns. They abuse, when grown up, the in- 
ilgence they met with in their youth; and their 
intliarity grows troublesome and dangerous with 
cir horns. 
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A M indebted for my paper of to-day to tlie scru- 
ilous piety of one of my fair correspondents, and 
the undeserved, though not uncommon, dis- 
uses of another. My readers will, I hope, forgive 
s the vanity of publishing the compliments paid 
? in these letters, when I assure them that I had 
ther what I write should have the approbation of 
sensible woman, than that of the gravest and most 
irued philosopher in England. 

P 3 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sin, 
The candour which ehines so conspicuously in 
your writings, the deference you express towards 
the literary productions of women, and the genteel 
turn you give to every stroke of satire on our foi- 
bles, have encouraged me to otter a few female 
thoughts on the arbitrary power of fashion ; or, as it 
is more properly and politely rendered, taste. 

I am not learned enough to define the meaning of 
the wonl, much 'less am I able to tell you all the 
different ideas it conveys; but according to its com- 
mon acceptation, I find that it is applicable to every 
affectation of singularity, whether in dress, in build- 
ing, in furniture, or in diversions; and the farther 
we stray from decency or propriety in this singula- 
rity, the nearer we approach to tastb. 

The prevalence of the Chinese taste has been 
very humorously attacked in one of your papers; 
and the greater prevalence of the Ivdian taste 
amon^ us women, I mean tlie taste of going unco- 
vered, has been as happily treated in another. But 
there is a ta»tc at present totally different from this 
last, the impropriety of which can hardly, I think, 
have escaped your observation, though it has your 
censure. It is the taste of attending divine service, and 
of performing the most sacred duties of our religion, 
with a hat on. However trifling this may be deem- 
ed in itself, I cannot but consider it in a serious 
light: and have always, for my own part, refused 
complying with a fasliion, which seems to declare in 
the observers of it, a want of that awfiil respect 
which is due to the Creator from his creatures. 

If temporal monarchs are to be served with an 
uncovered head ; I mean, if the ceremony of unco- 
vering the head be considered and expected by the 
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higher powers as a mark of rovrrcnce and humi- 
lity; surely reason will suggest thut tlio. Sitprkme 
OVER ALL should be approached , and siipplira ted 
with at least equal veneration : yet, strange as it 
may appear to the more thinking part of our sex, 
this uncouth taste of. being hatted prevails in almost 
all tlie churches in town and countr\'; matrons of 
sixty adopting the thoughtless whim of girls in their 
teens, and each endeavouring to countenance the 
other in this idle transgression against the laws of 
decency and decorum. 

Favour me, sir, either by inserting this short let- 
ter, or by giving some candid admonitions on the 
subject after your own manner. 1 am acquainted 
with many of your female readers, and am assured 
that your frequent remarks upon their most fashion^ 
able follies will have a proper effect. Reproofs are 
never so efficacious as when they are tempered with 
^ood humour; a quality which is always to be found 
mthe lucubrations of Mr. Fitz-Adam; among whose 
admirers I beg to be numbered, and am, Siii, 

Your humble servant, 

Clarissa, 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

To whom, sir, should the injured fly for redress, 
bnt to him who has made the world his province? 
You will not, I am sure, be offended at my taking 
this liberty: the Spectator was not above receiving 
and publishing the epistles of the female sex; nor 
will you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, who are writing in the 
cause of virtue, disdain the correspondence of an 
innocent young creature, who sues to you for con- 
solation in her affliction, and for one who has broke 
^rougjh all rules of honour and morality. I will 
Biak€ BO farther preface, but proceed. 
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My nRinc and circumstances I need not f^^t*"* 
\N>u witli; let it suflico t]iat I am the daughter of a 
i^'iit]<*nmii, un<i that my education has -beeu suitable 
ti> my hirth. It was my misfortune to be left at 
fiitui'n without a father; but it was with a motfaert 
who in my earliest infancy had sown the seeds of ie> 
lifpon and virtue in my heart; and I tliink I may 
wiilu)iit arrof^aiicc assure 3rou, that they have not 
)>e('u thrown iiway upon unprofitable ground. After 
tliis greatest of losses we retired to a country village, 
Mime few miles from town; and thcu'e it waaysir, 
Uiat I first kn<*w to l^ wretclicd. 

We were visited in tliis village by a young gentle- 
man, who, as he grew intimate in the fJEtmily, was 
pleased to Hatter me with an affection, which at 
lirst I did not imagine to be real — I ought to have 
told you that his fortune was independent, and him- 
self neither fool nor coxcomb. Young as I was» 
some little sliart^ of experience told me, tliat gentle- 
men at his ngt; imagine it a most material branch of 
p(jlitni(s.s to pretend love to every pretty womau 
they I'lill in company with; but indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
I Iiiid a heart tliat was not to bn caught by compli- 
ments. I examined his b<'ha\iour wiih the strictest 
utttntion; not a grain of jxirtiaiity or self- love, at 
least I imagined so, clouded my judgment; tlie 
tlights <jf poi'try and passion, so common in others, 
giive place, in him, to modesty and res|)ect; his wordjs, 
his looks were subservient to mine, and every jmrt of 
his conduct seemed to cp'.ak the sincerity of his 
love. The approbation of friends was not wantinii;; 
and every one expected that a very little time would 
unite us to each otlier. 

For my own part, I built all my hopes of happi- 
ness upon this union; and I llattered myself, tliat by 
an obedient and aB'ectionate behaviour I might 
Hiukc the life of him I sincerely aud virtuously lovfpd 
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as happy as my own. But it was not to be ! Somp 
common occurrent'e occasioned our separation ; hf. 
parted, seemingly, with the greatest rej;ret; abkrd 
and obtained permission to write; hut some nkonthx 
elapsed without my seeing or hearing from him. 
Every excuse that partiality could sucuest, 1 iVamod 
in his favour; but I had soon more convincing proofs 
of his neglect of me than either his absenre or Win 
silence. On his return, instead of apolop;izin(^ for 
his behaviour, instead of accounting for his ni-miss- 
ness, or of renewing the subject of all our conver- 
sations, he appeared gloomy and reserved; or wlien- 
ever he inclined to talk, it was in the praises of 
some absent beauty, or in ridicule of marriaiio^ 
which he assured me it should be many, many years 
before any one should prevail with him to think of 
seriously. With many such expressions, and a few 
careless visits, during a short stay in the country^ 
he took his leave w^ith the formality of a stran^^er^ 
and I have never seen him since. Thus, sir, did lie 
oaocel an acquaintance of two years standiiiir ; the 
greatest part of which time he had employed in the 
most earnest endeavours to convince me that belov- 
ed me. 

If I could accuse myself of any act of levity or im- 
prudence in my behaviour to this gentleman, Ih.e 
i^onsciousness of such behaviour would have pre- 
sented me from complaining; but I appeal to his 
>wn heart, as well as to all that know me (and he 
md others who read this letter, will know from 
grhom it comes) in vindication of my conduct. 

Yet why should I flatter myself that yoii will take 
iny notice of what I write ? This injustice I com- 
plain of is no new one ; it has been felt by thou- 
sands; Of if it had not, I have no invention to give 
entertainment to my story, or perhaps to make it 
ilitereating to any but my own familvj oi: a. fcvi Vvi-i 

5 
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i»iilc friciulH who love nie. Tlicy will thank y<N| 
fur it, unrl \h: olili;^t'(i: and to make it useful to your 
rL'a(.l(.T>, tell theui in your own words and manner 
(ff»r I huve no one to correct wliat I write) that the 
<-i-u«.'Ic'>t action a niiui can lie guilty of, is tiie rob- 
hiug a young woman of Iter aiTections, with no other 
dcbi}^n than to abandon her. Tell thenif sir, that 
tiiougli the laws take no cognizance of the fraud, the 
barbarity of it is not lessoned: for where the proo6 
ol' an injury are such as the law cannot possibly as- 
t:( Ttiiin, or p<;rhap8 might overlook if it could, we 
claim from honour and humanity protection a&d 
r(;gard. 

liow hateful, Mr. Fitz-Adam, among my own 9ex« 
ih the c;liaracter of a jilt! Yet men feel not the 
pangs of disap]>ointed love as we do. From superi- 
ority of reason they can resent tlie injury, or froni 
variety of employments can forget Uie trifler iffto 
intlicted it. But with us it is quite otherwise; WB 
have no occupations to call ofT our attention from 
disai)))uintment, and no lasting resentment in our 
uaturt .s (1 spciik Iruni experience) against him who 
has betrayed us. 

Let me add a word more, and I will have donf. 
U every gentleman of real accomplishments, wiw 
has no serious design upon the heart of a woman, 
would avoid being particular either in conversation 
or in tlie civil otlices of good-breeding, he would 
prevent many a silent pang and smothered biglu 
It is, I am sure, from a contrary behaviour, that 
m:iny a worthy young cn^ature is hurried to her 
gravt% by a diseas(i not mentioned in the weekly 
bills, a broken heart. 1 am, with great sincerity, 

Sill, 
Your admirer and constant feeder. 
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I cannot dismiss this amiable young lady's lclt< i , 
without observing, that the injustice it complains <il* 
will admit of the highest aggravation, if we consi- 
der that it is not in human prudence to guard 
i^ainst it. In cases of seduction tlie frail one lis- 
tens to her passions, and not her reiison ; and a wo- 
man is made miserable for ever, by listening to an 
offer of being virtuously happy. 
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FaBit ti mautum pietas tua ■ V I R o . 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam* 
Sir, 

You will be told at the close of this letter the 
reason why you are troubled with it. I am a cler- 
gyman; and one I hope, who has hitherto, its 
near as the imperfections of his nature would ad- 
•mit, performed the duties of bis function. I hope 
also that I shall give no oilcnce by saying, tliat I 
•have been more assiduous in teaching the moral 
duties of Christianity, than in explaining its myste- 
rKS,,or in gaining the assent of men's tongues to 
MhsX their minds can have no conception of. The 
•great duty of benevolence, as it was always my se- 
cond care to inculcate, so it was my second delight 
-to practise. But I am constrained by a fatal suc- 
cession of experience to declare, that 1 have been 
•imhappy in the same proportion that I have been 
benevolent; and have debased Myself, as often as I 
have endeavoured to raise the dignity of human 
miture. 

In the year one thousand seven luindred and 
lhirty-eij;ht, when I was curate of a paristv vu Yo\V.^ 
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tlie fcillowing article appeared in all the Londoa 

llCWK-pUptTS, 

« York, Murch 25th. This day William Wjatt 
luid John Simpson were executed here for houn^ 
bn'iikiiijL;. They behaved in a very penitent man* 
iier, but made no confession. At the tree the hangf 
man was intoxicated with liquor; and suppotim 
tlicn* were three ordered for execution* waa go* 
iiig to put one of tlie ropes about the parson's ned 
as he stoud in tlie cart, and was with much difficoltf 
|.'ri'V(*iited by tlie gaoler from so doing/ 

'1 hill parson, sir, was myself; and indeed every 
part of the article was literally true, except that ths 
gaoler was equally intoxicated with the hangman, 
and that it was not till after the rope was forced 
about my neck, and the cart just going off, tbptlht 
sheriff's oilicers interfered and rectified the miistakfi 

Thus was I in danger of an ignominious death 1^ 
performing the duties of my office, and, from t^f^iBb* 
der regard to the souls of these poor wretdie% 
watching their last moments in order to soften their 
hearts, and bring them to a confession of the Clpime 
for which they were to suffer. But the indjHiily 
ofiered to me at the gallows was not all. 'am 
are in York, Mr. Fitz-Adam, as well as in LondoiH 
scoffers at the clergy; and I assure you, upcrii'^ 
veracity of my function, that I hardly ever walked 
tlie streets of tliat ciUr afterwards, without heixig sir 
luted by the name of the half 'hanged partonm 

Time had scarcely taken off the edge of this ridi* 
cule, when a worse accident befel me. It was my 
misfortune to send an advertisement to the Daily Ad^ 
vertiser, setting forth, * That if a certain young woman 
(who happened, though I knew it not, to be ths 
most noted harlot upon the town, and who then kept 
a ccffee-house in Coven t-garden) ' would apply ^ 
the reverend Mr. W. B/ (which was myself, and rav 
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name printed at fiill length) ' at the Blue-Boar inn. 
Holbouniy she would hear of something greatly lu 
ber advantage.^ 

The occasion of this advertisement was literally 
tiius. The young woman in question had formerly 
been a servant at York, and had been basely and 
wickedly seduced by her master ; who dying a few 
years auer, and feeling the utmost remorse for so 
injurious an act^ was willing to make this unhappy 
creature all the atonement in his power, by putting 
privately into my hands a hundred pounds to be 
|>aid her at his decease; and as he supposed her to 
be in some obscure service in London, he conjured 
me in the most solemn manner to find her out, and 
to deliver the money into her own hands. 

It was to acquit myself of this trust that I came 
up to town, and put the above-mentioned advertise- 
ment into the Daily Advertiser. The young woman , 
an consequence of it, came the same day to my inn, 
and having convinced me that she was the real per- 
Jon (thou^ I wondered to see her so fine a lady) 
•and having received the donation with great mo- 
ilesty and thankfulness, very obligingly invited me 
to a residence at her house during my stay in Lon- 
don. I made her my acknowledgments, and the 
more readily embraced the proposal, as she added 
that the house was large, and that the young ladies^ 
her lodgers (for she let lodgings, she said, to young 
ladies) were particularly pleased with the conversa- 
tion q{ the clergy. 

^. I, dined with her that day^and continued till even- 
Wf^ in the house, without the least suspicion of the 
occupation of its inhabitants ; though I could not 
help observing that they treated me with extraordi- 
nary freedom; that their bosoms w^ere uncovered; 
and that they were not quite so scrupulous upon 
certain occasions as our Yorkshire young Yfoisv^u*. 

VOUJICXV/. Q 
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hilt ns I hnri npvor bctni in town before, and had 
ii(*;irrl cn'iit talk of tin* i'rc*t:doin uf London ladies, I 
f.-oiirliirlrd it^^as \\\v taslnoiiable behiiviour; which 
th()ui;li I (lirl not cxtivnioly like, I forebore, through 
good inaiinrrs, to find fault with. At about seven in 
the t'N(-nin;r, as I was drinking tea with two of the 
ladies, 1 was broke in u)>on by some young geutle- 
nK'ii, one of whom happened to be the son of a near 
neighbour of mine at York, who tliemoment he saw 
nic, swore a great oath, 'I'hat I was tlie honestest 
parvf)!! in England ; i'orthiit the boldest wencherof 
them all would seruple to be sitting in a public room 
ut a bawdy-house with a brace of whores, without 
lorkin^ th(! door,' 

A loud laugh, in which idl the company joined, 
previ'nt«*fl my reproving this young g(*ntlenian, as I 
thought he deserved ; but the language and beha- 
viour of the ladi(>H t<i these gentlemen, and their 
coarse and indecent jests both u])on me and rtiy 
cloth, opened my eyes to we where and witli whom 
I was. I ran flown stairs with the utinoU precipita- 
ti(»n, and early the next nir»rning ttiok horse f"r 
York ; where, by the jussiduity of the abovc-nici- 
tion<d young genlh'man, my story arrived before 
me, jind 1 was ridiculed by half my ac(|uaintance for 
putliii;; myself to the trouble and expeuce of a jour- 
ney to town for a })rac(; of wenches, when I must un- 
doubtedly h.'ive known that a score of them at York 
would gladly have c^ldiged me for half the money. 

It was in vain for me to assert my iimocence, by 
1« lling the whole story; I was a second time made 
ridiculous, and my fund ion rendered useless in the 
plaf(' where 1 lived, by th(^ punctual pertbrmance of 
my duty, in religiously observing the last request of 
a (1} in;; friend. 

I (|nilLe(l York soon after this V.mt disgrace, and 
^ot njcouimcntled, though with some dilHcully, to a 
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curacy in Lincolnshire. Here I lived happily for a 
considerable time, and became the favourite compa- 
nion of the squire of the parifh. He was a keen 
sportsman, hearty in his friendihips, bitter in his re- 
sentments, and implacable to poachers. It so hap- 
pened, that from about the time of my coming to 
the parifh, this gentleman's park and the country 
about it were so shamefully robbed of hares, that 
every body was exclaiming against the thief. For 
my own part, as I thought it my duty to detect kna- 
very of every kind, and was fond of all occasions of 
testifying my gratitude to my patron, I walked out 
early and late to discover this midnight robljer. At 
last I succeeded in my search, and caught him in 
the very act of laying his snares ; and who should 
he be, but the game-keeper of my benefactor ! This 
impudent fellow, who saw himself detected, had the 
address to cry out thief first; and seizing me by the 
collar, late as it was, dragged me to his master's 
house. I, was really so astonished at his consum- 
mate assurance, that I heard myself accused without 
tlie power of speaking ; and as a fartlier proof of my 
guilt, there was found, upon searching me, a great 
quantity of wire and other things, the use of whicli 
was sufficiently obvious, and which my kicked ac- 
cuser had artfully conveyed into my pocket, as he 
was leading me to my judge. 

To be as little prolix as I can, I was imprisoned, 
tried, and convicted of the fact ; and after having 
suffered the utmost rigour of the law, was obliged 
at last to take shelter in town, to avoid the thousand 
indignities that were offered me in the country. 

To particularize every misfortune that has Iiap- 
pened to me in London, would be to exceed the 
bounds of your paper. I shall only inform you of 
the occurrences of last night. 

It was past twelve when I was retuming to my 

q2 
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\nr\^jiugn from visiting a tick friend. At I pUMd 
nloriK the Strand I lieitrd at a little distance from ne 
till? ftoiind of blow*, and the scream* of a woman. I 
f{iiirk«^nH my parr, and immediately peroeimi a 
V cry |»n:lty young creature upon her knees, iotreatin| 
n HfiJdi'Tr ftir nifnry, who by the fury in his looks, m. 
hin ii|)lift';d cudgel, teemed determined to shew 
rionf'. (Nimmon humanity, ■* well M a sense of my 
duty, impfrlhrd me to stop and make my remon- 
htrunrc; to this barliarout man. Tlie cAeAs of these 
rfinriimtrancct wcrr, that I soon ailter found nijrself 
upon tlif! ground, awaked as it were from a trance^ 
i«'iih my lu^arl broke, my l>ody bruised, my pockets 
ritlftd, and the sfildior and his lady im> where to be 
iound. 

Aitw ! Mr. Fitx-Adom, if this had been the onW 
niiHforttiiifjof the night, I Imd gone home contented; 
but 1 liful a fM;vf?nT nun to undrrgo. I was comfort- 
iuf^niyfM'lf HH I walkH along, that I luid acted the 
]}art of a chriHtiiin in regard to thr*HC wrctchru ; 
vflv'U a lourl rry nf thi<:vf'H and niunicT, and iinrne- 
flidlrly iifrfr it tlifr Hi|;lit of a gentleman 'struggling 
witt) two ill -looking fclJowK, again alarnicrl luv.. Ail 
hriii'^ofj jitirl blooHy as I wan, I i\i*.w without lir^iita- 
tion to liiM iiHi-ittUmrr! ; and hi'ing of an athletic make 
and roiiMlitiition, in a very ffW niinutfw (IHivfrrc'd 
)iiin Ironi tlitir (lutclic*!; who, fiH Noon as b'r IU(^v 
liiiiiM^jf lit lilirrty, made the nioHt natural uw. <Sf it, 
by ninninj', aw;iv. I was now h:ft to the merry 
of iv.n fitrrci-n>liherM, uh f thought them, both of 
whom had mo nerun'ly fasteued up<»n me as to pre- 
vent my eMriL)>e. But while I wan begitming to ^;ll 
tin in that I h.ul lM-**n already robl)rcl, to my ntUT 
/ onhnioti they (liH(!overe(l to me that tliny were bai- 
hih ; that tliey had arn^nte.d the jierHon whom I 
rrscurd (or thirty iiouuHh; and that I mutt givv 8C« 
curity U)t tin; cKbt, or go innlwitly to prison, 
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To come to the close of my unhappy narration, 
they carried me to one of their houses ; from 
whence I sent to the landlord where I lodged, who 
having something more than thirty pounds of mine 
in his hands (all &at I am worth in the world !) was 
kind enough to bail me. From a principle of con- 
science (knowing that I had really made myself tlie 
debtor) I would have paid the money immediately, 
if it had not occurred to me that the gentleman 
whom I delivered would, upon reading these parti- 
culars in the World, be honourable enough to re- 
mit me tlie sum I stand engaged for on his account. 
As soon as I see this letter inserted, I shall make 
myself known to Mr. Dodsley, to whom I desire 
that the money may be paid : or if tlie gentleman 
chuses to come in person and discharge my bail, 
Mr. Dodsley will be able to inform him at what place 
Imay be found. 

I beg your immediate publication of this letter, 
and am, Sir, 

Your most faithful servant , 

W. B. 

P. S, I forebofe to make any mention of watch- 
men in my account of last night, because^ I saw 
none. I suppose that it was not a proper time ei- 
tlier for their walking their rounds, or for appearing 
at their stands. 
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To Mr. FiT2-ADABf, 
Sir, 

[ Was greatly surprized, that when in a late paper 
Ifouwere displaying your knowledge in diseases^ and 

Q 3 
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ill the several specifics for their cure, you should be 
ho very forgetful as never to mention a nudady, 
wliicii at precieiit is not only epidemical^ but of the 
fouU^t and most inveterate kind. Thk malacly it 
calU'd by the learned the cacokthxs CAmrsMBl, 
and by the vulgar criticism. It is not more true 
that ever)' man is bom in sin, than that be k born in 
CRITICISM. For many years indeed the distemper 
was uncommon, and not dangerous in its conse* 
qucnces ; seldom attacking any but philosophers and 
men of learning, who from a sedentary life and in* 
tense application to books, were more open to ill 
influence than other men. In time, by the infectioa 
of dedications, it began to spread itself among the 
GREAT, and from them, like the gout, or a more ikk 
ble distemper, it descended to their inferion, till st 
last it has infected all ranks and orders of men. 

But as it is observable that an inhabitant of the 
fens in Lincolnshire is most liable to an ague, a 
- Yorkshireman to horse-stealing, and a Sussex-man 
to smuggling; so it is also observable that the per- 
sons most liable to the contagion of criticism, are 
young masters of arts, students in the Temple, at- 
torneys clerksi haberdafliers pr^intices, and fine gen- 
tlemen. 

As I had long ago looked upon this distemper to 
be more particularly English than any other, I deter- 
mined, for the good of my country, whatever pains it 
might cost me, to trace it to its first principles ; but 
it was not till very lately that my labours were at- 
tended with any certain success. I had discovered in 
general that the patient had an acidity of blood, which, 
if not corrected in time, broke out into a kind of evil, 
which, though no kiiig's-evil, might possibly, I thought, 
be cureci by touching : but it occurred to me that 
the touch of an oak-saplin might be much more effit 
cacious than tiiatof the ingenious Mr. Carte's iomb* 
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BODY. A linen draper's prentice in the neighbour-- 
hood happening at that time to be labouring under a 
severe fit, I hinted this my opinion to his master, 
vrho immediately applied the touch ; but I will not 
wrong my conscience by boasting of its effect, having 
learnt that the lad was seen soon after at a certain 
coilee-h«u8e in the Strand, in all the agonies of the 
distemper. 

Untired by disappointment, I continued my 
searches vdth redoubled diligence ; and it is this day 
that I can felicitate myself, as well as thousands of 
my eountrymen, that they have not been in vain. 

The cAuse then of this loathsome distemper is 
most certunly wind. This being pent in the bowels 
for some time, and the rules of good-breeding not 
permitting it, in public places, to take its natural 
course, it immediately flies up into the head, and af- 
ter being whirled about for a while in that empty 
region, at length discharges itself with great violence 
upon the organ of speech. This occasions an in- 
voluntary motion in that member, which continues 
with great rapidity for a longer or shorter time, ac- 
. cording to tlie power or force of the original blail 
which set it in motion. This volubility, or rather 
vibration of tongue, is accompanied with certain un- 
intelligible sounds, which, like the barkings of per- 
sons bitby a mad dog, are tlie moil fatal proofs of the 
malignity of the diflemper. 

The late doctor Monro, who was long ago con- 
sulted upon the case, gave it as his opinion, that it 
was k species of madness, known among the Greeks 
by the name of x«ko9v|x»«, and among the Romans 
by malevolent ia. It is said of that great and hu- 
mane man, that from his concern for these poor 
creatures, he intended, if he had lived a little longer, 
to have proposed a new building for their reception, 
contiguous to that in Moorfields ; and as they are -luite 
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hannleM Hiinjzs, u'oiilH cliaritably have taken them 
under his fmii inuncdiHtt^ care. Tlie hiss of that 
ciniiicnt f»li\siriiiii, w(tp it from no cither consider- 
ation, can not Imt Im* lamented as a public miifor- 
tunc; hi» M'hfnM! iH'inf; intended to prevcnat the 
rontii^ion of cuiTirihH from hpreadin^ so univer- 
liiilly iiiuon;;; liih Maji'sty's sulijefrts. For Uiere is 
ciiK' luchtnrholy rirrum^tanco attending this disease, 
riani«'iy, that it la of f]iiirkcr and more certain iufec** 
tinn tlian tlie plague: iMritig comnnintcatedy lilt* 
yawning;, to a Iarj;('('irc*lr ofc:ompany inaninbtantof 
time; and (what i» ciiOiricnt confirmation of the 
caiiNc) (hi* coni^rcgatf d vapour which is emitted at 
such times, i^ nioi<: di^-u^neable and otirnsive than 
it it Imd takc4i itHprop* r nnd natural couriie. 

]Uit the doctor's piiiicipid reason for c<»njec taring 
this dibtciiipcT to be madnt'fiS, was, its heing almoH 
com iniiiilly tt( ted upon by external objects. A man 
in the liydrophol>ia will be in agonies at iho sijj^ht of 
^^ater f>r any li({ui(i ; an<l it is very well known that 
peiMtiis tiMlicted witli a cu iticihm will \jv thrown 
into (•(;u;il apiiiich at liie si<!.iit ot anew book, i>ani- 
{))iNl, (>r])0<-ijt. Ihil the (^reulttl and iimt-t coiivul- 
s:vi'ofall a^'onicK arc trtnnd to itnxeed from the 
n pt'f 'mentation ut n new play. 1 ha\e niyht li ob* 
ft* ivc({ iipijh this oreiihion si mob of pour wn'tc.h<*s 
.s( Tuiiii^; lorth such flisuial ^kkuis and hurii pii'rciu^ 
t^l rirks as Ijiive (jiiite niovetl me: after ti lis thc^ liavu 
it :i rt( d uj) on a Midden, and \v ilh all the lary of madnnn 
l)a\'. Luni up thi^ benches irommider them, and put an 
'Mit i i(- stop to an enterlainment, which to pay fora si<;ht 
(•v, thev ha\e many of them burrowed the money 
finbi Mitir masters tills. 

Tiial this has the appearance of madness, I can* 
nol (hijy: yet 1 have been a turkey-cock Uhave 
'.villi . (|::ul fury at the appearance of u wouiuu in a. 
U<l pciiiciiut; and I have alwa}b iuipulcd il to thfe 

J) 
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■™** 6rtbe bird, rather than to anv disorder in 
lii« brain, 

out whether this be madness or not, tho ori'iiniil 
®™^tt most infallibly wixd; and to havo disco- 
"iwedthe cause of any distemper, in to liave t;ik« n 
VK leading step towards eiTectin^ its euro; wliich is 
V^deed the sole end and design of this IctttT. 

WiKD then being the undoubted causeof th:ituni- 
venal disease vulgarly known by the name ot* lui- 
TiciSM, the patient must enter into an iinnn di:ite 
■nd regular course of carmivativks. Tin- h«Tl»s 
ttgelica, fennel, and camomile will be extrmit ly 
JKDper for his tea; and the seeds of dill, cummin, 
tuise, carroway, coriander, or cardamum, shoultl 
sever be out ofhis mouth. These, by the conbont of 
ill physicians, are the great dispellers of win n. P>ut 
that is not all. From whence have they thoir iiani(^ 
of CARMIVATIVES? Not from this quality; here 
are no traces of such an etymology; but they arc 
happily possessed of another and more fixccUent 
virtue; and that in so eminent a degree, as to take 
their name from it. Tliis is the power of expelling 
ill the pernicious effects of poetry, verses, soiiiis, 
: ARM IN a; all that farrago of trumpery, which is 
io strangely jumbled together in the intestines of 
hat miserable invalid who labours under the weak- 
less and disorder of criticism. For it is a urcat 
nistake iu the learned, that these medicines took 
beir name of carminatives from the ancient 
ugglers in physic accompanying tluir operation 
nth verscisand scraps of poetry, by way of incaiii.i- 
ion or chonn; they certainly ol)tained this aj)priia- 
ion from their wonderful power of expellini; tliat 
Articular species of wind which is engcnditred in 
be CEiTic's bowels by reading of plays, poetry, 
nd other works of wit, too hard for his dine stion. 
Tb^t all persons labouring undt.'r au habitvxal vxvvi 
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obstinate criticism may be induced to enter 
this course of carminatives, I can assure t 
with grett certainty, that the operation of tl 
medicines^ notwithstanding the prodigious dischi 
of crudities which they occasion, is not attes 
with the least sickness to the patient himself j 
has indeed the appearance of a violent fit of 
cholic ; but, in reality, he has only the troubl< 
eructation: all the sickness and nausea u$aa 
other cases of the like nature, being marvellous]; 
this, transferred to the by^standers. 

But as all medicines have no^ equal effects oi 
constitutions; so this, though sufficient in n 
cases, may possibly be defective in a few : 1 1 
therefore in reserve a secret, which I may ven 
to pronounce will prove of great utility. I 
this: Let every man who is afflicted with this s 
phulous disease immediately turn author. . 
if it should so happen (as it is not absolutely imp< 
ble) that his compositions should not be adapte 
every body's taste, it will infallibly work so u 
his stomach, as entirely to purge off those indisg 
ed particles, to which all this foul wind was o: 
nally owing. For it is true to a proverb, that if 
hang a dog upon a crab-tree, he will never ! 
verjuice. I am, Sir, 

Your most humble servant ^ 

B. 1 

I am sorry, in one particular, to differ in opii 
with my ingenious correspondent. But I cat 
allow that a critic's turning author will cure 
of his malevolence; having always found that 
most difficult people in the world to be pleased, 
those who know experimentally Uiat they waul 
leuts to please. 
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No. 33. THURSDAY, AUGUST 16, 1753. 



• 

.T has lain upon my conscience for some time, 
hat I have taken no notice of those of my corres- 
)on4ents, whose letters to me, for reasons of state, 
lave been withheld from the public. Several of 
these gentlemen have favoured me with their assist- 
ance from the kindest motives, ITiey have disco- 
vered that I am growing dull, and have therefore 
tery generously sent me some of their own wit, to 
testore me to reputatior. But as I am not sun* ( f a 
constant supply of these brilliant e})istles, 1 h;iv« 
been cautious of inserting them: knowing that 
when once a bottle of claret is set upon the table, 
people are apt to make faces at plain port. 

There are other gentlemen to whom I am no less 
obliged. These have taken it for granted, that as 
I declared in my first paper against meddling witli 
]reli«ion, I must certainly be an iniidel : upon wliif h 
supposition they 'have been pleased to shower in 
upon me, what they call, their free thoughts: 
but these thoughts, as 1 have hitherto given no as- 
surances of my inridelity, are rather too free for 
this paper. And besides, as I have always endea- 
voured to be new, I cannot consent to publish any 
thing so common as abuse uponn^ligion. 

But the majority of these my private correspon- 
dents are politicians. They approver, they tell me, 
of my neutrality at first; but matters have been so 
managed lately by those in power, that it is the ])art 
of every honest man to become an o})poscr. Tlie 
compliments which these gentlemen are pleased to 
pay my abilities, are the highest satisfaction to me. 
Iheif letters do me the honour to assure me, tiiat it 
I will but exert myself, the ministry Yi\vv^\. liv^ vi^ 
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ar-tly ivi T wntiUI |iiiv«> thoni; and that the next g*« 
iiiTuI tU'ctioii ^^'\\\ rcrtaiiily take whatever turn I 
h:ivf a iiiiiirl to 'jivoit. 

I am very tar l'n)iu denying that I have all this 
jKiucr; liiit I have cvrr tM:fn of opinion that it is 
l?rf -atcr to huvc than to di-fltroy : for which reason I 
aril willing to roiitintir thr prcsf-nt administration 
a httlc loiiLM-r; thoui;li at the; sunie time I must take 
the lilif-rty nt* rl<'< lannj;, that if I find the popular 
clalll(>ll^^ a'jaiitst a latr lu't of Parliament to be true; 
naiiii-Iy, that it \^illrUfcat all the pniphe<:ieH relating 
to tlif (li**|i<Tsion of tho Jcw8; or that tlie New Tes" 
tanii-nl is to hv. thrown out of our bibles and com' 
nioii pray4T 1)f)oks; or that a general circumcision 
i.s cfrtainlv to take placo fioon after the meeting of 
tlu- iif'W l^irliainrnt; I say, when these things are so, 
I shall most asfu redly exert myself as becomes a 
tJ'u<--lioni Ki:;;Iisnian. 

1 cont'rsH VI -ry freely that I had conceived some 
dislik<; to th(! marriage bill ; having been assured by 
thf mai(l-s«Tvai)l whvni I lodge, that after the 25th 
day of iicNt March, no young wonmn could l>e mar- 
ri( n witiiout tiikiiig her bible oath that she was 
worth lii'ty pounds. But iis I have read the bill 
biiH-c, and hav(> foinul no such clause in it, I am 
l(;l< niMv well satislied. 

To those of 11 ly correspondents who are angry 
with nu: for not liavitig endeavoured to inculcate 
f>(,ni(: serious moral in every one of these papers, I 
fhall ju^t tak(^ notice, that I am writing essavSyaod 
not seimons. Hut thou^li I do not avowedly once 
a vn'i'k attack envy^ malice, and uncharitablencss, I 
hope that a paper now und then written witli plea* 
Kinlry and <u}in\ hiimonr, tiiough it should have no 
(lire( t moral in view, may ho anmse and temper 
the mind, as to I'.nard it against the approocheb of 
thokc toruieiitiug ])assion.<?, U here is notliing truer 
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than that bad spirits and ill-humour are the parents 
of misery and mischief; he, therefore, who can lead 
the imagination from gloom and vaj^ours to objects 
of cheertulness and mirth, is a useful member of 
society. 

Having now discharged my conscience of its bur- 
then, I shall close this paper with a letter which I 
received yesterday by the penny-post. I insert it 
here to shew, that a late very serious essay of 
mine, calculated for the support and delight of la- 
dies in years, has done real harm; while others, of 
a gayer nature, and without a moral, have beea 
perfectly inoffensive. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

SlE, 

Tbat you have been the occasion of misery to an 
innocent woman is as true, as that 1 hope I may ac- 
quit you of any evil intention: you have indeed 
misled me, but it is anotlier who hus wronged me. 
Yet if I had not used my utmost endeavours, and 
practised every honest art to get redress from this 
unjust person, I should neither desire nor deserve a 
place in your paper. 

But, alas! sir! while I am prefacing my sad story, 
through a too modest reluctance to begin it, I am 
fearful that you will mistake me for some credulous 
young creature, who has yielded up her honour to 
betray iog roan. Indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I am no 
such p>erson, being at present in my iifty-sixth year, 
sod having always entertained such an aversion to 
impurity, as to be ready to die witli shame even of 
my very dreams, when they Imve sometimes liap- 
pened to tend that way. But how has my virtue 

been rewarded I 1 will conceal nothing from you, 

sir, though my cheeks are glowing with shmskit ^& 

VOL. xxyj. K 
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well M indignation. 1 am wronged, barbarously 

« runted, and will complain. 

'I'hc hand that id now (Manning this letter was 
thrc'u ti'diuuK >^'e(:kH ago given at tiie altar to the 
iiioiit unworthy of men— I'orgive mo, sir, a mo* 
ment's pauBc I cannut tliink of what I am, 

without f^xrliiiniing in thf: hittcrnCKS of my heart, 
how cruelly I uni dibuppointcd! I will be particu* 
lar in my nlation. 

My hither wua a country gentleman of a good 
efetuti', which t)y hin death, that hapj>ened near two 
nicuiths ago, devolved to me us his only child. It 
wuH matter of wonder to our ncighboum, that a per* 
non so a;;r(rahh: as I was thought to l>e, and who 
hiid hcfti marriageable u good while (for UA I men- 
tioned b(-f(/re, I am in my fifty-sixth year) should 
be huflered to live sin^h; to so ripe an age. To say 
the truth, I could n<:\er account for this wonder, 
any otiierwiso than from that excess of delicacy 
which J always ol/Herved in my crmversation with 
the men, and which in all probability prevented 
them from declurini^ tlienis<;lves. 

As soon as I iiad performed the last duties to my 
father, I came u)) to town, and took lodgings in 
]hiry-5treet — W(;uld it had been in Pall-mull, or a 
street Htiil wider! for then I might have escaped the 
observation of a tall well-made gentlemati from 
Irehuid, who, unfortunately for my peace, lodged di* 
rectly ovct the way. 

1 will not trouble you with the nieihods he took 
from his window to en;^ni;c' my attention, or with 
wh{jtpjiss<d betv.'cen us on his bcin;^ permitted to 
vi'-il loe. All 1 shiill say is, that whatever ground 
lie li id piined in my h( art, it iniflit have proved a 
rli^rt' lilt tiisk for liini to hn/i- carri<;d me without a 
M tt!< •(!{ tit, ifthr NVoui^nofjiiiy the I'Zih, upon tho 
;ove of LLi»LV.LY v/umcuy iiud not iaileu into my 



hands. Before the reading of that fatal paper, 1 
had Buspicions that my person might possibly be 
less desirable than my fortune; but now I be* 
lieved, and my wishes assisted my belief, that he 
ianguished to possess me, I read the story of Ni- 
KOK L'enclos above a dozen times over; and I 
rejoiced to find myself of the exact age of that lady, 
when her charms had such an ascendancy over the 
unfortunate de Villiers. 

My lover found me with the paper in my hand. 

I read it to him; and he confirmed me in my opi- 
nion, by wishing himself the Abb6 Gedotn, and his 
angel, as he cidled me, eighty years old, that he 
might be as happy as the Frenchman. In short, be- 
ing now thoroughly convinced that the only object 
of a sincere, fervent, and lasting passion in a young 
man, was a woman in years, I made no secret to 
hun of my inclinations; and the very next morning 
we were publicly married. 

Alas! sir, were you in jest or earnest when you 
wrote that paper ? I have a melancholy reason for 
believing you were in jest. And is a woman of fifty- 
five then so undesirable an object ? Is she not to 
be endured? Or are all men deceivers? No; that 

II impossible; it is I only that am deceived. I dare 
not say more, unless it be to tell you, that a for- 
tune of thirty thousand pounds is rather too much 
to be given in exchange for a mere name, when, if 
you knew the whole truth, I have no real right to 
any name but my maiden one. I am, by no name 
at all, 

Sib, 

Your most humble servant. 
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Whsv I declared against. meddUns wttb 
in these my lucubrations, I meant onfy tibtat 
politics, or art pf government, whicii is sa 
edly and logically reasoitiMl up m in all the 
houses and barbers shops, of tl is great 
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intending (as it is my province) to take co(^ 
of any particular act of the 1 ^latnre, tlMt, 
trary to its intention, has 1 i prqwluial to 
morals of my fellow citiaens. 

But it is the repaU of an act of parliameott 
not the act itself, that I am now ahout.to ooin|)lak| 
of. The act I mean is the witch act. I am mm 
considering the repeal of thb act. as affecting, 
religious belief^ according to the Scotch provort^l 
' Tauk awaw the deel, and good bwee to tl^ Lord/ 
I think of it only in a moral light, as it has given 
such encouragement to witchcraft in this ung* 
dom, that one hardly meets with a grown person 
either in public or private, who is not more or lest 
under its influence. 

Whoever attends to the sermon at church, or 
listens to the conversatioii of grave and good men, 
will hear and believe that the present age is the 
most fruitful in wickedness of any since the deluge. 
^ "Whether these gentlemen have discovered the true 
reason of this depravity, or whether the discovery 
hss been reserved for me, I will not pretend to dcH 
termine; but certain it is, that the repeal of an act 
of parliament, which was meant to restrain the 
power of the devil by inflicting death upon his 
agents, must infallibly give him a much greater in- 
fluence over us, than he ever could have hoped for, 
during the continuance of such an act. 
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I am well aware that there are certain of my 
readers who have no belief hi witches; but 1 am 
Arilling to hope they are only those, who either liave 
lot read, or else have forgot, the proceedings against 
ihem, published at large in the state trials; if there 
.s any man alive who can deny his assent to the po« 
ntive and circumstantial evidence given against 
them in these trials, I shall only say that I pity most 
iincerely the hardness of his heart. 

That the devil may truly be said to be let loose 
among us by the repeal of this act, will appear be- 
yond contradiction, if we take a survey of the gene- 
ral fascination that all ranks and orders of mankind 
teem at present to be under. 

What is it but witchcraft that occasions that 
universal and uncontroulable rage of plat, by 
which the nobleman, the man of fashion, the mer- 
chant and the tradesman, with their wives, sons, aud 
dauofhters, arc running headlong to ruin ? What is 
it but WITCHCRAFT that conjures up that spirit of 
pride and passion for expence, by which all classes 
of men, from his grace at Westminster to the sales- 
man at Wapping, are entailing beggary upon their 
old a^e, and bequeathing their children to poverty 
and the parifli? Again, is it possible to be accounted 
for, from any natural cause, that persons of good 
sense and sober dispositions should take a freak 
four or ifive times in a winter, of turning their houses 
into inns ; cramming every bed-chamber, closet, and 
comer with people whom they hardly know; stifling 
one another with heat ; blocking up the streets with 
chairs and coaches; offending themselves, and pleas- 
ing nobody; and all this for the vain boast of having 
drawn together a greater mob than my lady Some*- 
body, or the honourable Mr. Such-a-one ? That no- 
thing but WITCHCRAFT can be the occasion of ,so 

A3 
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nmrh folly and abnurdity, must be obvious to the 
roiiiin >i! sfMi^e of all luiinkiiiri. 

Aunt Ikt and more nirlaiicliolv prof)f of the power 
ofwiT) rniAFT, is, tliat a wiie may be lieaiitiful in 
hi r yvti «ii, crntle in Ikt maimers, fond of iier bus- 
briid, \vat< ht'iil for liis (piiet, careful of his interest, 
kind to liis <-liil(ln>ri, i hn rfnl - to his friends, and 
olll!;:in^ In all : yet Ix* vokcd to a wretch so blind to 
h;> (iv.n lta)']Mn<-sh, as to j^rffcr to her endearments 
thr liirijd 4'mbruci's of a iliscas«(l prostitute, loatli- 
hdiur ill \u*r }Mirson, aiKl afurv in her disposition. If 
thiM is not wiTCiicHAtT, I should be plad to know 
of such a husband what name I may call it by. Among 
tlMr lowf;r kind of tradcMnni (for every dealer even 
in broken ^lass bottles has \m fi/Ie dc joye) it is a 
conuuon thin^ for a husbmid to kick his wife out 
of doors in the mornin<!. for his havinp; submitted 
over-ni^ht lo at'ood drubljiii^from his mistress. 

It would \a: endless to take notice of every argu- 
ment tiiat su^'^ests itself in proof of witchcraft; 
] .shiill content myhcif with only one more, which I 
take to beincontestible. This is the spirit ofjacobit- 
ism, which is so wcU known topossessmany of his Ma- 
jesty's Protestant subjeds in this kiti(;dom. That a 
poor I Ii;;hlander in Scotland may be ajacobite without 
wiTCiiCKAFT, I am ready to allow ; /eal for a lost 
chccid ofthejinde house of Stuart may have eaten 
him u}) : but that a!i Kn^lish country gentlemau, 
v/hois really uopuj'isL iuhis heart, or that a wealthy 
citizen of London, who goes to church every Sun- 
<lay, and joins in the prayers for the present royal 
family, /hould be drinking daily to the rentoration, 
(as he calls it) of a j)opi(h bigot, who would bum 
him at Sniiihfield the next week for not going to 
mass; and whose utinost merit is his precarious de- 
ferent from a ftmnlv, remarkable for little else than 
pcdiintry, obstinacy, debauchery, and enthusiasm; 
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that such a person should be a Jacobite, or in other 
words, an enemy to the best of kings, and the wisest 
of constitutions, cannot possibly be accounted for 
but by the power of witchcraft. 

From all these considerations it is much to be 
wished tliat a new witch act may take place next 
session of parliament. Vox popiifi est vox Dei, is a 
wise and a true saying ; aud that the vox populi is in 
favour of such an at^l, let the late proceedings at 
Tring, aiwl some similar occurrences in other parts 
of England, bear testimony. 

That ,the legislature may be farther induced to 
take this matter into consideration, I am clearly of 
opinion^ that the passing such an act will go a great 
way towards silencing the clamours which have gone 
forth so grievously against the Jew bill : for it is 
shrewdly suspec^ted that the same people who ima- 
gined their religion to be at stake by the repeal of 
the one, are at present under the most terrible con- 
sternation at the passing of the other : and besides, 
it will be a convincing proof to all sorts of persons, 
that the administration is as well inclined to discou- 
rage the devil, as it is to favour the Jews: a cir- 
cumllancc which, as matters stand at present, seems 
to want confirmation. 

In the mean time I entreat all my readers, as 
much as in them lies, to be upon their guard againt 
WITCHES : for the better discovery of whom (as the 
law does not admit of the usual trials by fire and 
water) I sliall here set down all 1 know or have been 
told upon the subject. If & woman turned of eighty, 
witli grey hairs upon her chin, and a high-crowned 
hat on» should be seen riding upon a broomflick 
through tlie air, or sailing in an egg sliell upon the 
Thames in a high wind, you may almost swear that 
she is a witch. If as often as you see any particu- 
lar old woman, you feel a prickin^^ of pLas ail ox^t: 
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you, or if your Momach be nek, and should happen 
to discharge a great quantity of the said pins, or if 
while you are speaking to this old womaD, she riioold 
suddenly transform herself into a horse ^nthout a 
heady or any such uncommon animal, you may very 
fairly conclude that she is no other tlian a vitch. 
In such cases it will be a happy circumftance if yoa 
are able to say the Lord's pra3^r : for by repeEUing 
it three times to yourself she becomes as narmless at ^ 
ababe. 

A lady of my acquaintance, who has often been 
bewitched, assures me of her having detected multi* 
tudes of these hags, by laying two straws one across 
the other in the path where they are to tread. It 
is wonderful, she says, to see how a witch is puzzled 
at tliese straws : for that after having made many 
fruitless attempts to step over them, she either standi 
stock still, or turns back. But to secure yourself 
within doors against the enchantment of witches, 
especially if you are a person of fashion, and have ne- 
ver been taught the Lord's prayer, the only method 
I know of is, to nail a horseshoe upon the threshold. 
This I can affirm to be of the greateft efficacy ; inso- 
much that I have taken notice of many a little cot- 
tage in the country, with a horseshoe at its door, 
where gaming, extravagance, routs, adultery, jaco- 
bitism, and all the catalogue of witchcrafts, 
have been totally unknown. 

I shall conclude this paper by signifying my inten- 
tion, one day or other, of hiring a porter, and of send- 
ing him with a hammer and nails, and a large quan- 
tity of horseshoes, to certain houses in the purlieus 
of St. James's. I believe it would not be amiss (as a 
charm against play) if he had orders to fix a whole 
dozen of these horseshoes at the door of White's. 
From St. James's he shall havediredtions to proceed 
to the city, and to distribute the remainder of his 
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burthen among the thresholds of those doors, at 
which the WITCHCRAFT of jacobitism has been most 
suspeded to enter.* 



Numb. 35. THURSDAY, AUGUST 30, 1753. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

That you may know who it is tliat offers you his 
correspondence, and how qualified I am to make a 
figure in the world, I shall let you into the secret 
of my birth and history. 

I have the honour to be descended from the an- 
cient family of the Limbertongues, in Stafford- 
shire. My grandfather was of tli^ cabinet with 
Oliver Cromwell ; but unfortunately happening to 
whisper a secret of some importance to his wife, the 
afi^ir unaccountably became public, and sentence 
of dismission was immediately passed upon him. My 
father was decypherer to King William. It was by 
his diligence and address that the assassination plot 
and some other combinations in that reign were 
brought to light. But being somewhat too oflficious 
in his zeal, he was suspected of betraying the secrets 
of his office (the better, as is supposed, to insinuate 
himself into those of the opposition) and was dis- 
carded with disgrace. With a fortune barely suffi- 
cient for support, he retired to his native village in 
Staffordshire ; and soon after marrying the daughter 
of an unbeneficed clergyman in the neighbourhood, 
he had issue male, the writer of this letter. 

My earlieft infancy gave indications of an inqui- 
sitive mind; and it was my father's care to implant 
in me, with the first knowledge of words, an insatia* 
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Lie dcnire to rommiiiiicate. At twelve yean old I 
<JiM:f>vi'r«*ci the f ruilly of u mttideii aunt, aod brought 
thi; f urate of tlir (laribh iiiUi diigrace. A young 
liifjy (if unroniiiion diMTCfiJoii, who boardf^ in the 
family, wai w> delightiid with tlie fttory, that she 
iiuuU'iiif: a party in all lier vittiti, to give meiiew oo- 
citftioiiN of rt'lating it : but happ<;iiing one evening to 
Hti'al a little abruptly upon the retirement of this 
lady, I dii»rovf!r<rd I ii;r in the prettiest familiarity ima* 
ginafili; with the liarlequinofa strolling company. 

It was aliout this tinn: thata fever carried my mo* 
tlier to her grave. My fathi;r for some weeks wis 
incotuMilable ; but making an acquaintance with an 
inn-keeper's daughter in the villagei and marrytiig 
her hooii after, he l>erainc the gayeft man aUve. By 
Uie direction of my new mother, who, for unknown 
reasons, grew uneasy at my prying dist)Osition,lwas 
sentenced to a grainnuur scliool at hfty miles dis* 
tanci;. Mortified as I was at first, I began early to 
relish this change of life. A new world was open to 
me for discovery : 1 wormed myself into the M'crets 
(if itvt'jy l>oy, and niufle immediate information to 
the mafiter. Many were the whippings up^jn these 
(MxahiouH ; but as my heart always felt for the mis* 
chiei'ifof my tongue, 1 was the first to condole with 
tlie sufferer, and escajjed nuspieion by my humanity. 
Hut all human enjoyments are transitory. It hap- 
\n:ui'.i\in the courM* of my dis<:overies, that by a per- 
verse tioy'ft denying the fad lie was charged witii, 1 
was unfortunately called up to ^ive evidence against 
him ; and though I delivered it with the strictest 
regard to truth, I found tlie whole school in com- 
bination agaitmt me, and every one branded me with 
the name <if tkll-takk. 

From this unlucky ar:cident, hardly a day passed, 
but 1 wan called upon to lumwer fai:tH which 1 never 
committed, and was as certainly punished for deny* 
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ing them. I was buffeted and abused by every boy, 
and then whipt for quarrelling ; or if any thing was 
missing in the school, it was constantly found in one 
of my coat pockets, or locked up safely in my trunk. 
During this continued state of persecution, I wrote 
repeatedly to my father for leave to return home : 
but the government of that family was transferred, 
^md admittance to it, even at common vacation 
times, denied me. At the end of five years, how- 
ever, and, as you will soon be informed, to my utter 
disgrace, I obtainod the favour ofpassing the Christ- 
mas holidays at home. 

The morning after my arrival, I perceived at 
l>reakfast, by the demure looks of the maid, and now 
and then a side wink at her mistress, that there 
-were secrets in the family. It was not long before I 
discovered some particular familiarities between my 
xnother-in-law and a spruce exciseman in the neigh- 
bourhood. The room I lay in was the next to her's ; 
but unadvisedly attempting a small peep-hole in the 
^wainscot, I unluckily bored through the face of my 
father's picture, which hung on the other side; by 
which misfortune I underwent the mortification of a 
discovery, and the severest discipline I ever felt. Stung 
with the reproaches I met with from this adven- 
ture, I doubled my assiduities, and had the satisfac- 
tion of discovering one afternoon in the garden, that 
the exciseman and my mother were made of the very 
same flesh and blood with the curate and my aunt. 
My father happening to be engaged at the next vil- 
lage, I had time to^o from house to house to inform 
the parish of UU disgrace ; but how great was my 
surprize, whep at my return home, instead of gain- 
ing credit to my story, my mother had art enough 
to turn the mischief upon myself, and to get me 
driven out of doors as the most wicked of incendi- 
aries! 
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Enraged as I was at my father's inhumanity, I fell 
u])(>n uiy knees in the street, and made a solemn 
outh never to enter his dixirs auain, whatever misery 
ini{;ht be the cuiibequence. Witli tliis resolution « 
and somewhat mure tliaii a guinea in my pocket 
(which I hud saved from the benefactions of some 
particular friends at my return from school) 1 took 
iiw road, by moon-light, for London. Nothing le- 
niiirkable occum'd to me on the way, till the lait 
mile of my journey; when joining company with a 
very civil gentlenmn, who was kind enough to coil- 
diict nic over the iields from Islington, and ^viog 
him a history of my life, I found this humane Strang 
so touched with my mistbrtunes, as to offer me a 
lied at his own house, and a supply of whatever mo- 
ney I wanted, till provision could be nuide for me. 
Such unox|3ede<i generosity drew tears from me, 
I Uianked him for his goodnoHs ; and shewing him a 
guinea, which was yet unbroken, I told him the £&- 
vour of i)is housi' would be suHicient obligation. I 
wius indeed a little surprized to iind at that very in- 
stant my benefactor's pibtol at my breast, and a me- 
n.ice of immediate death, if I refused to deliver: but 
you williniiiginc, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that I could with- 
hold nothing from so kind a friend ; and obligations 
hii'iug thus mutual between us, he left me to pursue 
my way with a few half-jxjnce in my pocket. 

1 o particularize my distresses on my lirst arrival 
in town, would be to write a volume instead ofalet* 
ter. In a short time my inquisitive talents were 
taken notice of, and I commenced business in the 
post of retainer to a bailitTs follower : but forgetting 
that secrecy was necessary to my commission, I 
communicated my errand wherever I was sent upon 
the look-out, and gave many a fine gentleman time 
to escape. This employment, though of short du- 
ration, got me a natural mterest amons the lawyers; 
and by the merit oi «c\)LoVd;c%\iv^)^v(dLas writing a 
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tolerable band, I succeeded in time to the smart 
post of clerk to a solicitor. But here too it was my 
misfbrtuue to be a little too unguarded in my dis- 
coveries: for happening sometimes to be sent abroad 
with bills of cost for business never done, and fees 
never paid, I found it impossible to conceal any 
thing from the clients, and was discarded as a be- 
trayer of my master's secrets. In the course of a 
few years I was obliged to combat necessity in the 
various charaders of a poet, a baHad-singer, a sol- 
dier, a tooth-drawer, a mountebank, an ador, and a 
travelling tutor to a Buck. In this last post I might 
have lived with ease and profit, if I could have con- 
cealed from my pupil that he was tlie plague of every 
country he came to, and the disgrace of Iiis own. 
By grsidual progression, and having acquired some 
knowledge of French, I rose in time to be assist- 
ant secretary to an envoy abroad. Here it was tliat 
my inquirin^^Qsijid began to be of fervice tome ; but 
happening in 'a few months to make discovery of 
certain transactions, not much to tiie honour of my 
master, and being detected in transmitting them to 
my friends in England, I was discarded from my of- 
£ce with contempt and beggary. Upon this occa- 
aoD, my necessities hurried me to an ad of guilt, tliat 
my conscience will for ever upbraid me with : for 
being thus deserted in a country where charity was 
unfashionable, and reduced to tlie very point of 
ttarviag, I renounced my religion for bread, and be- 
came a brother of the Mendicants of St. Francis. 
Under tlie sanctity of this habit, and from tlie ex- 
ample of the brotherhood, J led a life of profligacy 
and wantonness. But though my conscience was 
subdued, my tongue retained its freedom : for it was 
my misfortune one day, through ignorance of my 
company, to betray the secrets of a lady's confes- 
sion to lier owu husband. The »V.oi^' \)^^^^ \^ 
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»f)rr«il ; aiirl it WM liy « ft<»rt rif minu;l« Uiftt I fimiii 
i\in iiiciiii« of iT«f;«|iiiiK with liff;. 

At my rirturii iiitij Kiiftlntul, I tnn/i\«t a dolimifi nS' 
iiuiM tatton of my a|KMt«4'y ; und liy tin? fnvc/ur of* 
<'i!itfiiii ijrii'itt iiittf I, IfrrrMiiin ol roiiwffiuriii'i!* #:rtOiiK|i 
ffir tUf. MTvirn ol' It milliliter ikl writtrr. My piV* 
foriimiifMi for mhim; tiiiM; %vcr<: hifi^ily ttf»|>liui<1«sn: but 
iHttif/, n littli: too foiifl of f'onimiiiiiriitmK <if{)eAttoni 
ff>r till' iiakr* of uiiiiwi*riiiK tlM'm» I wan uccuimd of 
w<-itk<'itiii(( tiM; nuiin*, mid ordi;rH to liiok out far 
ollirr i*m|iloyiiM*iit, Ktirfif(i*ii lit the tnjufttlce cf 
thin tn-HtiiK'nl, 1 flf?vot«!fl my |Nin U> tint mrty'tetud 
imtriottmii ; hut Inriiif; iKimcwImt iiidi»rr»;<«t in my 
x«'iil, mid iKri'imioiiiilly hiiitifif( to tin; world tlmt fiiy 
«rifi|iloy«-ifi w<*nT oiily rotitRtidiriK for fM^wfir, I b«d 
Uic M'liti-tiri: of dlmiiiiihioii [tmrntui ii|Kiii mc for in* 

ttflvrttfriry, 

Hfifif/ tliiiM dtivMi rr/>fft nil <'m)doym«?iit, mtt\tifi» 
till r ifi< liiif-d tior iihN^ to f:oti(|iiirr thf* lx:fii of my 
mind, I \ttyiiu n ri'iuKly to roriMd<;r how I might 
tnin thm v<'iy dtii|ioftitiori to ii/lviiiitii)(«r. In tlifi 
inid»it rd tiii'M! ifdiwtlotiii it ofMirr'rd to liifr tlmt tiM 
Iii'Ih ii w*ii' iiiitiiritlty o|MTn-liirfirtird ltk«* myMtlf^ and 
thtit. d 1 ii'iidfrii'd thi'iit my fii'rvif:t*fi, and iiu|>|fiir;4 
tlMin with HniidHJ ii)»ori nil tiifTir n/'UU fit ritiiiif:i:| f 
tni^'lil Uh*\ niv ii/'«oiiiit III it. Hut UM Wirkird M tflM 
Utv^tt ir. thoiif/ht toli«', liiidiu kiiowiiif/fulwfiNinwhiit 
wnft doui|/ III It, I noon loiind that thf: rrriil o/'^ruf' 
tt-m* n o( lifi; WMC! t/>o iiini)fid for th^ (ttU^ittioii </f 
thf'M: hiir oiii-K, iuid tlmt 1 iiiunt ii<ld iiivfriitfon Ui 
f<if U, or U' looti'fl u|f')ii nil it trdlrr. I lu^rorditigly 
laid af/ont m«r with all my mi^Jd, and hy njutimmn 
mi^tiiM* tti truth and hi*<i, ^u^^(:4'.d^d n/) wirll, tliftt 
in N'M than two montliN I rarrifdoH a df;ws^/;rrr r/f 
cjiiahty, and am at )>r<*M'nt a V4:ry n.tiiytnui widowrf 
with a hfUidMiiiii- fortun'*. 
'IhiHf kir, in my liuVui) *, wA «* I caniiot kcfp aiiy 
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thing that I know, and as I know almost every thing 
liiat people would wish to keep, I intend myself, the 
tioaour of corresponding with you often; and am. 

Sir, 
Yovr most humble servant^ 

NiC. LiMBERTONGUE. 

' "t accept of Mr. Limbertongcte's correspond- 
ence with all my heart. The varieties he has ex- 
perienced will enable him to furnish useful cautions, 
and instructive' entertainment. The ladies will be 
fought to avoid scandal by virtue; and the men 
tfther to reform or conceal their vices, while the 
TSLL-TALE is abroad. 
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1 WAS formerly acquainted with a very honest old 
H^tleman, who as often as he was asked at the ta- 
vern how his wife did, never failed to assure us, 
* that he did not come abroad to be put in mind of 
bis wife.' I could wish with all my heart that those 
persons who are married to the town for at least 
eight months in the year, would, upon their re- 
moval into the country, forget the amusements of it, 
Bnd attach themselves to those pleasures which are 
to be found in groves and gardens, in exercise and 
temperance. But as fond as we are of variety, and 
9B pleasing as the changes of the seasons are gene- 
Tally acknowledged to be, it is observable that in all 
the large villages near London, the summer seems- 
only to be endured, as it is made to resemble tlie 
winter in town. Routs, visits, assemblies, and meet-. 

» 2 
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iiigs for drinking, arc all the pleomrcs that are at- 
teuded to ; while the meadows and com fields 

(trhni ibi mik-maid iitigetb ilkbt, 
jUd the mtwtr whfts bit scytbi) 

arc ne^ectt'd and dcfspised. 

I have received u letter upon this subject, vfaidi» 
for its candour and good sense I sliall lay before ntj 
readers for the speculation of to-day. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adax. 
Sir, 

In this season of universal migration, when fbi 
fireworks of Marybonc, and the tin-works of Vaux-. 
hall are deserted for the salutary springs of Too- 
hridge, Clicltcnham and Scarborough; it would not 
\)v. amiss, metliinks, if you were to give us your opi* 
nion of those seats of idleness and pleasure, healtfi 
and gaiety. Or suppose you should extend your 
views still further, and tell us what you think in ge- 
neral of summer amusements, and tlie fashionable 
employments of rural life ? To supply in some mea- 
sure this (lt»fect, give me leave to acquaint you with 
the principal occurren(;es that onguped my atten- 
tion very lately, in a ten days retirement in the 
country. 

As the friend I visited was a man who had seen 
much of the world ; us liis wife and daughtf^rs were 
adorned with all the accomplishments of genteel 
life; and as they were no less achnired for their un- 
derstandings than their persons; my expectation 
was raised and flattered with the pleasing, yet rea- 
sonable thought of ]jassing my time with no less im- 
provement than delight, in a situation wliere art and 
nature*, conspired lo indulge my utmost wishes. 
But how grievously disappointed was I to find, that 
whenever 1 walked out 1 must walk alone; and erea 
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then was sure to be reproached; in- the afternoon, 
ibr rising before the bottle was out ; and in the 
evening, for breaking a set of cards ! The former 
part of my conduct disobliged the men, and the lat- 
ter offended the ladies. Scarce could I reach the 
end of the avenue before my friend, with a gentle 
rebuke, summoned me back to give a toast ; and 
hardly could I contemplate the view from the ter- 
rass, before miss Kitty would come running to tell 
me that the kurber was up, and that it was my 
torn to CUT in. This, I doubt, is too general a 
complaint to be soon redressed ; yet it is not less a 
grievance. Tliat persons so well qualified for giving 
and receiving the pleasures of conversation, should 
thus agree to banish thought (at least, all subjects 
that are worth the thinking of) must be almost incredi* 
bis to those who are unacquainted with polite life* 
That a season, in which all the beauties of nature 
appear to such advantage, should be thus thrown 
away, and as much disregarded as the deptli of win- 
ter, seems utterly inexcusable, and in some degree 
immoral. ^ How,' thought I to myself, ^ can talents 
designed for the noblest purposes be thus perverted 
to the meanest ? Is it the sole province of wit to give 
toasts, and of beauty to shuflle cards? How are 
the faculties of reason suspended, .while those of 
passion alone prevail ! Since it is no less certain 
that the sweetest temper may be destroyed by cards, 
than that the best constitution may be ruined by wine.' 
These were my usual reflections as I returned to my 
company, chagrined and disappointed at the loss of a 
walk, which, though a solitary one, I should always 
prefer to the pleasures of the bottle, or a party at 
whist by day-light, in the best assembly in England. 

Be so good, Mr. Fitz-Adam, as to espouse the 
cause of injured Nature, and remonstrate loudly 
^ain;»t this en6rmous barbarity of killing the sum* 

» 3 
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nipr. 1/ii cards prevail in winter, &nd in dtiei 
only : too much of them do we see in this great 
town to desire tliem elsewhere. Let drinking be 
confined to election dinners and corporation feasti^ 
and not continue (as it too much dues) impercepti- 
bly to make havock of our private iainilies. Asaire 
the ladies, the young ones I mean, that however 
their mothers may instruct them by example, or 
what(*vfT they tliemselves may think, anxiety and 
disappointment, hope and fear, are no improvers of 
th«3ir beauty : that Vtnus never kept her court at a 
nmt; and that the arrows of Cupid are not winged 
with cards. Let them take but one walk, and the 
milk-maid that gives them a sillabub at the end of it, 
will convince them that air and exercise are the 
true preservatives of health and beauty, and will add 
more lively bloom and fresher roses to their cheeks 
than all the rouge of French art, or all tlie flush of 
Knglish avarice. Inform the men, if they know it 
not already, that though they may esteem them- 
selves sober when they are not dead drunk, and pos- 
sibly may never be in a state of intoxication, yet 
drinking to any degree of excess will certainly hurt, 
if not totally ruin their constitutions, and be the 
sure, though perhaps slow, occasions of rheuma- 
tisms, gouts, dropsies, and death itself. Many in- 
stances of this will occur in the sphere of every 
one's acquaintance; and if some of the deceased 
ha\'e lived fifty or sixty years', it is hardly to be 
doubted, tliat had this barbarous custom never pre- 
vailed, their lives might have been extended to at 
least seventy or eighty. 

In short, while these practices continue, by which 
every rural delight is entirely lost, country seats 
may be esteemed an idle expence, and an useless 
burthen. London is certainly the fittest place for 
eitlier the bottle or cards : it is there that the gen- 
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tlemen may pursue the one, and the ladies the other, 
without being interrupted by such troublesome 
guests as myself, who may be now and then de- 
sirous of picking a nosegay, or of listening to the 
nightingale. For in vain does nature lavish her 
charms, if they are thus neglected ; in vain do the 
birds sing, if no one hears themj and in vain do the 
flowers blow, if 



they blow unseen, 



Andwaite their sweetfusi on the desert mr. 

But if these polite persons will continue to reside 
in the summer at their country seat^, merely be- 
cause it is the fashion, it would be no unfriendly 
office to spare them the mortification of continually 
gazing upon unwelcome objects. In order there- 
fore to fix their attention to the most important 
concerns, I would humbly propose (and I doubt not 
but the proposal would meet with their approba- 
tion) that immediately after dinner the windows be 
closed, and the light of the sun be exchanged for 
that of wax candles; by which means the gentle- 
men over their bottle, in one room, may uninter- 
ruptedly harangue on hounds and horses, while the 
ladles in another may be shut up till midnight with 
cards and counters. And that the latter may be 
spared the disquiet of having recourse on a Sun- 
day to fields and gardens (I mean if their mammas 
or husbands should happen to be so enthu- 
siastically rigid as to forbid gaming upon that day) 
' let it be lawful for them to lie-a-bed and study 
Mr. HoYLE, 

I am. Sir, 

Your most humble servatit, 

RUSTICUJJ. 
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The following letter is written with so mvtch na- 
ture and simplicity, that, rather th^n curtail it of 
its length, I have thought proper (as I once did be* 
fore) to extend my paper to another half-sheet. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

I am the widow of a merchant, with whom I Hved 
happily, and in affluence for many years. We bad . 
no children, and when he died he left me all he had; . 
but his affairs were so involved, that the balanco 
which I received, after having gone through much 
expence and trouble, was no more than one thou- 
sand pounds. This sum I placed in the. hands of a 
friend of my husband's, who was reckoned a good 
man in the city, and who allowed me an interest of 
four per cent, for my capital; and with tliis forty 
pounds a year I retired, and boarded in a village 
about a hundred miles from London, 

There was an old lady of great fortune, in that 
neighbourhood, who visited often at the house where 
I lodged : she pretended, after a short acquaintance, 
to take a great liking to me : she profeJ'sed a friend- 
ship for me, and at length persuaded me to come 
and live with her. 

Between the time of taking this my resolution 
and putting it into execution, I was informed that 
this lady, whom I shall call Lady Mary, was very 
unequal in her humours, and treated her inferiors 
and dependents with that insolence which she ima- 
gined her superior fortune gave her a right to make 
use of. 
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But as I was neither her relation nor dependent, 
and as all that I desired from her was common civi- 
lity, I thought that whenever her ladyship or her 
house became disagreeable to me, I could retire to 
my old quarters, and live in the same manner as I 
did before I became acquainted with her; and upon 
the strength of this reasoning I packed up my 
deaths, paid off my lodgings, and was conveyed by my 
Lady Mary in her own coach to her mansion house. 

For the first year she treated me with civility and 
confidence ; but in that time I could not help ob- 
cerving that she had no affection for anybody. I 
found out that she did not love her nearest rela- 
tions, who were highly esteemed by all the rest of 
the neighbourhood ; and therefore I gave but little 
credit to all the protestations of friendship which 
she was continually making to me. 

She told me all that she knew, and more than she 
knew; and insinuated to me, that I was to look 
upon the trust she reposed in me as the strongest 
proof of the highest friendship. But these insinua- 
tions lost their effect ; for I knew by experience, 
that there are* many people, of which number her 
ladyship was one, that often have a need to un- 
bosom themselves, wIk) must have somebody to 
impart their secrets to, and who when they know 
any thing that ought not to be told, are never at 
ease till they tell it. 

But to proceed in my story. One day, wlien her 
ladyship had treated me with uncommon kindness, 
for my having taken her part in a dispute with one 
of her relations, I received a letter from London, 
to inform me that the person in whose hands I had 
placed my fortune, and who till that time had paid 
my interest money very exactly, was broke, and had 
flfd th^ kingdom. 

iA4y Mary^ in her fits of friendship, VvaA ci^^\^ 



iiKf prc«rnts, and perhaps the odcnery because I «1- 
nv'uys rcl'iiHi'd tliein. Slic had sometimes told me 
how 4 h*!- irons sho \v;is to do me good in any thing 
th'it lay within hi.-r ]iow(fr. Hut in those days 1 had 
tlx* inr\pr(>»sil>](; liappiiwrss of having no wish or 
\ii:w bryond what tuy little fortune could afibcd 
tnv ; {Liid I was truly Hi'iisibh^ of, and blessed in, the 
lu'art-fclt satisfaction of independence. Imagiae 
then, sir, what 1 ft*lt at the receipt of the above- 
nu'ntion'.'d letter. All that I diall say to you about 
what it [)ru(luce(l, is, that I took my resolution inn- 
mediately. I carried the letter in my hand to Lady 
!Mary; but before I gave it to her, I told her, that 
I had never doubted the sincerity of her friendf^ip^ 
and that I was thoroughly sensible of the kindness 
with which she treated me. I put her in mind of 
the presents which she had offered me, and added, 
that while { was not in want of her assistance, I 
tliought it wrong to accept of tliem; but that the 
time was now come when her friendship was likely 
to become my only support; that it would he un- 
just in ni(! to siisjK.ct tliat I should not receive it; 
itnd that tlic letter I then gave her would tell her 
all, iui(\ spare my tears. 

Her ladynliip inmiediately read it over with more 
attention than emotion; but after returning it to 
lue, sh(; enibracefl me, and assured me iu a condol- 
ing voice, that hov^Tver great my misfortunes 
mii^ht be, hlie could not help feeling some satisfac- 
tion in thinking, thfit it was in her power to alle- 
viitt; them, by giving me proofs of her unalterable 
iViendship ; that her house, her table, lier servants, 
t<huuld aiwiiys continue to be mine; that we should 
never part \vlille we lived, and that I should feel no 
change in mv conditi<;n from this unhappy altera- 
tion of my cijcumstunces. 

To any body that knew her ladysliip less than I 
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iidy these words would have afforded matter of 
great consolation ; but when I retired to my cham- 
ber, and reflected upon my past and present situar 
tion, I saw that I had every thing to regret in the 
one, and Tery little to hope for from the other ; 
sod the following day convinced me of the manner 
in which I was to lead my future life. 

Whenever Lady Mary spoke to me, s?he had hither- 
to called me Mrs. Truman: but the verv next 
morning at breakfast she left out Mrs.; and upon 
too greater provocation than breaking a lea-cup, she 
made me thoroughly sensible of her superiority and 
my dependence. * Lord, Truman, you are so auk- 
ward I Pray be more careful for the future, or we 
shall not hve long together* Do you think I can 
afford to have my china broke at this rate, and main- 
tain you into the bargain V 

From this moment I was obliged to drop the 
nan^e and character of friend, which I had hitherto 
maintained with a little dignity, and to take up that 
which the French call comphisanie^ and the English 
Ivmblc companion. But itdid not stop here ; for in a 
week I was reduced to be as miserable a toad- 
eater as any in Great Britain, which in the 
strictest sense of the word is a servant; except that 
the TOAD-EATER has the honour of dining with 
my lady, andtlie misfortune of receiving no wages. 

The beginning of my servitude was being employ-* 
ed in small business in her ladyship's own presence. 
Jrumaii, fetch this ; Truman, carry that ; Truman, 
ring the bell ; Truman, fill up the pot ; Truman, 
pour out the coffee ; Truman, stir the fire ; Truman, 
call a servant; Ti*uman, get me a glass of water, 
and put me in mind to take my drops. 

The second part of my service was harder. I waa 
a pood housewife; I undersood preserving, pickhng, 
and pastry, perfectly well; I Vfua woW^tcii^WiiiXv 



G 



20*i WOELD. N« 

and I was very well skilled in the management o 
dairy. All these little talents I had frequently p; 
duced, sometimes for my own amusement, a 
sometimes to make my court to my lady. But nc 
wliat had been my diversion became my empl<r 
tueut : my lady could touch no sweet-meat, picUi 
tart, or cheese-cake, but what was the work uf or 
hands. I made up all her linen ; I mended aofi 
sometimes washed her lace; the butter she esti 
every morning is all of my churning, and I make 
every slip-coat cheese that is brought to her table; 
and if any of tliese my various works miscarry, I am 
scolded or pouted at, as much as if I was hir^ and 
paid for every branch of the different employmeoti 
to which I am put. 1 

This degradation df mine has note8ci^)ed the ejei I 
of the quick-sighted servants, llie change in mj 
situation has produced a total one in their beha- 
viour. There is hardly a chambermaid that will 
bring me up a bottle of water into my room, or a 
footman that will give me a glass of small beer at 
dinner. 

I must now give you an account of certain regula- 
tions which I am enjoined to observe at table. lam 
absolutely forbid to taste any dish tliat is eatable 
cold as well as hot, or that may be hashed for sup- 
per. By this I am prevented from eating of most 
dislies that come before us. I must never taste 
boiled or roast beef; and ham and venison-pas^f 
are equally contraband. Fowls, chicken, and all 
sorts of game, come under the article of prohibited 
goods ; and though I see brawn and sturgeon ser>'ed 
up every day during the whole winter, I am no more 
the l)ctter for them than Tantalus was for his ap- 
ples ; and really sometimes I eat as little as thus* 
who dine with duke Humphry, or as Sancho did 
when he was made governor of Borataria. To (hii 



N*» 37. w o R L D. 205 

I may add, that I have not tasted a glass of wine in 
our house for some years, and that punch, bishop, 
cool tankard, and negus are equally denied me ; and 
I never must touch any fruit, unless when I am to 
preserve it. 

The rewards I receive for the service I do, and 
the restraint which I sumbit to, consist in having 
tlie enjoyment of the mere necessaries of life, pro- 
vided you exclude money out of the number. I 
am cloathed out of Lady Mary's wardrobe; and I 
have offended Mrs. Pinup, her ladyship's woman, 
past all forgiveness, because her ladyship chuses 
that I should not go naked about the house. 

Not being much used to a coach, I am generally 
sick with sitting backwards in one. This my lady 
knows perfectly well ; but since I entered into my state 
of dependence, I am constantly obliged to let her 
sit forv.ards alone in the daily airings that we tak© 
upon the adjacent common. 

You have already seen, sir, that I do the work of 
most of the servants in the house : but I must now 
descend a little lower, and acquaint you with some 
abject employments, which I am forced to submit 
to. 

I have already hinted to you, that my lady has no 
Teal friendship for either man or woman. Her af- 
fections are settled upon the brute creation, for 
whom she expresses incredible tenderness. You 
vrould take her monkey to be her eldest son, by the 
care she shews of him ; and she could not be more 
indulgent to her favourite daughter than she is to her 
lap-dog ; she has a real friendship for her parrot ; 
and the other day she expressed much more joy at 
the safe delivery of a beloved cat, than she had done^ 
some months before, at the birth of her grandson. 

It is my province to tend, wait upon, and serve^ 
lihis favourite part of the faQiily. I am xsii^^ ^s^ 
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swerable for all their faults; and if any of them are 
sick, it is I tliat am to blame. It was through my neg- 
ligence that Pug broke my lady's finest set of china: 
and my forgetting to give Veny her dinner was the 
occasion of tiie dear creature's illness . Poll's si- 
lencfi is often attribut(*d to my ill usage ; and the 
murder of two or tliree kittens has been mod unjust- 
ly laid to my charge. 

I now come to some grievances of another kind, 
wliicli I am almost ashamed to own, but which are 
necessary to be told. 

My lady has, for the humour in her eyes (by the 
by 1 make all her eye-water) three issues : one in 
each arm, and one in her back. Now it happened 
that her own woman being one day confined tt) her 
bed, I was desired to perform the operation of dres- 
sing them in her stead ; and unfortunately I ac- 
quitted myself of the task so much to my lady's sa- 
tisfaction, that Mrs. Pinup has been turned out of . 
that oftice, which is given to me, and I am afraid it 
is a plaie for lite. 

I'hcre was another thing happened to me last 
year, wliich deserves to be inserted in this letter, 
and which, though it made me cry, will, I am afraid, 
make other people laugh. 

Lady -Mary, out of the few teeth siie has left, had 
one that had the impudence to ake and keep her 
hulyship awake for two nights toge<:her ; upon tliis, 
Mr. Mercy, the surgeon, was sent for, who, upon 
viewing the afTet^led part, declared immediately for 
extrac'tion. This put my lady into a terrible agony : 
she declared she never had a tooth drawn in her life, 
and that she could never be brought to undergo it» 
unless slie saw the same operation performed upon 
somebody else in her presence. Upon this all the 
servants were summoned, and she endeavoured to 
persuiida them ouq aivti >i\otUer to have a tootb 
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drawn, for her service ; bat they all refused, and 
chose rather to lose their places than their teeth. 
Lady- Mary addressed herself to me, and conjured 
me by the long friendship that had subsisted be- 
tween us; and by all the obligations I had already 
to her, and those she was determined to confer upon 
me, to grant her this request. I blush to tell you 
that i yielded, and parted with a fine white sound 
tooth: but what will you say when I also tell you, 
that after I had lost mine, Mr. Mercy was at last 
sent away without drawing her ladyship's. 

Lady Mary takes great quantities of physic, and 
part of my business is to prepare and make up the 
doses; but what is still worse, her ladyship will 
swallow notliing till I have tasted it in her presence. 
I also make and administer all the w ater-gruel that 
she drinks with her physic, and am forced to attend 
her with camomile tea, when she takes a vomit. 
This last is hard duty, as it not only makes me con- 
stantly sick, but as often stains my only gown and 
apron. 

I have now, sir, done with all my bodily hardships, 
and shall proceed to a grievance, which lies hea- 
vier on me than all I have already mentioned ; I 
mean that perpetual sacrifice of truth, which I am 
forced to make for her ladyship's service. 

Lady Mary is about sixty-five, and labours under 
a vice, which sometimes persons of the same sex and 
age are subject to ; I mean that of telling long and 
improbable stories. She has a fine invention, which 
often carries her beyond the bounds even of possi- 
bility. She deals largely in the marvellous, and 
whenever she perceives that she has made tlie com- 
pany stare a little too much, she constantly appeals 
to me for the trutli of a fact which I never heard be- 
fore; but of which I am declared to have been an 
eye-witness. 

T 2. 
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Anotl>er grievance is, that my lady being much 
the rirhoKt person in the neighbourhood, is tho- 
roughly convinced that nobody of an interior for- 
tiinf^ can ever bo in the right in any dispute which 
may happen between them ; and as her ladyship's 
arguments arc generally very weak, so her passiuiis 
an* ver\' strong ; and what she wants in reason i^he 
makes up in anger, which sometimes rises to abuse : 
and in all these disputes, she never fails to apply to 
me as an equitable judge, for my decision of the con- 
test : which appeal being accompanied with one of 
Colonel Hernando's looks, sentence is immediately 
pronounced in her favour; for what can reason or 
argument do against fear and poverty ? These unjust 
judgments have made all tlie neighbours my ene- 
mies, who imagine also, that, by Uiis behaviour of 
mine, I must be highly in my lady's good graces, so 
tliat thoy hate what they ought to compassionate, 
and envy what they should rather j)ity. It is tlie 
same case in every quarrel that happens between 
her ladyship and her own relations. I am made the 
witness and judge in every cause; and I own very 
freely that my testimony is generally false, and my 
judgment partial : so that upon the whole, my neigh- 
bours hate me, the family detest me, and my lady 
herself does not love, and cannot esteem me. 

You are now, sir, fully informed of the wretched 
life 1 lead; and as I dare say that there are nrany 
who pass their days exactly in the same manner, 
you will do them and me a singular service by print- 
ing tliis letter. My lady takes in your paper, and 
lends it about to all the neighbours ; and there are 
some features of my condition too strongly drawn to 
be mistaken by any of my acquaintance. A com- 
mon likeness would not have been sufficient: but 
3\\ch a caricatura as 1 have painted, must strike and 
be known at firfl sight, and perhaps may contribuU 
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to change my scene for a better. But one thing I 
am sure of, which is, that no alteration that can 
happen to me from thepubhfhing this paper, can b« 

for the worse. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant , 

Mary Truman. 
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Exills domus est, ubi non et multa fuperJutU, 
Et dominum fallunt, etprofuntfuribus, ■ 

HoKt 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

TnERR is a species of luxury, which though you 
must often have observed, I do not find that you 
liave hitherto taken notice of. I mean that extrava- 
gance of expence, whichpeopleof all ranks and con- 
ditions are daily running into in the article of fur- 
niture. In the houses of the great (not to mention 
the profusion of French ornament, and coftly glitter 
of every room) the meanest utensils of the kitchen 
are all of plate. But it is not upon the follies of 
other people that I am going to descant ; it is of my- 
self and my country-house, or rather of my wife and 
her villa, that I intend to be particular. The house 
I am speaking of, together with a very considerable 
estate, was left me by an uncle in the city, with 
whom I lived from the age of sixteen. As he in- 
tended me for trade, you may be sure he gave me 
MO other education (a little school learning excepted) 
than what was necessary to acompting-house. But 

T 3 
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finding myself at his death in possession of a plen- 
tiful fortune, I resolved to commence gentleman ; 
and accordingly disposed of my eflfe^ts in business^ 
and took a house at tiie other end of theto^n. 

Mere I became acquainted with a lady of quality, 
vho, though she had the highest notions of birth, yet 
from so triHing a circumstance as want of fortune, 
condescended to give me her hand, notwithstanding 
the meanness of my family, and the difference of our 
educations. As I thousht myself extremely ho- 
noured by an alliance with so great a lady, I gave 
the management of every thing into her hands, and 
grew as indolent as if I had really been a man of 
faihion. My wife was a woman of exceeding fine 
TASTE as it is called; or in other words, one who 
liked to have every thing about her in the newest and 
most expensive manner. As soon as I brought her 
to my country-house, I thoug)it she would have 
fainted away at the sight of my furniture ; the whole 
of it (to use her own words) was so frightful, so 
odious, and so out of taste! Her upholsterer 
must be sent for that instant! for there was no endur- 
ing life in tlie midst of so much antiquated lumber. I 
forgot to tell you that I had entirely new-furnished 
the house about three months before; but though 
every thing was extremely good and neat, 1 must 
do my wife the justice to own, there was very little 
in it but what was of real use. Pearly the next day 
down comes the upholsterer. * Lord, Mr. Kifang,' 
says she, * 1 am glad you are come. Pray rest your- 
self a little; but lam afraid you can't find a chair 
fit for a Christian to sit down upon. Such seats! 
such backs 1 such legs ! such — but they are so of a 
piece with the rest of the furniture ! — Dear Kifang, 
J am glad you are come !' So without waiting for 
Ills reply, or suffering him to sit down, she conducted 
Uim tiifough all the apartmeats, except the of&cest 
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which indeed she has never once condescended to 
visit* since her becoming mistress of my family. 

Mr. Kifang, who is said to be of Chinese extrac- 
tion, and who must be allowed to understand his- 
basiness as well as any man alive, agreed perfectly 
\iith her la'fhip, and observed, * that such out*-of- 
fashion things might do well enough for a citizen; 
but that persons of qnality and distinction,^ who had 
a TASTE and all that, should have something fo- 
reign and superb, and quite in another-guess sort of 
a manner/ In short, sir, by the indefatigable zeal 
of this Chinese upholsterer, in about four months 
my house was entirely new furnishad ; but so dis« 
guised and altered, that I hardly knew it again. 
There is not a bed, a table, a chair, or even a 
grate, that is not twisted into so many ridiculous, 
and grotesque figures, and so decorated with the 
heads, beaks, wings, and claws of birds and beafis^ 
that Milton's 

Gorgdns, and hydras^ and cblm^eras t^rep 

are not to be compared with them. Every room is 
completely covered with a Wilton carpet; I suppose 
to save the floors, which are all new-laid, and in the 
moft expensive manner. Ineacli of these rooms is 
a pair or two of stands, supported by different figures 
of men or beasts, on which are placed branches of 
Chelsea china; representing lions, bears, and otlier 
animals, holding in their mouths or paws sprigs of 
bay, orange, or myrtle ; among the leaves of which 
are lixed sockets for the reception of wax candles, 
vrhich by dispersing the light among the folia ^(s I 
own, maiea very agreeable appearance. But 1 can 
see no use for the lions and bears : to say the trutli, 
[ cannot help thinking it a little unnatural ; for it is 
well known that all kinds of savages are afraid of 
ire. But this I submit to you, havirvo ob?>^xN^^ oJl. 
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I:»t<* pfVfrul wild l>fiuft«i f-nliibitcflon tti«* fla;.Mf, wttli" 
out tli«.*irhlii;wifi(; tlMtU-asi hiiiiirize at the luiit|M, Qr 
c:\f*iiiit till* loiifl ^llout^o^a|lpIallM• whir h luive tii.-fm 
iHHtowrd upon tlicin fioiii i\t*:)iii\U:iU:ti» The u)ij)^ 
jipurtiiH:fits of my Itoiin', v.hif h wen; \t*rUni: hiiii'l* 
koiitrly vkiiiiiM:oti*<l, :iii: now liuiiff with tho ri<:li''«t 
Chini'M* anrl liitUn pii] • r, uImi'i- all th#; pfiwirr* of 
f.iiicy arr i*\liuuhli '! iit a liiiMi^'iii') lantaMir fi^Miniffof 
I«im)- , 1 <-aNt* , iiid li tli( >, \%lii( h iM'Vf r hitfl irKiiU'tivt:. 
Anrl wliiit ffifih to liif- ( uriohity itt, th.it th«: fit-lK-K 
nii- sfiii n)in;2 III tlicaii, orpr:i«:liiiif; upon the tni^f; 
whic'ii piith iiic in riiiiifl of ii puHf»a^(: I h.'iiritt at 
iK'liool (for I havrnotaijbohitf.-ly fof;;<ii my luting 

thf* odflnif-H of which^ I suppoftc, was tlM; reusoii of 
my rrnx'iiil/i'rin;.' it. 

Thf Ih'*!. or, »ih my wif'Tul]» it, fh'i (luUt U'd- 
4 liaiiitjfr, iM liinihhc'l in a nnoner that han half iin- 
iUtui' iw. Tlw l.iiML'iii^H aji' whit*' Hattin, with 
JK ii' ii llowirr«i ariH ;iili(i(-iiLl mo.s hturk upon it uitli 
I'lnn, aiul int< r^.j/cr-crl with ti ii thoumuui '^paii^^lc*-, 
h<*a(lii,atirlhh<:ll)'. '1 iir Iti'A fetandH in an ah ovc^ at tin; 
t(;p ofwiiifJian- pauitcMC'upiilhhtn-win);; lh>\v«'rh,and 
hprinkliii;; )h rhiiiK-s. TiiiHiH riivided from th': rootit 
hy two twibtrd pilhirw, u<h>rn«:(l with wn-ath*! of 
fh/w< THf uiu\ interni}xf;<l with »-h<:iUwork. In thi» 
apiittin(;nt tlirre ifi a r.ahinct of most curiou*-. work« 
manhliip, lii^lily finifhcrd with htoii(-Hy^'f;tfnt, and >.h<'l{% 
t\i»]n null ih Mich a manner, ha to rcprcM'tit Ki:v(:ral 
feor(:i of How( j-h. Tlui top r>f thin rahinet in iu)orn<;d 
with a prodi^fioim pynunid of china of lill f:olouni, 
•hapih, iind h\'/A h. At cviry f*onu:r of the room arc 
yrt::\i ]nrh iWUd with dried havcH of roften and jesfea- 
nnn#*. '1 iieriiiiune^-pioceaiho (andindci:d ewryonc 
in the huu»e; u cuvcicd with imuiCUDC quiuititicft of 
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china of various figures ; among whicli are Tala- 
poiiis and Bonzes, and all the religious orders of the 
east. 

The next room that presents itself is my wife's 
dressing room; but I will not attempt to describe 
it to you minutely, it is so full of trinkets. The 
walls are covered round with looking-glass, inter- 
spersed with pictures made of moss, butterflies, and 
sea-weeds. Under a very magnificent Chinese ca- 
nopy stands the toilette, furnished with a set of 
boxes of gilt plate, for combs, brushes, paints, pastes^ 
patches,, pomatums, powders white, gray, and blue^ 
bottles of hungary, lavender, and orange-flower wa* 
ter, and, in short, all the apparatus for disguising 
beauty. Here she constantly pays her devotions 
two hours every morning ; but what kind of divinity 
she adores, may be safer for you to guess than for 
me to tell. By this time 1 imagine you will con- 
ceive my house to be much fuller of furniture than 
my head. Alas ! sir, I am but a husbaiid, and my 
wife is a woman of quality. But I could submit 
with some degree of patience to all this folly and 
expence, if my children Xand I have two fine boys 
and a girl) were not either kept close prisoners in 
the nursery, or driven into the kitchen among the 
servants, to prevent their playing about the rooms, 
and making havock of the crockery* 

I have a thousand other curiosities in my house, 
of which I neither know the uses nor the names* 
But I cannot help mentioning the gravel -walks, ri- 
vers, groves, and temples, which on a grand day 
make their appearance at the dessert. For you are 
not to suppose that all this profusion of ornament 
is only to gratify my wife's curiosity; it is meant as 
H preparative to the greatest happiness of life, that 
of seeing company. And I assure you she give* 
above twenty entertainments in a year to people Cgr 



fU won ID. N»3P. 

uhom sho haft no niauiu'r of regard, for no other 
rctuton in tin: \v(.rlfi timu to slicw tlicni her house. 
Ill Bhort, siff it i^ Incorne ko cn-ut u M<;ht that I am 
no longer nia^tiT ot' it; bcin^ continuuUy driven 
tVoni room to room, to give opportunity for bt rangers 
to admire it. lUit as we have lately misbed a fa- 
vourite. Chinese tnml)ler, and some other vuluuble 
moveahlt*Ky we have entertiiined thoughts of con- 
fining the bhow to one day in the week, and of ad- 
mitting no persons wluitsoever without tic'ket5; un- 
less they happen to be {ic()uainted witli the names, 
at least, of some of my wife's relations. For my 
own part, if every thing in the house was stolen, it 
would give me less loncern than I have felt for 
many years past at every India sale, or at the 
shortest visit that she has made at Deard's: for 
I find to my sorrow, tliat as my furniture increases, 
my acres diminish; and that a new fashion never 
fails of producing a fresh mortgage. 

If you think my case may be of ser\ice to any of 
those husbands who arc unhaj>py enough to be mar- 
ried to wives of TASTE, you have free leave to pub- 
lish it from, 

Sir, 
Your mobt humble servant, 

Samuel Simfle. 
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I HAVE received no less than four letters from my 
friend Nic. I.imbertonouk, since hist Thursday 
was three weeks, at wliich tinier I had the honour of 
exhibiting his character and history in this i)iiper. 
But all 1 dare do with these 1( iters is, to give a 
short abstract of them to my readers; my friend 



K*39. WORLD. 215 

having entered so minutely into family secrets, and 
(as he assures me upon his honour) with the strictest 
regard to truth, that 1 myself should be the tell- 
tale if I gave them to tlie public in the manner I 
received them. 

In the first of these letters he gives me the his- 
tory of the third lying-in of a young lady of fashion 
near St. James's, who is at present only in her nine- 
teenth year, and who lives with a very pious old 
aunt, and passes for a pattern of modesty and vir- 
tue. He also favours me with tlie names and cha- 
racters of two gentlemen, who have the honour, se- 
parately, of passing the evening with this young 
lady, without either suspecting the other of being 
any thing more than a visiting acquaintance. 

The second letter contains the secret memoirs of 
a woman of quality, whose husband is just upon the 
point of parting with her for indiscretion. Till 
the reading of this letter I confess myself to havo 
had a very inadequate idea of the meaning of this 
word. To be indiscreet, it seems, is for a mar- 
ried woman to listen to the addresses of one, two, 
or half a dozen lovers; to make assignations with 
them separately; to declare her hatred to her hus- 
band, and to admit her said lovers to every liberty 
but ONE. All this, provided the lady be detected 
in some of her closest familiarities, is to be indis- 
creet: and though the virtue of such a lady is not 
to be called in question, yet every body has a right 
to say, that she has been guilty of indiscretions. 
My friend's third letter is a good deal too wag- 
gish for the sobriety of this paper. It is the history 
of a parson and his two maids, whom he calls Ra- 
chel and Leah. To say tlie truth, I have another 
reason for suppressing this letter, which is, that the 
doctor happens to be the rector of my own parish, 
and (setting Rachel and Leah, aud evxUw*^ v^vA 



2lfi voni.D. N*.39. 

iliiij' in;.', '»ut of il.r (pMNiiiiig ib rcully avery tuuli- 

'1 l.t loi. I ill ill id lii^t IcUcr ib u v(iyu;*ff froin Vuux- 
liiili tn Wliiti iiallf 111 a (liirk iii|^lit under u lilt, 
l<i .fiiMiii '1 I'V |M■r^<Ml^) i)f' (lihlinrtioii of both M'ac^. 
All tliitt 1 >ti:itl iiilojiii luy rvinUirb of tliis voyatit^, H, 
lli.li ii it|i|jiMrM fi'Mia till' jotiriiHl of it (whu.li Mui 
k( |it Ia oiii- (i\ till' )>ii>hrii^t'rh, iiiid (-.oiiitiiiuii(:aU.'<i 
tu iiiy lii< lul; to ii.ivif Immh u vc'i'viNiMsciiKKY oii4:; 
iiii'l lli.il ill the liititiulr of \Vrhtiiiiiibt4fr-bri<lge, 
Mis Kitty, a >ouiii4 louiitrv U'mity of <.'i|^htLifn, 
\va^ liranl to hay uilli (/n-al <|iii('kiif*hs to a <ti« 
lijii« 1 of tli<t f^imiilSf ulio hill next lo licr, * lU* <)uict, 
hir!' audio acTotiipuiiy Imt wordb willi ho lunurt li 
tilap on tilt' fu('4*, that the coHU-r urc:li rung u^'ain; 
upon which Ikt aunt, >^l)o wiu (tint of the paity, 
took o( casion to tAmv.rvv.^ * 'Hiat h(ri' ni'icci would al- 
ways 1/4: u <:ouiitry f^iil, and know nothing of tlitf 
woild/ 

liavinL' now takrn suATm init noticr of niv frii'iiJ 
Ijm 111 uTo.\(iiK's l«'ti< i>, 1 hliull Iraxi* my n*adir» 
lo aiiiiiiiKivrit ii|i<Hi tlHin, :iitd d(r\4;t<> the rciuaitt- 
Oi;r of ilijr) paiii r li> a iijuali: (.-orrcbpoudcnt. 

To INlr. TiTz-ADAM. 
Sir, 

1 uiii a yonn^ Woman, horn lo no ^Trat fortune, 
)jiit fnaii till* indulj!ciMfof my pjirenth,ain ho happv 
9is toinjov lUr advanta^fs of a ^ocxi education, f 
ha\r j< ally a handMnm larr, have a natural gentili- 
ty about m<:, walk as ucil ab any lK)dy, and am told 
by my mothcT, and have heard it whispered a thou- 
vand times by the maids, that I am a clever girl. 

it was my fortune bome tim*.* a^o, when I was 
upon a vifcit in tlie <:ountry, to make a hole in A 
geniicnmu'f heart, us Lc »at ui the uext pew lo m 
4i 



at church; and as I am above disguises, I shall con- 
fess very freely that I was equally struck. I took 
a pleasure in looking at him from the tirst moment 
I saw him; and it was no trifling satisfaction to me, 
that as often as I dared squint that way, I found his 
eyes to be fixed fully upon mine. 

As he was known to the lady at whose house I 
was entertained, it was matter of no great difficulty 
for him to introduce himself to my acquaintance* 
I enquired into his character, and was told that he 
was a gentleman addicted to no kind of vice ; that 
his fortune was a very handsome one ; that he had 
great sensibility and generosity; but that he was ex- 
tremely quick-sighted to the foibles of women. I 
was not much pleased with this last information ; but 
having a pretty good opinion of myself, I did not 
doubt that I should so hamper him with discretiou 
and beauty, that he could not possibly escape me. 

To be as short as I can, he soon made proposals 
to nie in form, which, after the usual hesitations, 
were in form accepted. My parents were written to 
upon the «u:casion, and every thing wtis preparing 
for our happiness, when Alphonso (for so 1 shall 
call him) was unfortunately summoned to a distant 
part of the country, to attend the last moraen.s of a 
near relation. There was no disobeying tiiis cruel 
summons; and with a thousand protestations of 
unalterable love, away he went. 

During his absence, which happened to be much 
longer than, I believe, either of us wished, tiie fa- 
shion came up among the ladies of wearing their 
gowns oft' the shoulders; and though my skin was 
rather of the brownest, and I had alsj the misifor* 
tune of having a large scar across my bosom, I im-> 
mediately pared away six inches of mv stay bv-fore 
and behind, and presented myst;lf to him at his re** 
turn in all the nakedness of the fashion, I >nv^ \\x« 

y[OU XXVI. V 



deed greatly astonished, that as he was running uto 
niy anns with all the eagerness of a long-absent \omi 
he stopt of a sudden to survey me, and after giving 
me only a cold salute, and inquiring how I did, in 
himself down for about a quarter of an hour, and 
then wished me a good night. 

It really never occurred to me, to what accideitl 
was to attribute so mortifying a change, till eaiif 
the next morning I was let into the secret by tliB 
following letter : 
* Madam, 

* To have but one defect . in your whole persoOf 
and to display it to the w^orld with so much paioii 
is to betray a want of that prudence, without whkh 
the marriage state is generally a state of misery. I 
must therefore take the liberty of telling you, that 
niy last visit was paid yesterday, and tliat my last 
letter wails only till I have subscribed myself^ 

* ]Madam, 
* Your most obedient humble servant, 

* Alphoxso/ 

You may imagine, Mr. Fitz-Adam, into what 
aukward confusion and distress this letter threw me. 
At lirst I reproached the inconstancy of my lover, 
and called him the basest and most perfidious of 
men ; but when my passion was abated, and I began 
seriously to reflect upon my incautious behaviour, I 
could not help allowing that he had reason on his 
side ; tliougli I h(>|>e you will be of opinion, that hi* 
letter is a little too mortifying, and his resolution 
too hasty. 

Soni(^ months have elapsed since I have worn the 
willow: and I have at present hardly any expecta- 
tion of being restored to grace: though if Alphonso 
Inul thought it worih hi*^ while to make any inqui- 
ries about me, he would have known that ever bintc 
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the discovery of that fatal scar (which I can assart^ 
him upon my honour was only occasioned by a 
burn) I have worn my stays as high, and pinned my 
go^vn as decently, as his hard lieart would desire: 
i^nd notwithstanding the very warm weather we 
have had this summer, I have never made a visit, or 
appeared anywhere in public, but in a double hand- 
kerchief, and that too pinned under my chin. 

I have two reasons, sir, for troubling you with 
this letter, and desiring your publication of it. The 
first is, that my lover may see how penitent I am for 
my fault; and the second, to do service to two 
ladies of my acquaintance; one of which has a most 
discousolate length of face, which she makes abso* 
Jutely frightful by wearing the poke of her cap quite 
back to her pole; the other, with the feet and leg. 
of a Welch porter, is for ever tripping it along tht 
Mall in white shoes and short petticoats. If I can- 
not benefit myself, it will be some little satisfac- 
tion to have been a warning to my friends. 

I am, Sir, 
Your most unfortunate humble servant, 

Celimena. 

P. S. Since my writing this letter I have some 
distant hope that my lover may come about again; 
having been informed of a saying of his to a friend, 
* That in spite of the scar upon my bosom, my ap- 
pearance that night put him in mind of a book 
lately published, called Heaven open tp all men,* 
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Of all the eastern stories that have hitherto made 
their appearance in English, there is not one that 
ppnveys qq perfect and beautiful a t20.qi;«A ^fi» \VvaX v^^ 

V 3 
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the prince Ruzvansthad and the princess 
ristany, in the fiisi volume of the Persian 
Kuzvanschad was king of China, and Chek 
princess of an island of Cenies. Thej^ fell 
lately in love with each other, and after tb( 
delays, were married in due fomi in the isla 
Cheheribtaii, where the lady was queen. d\ 
fore the solemnization of this marriage, the pr 
of the Genies addressed the king of China w 
following manner. * I am not going,' said she 
make your majesty any unreasonable req 
though the power I have over you, and the s 
riority of my nature, claim obedience in all thin^ 
shall only demand a promise from you, that for 
honour of your queen, and for our mutual haj 
ness, you will blindly comply with me in ev 
thing I have a mind to do. The Genies are ne\ 
in the wrong. If therefore at any time my actio 
should happen to appear unaccountable and cxtn 
vagant, say within yourself, my wife has reason k 
what she does : for it is impossible that we shoul 
live together in love and harmony, unless you in 
plicitly believe that I am always in the riglit.' Tl 
kintj, according to the universal custom of lover 
promised very readily to think in all things as li 
princess would have him ; and the marriage was c 
lebrated with all imaginable splendor. 

The sequel of the story informs us, that his ni 
jesty of China did not absolutely keep his rov 
promise ; for that upon certain trifling occasior 
such, for instance, as the queen's tlinging her h 
into the fire, giving her daughter to be devoured i 
a wild beast, destroying the provisions of his uht 
army, and the like (which are only allegorical e 
pressions, signifying a mamma's giving up her s< 
to the fire of hispass«ions, carrying her daughter 
the masquerade, and consuming the substoiics 
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her husband) he not only thought her in the wrong, 
but had the rashness to tell her so. Here begins 
the misery of this royal and once happy couple; 
the queen separates herself from her husband, and 
at the end of ten whole years, consents to cohabita- 
tion upon no other terms than a renewal of the old 
promise, ratified by an oath. The story adds, that 
the king of China, having seen his error, never 
failed to acknowledge the wisdom of his queen in 
all she did, and that they lived to an extreme old 
age, the happiest monarchs of tlie east. 

If every husband in England was to read this 
story night and morning till he had got it by heart; 
and, in imitation of the king of China, if he would 
consider himself as a mere son of Adam, and his 
wife of the superior nature of the Genies, the hap- 
piness of his life would in all probability be secured; 
for I am fully persuaded that all the infelicities of 
the married state are occasioned by men's finding 
fault with the conduct of their wives, and imagining 
tliemselves to. be fitter for government than for obe- 
dience. 

For my own part, I have always looked upon the 
husband to be the head of his wiie, just in the same 
manner as a fountain is the head of a stream; wliich 
only finds supplies for its wanderings, without di- 
recting the current which way it shall flow. It may 
possibly be objected that wives are commanded in a 
certain book, called the Bible, to be obedient to 
their husbands; but a lady of my acquaintance, 
who is a great casuist in divinity, seems to have set 
this matter in a true light, by observing, that as 
most of the commentators upon the New Testa- 
ment have agreed that some of its particular com- 
mands and prohibitions are merely local and tem- 
porary, and intended only as cautions t»o ttv^ cVnxv^- 
tiana' against giving scandal to \\\e '^e^^ ^yvSlV^"?^* 

\J 3 
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thens, among whom they lived ; she makes no nia 
ner of doubt that obedience to husbands was amo 
the number of these commands, and that it mij 
be right to observe it in the infancy of christian! 
but not now\ 

Many persons, as well christians as others, s 
of opinion, that to command is neither the provii 
ofthew^fenor the husband; and that to advise 
intreat is all that either has a right to. But tli 
take to be wrong policy ; for as every private fai 
ly is a little state within itself, there should be a 
perior and laws, or all will be anarchy and con 
sioni and as it is indisputable that the wife knc 
more of family affairs than the husband, there is 
reason in tlie worid for taking the command out 
iior hands. 

Everybody sees that wh^n men keep mistres 
they commence subjects under an absolute tyrani 
and that a wife should have less authority, is, in 
own private opinion, a very hard case ; especiall 
it be ccnsiderrd, that she is not onlv one flesh w 
her husband, but as the universal phrase is, his bi 
TEH PART. Everybody knows too, that go* 
liiimour in a wife is the most necessary of all 
virtues to secure the happiness of a husband; \ 
how is her good-humour to be preserved, if she ij 
be under perpetual controul ? It is no new dis 
very, that the firft wish of a woman is power 
therefore you give the scepter into her hand, x 
intreat her to say and do according to her own g< 
pleasure, it will be almost impossible for her tc 
always out of temper. 

Hut the subordination ofhusbends will appeal 
be of greater necessity, if it be considered how u 
almost every man is to govern himself. I h; 
known husbands of hopeful dispositions, who, fr 
l>eiitg left entirely to their own management, h; 



N** 40. W O R L D. J^3 

run into every excess of riot and debauchery ; when 
it has been obvious, that had their wives exerted the 
proper authority over them, they would have made 
the soberest and meekest men alive. How thankful 
therefore ought we to be, that our wives are inclined 
to take upon themselves the troublesome office of 
government, and to leave to their husbands the easy 
duty of obedience, which a child of six years old is 
«s capable of pcrfonning, as his father of forty ! 

I have indeed heard it objected, that all women 
are not sufficiently qualified for the government of 
their husbands. But by whom is this objection 
made ? By some obstinate old batchelor, who, for 
V'aiit of conversing with the sex, has formed very 
erroneous opinions of their dignity and abilities. To 
decide this question, I would only appeal to those 
husbands, who have lived in a constant state of sub- 
jection to their wives ; and if any one of them 
dare tell me that he has once wished to be his 
own master, I will be a batchelor in unbelief. It 
has also been objected, that the tyranny of a wife 
may sometimes be a little more absolute than the 
husband may wish it to be : but it has always been 
a maxim, that an absolute monarchy is the best, pro- 
vided that we know, and have a right of chusing our 
ruler; the husband therefore should be satisfied 
with a small extension of the prerogative, whose mo- 
narch is not only of his own chusing, but one whom 
he has courted to reign over him. 

It is matter of no small satisfaction to me, that 
by vindicating the sovereignty of the ladies, I am 
doing service to my king and country; for whil« 
men are kept under a continued state of subjection 
at home, they will submit with more alacrity to the 
la^v8, and feel a deficiency of those spirits, which, 
'for'want of proper controul, might lead them into 

lioUf izisunrectioiiS; and rebellious, IX ^^i^ x^X^^ 
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w i>lifd iiidi'ed that the iadiei would drop tlic study 
ot'imtiuimi pohlii'!!, uiidconfmc theniselves to family 
govrrniJH^nt only: tor while a husband i% no other 
ihdii tlie Vii^Mil oi hiii vf'iiv, u female juc obi te (unlebi 
hhe hhdiild happen to be ugly or an old maid) uuy 
he u duu^crous creature. 1 hliall therefore cou- 
( hull! thib piiptT ljy rei'onimeudiiig it to tlie adniiia- 
bt ration to have u jmrticular eye to tht>4e seniinu' 
I ii'K of (v.iuiiUi U'Hi'uiui^f known by tlie nunie of 
BOAiiniNO-sciiooi.H. It uii^Ui not be improper if 
the oaths of alh-);;iance and ai}jn ration were tube 
adniinintercfi to tlie iiU])erioni and uiadtiuioiMdles of 
biich ctA\t%fs or if the hrad of hib prebcnt majesty 
kin^CftMirgi' was to be workiid by every pretty uiiaii 
ill the bollont of her naiupler. 
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A^ ^hr* writers of ihf two following letters are of a 
wx f<ir which I have the sincerest regard and vene- 
ration, 1 have made no delay in eonnnitting 
tlic in to Ih*? prr^s, not doiihtin)^ that tlie evils they 
(oniplaln of will excite the attention of my readem. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 
1 am a v<Ty hearty old maid of s>eventy-thre€; 
btit 1 have a parc<.'l of ini]>erlinent nephews uud 
nii'ces, who, because I have kept my good-humour, 
will needs have it that I have parted with some- 
thing ehe. Pray, Mr. Fit/- Adam, be so kind as to 
tell thisc graceless relations of mine, that it ifl 
uol impossible for a woman to have two vir- 
tues at a t'uue •, vxud \.\\aX i^vvi Vfi^ik.>i \jfc vMs.^r\ auu 
5 
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CHASTE, as well as merry and wise. But as I 
am always to be teazed upon this subject, I have 
some. thoughts of renouncing my virginity, to se- 
cure my good-humour ; for I am afraid that by con- 
tending with them every day for what they say I 
have lost, I shall run the hazard of losing in reality 
what they allow me to possess. I beg your ad- 
vice in tliis critical affair, and am, Sir, 

Your most humble senanty 

PRUDENtiA Holdfast. 

In answer to Miss Holdfast, I shall only say, that 
if I was to be teazed out of my virginity, it should 
be by the most impudertt fellow living, sooner than 
by these undutiful relations. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

I am a young woman of fashion, and a great ad- 
mirer of a town life. But it has been my misfor- 
tune, for these three months past, to be condemned 
to the odious country, and the more odious diver- 
sions of it ; and this in compliance to an old-fashion- 
ed aunt, who, excepting her two daughterr, and the 
company they keep, is tht most odious thing of all. 
But it is not for the sake of abusing my friends or 
of ridiculing the country, that I trouble you with 
this letter; I have really escaped such dangers in 
this retirement, 1 hat I me^an it as a caution to my 
sex against giving up the innocent amusements of a 
town life, for the destructive pleasures of woods and 
shades. 

I had hardly been a week at my aunt's before I lost 
all the delicacy of quality ; and from the palest com- 
plexion in the world, and no appetite (the best 
proofs of high birth, and of keeping good company) 
I began to look as rosy as a milk-maid, and to eat 
like u plough-boy, I shall never forget. Xbft >ko^- 
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\vj.rii rompliaieiits that were midc me upoa 6a 
ci tfer::.*: but a ntw mo itincatLoii succeeded, ^b»i 
removed me still farther from upper life, iau'^ 
Iik'j tii Iia'.e killed me. I began ab;iGlui:elv. M:. 
ri:->Adani, to »;row fat. Wiiat was to be dcaeno^? 
W" ly I ii I ua t w; d X fo rsoo th ! I wondeijd they ci I - 
r.-it bid rue i\\ ; for to a woman of conditioQ,^ |- 
liad nr^VLT stirred cut of doors but ia iier ctiir. 3;" 
:!:•! soemed aa ej*v- as walkiru;. Butmv diseaid «"i» 
d'sperate, and so must be my cure: in ahor^tbrt 
tiught me how to walk, and in less than a ^<tii\ 
vt:rilv believe I had travelled a mile. 

And now I was teazed upon another accoual 
My cousins, wh.o were grown quite intimate wl4 
mo, and who w ere what they ca.ll neat girl*, "^vert | 
ptrrretiiallv rindin:: fault with tlie loosene&s wc vst 
morning dress. I really pitied their ignorance, but 
lould hardlv forbear laughing when I saw themcume 
fiown as prim to breakfast, as it they were dre^seu 
iur vi-itors. It was in vuin forme to tell them '^^ 
\von;eii of f.tihion were above such resarcs; I v.j2 
o2.\in forced to comply, and to stick pins inw uij 
cfi/aths, as if dress in:l for a drum. 

I am far from dcnvin^that air, exercise, and i.fal- 
iio^iooutrijuted to my health ; but I renieii.Ltr •• :'.: 
4'«jnfij;i!i'jn thcakeration thf-y produced. I ha^i ».-'J 
i!i tiir p«)lit«.' <:;rcle to the age of tive-aiid-twt:.:} 
V. ithoLit c(»nrf-ivi[i^ an idt-a of tht other se>:, anv ',^:» 
tl.tir tiian v.h;it reluU-dto their uses in public cUc'^S 
;t r.f-at uiv»n tln^ wiitLi', or a party :vt lj:a_-. Iii.:=rU 
J.hn pr:-i)t'tii;«.l hurrv or a town lite puis all oij'-t; 
ri.i::^- iiiiir«.* uut ot ri>:'i head. Eut idUi.e':s is tilt 
: M.t <'f Lii evil. In Lss than a fortnight n.y i;t.i:t 
t.;ifi HH- triJtt I had p:ia-ions as well as appct:tes. Tj 
<it.'ai {i.iiiiiy with you, Mr. Fit7-.\d:jii, fur wan: ^l 
^ iiui tliiiii^ to do, I fell desperately in love. ^V/ii 
c.:jjijc I confers it, I wa^i caught I know not how ; u: 



^'•41. WORLD. 227, 

my rustic, tliougji he paid me particular regards, 
and was a handsome fellow with a good estate, had no 
one accomplishment upon earth to recommend him 
to a woman of fashion. His education had been at 
the University, where he had pursued nothing but 
bis studies. He knew nobody in town but people 
whom nobody knows ; had been at court but once ; 
detested play, and had no ideas of routs and drums. 
His virtues (for my aunt and cousins were continu- 
ally talking of them) reached no farther than a little 
charity to the poor ; a vast deal of what tlj^y call 
good-nature ; abundance of duty to the old lady his 
mother, and a ridiculous fondness for a sister, who 
was one of the plainest women I ever saw. But in 
affairs of gallantry, or the fashions of the town, he was 
as ignorant as a Hottentot. He would sometimes, 
indeed, make a party with us at Whist for half- 
crowns, which he called deep play ; but as to shuf- 
fling, fuzzing, changing of seats, hints to a partner, 
setting up honours without holding them, and the 
like, which are the essentials of the game, he was an 
absolute ideot. He considered cards, he said, only 
as an amusement, and was perfedly indifferent whe- 
tlier he won or lost. Yet in spite of myself, and so 
contemptible an animal, I was really in love with 
him. Nay, so entirely did he possess me, that I con- 
trived to be ill, and to keep my chamber three 
mornings together, to engage him alone. But 
would you think it, Mr. Fitz-Adam; if he ap- 
proached to touch my hand, I had such frights and 
fears about me, that I hardly knew where 1 was. I 
trembled at every word he spoke to me ; and had he 
offefed at those trifling liberties, which every fine 
gentleman is admitted to in town, and which tlie 
strictest modesty would only cry pish at, I verily be- 
lieve I should have died. But his country education 
\vas the saving of my }ife. His intentions, I per- 
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I'lMvrcl, wiTff to mukc* n wife of mo; a charuf'U:r» 
>iliit:lif>riiiii-lmriic'ti*ni in tlir world I had tli(f|j;n*ati'hC 
avrmirui to ; iik, in all probaliility» it wotdd cunnct t 
tnr with llir carcH of a mother, and a thouMUid ridi- 
culoim dutirH and aflcchonH, that a widl-lircdwonmii 
huH really no (init: for. Vi'tthis dt*)il(i ruble rrfaiiiK! 
I had certainly ht'fn, if liif had not all of a Hnddni 
(for whiil rr.Lfion I know not, unlcHV he* think* it a 
crinir for alndy to \h* a litthr witty u|i<in tin? HiM<*) 
taken a rrotrht-t into Iuh hnul of tri*aliii(; uic iikoa 
fftranj^rr. Tht> man in most rvidf Jilly mad ; for in- 
■tead of dirt'ctin^ all Win dim-ourM* to nie aH uiaiult 
h(* is for r\'vr rahfdlin^ with my yonn^cvt crouiiiii, 
ami talking by tin; hour in praiM.* of u country edu* 
< .'itl'in. 

Jiiit, thiinl.n tf) niv MarM, thrrf \h a lihivc. ralM 
liOndon; vvIktc, in a very f<;w w('(*k»*, tlit? l)n^in«wH of 
play, and thr'niniiscni(*ntH of polite llt^f^hall vur«* nio 
of niyf()lly,iui<l restore mc'tomy coniph'xifjn. iNhall 
fly to ilif Hni^'-taiilc iih to an iisylnm a|j;ainNl the 
pMNsions. It i.H thrri* tlial lovt- is ni'viM* thoiip^hl of. 
'i'li<- ni( II liavr no d* >ipnh, uov iUr \voni<*n t<Mnpl:i- 
ti"ii*'. It puts nu* in nund of the htutf of innorciKC* 
>\iii(li (.Hi lirr>t psiniilr^ UH from: The mjxch may 
nii'( t n.il.c'i, and nut b<: a^hanH'd, nor evt-n know 
Ihiit. thry arc naked. 

k would tiikr up loo much of your pupiT to fti- 
forcc tin* adviinta;^fs of ri.A Y, by laying b<fori: you 
Wii' v\'ih it pri'ViiitN. Scitndul wa.s n«v<r heard of 
Mt II find ial)h; : 'I'hf (puiition when u(* tnc^f^t is not, 
who lo:U h«r honour last nii.'ht ? but who hcrmont^v? 

I m 

Wv iM'i'fl ncvrr go to < hunii if) ridicuk the parnoiw, 
or hi ay at lionur to b(; the pla^Mu* of huhbands or 
hrrviiuts. Ill short, if women woidd rnrajx' tin? pnr- 
huith (diu'-n, thi: drudj^ery of wiv«H, thii can!H</t pa- 
ivntK, aiirj th'» pljL|j;ucs of lionw, tluir njcurity is 
I'K.w. i know of nutbiit|^ that cuu be Huid aj^uiubt 
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h, but that it may possibly lead to ill-nature, quarrek, 
cheating, and ruin. 

I am, Sir, 
Yovr constant reader, and most humble fervanty 

Sophia Shuffle. 
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It 18 a common phrase, when we speak of a per- 
•on who has nothing remarkably bad in his dispo- 
sition, that he is a good sort of a man; but of these 
good sort of men there are multitudes to be met 
with, who are more troublesome and olfeiisive than 
a swarm of gnats within one's bed^curtains. 

A good sort of' a man is sometimes he, who from 
sliaUowness of parts, and a narrow education, be- 
lieves every action of mankind, that is not calcu- 
lated to promote some pious or virtuous end, to be 
blameable and vicious. He prescribes to himself 
rules for the conduct of life, and censures those who 
difi'er from him as immoral or irreligious. Walking 
in the fields on a Sunday, or taking up a news-paper^ 
b an otience against Heaven. I have heard a young 
lady severely reprimanded for reading a Spectator 
vqpon that day; and I have known it prophesied of 
a boy of eight years old, that he would certainly be 
ao Atheist, for having written God with a little g» 
and Devil with a great D. In the opinion of this 
good sort of a many to say, Lord hlefs me, is a breach 
ol* the tliird commandment; and to affirm, upon 
a»e* fKordy that this or that thing is true or false, is 
downright swearing. 

To such characters as these, the infidelity of 
others may in some measure be owing. To avoid 
cne extreuie we are apt to nm into another \ ^s^jV 
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biv-aiiso one man happens to Ixflteve a great deal 

t<Mi iiiiK !i, anotiitrr is (ictrriiiincHl to believe nothing 
at ail. 

Duiiiiu th** usurpation of Cromwell^ we wiire a 
nation ol'p^illnl-Hin}{«TK; which is tht; Ix'st reason [ 
can ;!ivr tor tlu* inundation (if bawdy Hongs that 
poured in upon un at tim resturation: for though the. 
kiwz nnd Ins t-ourt wcnr indctati^uhh: iu tiiepropa- 
^'ati(»n ot' wantonnrsM (and v.vvry body knows how 
upt men ate to copy the niunnciH of a court) they 
would lia\4' lound it a vory hard task to debauch 
tiic uhoh* kingdom, if it liad not been a kingdom of 
«;nthiisiaf«tit. 

Anotliur, though loss miiM'hievous good 9ort fjf^ 
wan la he, wlioupon every occasion, or upon no oc« 
canion at all, is teaxing you with anviCB. Hiis 
g4'nth*nuin is gcneriilly a very grave personage^ who 
ha]ipening either to have outlived his passions, or to 
have been tunned without any, n.*gulates all his ac- 
tions by th(^ rule of prudence, lie visits you in a 
niorninu, and Ik sorry lo Iwar you call those iiersons 
your trit ikIs who kipt yon at the KingVarnis butt 
ui^ht after tiic dork bad struck twelve, lie tellfl 
you of an acquaintance of his, of a bundnid oiul 
two years old, who was never up after sun-setting, 
nor a-b(*d after sun-rising. lie informs you of thosf* 
meats which aro easii^sl c)f digir^tion, pres<'ri))C8 wa- 
ter-gniel for }uur breakfast, and harangues upon 
the poison of nmde dibiies. lie knows who caught 
a fever by going up<»n the water, and can tell yon 
of a yonnu lady who had the rheumalisni in all her 
limbs by wearing an India persian in the middle ot 
( ktoUr. If at a jovial nn»eting of friends, you hap- 
\)VM to have <lrank a singl<> ^hiss too much, he talks 
to you of (b'opsicK and intlanunuticms, and wonders 
that a man will buy pleasure in an evening, at the 
hazard of an head-ach in tlie merning. '1 but su<'h 



ft person may really be a fsood ^ort of a vran, and 
tbat he may give his advice out olpiirc humanity, 
I am very ready to allow; but I cannot help tliink- 
iRg (and I am no advocate for intemperance) that 
if it was not now-and-then for giving ])nidenfe the 
slip, and for a little harmless playing the fool, life 
. would be a very insipid thing. 

A third goc;<f «or/ of man, is one who calls upon 
yon every day^ and tells you what the people say of 
you abroad. As how * Mr. Nokes was very ^varnl 
lo your praises, and that Mr. Stiles at:»roed with him 
•in opinion; but that Mr. Roe and iSlrs. Doe, who 
by the by pretend to be your friends, were conti- 
nually coming in with one of their ill-natured ifs. 
But thev are like the rest of the world. You have 
a thousand enemies, though you do nothing to do 
serve them. I wonder what could provoke Mr. A. 
to fell upon you with so much violence before lady 
B: but then to hear Mr. C. and Miss D. who are 
ttnder such obligations to you, join in the abuse, 
wa5 what, I own, I did not expect. But there is no 
smcert^ among us: and I verily believe you have 
not a mend in the whole world besides myself.' 
Thus does he run on, not only lessening you in your 
jOwh opinion, but robbing you of the most pleasing 
satisfaction of life, that of thinking yourself esteem- 
ed by those with whom you converse. If you hap- 
pen to be in any public character, the LfOrd have 
mercy upon you I for unless you can stop your ears 
to the croakings of these ravens, you must be mise- 
rable indeed. There are very few good sort of men 
that are more pernicious than these : for as almost 
every man in the world 4s curious of knowing what 
another thinks of him, he is perpetually listeninc; to 
abuses upon himself, till he grows a hater of h\% 
kind. It is for this reason that dissimulation i>; 
'Oftep to be ranked among the virtues v for if ever>^ 
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iiiaii of your arqiiaintuiice, insUad of assuring yoa 
<)i his €»tefiu and n'piird, was to tell you that he did 
nut run* a straw for you (whirh twenty to one is the 
tnith) tlic niotivrs tt> l^eiic^oloiice would be entirely 
dvstruyed; and tliou<>ii the ' loving those that hate 
us ' b(* a prf-ce)>t of chribtianity, it would puzzle me 
tu iKiHHf u ( hribtian of my acquaintance, who hsi 
|>icu'f enough U) pructisc it. 

A i'uunh good sort of a man j and with whom I dmll 
t*om'lud(* thid pa|>ery u the man of ceremoxy. But 
im tlib rharacrtiT is drawn from the life by one of 
mv corri'iipondt.'nts wlio tias felt the inconvenience 
ot ii, 1 siiuJl give il to my readers in his own words. 

Mr. FiTz-AoAM, 
I bflong to a club of \'ery nonest fellows in the 
riiv, ulio ni«H.'t once a wm^k to kill care and be in* 
noct'iilly nirrry. livery one of us used to siniz his 
urn*! or tt:ll his story for the enUTtaiument of hb 
friends, and to l>e good-naturedly jocose upon the 
foibles of the company. Hut all our nierrinient h is 
l>t(>nat a stand for some time, by the adini&sionof a 
new member, who it see^ms is a person of very fine 
liKF.KDiNc;. Vou mu«t know that he is our supe- 
rior in fortune; from which considi^ration we shew 
him a great deal ofn?spect. At his entrance into 
the <Iuli room we all rise from our cluiirs, and it is 
not till he has paid his compliments to each of us 
scparat(*ly, and kept ns 8tan<ling for n(!ar a quarter 
of an h(nir, that he entreats us to be s(?ated. lie then 
hopes we are all perfectly well, and that we caught 
no colds that day fl(;*nnight by walking hf)me from 
tlie<lub; for that the night was foggy, or it was 
rainy, or it was cold, or it was Kometliing or 
other, that gave him a good deal of pain till 
he saw us again. After we have all made our 
hows, and assured him of our exceeding good 



faeslthsy the inquiry begins after our ladies and fa- 
milies, lie issiwaysso unfortunate as to forget the 
mtmber aiid names of our children, for which he 
most heartily begs pardon, and hopes the dear little 
creatures^ whom he has not the pleasure of know- 
ingy will forgive him for his want of memory. The 
finishing this ceremony generally takes us up about an 
bour ; after which, as he is the first man of the club, 
it is necessary, in point of good manners,, that he 
should find us in conversation; and to say thetrutii, 
since his admission into our society, we have none 
of us a word to say, unless it be in answer to 
his inquiries. And now it is that we are enter- 
tained with the history of a dinner at lady i'id- 
iud's, at which were present lord and lady Laven- 
der, Sir Nicholas Picktooth, and a world of polite 
company. He names every dish to us in the order 
it was placed, tells us how the company was seated, 
the compliments that passed, and in short, every 
lliing that was said ; which, though it may be called 
polite conversation, is certainly the dullest I ever 
heard in my life. By this time we generally begin 
to look upon our watches ; a bill is called for, and 
afler a contention of about three minutes who shall 
go out last, we return to our homes. 

Tliis, sir, is the true history of our once jovial 
club ; and as it is not impossible that this well-bred 
gentleman may be a reader of the World, I trouble 
you with this letter, and entreat your publication 
of it; for with so much good-manners as he is 
undoubtedly master of, he will absent himself frpm 
our society when he knows how miserable he has 
made us. 

I am, Sir, 

Your very humhle scrcant^ 

FraXCIS IhSARTY. 
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I iiAVp. devoted to-day '» paper to the miscellane- 
ous productions of such of my correspondents as, in 
my own opinion, arc either whimsical enoii0i| or 
witty enough, to be entertaining to my readers. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

I urn an Englishman and a Patriot, but na* 
thcr a FuKEiioLDEa nor an Independent Wiiio. 
I urn neither a Craftsman nor a Fool, but a 
Frcethinker, and a Plain-dealer; a steady 
Champion for virtue, and a 8haq> Protester 
against vice. 

I am a daily Inspector of my neighbours ac- 
tions, and take a Monthly Review of my own; 
yet do not assume the title of Censor, or Guar- 
dian; being contented with the ofKce of Moni- 
tor or Remembrancer. My enemies neverthe- 
less will call mc rTatler, a Busybody, au Im- 
pertinent, &c. 

I am a great Reader, and a Lover of polite 
literature. I am sometimes an Adventurer 
abroad, sometimes a IIamrlfr at home, and rove 
like the Bee from Mus;eum to Mushum, in quest 
of knowledge and pleasure. 

I am an Occasional Writer too; in a fit of 
gaiety I am an Hu^iourist, in a fit of seriousness 
a Moralist; and when I am very angry indeed, I 
scourge the age with all the spirit of a Busbt. 

Jo conclude, I am not an idle Spectator, but a 
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dose Examiner of what passes in the World, 
and Mr. Fitz-Adam's 

Admirer and hvwhle servant^ 

Philocosmos. 

This letter puts me in mind of the following ad- 
Tcrtisement in a late Daily Advertiser. * Whereas 
Thomas Toovey, snuffman, who is lately removed 
from the blackamoor's head iu Piccadilly to the 
shop, late the crown and dagger, three doors lower, 
and hopes for the continuance of his friends custom" 

^And there it ends. I should have been more 

obliged to my correspondent, if after his Whereas 
that he was an Englishman, a Patriot, a Free- 
holder, &c. he had thought proper to inform me 
to what purpose he was all this. But I have the 
pleasure of hoping that this epistle is only an in- 
troductory discourse to a larger work ; and as such 
I have given it to the public without addition or 
amendment. 

Sir, 
If it would not be meddling with religion (a 
subject which you liave declared against touching 
upon) I wish you would recommend it to all rec- 
tors, vicars, and curates of parishes, to omit the 
prayer, commonly used in the pulpit before sermon, 
the petition for Jews, Turks, and Infidels. For 
as tlie Jews, since a late act of parliament, are justly 
detested by tlie whole nation ; and as it is shrev/dly 
suspected that a bill is now in agitation for natura- 
lizing the Turks, wise men arc of opinion that it is 
no business of ours to be continually recommending 
such people in our prayers. Indeed as for the 
Infidels, who are only our own people, I should 
make no scruple of praying for them, if I did not 
know that persons of fashion do not care to. hear 



t!!*'!!!"' 1v( H uamff] h<> \ory ]iarticu1ar1y in tlic face 
fit tli<' ( ''ri^r«*i!:i:ioii. I havf; (he honour of an ac- 
f|iiiiirit.iti««- ^vith n larly of vrry finn undfrhtuiidin*^ 
%ilio iishiiit'H iij*' thiit the Hliovr-iijfrntioncd prayer \m 
uli-oliiti-ly a't tcrnlilc to hf;r (in lK>iii;( churched in 
piiMir : far iImI ih«' ii<:vrT hcur^ the Word IvriDKL 
iii'ittioiM'd fiotii tlM* pulpit, without faiicyifig bcrftdf 
tlif Ht-in- of th<- wholi! rahhlc of liclirrveri. 

Ah it if r«rtfiiiily the duty of ach'rgyroan toavoid 
ftivMi^ o(Ti-ii(<- tohiM piirifthionfTH; and an our hatntd 
in i\if .fi.uf, our ahtrniH alnnit thr; Ti7Rk.% andthft 
iii'id«':^tv of p( I .f>iiH of rpjality, an; not to he OT«;r- 
roiiH', I h'-^; thiit you will hr;t only innrrt thiH Irttcr 
in tlir WoKi.n, hut that you will al.HO^ivrit an your 
opinion that tht^ pi'lition hhould he onjitted. 

I aui^ Sill, 

Your moHt humble $erxant^ 

I. yu 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
Now th*' tlirjitr*H arf oprn, jmcl the town i* in 
lii^hf\[>(rr tilt ion orsri-inr^ I'a NTOM I HKA pfrfomifd 
to ihf: (^rfiitf-'t arlvantat;'', it would not Ik: inipro- 
pfr if you would ^ivf \\% a paper upon that snhjiH't. 
Voiir pr'-d«n -Aor the Spectator, and the Tatlcr fje- 
fon- liiru, used frefpir-ntly to anirmirlvert upon thpa- 
triral fntr-rtainiri' iitH; hut an tho«if; gentlemen had 
ijo t.ilcnfK for I'avtomimk, anrl were partial to 
hnrh «'iitfrt;Liiinif-ntsaH th^m%elvr» were ahle to pro- 
dor:*-, th' y tn^ited th«: nobler conipoKition*) with un- 
warniutahh* frrerloni. I hippy is it for um, that wf! 
11 vr in an ;i;'e of tahtk, wh*ii the dumb clo- 
i\\V'urr, anrl nriiiual wit and humour of IlAULt' 
c^riN is jiiHtly preferrerl to the whining of tragHv, 
or the vulj^arity of eoniedy. Ihit it /^rieveji me, in 
uti ent'Ttaiiiinerit ho near perfertioii, to ohjiervft 

certain inddicacieH and indccorunUi which| tho•i|;^ 
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they never fail of obtaining the approbation of tlie 
galleries, must be extremely offensive to the polite- 
ness of the boxes. The indelicacies I mean, are, tlie 
frequent and significant wrigglings of Harlequin's 
tail, and the affront that Pierot is apt to put upon 
the modesty of Columbine, by sometimes suppo- 
sing, in his searches for her lover, that she has hid 
him under her petticoats. That such a supposition 
would be allowable in comedy, I am very ready to 
own ; the celebrated Mrs. Behn having given us in 
reality what is here only supposed. In a play of 
that delicate lady's, the wife, to conceal the gallant 
from her husband, not only hides him under her 
petticoats, but, as TruUa did by Hudibras, straddles 
over him, and, holding her husband in discourse, 
walks backwards with her lover to the door ; where 
with a genteel love-kick she dismisses him from his 
hiding-place. But that the chaste Columbine 
should be suspected of such an indelicacy, or that 
Pie ROT should be so audacious as to attempt the 
examination of premises so sacred, is a solecism in 
Pantomime. Another impurity that gives me al- 
most equal offence, is. Harlequin's tapping the 
Beck or bosom of his mistress, and tlien kissing his 
fingers. 1 am apprehensive that this behaviour is a 
little bordering upon wantonness ; which, in the cha- 
racter of Harlequin, who is a foreigner, and a 
fine gentleman, and every tiling agreeable, is as ab- 
surd as it is immodest. 

When these reformations can be brought about, 
every body must allow that a Pantomime will be 
a most rational and instructive entertainment; and 
it is to be hoped that none but principal performer^ 
will be suffered to have a part in it. How pleased 
will the town be this winter to read in one of the ar- 
ticles of news in tlie Public Advertiser, * We hear 
that at each of the theatres royal there is an entire 
new Pantomime now in reheaxsaX, awd xXi^ >$rv\\Ov- 
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pal part'' iiro to Ix' prrforni'Ml by Mr. Oarrick, Mr. 
Wondwiinl, Mr. Mossop, Mr*. Cii)l)er, ami Mrs. 
l*riu-har<l. At l>rurv-I,aiii»; ttiul at Covent-Oardcu 
by Mr. Oiiiii, Mr. Lmi, Mr. Barrv, Miss No»«iter, 
&c.' It i!) not to he douhtrd tlmt a rAXTOMiMB 
bo m'tf'fl MrouI<l run thnnij|!li a whoH; season to the 
|>olit***^t as \fell :ih iiioht croucU'd audience. Indeed, 
i liMVc (it't«*ii wondrrt'<i at the good -humour of the 
town, th;it tlifV can l)eHr f o Hce night after night to 
eU-p\t\i an fMitfrtainment with only one performer 
in it of rf-al ri'])utation. 

It was very well obsi*rve<l by a person of quality, 
* 'I'liat if Mr. Addition, Doctor Swift, and Mr. Pope 
were alive, and were uiiitedlv to write a PakT6- 
MIME evL'ry winter, provided Mr. Garrickand Mn. 
Cibber were to do the principal parts, he verily be- 
lieved there would not be a hundred people at any 
one rout hi town, except it was of a Sunday.' If it be 
from no other consideration than this, I am for 
having Pantobiimks exhibited to the best advaa- 
tage : and though we have no such Wits among as 
us his lordship was pleased to name, we are reckon- 
ed to have as good Carpenters as any age has 
produced; and I take it, that the most striking 
beauties of Pantomimic al composition are to be 
ascribed to the C4RPF.NTF.R,more than to the Wit. 

I am, Sir, 
Your conttant reader and mofft humble ierrant, 

8. W. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

A JUHTLY-admired poet of our own times, speak- 
ing in reiereuce to his art, tells us, that 
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7>m wit ti naim-e to aeivantugt Jrfss*if, 

What oft was ibou^Lt, but nt er sa nudl expreiCd, 

The same, it is presumed, may be said of almost 
every kind of writing. Europe is at present so 
much enlightened, that it is Iiurdly possible to strike 
out a single notion absolutely new, or which has 
never been touclicd upon by somebody before us. 
Religion, philosophy, and morality in particular, 
have been so thoroughly canvassed, that such sm 
would treat upon tliose subjects now, have scarce 
amy thing left ihcm, but to set some beaten thought 
ill a different light, and like a skilful cook, endeavour 
to make the fare of yesterday palatable again to- 
day, by a various dressing. If it can be got down 
and digested, there are always hopes of its convey- 
ing some nourishment ; and whether it be taken for 
turtle, or venison ; pheasant, or moor-game ; beef, 
or mutton, is not a fartliing's matter, so it be re- 
lished by the guests. Whether I am possessed of 
any part of this skill, nmst be left to tlie decision of 
each person's taste. All I dare engage for is, that no 
unwholesome ingredient shall entc^r into my compo- 
sition ; and if, on the one hand, it should be insipid, 
on the other, it shall be as harmless as a bit of dry 
bread. 

But to my subject. The comparison of man's life 
to a journey, and the conclusions usually drawn 
from ihcnce, are not the less true for being trite and 
«:onimon. When we reflect, tliat to be excessively 
anxious for the wealth, honours, and pleasures of 
this transitory world, is just as ridiculous as it would 
be to torment ourselves because our accommoda- 
ti<;ns at an inn (which we are to quit the next morn- 
ing') :±re not sulliciently sumptuous, the aptness of 
the allusion stares us in the face : the assent is ex- 
torted while the mind dwells upon it: and people 
cj every persuasion, however they may disagree iiv 



Wi WON i.t*. N* 44. 

iillirr tirfi|iii«ihfiitB,f nhiiir III IIiKmm \u MM^lrrvKlnil 

Vi i Ik n lit till ¥fr frcc-thlilct II10 f n^ t»t hiMi, wUh i4 
fefiMl III •! iiptiii**, tnhiMui$l MiM figuir iti ti pjima^ltui 
Mftiiif fniprtittM vhiii timiiHff'of wufi hrnii^j tttt'l, m« 
il ti liitMlilvliiififJiivf't II*. iiiir tiiPtiiotln* Nfci chll Uiiiitd 
W'ltt. Ill III*- iiiitlti<i timl iffiif PiiiviiN iiiffci i tmt9t*'\yt 
Ml III* Ml i|iii3iiiiiii 111 'I h AftiMt'ii'M'lIri llial «f/mmf/M 
/if>/fW/if fill lliiQ 1 iiK llii- ((tiivi*. A li|-all»r|| ( «i|||f} t<-|| 
tiB, lliiMliU III! alllinilflr ||l'M«Mf|i ll«-B Ml nut U'Hi 
liiil llitit tv< (.'mIiIiIv kllitiiliU- nvc-l il, III tli«- (HirQiiit i4 
Imlilili « i ;ii llirqt' wi- U'alliW hII Olir fttif iMMflift P^ 
rifintic. (Ill ii|||i-| Itiic iilily tiififilf-hl y^iclire, 

Hill fl Hi< Mir •Hiitli<lrtlr« III rnihrM fin fliia t^W' 
run 4 I. Ii'Im ily, iiihI hIiM II Ml llir Utitiir llMlfi l*<N«la l/y 
II111 ciiHMillirRl tt'till t«f UtP I >»|.(r.fc'IMI.« l|i»^ Utti 
fe|i'|i cli'ihlill" in fjifiiiivri kvImI llmt ie, V/|i|( )mi|'- 

iiiitii q iilli) I ^.1 imli « il nillj lift ll lb ||M« lly ||f«|.l,rc)- 
lU lli.il I virif 1 iiiillitll«^Q filitiliM |MMiriil.|y |ii|i»tli|i \\,tl 
fittliir liinul. Ill iiB iro^ilvP hi lllivt^ fiiil llif^ ug- 
If^tt ■aeiti 

'I liiii )itihiiliiihiiiia 1. 1 »-vf t y Klli'l liir « ti)illii| t nr 
Hint: III 1 II A »• irfl. II I 1 I V . fi|it-iik« ltc( 11 hill ll fllit/ 
nijMMi ciiifii ciiiiliity III flui f I fi Diiil llir 1 i«tiiMM#il 

IiilMlll Ifctll (4||Milti Itlfii:! Ill lllt-er' jiflil < f-fl, 19 
'ntlU- I eiiv« ///!««/ fil Hirer. |<ii il •^unl. j.jmi, 
Ittii , mill iiid iii|'C iiifi< »' If*^ «'«! < |i|' '1| ll iQ till ^i.iiii i| 
IIhiI ll ■•/ <4i^<iH U'Q I'l ftficiiily I nil Iff-- ifii»t^/iii< /I, 
V liM ll MM imt iuiily flriltii ili(r. Iti'iii IIim mttyU- 

Vli ( 

'I lit* llilMilliiliUi Ml . A<l>lie"fi, III tmt-nii III:: ; .| i i |<« 
|ll|q, flUlllMdlQ (Mllh Mll'l Mill* l<^lll. M<: Hi^ 'ilil/ 'V>ll 
IiiIiImIiU I'MiIikIiic III I If tr. it fU' I' lM » 44 li'il K iL 
IfifC litM lull i| I'l I iiliilii V> I I tilQ eii|i(||iif )n'l{.'Mi« i.< : 
lltiq 1#( Mi{; MM M ly III! «.>-ity In |.Mf t r |||ij | |'|<|fif »4 

lli< I'M III ^.|Ml|ll III, III -.lii'ii'i ulninel < v » y *filiir 
»^ift t^fi tti y^u\U ilu/ifi. AihI iv*) I"! Htlii-lciM, 1) ifii.y^ 
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I think, without much torturing the argument, be 
placed to the same account. 

But let us first try the truth of this proposition, 
upon actual or practical vices, as distinguished from 
speculative errors ; and thence discover to what de- 
gree they maybe said to hold of this ladyparammmt ; 
consequently, how far we are indebted to her for 
the miseries which fill the world with complaints. 

Sickness, pain, fear, want, and intemperance, 
have already been excepted, as productive of dis- 
orders in the soul, which derive not immediately 
from this origin : at least, it can hardly with pro- 
priety be said, that a person is proud of a disease, of 
cowardice, or of indigence; though it has been 
observed, that some have had the preposterous 
folly to glory in being lewd, a drunkard, or a 
glutton. 

Whether human nature be capable of bearing up 
with chearfulness and indolence against these evils 
(from what cause soever arising) is a question fo- 
reign to the present business, which is to excite 
every thinking person strictly to examine the cata- 
logue of vices, one by one; and then to ask his 
own heart what lesemblance they bear to the proli- 
fic parent here assigned them ; and it is presumed, 
that noticing more is necessary than the holding up 
the progeny to view, in order to ascertain their 
descent. 

It may be gathered from the most authentic tes- 
timony, that her first-born was ambition; broug*ht 
to light in the days of your namesake Adam, and 
ever since, whether clad in a red coat, and armed 
with a cymitar and firebrand, or in the more gen- 
tle habit of a statesman, courtier, beau, lawyer, di- 
vine, &'c. still confesses the kindred in every feature 
and action. It is not very material in what order 
the subsequent issue were produced, ^\i\. n}ca.\. 

VOL, xxvj. y 



tii\ V, Imtrod, niit1i('«% tyrutiiiy, anger, implacability, 
n M'li^c, rriirlty, iiiipaticiu-t', obbtinucy, viulciici.*, 
tHMi lifiy, in^irnititiiflr, H-ll'-l<>\fyUvaricey profuMun; 
t(iL;fllicr with the biiialliT ^huutK, dctructioii, iiiiper- 
tiiH'iirt', lo(|uui-ity, )H'lulaiic<s uU'cclation, &c. do h11 
(k'livi* iViiiji tills MAT i:r famili^., will, I }>or8uiide 
iii\M-If, iiinsi «'vi(itntly uppL'ur to acuriouH observer. 

'I'o ciiiiiiicnitc tht> iiitiiiilc diborderb and caluini- 
tii s tlial dispel M> th( in clvfh from this root, intrude 
into f\ cry phicc, and are incubsant plagues to iiuii- 
\i(UiaN, a.s wi 11 as to society, were an endless ta»ic. 
Who hiiall tell the secret pangs of tJie heart in 
uhiih she is phifited? Hut her baleful influence is 
fli!>r(>rnal»le, wlierevtrr two or thrcv are gathered to- 
gether . Fa en at the altar, and wliilst the tongue, 
in <:oniplian(!e with tlic ritual, is uttering the most 
huniiliatini: epithets, you shall perceive her incon- 
bistently tnckt^d out, and by a thousand fantastic 
iiirs, attracting the worship of the assistants, from 
the Dkitv, t<* iier^elf. 

'J'rai f\ h<r tVoni the court, into the city; and tlu-re, 
from till- wrnerai trader, to the reUiiler, mechanic, 
and pedlar; thence into the country, from the 
f<(|uir«',t() the larnier and day-labourer: descend as low 
HA to the S(:avenj;er, chinniey-»wceper, and night- 
man; still, through all their dirt and lilth, you nmy 
occaKionally discern her. 

Nor is iicT PA RENTAL dominion confined to the 
( limales or nations called civilized. Travel to the 
p(deH, or into the burning zone; among theBramius, 
Iranians, and Facquars ; among the Iroquois, Cani- 
bals, and Hottentots; even there shall you meet 
with the o])erations of this imumum mohilk. \> hut 
but the arrogance of i^upcrior merit, instigates the 
iirst of these to assume a right of domineering over 
the consciences of their fellows, and danniing the 
2»ouls of those who dilfer from theoi ? Aud for th« 
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Hottentots, who thjit reads the accounts of the in- 
solence with which th^y torment, before they eat 
.their enemies, can doubt whether they are actuated 
by hunger or haughtiness ? In a word, from the feudst 
that lay waste whole kingdoms, down to tjie sickly 
spleen which devours the slighted coquet, or the 
fine lady superseded in lier piace, we need look no 
further for the author of the gviefs which poison our 
peacie. 

In relation to matters purely speculative, none 
who are ever so little conversant in them, can be at a 
loss for numerous instances of the havock made 
with learning, truth, and religion, by the dogmatical 
imposition of hypotheses and systeftis, invented by 
men of more power than knowledge ; and the no 
less arrogant prohibition of new lights, wliich might' 
detect the fallacy, or otlierwise clash with an as- 
suuied all-sufficiency. Hence was the asserter of 
the Antipodes persecuted in the inquisition. Hence 
all the mischiefs arising from enthusiasm, hypocrisy, 
bigotry, and zeal. Hence — but I am entecing into 
a field too wide for the limits of an ordinary epistle. 
Vet having mentioned the possibility of accounting 
for atheism by the same way, I shall here only appeal 
to your readers, whether that man is simply a fool, or 
if he must not necessarily be a very cokce^tsd 
fool, who says in his heart there is no God ? 

And now, sir, should it be asked to what purpose 
this epistle ? or where the remedy ? it is answered, 
that the utility of such a discussion (which for th^ 
sake of the World, I could heartily wish had beei^ 
more accurately handled) must be obvious ; for by 
this means the hydra being reduced to one head, it 
becomes a more compendious task to cut off that 
one, than to vanquish a legion successively spi out- 
ing out from different stems : or, to change the allu- 
jiioii, the riecipe, instead of applying to U\ft vcA.vc^^ 

y 2 
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variety of symptoms, might be comprized in two 
words, BANISH Pride; as indeed this disease, 
pregnant of so many others, is most emphatically 
cautioned against m six words of Holy Writ — * 
Pride ivas not made for mak. 

I am. Sir, &c. 
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Necte coronam 



PosTiBVs — — • Jwr, 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

1 HERE is hardly a greater instance of ill-nature, 
or a more certain token of a cruel disposition, than 
the abuse of dumb creatures; especially of those 
\vho contribute to our advantao^e and conveniencv. 
The doing an ill office to one who has intended us 
no liarm, is a strong proof of inhumanity : but iiii- 
kiiidness to a benefactor is both inhuman and un- 
grateful. 

But it is not my intention at present to animad- 
vert upon our barbarity to the animal creation : if 
you will accept of so unworthy a correspondent, I 
may take another opportunity of sending you my 
thoughts upon that subject: the business of this let- 
ter is only to vindicate from reproach a poor inani- 
mate being, vulgarly called a Post, which evciy 
body knows is held in the lowest contempt, yet 
whose services to mankind entitle it to a very hiiili 
degree of regard and veneration. 

* As stupid as a Post,' is a phrase perpetually 
made use of. If we want to characterize a fool, or 
a man absolutely without an idea, the expression is» 
4 
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* as stupid as a Post/ * As dull as a Beetle,' is r. 

term I have no dislike to ; nor have I any great ob- 
jection to * as grave as a Judiie/ which I have con- 
sidered as a synonymous phrase, ever since I saw 
an old gentleman in company extremely angry at 
feeing told he looked grave ; when it was obbcrved 
by a third person, that grave in the dictionary was 
tide DULL. But though it is admitted that thf idea 
of dulness may be illustrated by a Beetle, and the 
idea of gravity by a Judge, I positively deny that stu- 
pidity and a Post have any similitude whatsoever. 

It is well known, tliat the ancients, and more espe- 
cially the Egyptians, the wisest nation of them all, 
paid the greatest degree of veneration to several inani- 
mate things. Almost all vegetables were considered as 
gods, and consequently worshipped as such. Leeks 
and onions were particularly esteemed ; and there 
was hardly a garden to be seen that was not over- 
rmi with deities. Now I own that I have no such 
superstitious regard for a Post, as to recommend 
its deification ; nor am I for making it minister of 
state, as Caligula did his horse ; I only think, that 
when it is undeservedly branded into a proverb of 
contempt, common justice requires its vindication. 

In former ages, how much Post^ were esteemed, 
appears from what Juvenal says of them : 

OrntfUur PosTES, et frrandi jafwa lauto: 

where we see that they were crowned with laurel. 
Virgil likewise, in describing the destruction of 
Troy, says, 'that the women in the height of despair, 

Amplexaque tenent Pastes, atjue osculafigunt; 

without doubt to take an affectionate leave of them. 
And old Ennius, knowing that they were in some 
measure sacred, employs no less a person than the 
Goddess Discord herself to demolvsti t\\eia\ 

T 3 
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Dlscordia tetm 



Belli ferratos Pos T E S^ portasque ref regit. 

But before I consider the service of Posts to 
mankind in general, I shall take this opportunity of 
acknowledging the obligation which I have person- 
ally received from one of them, and which may very 
possibly biass me in favour of the whole fratiTiiity. 

I was travelling very lately, where I was enlireiv 
ignorant of the road, in a part of England too far 
from town for the common people to give that ra- 
tional direction to a stranger, which they do in an<i 
about London; and too near it, as I afterwards 
found, not to relish strongly of its vices. Coming jU 
last to a place, where the road branched out into 
different paths, I was quite at a stand, till seeing a 
country fellow passing by, I enquired the road to 
Bisley. * To Bisleyl' says he, scratching his head, 
and looking up in my face — * Where did you come 
from, sir ?' I was nettled a good deal at the fellow's 
useless and impertinent qucistion, especially as it 
bt^gan to grow dusk; however, that I might ctt 
what histruction from him I could, I satistii.*d him. 
He then, after having attentively looked round the 
country, and informed me I might have come a 
nearer way, gave me to understand, * That he could 
not well tell, but that I was not above two milts 
from it/ P — X take the fellow! says 1, he is as 
stupid as a Post, and rode on: butlhadliardlygonc a 
hundred vards before I discovered a Post, which 
very good-naturedly held out his finger to shew uie 
the road, and informed me in a ftjw words that I 
had still three miles to go. I followed the advice of 
this intelligent friend, and soon arrived at the end of 
my journe}', ashamed and vexed at the ingratitude 
I had been guilty of, in abusing so serviceable a 
guide. 

If a man reflects seriously with himself, as I did 



then, he will find that Posts are very far from be- 
ing so stupid as they are imagined to be. I may 
safely venture to assert, that they have all negative 
wisdom. They neither ruin their fortunes by gam- 
ing, nor their constitutions by drinking. Tliey keep 
no bad company; they never interfere either ia 
matters of party or religion, and seem entirely un- 
concerned about who is in favour at court, or who 
out. Though I cannot say that their courage is 
great, they never sufter themselves to be affronted 
unrevenged ; for they are always upon the defen- 
sive, though they seldom give the challenge. Drunk- 
ards they have a particular aversion to; nor is it 
uncommon for a man, though the fumes of wine 
may have made him insensible at night, to feel the 
effects of their resentment in the morning. In short, 
they seem devoted to the service of mankind; 
sleeping neither day nor night, nor ever deserting 
the station which is assigned them. One thing 1 
o\vn may be justly laid to their charge, which is> 
that they are often guilty of cruel behaviour to the 
blind; though I think they amply repay it, by lend- 
ing support to the lame. 

I could enumerate several sorts of Posts, which 
are of infinite service; such as the Mill-post, the 
Whipping-post, the Sign-post, and many others: 
I shall at present content myself with making a few 
observations on the two last, the Whipping-post, 
end the Sign-post. 

If to put in execution the laws of the land, be of 
siny seryice to the nation, which few I think will 
deny, the benefit of the Whipping-post must be 
very apparent, as being a necessary instrument of 
inch an execution. Indeed the service it does to a 
country place is inconceivable. I myself knew a 
man who had proceeded so far as to lay his hand 
upon a silver spoon^ with a desig;ci to isva2&^ *v^ ^^^ 
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owii ; but, npon looking round, and seeing a WniP- 
^iWG-POST in his waj, he desisted from the theft. 
Wliether he suspected that the Post would impearfti 
him or not, I will not pretend to determine; soine 
folks were of opinion, that he was afraid of a Ha- 
beas Corpus. It is likewise an infiedlible remedy for 
all lewd and disorderly behaviour, which the chair- 
man at sessions generally employs it to restrain. 
Nor is it less beneficial to the honest part of man- 
kind, than the dishonest: ibr tliough it lies immedi- 
ately in the high road to the gallows, it has stopped 
many an adventurous young man in his progress 
thither. 

But of the whole family of the Posts, I know 
hone more serviceable than the Sigjt-rost, which, 
like a bill of fare to an entertainment, always stands 
ready without door, to inform you what you are 
to expect within. The intent of this has been verv 
much perverted, and accordingly taken notice of by 
your predecessor the Spectator. He was for pro- 
hibiting the carpenter the use of any sign but his 
saw; and the shoe-maker but his boot; and ^ilh 
great propriety; for the proverb saj-s, ne svtor uitrd 
crepidam. And indeed it is reasonable * every shop 
should have a sign that bears some affinity to the 
wares in which it deals :' for otherwise, a stranger 
may call for a yard of cloth at a bookseller's, or the 
last World at a linen-draper's. But when these' 
things are adjusted, nothing can be of greater ser- 
vice than a Sign-post ; inasmuch as it instructs a 
man, provided he has money in his pocket, how he 
may supply ajl his wants ; and often directs the 
hungry traveller to the agreeable perfumes of a sa- 
voury kitchen: from w^hence it is ima^ned that the 
coniiiion expression comes, of smelling a Post. 

Thus;, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you see how much we are^ 
indebted to these serviceable things^ called Posts:* 
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aiid I think it would be a great instance of your 
goodness, to endeavour to correct the world's in- 
gratitude to them ; since it is grown so very noto- 
rious, tliat I have known several, who owe all they 
have to a Post, industrious to undervalue its dig- 
nity, and make its character appear ridiculous. 

I am, Sir, 
Your most humble servant^ 

W.R. 
N, B. All Posts of honour, Posts in war, letter 
Posts, and Post the Latin preposition, though 
they spell their names in the same manner, are of a 
quite different family ; nor do I undertake to plead 
in their behalf, knowing that most of them are in 
too fiourishing a condition to stand in need of an 
advocate. 
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To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

When a rich man speaketh,' says the son of 
Sirach, * every man holdeth his tongue; and lol 
what he sayeth is extolled to the clouds: but if a 
poor man speak, they say, Wliat fellow is this ?' I 
had a mortifying opportunity yesterday, of experi- 
encing the truth of this observation. 

It is not material that I should tell you who or 
what I am ; it will be enough to say, that though I 
dine every day, and always make my appearance in 
a clean shirt, I have no thoughts of offering myself as 
a candidate for a borough at the next general elec- 
tion, nor am I quite so rich as a certain man of 
fashion, who took such a fancy to me this summer 
in the country, as hardly to be easy out of my com- 
pany. 
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vir»l«f ; v.hilhir I wa** r-»i||rf| ii|>riii \,n-.iui •*• M/'jii ;il« 
it r : iifi'l li.iMii/ ii'ffivr-rt M ;.'riifi':il liiMf'ition to )ji4 
f.ilil*-, F Willi v'-i'Tfliiy lo flinr* with liim, I'ynu ui'f 
III mi;/ • hi'Wii into the parlour^ I fdiitirl tiiiii kiftii.;; 
villi two voiih}^ ^'i iitl/-iri«-ii, ^^ho, tux I fiff#"t w.'ifU 
1< ;Miit, ^^»■r«• |»»'i»i*jfi« nl ^'Hiit r|ii:ilitv, ;il»'l wli'», \it- 
Utii' I ^v:^ hi/f In -ll rinwfi, r'liti-rc'l ilito ti '-.liort v.lini- 
|)' r Willi lilV fll'lirl, wliuh r onrjiirlcrt With :l hruiiH 
fcl.iM' in IliV f.M ', .'IM'I the WoMt * I tll'fil^fit Ml/ i;l- 
l« frj V ith 11 ( MM li-«r ' fiiitr iiijity loii'l r-noiii/ji for fiii 
tn ti»:ir, 

I w:ii :i lilflr rip rrnirir t'fl lit fJiin hilmvioiir, but 
Vf:r. Ill i.oriM" iiir:i>iiM* r« li^'vrr! by ii im-*.-n^'.f :i f«"v 
initiiit'i iirtrr, tlint 'liiim-r wtmiiifon lli«- t:ibl»-. W" 
\v(-i(* r,ooii fii'.'itfrl iirfoirlin^ to form; iiii'l n» tii" 
f onvrr^iition wnn n\tftn gt'Ui'.itd milijfr t*^, f'l t;illi''r 
iipoii no i-.iitij«'r t :it all, iiiirl nn llic fi:iMii;^ f.oiiiithiii^ 
to r-.ay fiiiiM<-n n. iniitt to nit riti-irr in iiiii ' liiiii, I 
now iinH tliMt ittli iiiptrrl to put in a worH, but I 
f'liiiirl f burl not Ijir f.'/ir;f| ffjitiinf* to ni:ik«' lny^^'H 
b'Mi't. 'Ill'- pl;tv liou-r:-. Iiiipprtiin^' to III- iiii nttoii"!, 
I a- \.t t\ \t IV ii-.pi ( llnllv li ;iiiy tliin^ ni-vv \v;i:-. to Mt 
I liiliilcrl I Ins -.rji'mi } I'pon wbir fi it v/jn 'ib'-^rv'-'li 
' III it till' \'.iiiti-r \v;l^ I onii- in upon \\n all ;it on'.'', 

;ili'l Ibiit Ifirr* li:i«l l»i rn jri* ni Mvl''-paik oi U'-'i' 
fi:i|f iiri iti( li IliK I'. !' I pon niv fili'iirl'". t;!!* tri{f ri'>' 
fiir tli.it llnii* li;i'l III »fi u v«-iy j'i'Tiit f'Oiirt tlh'it 
iiMHiiiii;,', I tool, iirr .-I'lfin to Inrpilti' how tlir kllij^ 
fli'l ' v.lii*ri it v..i*i i»mii«"|i.il» Iv M'tiiniki*'! *lliattli*" 
fipi'r:i tlii«j 'i.iMUi V. on III ir|t;iirilv br a vi-iv I'l'tiA 
orn .' A-. I V :i;. ;i profiMcfit III rmi' ir, nnil ii lil'ii'l 
to till- It.iliun op« r;i, I liopi <| to \ti'. atti-i/li"l 
to, by i-MMii;; soim* iljini' in bivoni of p.tt t'\t"jiiid 
nn irili it:in»rnMi» ; but In Ion* I bml pion-i-'l'-'l 
thton|'h h:ilf a «' nli-iu i. tlii i orr.i r" .ii ion tool; ;iii'i- 
fill ; lUiJi, un«\ V\. v.-.vv. Mu^miiuon-ly ;i-r«:i-'|, • tli:it 
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my lord Somebod/s Greenland dog was the finest 
of the kind ever seen in England/ It was eow high 
time for me to have done ; I tlierefore contented 
myself witli playing the dumb man till the <:loth wa9 
removed, and then took my leave. 

At my return to my lodgings, I could not help 
thinking that it was not absolutely impossible for 
great men to be very ill-bred ; but however that 
matter may be, I shall eat my dinner at the chop- 
house to-day, notwithstanding I have just received 
a card from my friend, to tell me, * that he dineg 
alone, and shall be quite unhappy without me/ 

I am. Sir, 
Your most humble servant, 

F. B. 

Bath, October the 29th, 1753. 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

Among the many inventions of this wise and po* 
lite age, I look upon the art of not knowing people to 
be one of the greatest. But for fear the term should 
be a little too- technical for many of your readers, I 
shall explain it at large. What I mean is, that per- 
sons of distinction shall meet their inferiors in pub- 
lic places, lind either walk, sit, or stand close at 
their elbows, without having the least recollection 
of them ; whom, but a week or a day before, they 
have been particularly intimate with, and for whom 
they have professed the most affectionate regard. As 
you liave taken no notice of this art, in all proba- 
oility the professors of it have escaped you ; but as 
I have lately been the subject of its fullest exertion^ 
I beg leave to trouble you with a few words upon the 
occasion. 

I am a clergyman of some fortune, though no pre- 
fi^rment \ and knowing that I had many friends at the 
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Bath this season, I came hither last week to enjoy 
thf pleamre of their conversation. The xnorniDg 
after my arri\'al I took a walk to tlie piimp-room« 
where I had the honour of seeing a noble lord, a 
barunct, and some ladies of quality, with whom I 
was very well acquainted ; but to my great surprize, 
though I stood at the distance of only two or three 
yards from them, I did not perceive that any one 
of them knew me. I have dined several times with 
his lordship, have frequently drank tea with the la- 
dies, and spent two months this summer with the 
baronet, and yet am throwing myself in their way 
every morning, am sitting next them in the rooms 
every evening, nay, playing at cards with them at 
the same table, witliout their having the least re- 
membrance of me. There is also a very genteel 
family in the place, in which I have been so ex- 
tremely intimate, that, according to the song, 

/ have drank nvitb the futbtr^ bavt talk*H with the motbtTf 
Havt romp'H wi$b the siut'y and gam" d tuitb tin htotbtr ; 

but, for what reason, I know not, unless it be in 
imitation of the lords and ladies abovrmentioned, 
with whom they happened to be acquainted, I do not 
Und that any one of them has the least knowledge of 
me. 

I have looked in the glass above a hundred times, 
from a su8]>icion that my face must have undergone 
come extraordinary change, to occasion this total 
want of recollection in my friends ; but I have the 
satisfaction to find that my eyes, nose, and mouth 
are not only remaining, but they stand, as near as I 
can guess, in the very individual places, as when my 
friends knew me ; and that their forgetfulness is al- 
together owing to this new-invented art; an art, 
which it seems none but persons of fashion, or a few 
very genteel people who have studied under them, 
ray make themselves mtisters of. But it is an art 
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-: tbsX will undo me, if a living which my friend the 
Boble lord has been so good as to assure me of, 
should happen to become void while I am in this 
place ; for how can I suppose that his lordship will 
g^ve that to an entire stranger, which he has so long 
f^o promised to ^n intimate ac(]|uaintance ? 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant J 

Abraham Adams. 

I have taken the first opportunity of publishing 
these letters, not from a conviction that the writers 
of them havB any cause of complaint, but from a de- 
sire of removing false prejudices, and of doing jus- 
tice to the character of great people. As for the 
son of Sirach, whom the first of my correspondents 
has thought proper to quote, every body knows that 
his writings are apocryphal ; and as to the matter 
complained of, namely, that a private man cannot 
make himself heard among lords and great folks, it 
is the fault of nature, who it is well known has 
formed the ears of persons of quality only for hear- 
ing one another. My other correspondent, who js 
piqued at not being known, is equally unreasonable ; 
for he cannot but have observed at the play-houses 
ai^d other public places, from the number of glasses 
used by people of fashion, that they are naturally 
short-sighted. Jt is from this visual defe^, that a 
great man is apt to mistake fortune for honour, a 
service of plate for s^ good name, and his neighbour's 
wife for his own. His n^emory is in many instances 
83 defective as his sight, benefits, promises, and 
payment of debts, are tlntiffs that he is extremely 
liable to forget. How then is it to be wondered at, 
th^t he should forget an acquaintance ? But I have 
always observed that there is a propensity in little 
yoh. XX vj, 2 
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people to speak evil of di^i i: d that vvfaere 
real errors are wanting (wluch is caie at present) 
tbey will tlurow out their invectives against natnral 
detects, and quarrel with the deaf lor not hearini 
theni, and with the blind for not seeing them. 

I could go near to write a whole pan^aph ia 
praise of great men, if I was not restrained by the 
consideration, that of all thingis in the world, they 
liate flattery. 
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To Mr, Fits-Ada M. 

Sir, 

DiBi-siGHTSD as I am, my spectacles have as* 
sisted me sufficiently to read your papers. Permit 
me, as a recoinpence for the pleasure I have re* 
ceivcd from them, to send you an anecdote in m} 
family, which till now has never appeared in print 
I am the widow of Mr. Solomon Mvzzy ; I am 
the daughter of Ralph Pumpkin, Esq; and I am 
the grand-daughter of Sir Josiah Pumpkin, oj 
Pumpkin-hall iii South-Wales. I was educated, witli 
my two elder sisters, under the care and tuition oJ 
my honoured grandfather and grandmother, at the 
hall-house of our ancestors. It was the constant 
custom of my grandfather, when he was tolerably 
free from the gout, to summon his three grand- 
dauj;htors to his bed-side, and amuse us with th« 
mobt important transactions of his life. I took 
particular delight in hearing the good old man il- 
lustrate his own cliaracter, which he did, perhaps n&\ 
without some degree of vanity, but always witl: 
a strict adherence to truth. He told us, he hopec 
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we would have children, to whom some of his ad- 
Tentures might prove useful and important. 

Sir JosxAH was scarce nineteen years old, when 
he was introduced at the court of Charles the se- 
cond, by his uncle Sir Simon Spaurowgrass, 
who was at that time Lancaster herald at anus, and 
in great favour at Whitehall. As soon as he Iiad kissed 
the king's hand, he was presented to the duke of 
York, and immediately afterwards to the ministers, 
and the mistresses. His fortune, which was considera- 
ble, and his manners, which were extremely eleg.int, 
made him so very acceptable in all companies, that 
he had the honour to be plunged at once into every 
polite party of wit, pleasure, and expence, that the 
courtiers could possibly display. He danced with 
the ladies ; he drank with the gentlemen ; he sung 
loyal catches, and broke bottles and glasses in every 
tavern throughout London. But still he was by no 
means a perfect fine gentleman. He had not fought 
a DUEL. He was so extremely unfortunate, as ne- 
ver to have had even the happiness ofaRENCoux- 
TBR. The want of opportunity, not of courage, had 
occasioned this inglorious chasm in his character* 
He appeared not only to tlie whole court, but even 
m his own eye, an unworthy and degenerate Pump- 
kin, till he had shewn himself as expert in opening 
a vein with a sword, as any surgeon in England 
could be with a lancet. Thmgs remained in this 
unhappy situation till he was near two-and-twenty 
years of age. At length his better stars prevail(;d, 
and he received a most egregious affront from Mr. 
Cucumber, one of the gentlemen-ushers of the 
Privy-chamber. Cucumber, who was in waiting 
at court, spit inadvertently into the chimney, and 
as he stood next to Sir Josiah Pumpkin, part of 
the spittle rested upon Sir Josiaii's shoe. It was 
^n that thetrue Pumpkin honour arose in blushe% 
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VlK)n his cheeks. Me turned upon his heel, 
home immediately, and sent Mr. Cucui smacU* 
lenge. Captain Daisy, a friend to each pwtj, mC 
only carried the challenge, but adjusted tbepraw 
naries. The heroes were to fi^t in Moor-iicUi^ 
and to brinp fifteen seconds on a sidc^ Punctoaliy 
in a strong mstance of valour upon these occasioHi 
llie clock of St. Paul's struck seyen^ just when ths 
combatants were marking out their groundyandcsck 
of the two-and-thirty gentlemen was adjusting ham* 
self into a posture of defence against hu advenuy. 
It happened to be the hour for break£ut in the hos- 
pital of Bedhun. A small bell liad rung to smnmeo 
the Bedlamites into the gr^at gallery. The kecpot 
hud already unlocked the cells, and were briogyig 
forth their mad folks, when the porter of BedhuBf 
Owen Macduffy, standing at the iron-gate, and 
bt '.holding such a number of armed men in the midst 
of the fields, immediately roared out, * ^re, murder, 
swords, daggers, bloodshed!' Owen's voice was 
always remarkably loud, but his fears had rendered 
it still louder and more tremendous. His words 
struck a panic into the keepers ; they lost all pre- 
sence of mind ; they forgot their prisoners, and has- 
tened most precipitately down stairs to the scene of 
action. At the sight of naked swords, their fean 
increased, and at once they stood open-mouthed 
and motionless. Not so the lunatics; freedom to 
niadnion, and light to the blind, are equally rap- 
turous. Ualpii Rogers the tinker began the alarms 
His brains had been turned with joy at the Restora- 
tion, and the poor wretch imagined that this glorious 
set of combatants were Roundheads and Fanatics, 
and accordingly he cried out, * Liberty and pro- 
perty, my boys I down with the Rump! Cromwell 
and 1 11 ETON are come from llcll to destroy us. 
^ome; my Cavalier lads, follow me, and let us 
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r.knock out thcfir brains/ The Bedlamites immcdi- 

'.ately obeyed, and with the tinker at their head, 

.leaped over thebalisters of the stair-case, and ran 

" wildly into the fields. In their way they picked up 

some staves and cudgels, which the porters and the 

'. keepers had inadvertently left behind, and rusiiing 

forvrard with amazing fury, they forced themselves 

oatrageoHSly into the midst of the combatants, and 

in one unlucky moment, destroyed all the decency 

and ord^c with which this most illustrious duel had 

begun; 

It seemed, according to my grandfather*s obser- 
vation, a very untoward fate, that two-and-thirty 
gentlemen of courage, honour, fortune, and quality, 
should meet together in hopes of killing each other, 
with all tliat resolution and politeness which be- 
longed to their stations, and should at once be 
routed, dispersed, and even wounded, by a set of 
madmen, without sword, pistol, or any other more 
honourable weapon than a cudgel. 

The madmen were not only superior in strength, 
but numbers. Sir Josiah Pumpkin and Mr. Cu- 
cumber stood their ground as long as possible, 
and they both endeavoured to make the lunatics the 
sole objects of their mutual revenge, but the two 
FitTENDS were soon overpowered, and no person 
daring to come to their assistance, each of them 
made as proper a retreat as the place and circum-* 
stances would admit. 

Many of the other gentlemen were knocked down 
and trampled under foot. Some of them, whom my 
grandfather's generosity would never name,, betook 
themselves to flight in a very inglorious manner. 
An earl's son was spied clinging submissively round 
the feet of mad Pockltngton the taylor. A young 
baronet, although naturally intrepid, was obliged to 
conceal himself at the bottom oi Y\.1^l^\^ ^k.*^^^ 

2 a 
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ujiplf !<tal1. A 5hrO[)bliire squire of three tliouiaod 
)Miiili(i«>u Ycur, wiiin diiK'0\crcdchin deep. and alnioii 
ktillffl ill Flett-ditt ii. Kvfii Captain uai^y him- 
Kilf \^iu louiid in u milk cellar, with vi»iLle markf 
of fi'iir and ( oiihtcrimtion. Thus ended this iiiau- 
»{>i( i«aih (iuy. Ihii ilie mailmen continued tlieir out- 
r.i;:tit niaiiv duvit id'tcr. It wu» near a week before 
tilt y win: all rctiikcn and chained down iu their 
i( lU. During that intcrvul of liberty, tliey com- 
mil ted inaiiy oflciihive pranks througliout the citiet 
of f^tiidon and WcstniiiiHter; and my grandfather 
liiiiiM-lf had the llli.^fortunc to see mad Rogers 

I otiif: into tlio Queen's drawing-room, and spit in a 
due 1i<'>h's fa^.i*. 

Siuli uiiioiTiieen disasters occasioned some pru- 
d«-hl rt^gulalions in tlie hiws of honour. It was en- 
a<-t4'd that from that time, six combatanU (threeoa 

II >i(U') nii;;Iit be allowed and acknowledged to con- 
tain Mirh a (juantityof blood in their veins, as should 
If ^iillirinit tfj .satisfy the highest affront tliat could 
b<: «»irrnj(l. 

Atti'iv^arrls, upDii the matiirest deliberation, as 
my t'laiidfatlK r aHsurrd me, the number six was re- 
(liirt'd it) four; two principals and two. seconds; each 
h( (-Olid waH to \)V tin' triioHt and best-beloved friend 
that hi^ principal had in the world: and these se- 
coi.rls wc'i-r! to <i|jht, provided they declared upoa 
raih, that they had no manner of quarrel to each 
(>th4-i : for tin; cuiions of honour ordained, that in 
ciihc tin: two .s(.'<-on(is hiul the least heat or animo- 
hity oiic uiiainst tlic other, thfy must naturally be- 
came j)iiiicipalM, and therefore ought to seek out 
for stjcondb to thcnibclvcs, 

lliiMji;; told you a \ciy r(?markable event in my 
graiidf.ithcr'h life, alniobt in tiis own words, and 
lindin^ that tlie htory has rarri(;d me {)erhaps uUo 
toci ^real a leu^^U oV VA.VniT^\Ave\\\\vA.vMiu.tionK)iiifl 
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curious facts relating to my father, aiid to poor dear 
I Mr. Solomon Muzzy, of whom I am the unfor- 
^ tunate and mournful relict. But i have at least the 
s; honour and consolation to be, 

Sir, 

Your constant reader, and 
- most humble servant, 

> Mary Muzzy. 
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Though the demand for this paper has fnore than 
answered my expectations, yet the profits arising 
from it have not been so immense as to enable me 
at this present tii!ney to set up the one-horse chair 
v^hich I promised myself at first setting out. For 
uhich reason, and for certain private objections, 
which I cannot help making to a post-chaise or a 
hii'ed chariot, when I am inclined to make an ex- 
cursion into the country, I either travel on foot, or, 
ii" the distance or the weather should make it ne- 
eessary, I take my place in that sociable and com- 
municative vehicle, called a stage-coach. Happy is 
t|ie man, who without any laboured designs of liis 
own^ finds his very wants to be productive of his 
conveniences I This man am I; having met with 
certain characters and adventures upon these ram- 
bles,^ that have contributed more to the enricliing 
my stock of hints towards carrying on this work, 
it^ Would have ever presented themselves had I 
drove along the road admiring the splendor of my. 
own equipage, or lolled at my ease in the hired 
one of another* 
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htMXtf of HiAM clwnictors aod idventurat bid 
MvMuurM ^Niftins now in thflMi Mfayfv if tb« (Uiire of 
oUiKing my cormpofwlcuU, «ft«iatud by a modatcy 
piiculiar to niyMtlf, Tlmt of ttiinkinm tiut produetioiii 
of othfru to Us nliaoNt as vuliiabli; an my </wn« had 
not inclined iiw (if I muy N|N?ak tlio latiguagc of 
traHir) U) turn faitor for my friendiit and to trade 
by conunifuiion ratliisr than, to do buMneM imtirely 
on my own account. And in rarryin^ on thi» com* 
nifirc'i!, I liavfi vaunnlind ilm natiiifaclion of my cui- 
Unnv.rn^ a» w«Jlua my vwn interest: for though I do 
not prciriul tii no nuich hunnlity an abiiolutely to 
allow Uiat any other trader can M;nd tucb goocu to 
niarkia iifi my own, or^ to drop tlict aUuiiion« tluU 
iUvrv in 11 man now living who ciui write mo wittily^ 
HO wifMfly, and m learnedly aa myfielf ; y«t the pro* 
clurtiouN of many will pmbalily tiavct morn variety 
than tlioM) ofa ftin^^hf |M*rson, irvf*n though that single 
|>i;r«ion Hlioitld l;e niyMslf. Hut I hav(* Mill antronger 
n'iiHoti for giviiiu; pliuf to corrcNpondf^nt*! ; it in tii*? 
htroiig |fn){M*hHity which I hitvi? ulwityn found in my 
miliin; to roiniiiniiir;itit huppinftwi, Kvery l^jdy 
known, at Icfiht f:v(?ry wriU'r, with what innnit<; nn- 
titfactioM it mail m'ch hitni««'lf in print. For my own 
part, 1 hhfill n«:vi:r ittiyyX tin* Mittt< ringn and liintft- 
hcfttingn I felt upon tht; honour thtit wan doiii* me 
niimy yitsirh iif.;o hy thtt itnlhor of th*? (ii;ntl(tman'ii 
nifipii/inc, ill publihhin^ .t nong Ut riirlia, which wan 
i\w. itrni i)i my romponitlonn. Indccrl there wan a 
MtiHJl inroiiv«rni<tM'<) lUtcnding the iilcanure at that 

J):irtirij|ur tinnt; for itn my finaiiccn wi;re a litth^ 
ow, 1 ahiioht minted niymtlf hy ihf; many rrptraf*'! 
Jmn'-Ho/ciin wliif^h I bought of thtit nuigii/ine to dii* 
ttibijU: among my fricndn for their wonder and a^l* 
miration. And hi:nc(.s if I wahinhante to nK up an 
#'r/'ifpapM*, would urine another motivi: to the innert- 
ittj^ lilt: liitlern ot coit^ivvuujiviv^^'vXiNjX Vk^wfLr^ ^)«'^ 
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^:uniary consideration is of small weight, when 

* looinpared with the pleasure of communicating hap- 

. pinessy I have given it but little of my attention. 

One thing. I must request of my readers before I have 

- done entirely with this subject, which is, that if it 

should enter into their heads that I have laid before 

c::: them a dull paper, they will please to impute it to 

the abundance of my good nature, and not to any 

^ laziness in my disposition, or deficiency in my 

^j^. judgment. 

r- But to return to my country excursions. I was 
^ coming to town from one of them this week in the 
__ Windsor stage-^.oach, which, as we passed through 
r:: Brentford, stopped to take up two of the fair-sex, 
inhabitants of that genteel place, one of them at a 
collar-maker's^ and the other at abreeches-maker's^ 
The collar-maker's ladj, who was a person of very 
fine breeding, wished the breeches-maker's lady 
joy of her coming abroad after her lying-in, and 
Excused herself by illness for not having waiud 
upon her on' tlie occasion : to which the breeches- 
maker's lady answered, in the politest manner ima- 
ginable, * that she should have been extremely glad 
to have seen her, but that she sent cards to none of 
her acquaintance, as indeed there was no occasion ; 
for that,' excepting herself (meaning the collar- 
maker's lady) she had been visited at her sitting up 
by all the Quality of Brentford/ 

The Quality of Brentford fixed myattention 
to these ladies; and during so short a journey as to 
Hyde-park corner, where I made my compliments 
of departure, I acquired so much knowledge in the 
affairs of Child-birth, in Thrushes, Red-gums, and 
the management of the month, that 1 shall hardly 
decline a debate upon those subjects with the most 
experienced nurse at thelyinjj-in hospital in Brown- 
low-0treet. 



As there are few circumstaaees: too trmlW 
furnish useful hints to a considcnute mil d, al Sif 
return to mv lodgings I conld not helplookingvfai 
this boast of the breeches-maker^s wifo, con uiA g 
the number and grandeur of her Tisitors, nsmelfi 
Ihat they were all the Quality of B&BVTfoit^ 
to be exactly of a piece wit& the vanity HiatpoflBeMi 
almost every individual of mankinds 

To mention a stage-coach oiiee more; wheli 1^ 
there that has travelled in one, but must have heart f 
it observed by the most ordinary of the paasengBii "^ 
that this was the first time in their lives that IhSf 
ludever suffsred themselves to be orouded into so 
Boean a carriage f For my own^part^ 1 have always 
vemarfced it^ tbait within half a dosen nules af te 
end oi our journey, if there has been a fine-speieeB 
lady in the coachy . though but a eomtry shop" 
keeper's wife, who imagined herself a stranger to tfte 
company, she has expressed great anger and asto* 
nishment at not seeing the chaise, the chariot^ or 
the coach coming to meet her on the road. To 
what is this vanity owing, but to the desire of being 
thought in her own person, one of the Qvalitt w 
Brentford? 

If we look into the city, and observe the eating 
and drinking of almost every common tradesman; 
the strut of the husband in his gown and hood upon 
a lord mayor's day ; the extravagance of the wife 
in dress, furniture, and servants ; their parties to 
Vauxhall and Sadler's wells; their visits and en- 
tertainments; the question will occur, whence are 
all these vanities, but to see and be seen by the 
Quality of Breictford ? 

The fine gentleman, whose lodgings no one is ac- 
quainted with; whose dinner is served up under 
cover of a pewter plate from the cook's shop in Por- 
fid^e Island; and whose annuity of ^ hundred 



ounds is oiade to supply s laced suit errrj year, 
ad a chair every evening to a rout; returns to 
is bed-room on foot, and goes shivering and sup- 
erlese to rest, for the pleasure of appearing among 
eople of equal importance with the Quality of 

>B.£NTFORD. 

The confectioner's wife, who lights up her rooms 
ftth wax candles, and pays for them with the card 
loney; who borrows chairs, tables, and servants of 
ler neighbours; who sweats under the ^sitigue of 
k>iiig the honours of her boose, and who is almost 
tifled to death by the mob she has invited ; has no 
>iher gratification from her folly, than the idle boast 
>f having brought together to her rout all the 
Quality of B&entfo&d. 

But to take characters in the group, why is every 
ordinary mechanic, every pettifogging attorney, 
every clerk in an office, every painter, player, poet, 
and mittidan, or, in short, why is almost every man 
one knows making a show b^ond his income, but 
from a desire of being ranked among the Quality 

of B&SNTFO&D. 

i shall conclude this paper with a short letter, 
which I received two days ago from a correspon- 
dent, who, if lean form any judgment of hu rank by 
his manner of writing, must be one of the Qua* 

JLITY of BeENTFORD. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
I am no enemy to humour and irony and all 
that, but I cannot help thinking that you must have 
sipent the chief part ot your time among low people ; 
and this is not only my own opinion, but the opi- 
nion of most of the persons of quality with whom I 
converse. If you are really acquainted with the 
mam^rs of upper life, be so good as to convince us 
<if Uf by, copying its language, and drawing ^<i>u ^ 
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ture characten from that inexhaoidbleiouittrai^^^ 
politeness and enteitaininent. - "-V)^'^ 

lam, •f|^>'^' 

Your friend and «c/J*«dk^\WiQ^ 
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T'houoh I am an old fellow^ I am neither sonritf 1 
silly enough yet, to be a snarling laudator temjftrti 
actij and to hate or despise the present ag^ becitfi. 
it is the present. I cannot, like many of my oontev 
poraries, rail at the wonderful degenertu:p taid esh ^\ 
ruption of these titnesy nor, by sneering complimaii 
to the ingenious^ the sagacious^ moderns, mtimatl 
that they have not common sense. I really do not 
think that the present age is marked out by any nev 
and distinguished vices and follies, unknown to for* 
mer ages. On the contrary, I am apt to suspect 
that human nature was always very like what it is at 
this day, and that men, from the time of my great 
progenitors down to this moment, have always had 
in tbem tlie same seeds of virtue and vice, wisdom 
and folly, of which only the modes have varied, 
from climate, education, and a thousand other coo* 
spiring causes. 

Perhaps this uncommon good-humour and in- 
dulgence of mine to my contemporaries may be ow- 
ing to the natural benignity of my constitution, in 
which I can discover no particles of envy or ill- 
nature, even to my rivals both in fame and profit, 
the weekly writers; or perhaps to the superiority of 
my parts, which every bpdy must acknowledge, and 
which places me inrii>itely above the mean senti- 
ments of envy and jealousy. But whatever may be 
the true cause, which probably neither my read* 

5 



^9. WORLD. 56". 



^^ *ior I shall ever discover with precision, this at 

\j^^t is certain, that the present age has not only 

^^^^ honour and pleasure of being extrcm(dy will 

"^^^li me, but if I dare say so, better tlian any that I 

-^^^e yet either heard or read of. Both vices and 

^^^es are smoothed and softened by manners; 

^2^d though they exist as they ever have done, yet 

.^^€ former are become less barbarous, and the lat- 

^w^Jess rough. Insomuch that I am as glad as INIr. 

-J^oltaire can be, that I have the good fortune to 

"ive in this age ; independently of that interested 

Consideration, that it is rather better to be still 

^liye, than only to have lived. 

This ray benevolence to my countrymen and con- 
'^emporaries ought to be esteemed still the more 
^Meritorious in me, when I shall make it appear that 
llo man's merit has been less attended to, or re- 
"^'arded, than mine: and nothing produces ill-hu-r 
tiiour, rancour, and malevolence so much, as neg- 
lected and unrewarded merit. 

The utility of my weekly labours is evident, and 
their effects, wherever they are read, prodigious. 
They are equally calculated, I may say it without 
vanity, to form the heart, improve tlie understands 
ing, and please the fancy. Notwithstanding all 
which, the ungrateful public does not take above 
three thousand of them a week. Though, accord- 
ing to Mr. Maitland's calculation of the immber of 
the inhabitants in this great metropolis, they ought 
to take two hundred thousand of them, supposing 
only five persons, and one paper to each fami ly ; 
and pillowing seven millions of souls in the rest of 
the kingdom, I may modestly say, that one million 
more of them ought to be taken and circulated in 
the country. The profit arising fron> the sale of 
twelve hundred thousand papers, would be some en- 
Vol. xxvi. a a 
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couragement to me to continue these my laboun 
I'or tlu^ bt'iu'lit of mankind. 

I iiave not yd had the least intimation from the 
ministers, tliat they have any thoughts of calling 
mt' to thrir assistance, and giving me some collsi(i^ 
riihlo employment of honour and profit; and hav- 
injz had no such intimations, 1 am justly appreliec- 
bive that Tliev have no such intentions. Such inli' 
mationti uein;; always long previous to the perfonn- 
anrt\ often to ilie intentions. 

Nor have 1 been invited, as I confess I expected 
to be, by any considerable borough or county to 
represent them in the next parliiuncnt, and to df- 
fend thi ir liberties, and tiie Christian rehgioo, 
aiiainst the ministers and the Jews. But I think I 
ciui account for this seeming slight, without murtio- 
cation to my vanity and self-love; my name beinga 
pentateuch name, which, in these suspicious ainl 
doubttid times, savours too strongly of Judaisiu; 
though, u})onlhe faith of a Christian, I have notllio 
least lendemv to it; and I must do Mrs. Fit/- Adam 
(who I own lias some iuHuence over me) the jus- 
tice to say, that ^he has the utmost horror fur those 
saiiiiuinary rites and ceremonies. 

Notwithstanding all this ill us.ige (for every ni.v.i 
mav be iiistlv said to be illumed, wlio is not rev^arJe.i 
ucLurdiiiL; to his own esilmatijn of his own merit) 
wiiicli 1 tcel aiid lament, I cannot however call tiiu 
present aL'c names, and brand it with degentravj}. 
Nature, as 1 have already observed, being always 
the same, modes only varying. With modei^, tlic 
»i -2 n ill cation of words also varies, and in the cour>e 
of those variations, convey ideas very diilerent from 
those which they were originally intended to ex- 
press. I could give numberless instances of this 
kind, but at present 1 shall content myself witli this 
single one. 
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The word hotiour, in its proper signification, 
doubtless implies, the unitefi sentiments of virtue, 
truth, and justice, carried by a generous mind be- 
yond those mere moral obligations which the laws 
require, or c^n puni*»h the violation of. A true 
MAN OF HONOUR will not content himself with 
the literal discharge of the duties of a man and a 
csitizen; he raises and dignifies them into magnani- 
mky. He gives where he may with justice refuse; 
he forgives where he may with justice resent; and 
hi» whole condm-t is directjed by the noble senti- 
ments of his own unvitiated heart; surer and more 
scFupulbus guides than the laws of the land, which 
being calculated for the generality of mankind, 
xxHist neccesariiy be more a restraint upon vices iu 
generaly f^ian an invitatiofl and reward of particular 
virtues. But these extensive and compound no- 
tions ©i' HoxoiTR have been long contracted, and 
reduced to the single one of personal courage. 
Among the Romans, h on- our meant no more than 
contempt of dangers and death in the service, whc- 
tler just or unjust^ of their country. Their suc- 
cessors anc^ eonquerors, th« Goths and Vandals, 
who did not deal much in complex ideas, simpli- 
fied those of HONOUR, and reduced them to this 
plain and single one, of fighting for fighting's sake, 
upon any, or all^ no matter what, occasions. 

Our present mode of honour is something 
more compounded, as will appear by the true cha- 
racter which I shall now give of a fashionable man 

of HONOUR. 

* A Gentleman, which is now the genteel sy- 

* A Gentleman, is every man, who with a tolerable suit of 
cloaths, a sword by his side, and a watch and snuff-box in his 
pockets, asserts liimself to be a gentleman, swears with ener- 
gy that he will be treated as such, and that he will cut the 
tbroat of any man who presumes to say. the contrary. 

A A 2 



nonjincmttennforft MAV of BO«oVft,imMt»lilt 
hb Gothic ancettorit b« ready for And rather dm^ 
rout of a fiiagle combat* And ithy^ proper degree 
uf wrongheitflrdnete he provoket it« ne m onlj m 
much tlie more jealoua of bb Bono ue, aod flMW 

of aOlNTLaMAV. 

I le may lie with impuiit^» if be b neither de- 
tected nor aoctsted of it: for tt b not the lie he teih^ 
but the lie he b told o^ that ditboDOun bin. b 
that case be demonfttntei hb veracitv by bb ewonly 
or hb pistol, and either kilb or b Julbd with te 
greatest HOMoua. 

He may abuse and starre bb own wifB^ daidk* 
tersy or sisters, and he nMgr seduce those of omr 
men, particularly bb frimids, with inviolato w^ 
HOUR) because, as Sir John Brute vei/ juetl|f ob«> 
serves, ke wettn a mofi. 

By the laws of uoirouE he b not oUiged to piy 
bis servants or hb tradesmen ; for as they are a 
pack of scoundrels, they cannot without insolence 
demand their due of a gentU'Dian: but he must 
punctually pay his gaming-debt* to tlie sharpen 
who have cheated him; for those debts are really 

diibtS of HONOUR. 

Il(! lies under one diMp^rceable restraint: for he 
must not client at piny, unless in a horiie-match: but 
tlien h« may witli gn;at iioyov.. defraud in an of- 
fice, or betray a truHt. 

In public af)kir8,b«3 may, not only with hovour, 
bfit even with some degree of luhtr f, be in tlie same 
seftsion a turbulent patriot, oppoHin^; the best mea- 
luires, and a servile courtier, promoting the worst; 
provided a very lurrativo couHideration be known 
to be the motive of liis conversion; for in that case 
tlie point of lioxouii turutt singly u|Km the ^lom- 
tum. 

From these premises, which the more they are 



Bf* 49i V o E L D. 2Sg 

'cMMlsidered the truer they will be found, it appears, 
til at there are but two things, which a man of the 
nicest honovk may not do, which are declining 
single combat, and cheating at pla}'. Strange ! that 
VIRTUE should be so difficult, and honour, its 
9i:q>erior, so easy to attain to« 
• The iminformed herd of mankind are governed by 
iPtrrdB and names, which they implicitly receive 
witliout' either knowing or asking their meaning. 
JSiwen the philosophical and religious controversies, 
Jbr^tbe' last three or four hundred years, have turned 
much more upon* words. and names, unascertained 
andimtsunderstood'y than upon things foirly stated. 
Tfia polite world, to save time and. trouble, receive, 
adapty and* use words, in the signification of the 
d&y ; not having leisure nor inclination to examine 
and' analyse them: and thus often misled by sounds, 
and^not always secured by sense^ they are hurried 
irtto-iutal^ errors j which they do not give their un- 
derstandings fair play enough to prevent. 

In explaining words, therefore, and bringing them 
back to their true signification, one may sometimes 
happen to expose and explode those errors, which 
tb«i abuse of them both occasions and protects. 
May that be the good, fortune of this day's paper ! 
How many unthinking and unhappy men really 
take themselves to be men of honour, upon these 
mistaken ideas of that word ! And bow fatal to 
others, especially to the young and unexperienced, 
is their example and success in the world 1 I could 
heartily wish that some good dramatic poet would 
exhibit at full lengtli and in lively colouns, upon the 
stage, this modish chahacter of a man of honour, 
of which I have but slightly and hastily chalked the 
outlines. Upon such a subject L am apt to think 
that- a good poet might be more useful than a good 
preacher, as perhaps his audiences viovAjiXi^ xsNartvjv 

A A a 



tuiitioroufly and liit matter more attended toj 

liekiiltti, 

f'fmut trriHni amumtt d*miitn ptr murem 
lf»tt iili trmiil tf*i%tatui* 

V. S. To prcvnit iiiiHtukofi, I muft obm^rve Uiat 
there is a htvhI dtflriTciice betweoii u Man of no- 
KoiiR, and u Pehkok of honour. By Pkrhovi 
of no NOV R wore iiieaiit in the latter end of the last 
century, had autliort and poets of noble birth, wlio 
were but junt not fools enough to prefix their tiamef 
in great letters to tlte prologues, epilogues, and 
sometimes even the pluys with whicli they entertain- 
ed the public* But now that our nobility are too 
generous to interfere io tiie trade of us poor pro- 
fessed ilutliorsy or to eclipse our perlbrmaoces by 
tlie distinguished and superior excelkiicy and lustre 
oftlieir's; the meaning at prftsent ofaPsasovof 
JIONOUR, is reduced to the himpjue ideaofaPjut- 

•ON of lULLUHTUIOUS BlRTII. 
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if/ fua tantafmt Romam tibi cMUia vUlemii^ 

To Mr. 1'itz-Adam. 
Sir, 

J iioir(;ii I nm 11 roMHtniit inhabitant of thin town, 
whirli is daily prodiK-in^ Honic n(;w improvenirnt in 
the pohti! (Uid elcLTMiit iirts, in which 1 intercHt my- 
self, perhiijm ton dci^ref; ot'cnlliiiMiusni, and hnve al- 
wiiyH 11 thousiuid reiisonH thr not l<'iiving it a mu)i}i*. 
ihiy; yet 1 riinnot hi-Ip still luruHling my friends, 
ypoti their firut ardval from the country, with the 
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usual question at this time of the year, * Well, siry 
what brings you to town ?' The answer has always 
varied according to the circumstances of the person 
asked : ' To see the new bridge ; to put ^ son to 
Westminster ; the inns of court, the army, &c. To 
hear the new opera; to look out for a wif<fe; to be 
in fortune's way at the drawing of the lottery ; ta 
print a sermon ; a novel ;• the state of the nation^ 
&c. &c.; to kiss hands for an employment; to be 
elected fellow of the Royal Society; to consult 
Doctor Ward ; to be witness for Mf s. Squires/ In 
short, the reasons given are infinite, and I am afraid 
tfie detail has l>een already tedious. But I must 
observe, that the most general motive of the men 
has been to buy something they wanted, and of the 
ladies to. buy something they did not want* 

This year, indeed, that general reason has given 
place to another, which is not only general but 
universal ; for now, ask whom you will what he is 
come up for, he draws up all his muscles into a 
most devout gravity, and with an important solem- 
nity answers you, ' To repeal the Jew bill.' This 
religious anxiety brings to my mind the political 
zeal, no less warm or uhiversal, in the year ten. I 
remember I then met with a Welch collier who 
asked me for a halfpenny, telling me he was starving 
here, as were his wife and children two hundred 
miles off. As I knew him by his dialect to be of a 
good family, I expressed to him my surprize that he 
would leave his principality to come into a country 
where they paid so little regard to the antiquity of 
his house, or the length x>f his pedigree; and desired 
that he would tellme why hecameto London. He im- 
mediately swelled with all the pride of his ancestors, 
put his arms a kimbow, and answered, * To pull 
down the French king.' 

But the worst reason for coming to lAi^dsyo.'Ccw'aX 
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I «vcf biAid b m? Hfii, WW gi^mmt k«t dlplit iit«^ 
ifUt by m young lady of iho ao«t groooful 4|in«l 
ovtrtoholdt it wm« ' to Imito hor thopo oltmid lo^ 
th« taodvni fiMiwit.' That » lo My, to Imivo her brtMte 
coniprMMMl by a llftt« ttTHit liii«» which i» to oiltii 
cfOM-wiM from ihoiikf ar lo ibouldar, and alao to dt* 
itttiid, utall in • ttraii lioot b soch m manoor, that yw 
•ball not bo abfe lo proiMNMoo what Itii thit]iiii« 
iMsnU tha uMial taparing of Iha waitt I t&^AmHp 
wbeii 1 taw tbabaautiful Agjara that waa to bo io dt* 
firrtni'd by.liia •tay-makar, I waa aa much ahoriMi^ 
a» if 1 had been toM that iha waa oona to doUinar If 
thoaa aiiiaaled nvowui of baaolv to tho aa>|gaoo^^ 
Lborrow my Usmrntrma gMdaoinip which now hl^ 
deed furnistiea Iha moat praanaot and osaltodcn- 
preujonsof any icience in beitig«— -And Ibia Mam 
til my mind the only inttanco that can giiro aaol^ 
qualo idfia of my concernf Let tia aunpoaeMr* 
Browne tbould, in any one of the many Elyiittmiha 
Imn made, seo the oM terraaaet riM again and maftk bia 
iitifJiiliiting knowl», or itraigbt rowa of cut tree» ob« 
Miirr l)i<i noblent configuraiiont of scenery* \Vbf» 
lonl Burlington saw tlie rebuilding of 8U Paul's br 
Hir C. Wren* ilie rrmemhrance of tlie front which 
liiifi \}e^.t\ drKiroyc*(),and his partiality to the worb of 
Ills admired Initto Jonr Sf drew from him the follow- 
ing ( iUition. * When the Jews saw the second tern- 
\}U\ tliry wept/ 1 own (though no Jew) I did the 
Sflrrie, when I heard that tho most beatiteous retnain 
of naturr's architecture was so soon to be destroy* 
cd ; and could not help reiiiing those once-admired 
lines in the Henry and Kuima, 

yromlhyfVLL ht»%ttH lulhy %l.%¥Ut% WAIIT, 
n»lah and HAMMOMr •[ iHhf% tMftitl^ 

V\nthy tiftoiitfti, ffff/Zftf/iVTirurLv Ltii | 
<i >|ff b«fitm*t^i e»al ifmlf hkti 

Itkp TArta li^fff «si(«aMiUM«iyftJss4 
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Observe the force of every word ; and as a testimony 
tliat this excellent writer was peculiarly happy in 
the expression^ comeliness of side, the nicest 
observer of our times, who is now publishing a most 
rational Analysis of Beauty, has chosen for the prin- 
cipikl illustration of it, a pair of stays, such as would 
Hi the shape described by the judicious poet; and 
h;is also shewn by drawings of other stays, that 
every minute deviation from the first pattern is a 
diminution of beauty> and every grosser alteration 
a deformity. 

I hear that an ingenious gentleman is going with* 
in these few days to publish a treatise on Deformity* 
If he means artiiiciai as well as natural deformity^ 
he may make his work as voluminous as he pleases* 
A few books of travels will furnish him with abun* 
dant instances of head -moulders, face-squeezers, 
nose-parers, ear-stretchers, eye-painters, lip-borers^ 
tooth-stainers, breast-cutters, foot-swathers, &c. &c. 
all modelled by fashion, none by taste. Whenever 
taste or sense shall interpose to amend, by a slight 
improvement, the mere deficiencies in the human 
figure, we may see by a single instance how it is 
likely to be received. 

A country family, whose reason for coming to 
London^ was to have their pictures drawn, and prin* 
cipally tliat of the hopeful heir, brought him to 
Sir Godfrey Kneller. That skilful artist, soon dis- 
covering that a little converse with the world might,, 
one day or other, wear off tlie block, which to & 
common observer obscured the man,instead of draw- 
ing him in a green coat with spaniels, or, in tlie 
more contemptible livery of a fop, playing with a 
lap-dcg 

Os bomini sublime Jiiliu 

He gave him a soul darting with a proper spirit 
through the rusticity of his features, I Ys^sX^isifc 
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notti«r wairinttn conimg down ttaira Ae 4aj H 
was finiihed^ ud I found Sir Godfrey in a m ortf fe" 
lent rage aboire. ' Look thera,' aaja he, poiniui|0 
the picture^ * There ia a fellow! 1 haive nut eoaM 
aenae in him, and m»neof Ma ftuniW know him.' 

Sir Godftc/a contcio«ine« of nia own akill wai 
ao well known, that it expoeed Mm freqmmthf to 
the bamer and ironr of the wita Ma fiiendk Vton 
la plaj Mm off, eaid to hinit after looking rounil a 
aeem fcM of heautiea that hehadMmlndt *lth 
pity, Sir Godfr^, that yon had not been co n wlt n l 
at the ciealion* Sir Cvodfrey threw hie eyea att^Ma 
npon PopeTa ahoiddeia, and anewetedt * Beaify I 
ahonldhafeflMMieeoMBtMngi better/ But the po- 
nidmimt for tMe profcneneee pmatied onr witetil 
fbrther. 

It » remarkable that the expktife Mr. Tope g^ 
nerally tiaed by way of oath.'waa, * God mend nef 
One day, in a diepute with a hackney coachman, he 
need ihit expraeeion : — ^ Mend tou f aaya the ooach- 
maa; ^ it would not be half the trouble to make a 
uew one/ If it may be allowable to draw a moml 
reflection from a ludicrous story, I conld heartilj 
wish that the ladies would every morning serioaiy 
address to their Maker this iiivecation of Mr. Pope; 
and, after devout meditation on the Divine patro- 
nage to v^hich they have recommended their charm, 
apply themselves properly to pursue all human roeeai 
for the due accomplishment of their prayer, f flat- 
ter myself that this advice may be palatable, in si 
much as it comprehends that celebrated example iA 
uniting religion and politeness, delivered dovm to 
us from the ancients in t!iese.few words, * Sacriflce 
to thoCinujes/ And I hor>e the sex will conrider 
how great a blemish it will oe to the present age, if 
the painter ur historian should declare to poa^ii^ 
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that the ladies of theee times were never knowa to 
sacrifice to aiiy god but Fashion. 

To conclude tlie history of my unhappy visit. I 
must confess I was provoked beyond all patience, 
reserve, or good breeding; and very rudely flung out 
of the room, having first told the lady she need not 
have given herself the trouble of a journey to London^ 
for I would answer for him^ tlie taints of Mr. Square, 
her Soniersetshire staymaier, were sufficient lo dress 
her in tiie most elegant taste of the modern fashion, 
or indeed (if he was not an old man) to put her 
ixi away that she could not possibly dress out of it. 

I am, ff*a lover ofeiegtmcfy 

Your admirer and humble servant. 
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^»od medkorum tst^ 



JProaattMt medici : tructant fabrilui fubri, 

HoR. 

TnouoH there is nothing more pleasing to the 
min^ of man than variety, yet it may be pursued in 
such a manner as to make the most active and va- 
ried life a tiresome sameness. To illustrate this 
seeming paradox, I shall relate what I learnt from an 
humble companion of a gentleman of vast spirits 
Xbs he is called by his acquaintance) who thinks he 
has shewn his value for time by never having yet 
enjoyed one moment of it. The active gentleman, 
it seems, proposed to the other to make the tour of 
Kngland, and ride daily from house to house, and 
from garden to garden : which indeed they did in so 
expeditious a manner, not to lose timcy that they did 
nut allow the least portion of it for the objects Uiey 
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siiw to muke any impression on tlieir memories. In 
tlic hottfht w<-ath('r they ne\*er walked under the 
shafle ot'tht* plantations they so much admired, and 
came on pnqMii^e to see; but crossed the scorching 
lawn for the nearc'st way to the building they would 
not rest in, or the water they refused to be rowed 
upon. Thus they flew through the countries and 
gardens tlu*v went to see, with as much &tigue, 
and not more observation, than a post-horse in hit 
staiip; and tl lis for the pleasure of variety, and 
the advantage of improvement. 

In what n'spect does this gentleman's conduct 
diflrr from his who seeksa variety of acquaint- 
ance? The consequence must be exactly the 
same; viz. use and enjoyment of none. An unex- 
perienced man, who has happened to see one of this 
turn eagerly following, or boasting of his acqufunt- 
nnce with the builder, the planter, the poet, the po- 
litician, tlie seaman, the soldier, the musician, tlie 
jockey, would naturally suppose he was generally 
talking with those gentlemen in the several sciences 
tlu V n.'spectively excelled in. No, this is the only 
discourse which he studies to avoid. 

Before I endeavour to account for this strange ab- 
surHily, I would just observe, that the persons I am 
speaking of arc of a very different character from 
those who from a mere principle of vanity are con- 
tinually numbering among their friends, tliough upon 
the sli<ihtest grounds, men of high birth and station, 
and who always bring to my mind justice Shallow's 
acquaintance with John of Gaunt, who never saw 
him but once, and then he broke his head. Equally 
wide of the question is that character, who fronf a 
love of talking avoids the company where his news 
has been already published, and dreads the man 
who is better heard than himself on general topics. 

JONORAJlClii and ^Xi \^TM.CIL1TY OF ATTEN- 
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^lON, if I may be allowed the expression, are the 
most probable causes of this inconsistent behaviour. 
To avoid metaphysical disquisitions, let us try if we 
can set our judgments by comparison. Men of tlie 
weakest stomachs are very solicitous of the greatest 
variety of dishes and the highest sauces, which they 
constantly reject upon tasting, being, as they con- 
fess, too strong for them, though the objects of their 
desire and expectation before they were brought 
upon the table. It is also observable, that when 
gentlemen after a certain age devote themselves to 
the fair sex, they generally pursue with more fervor, 
lind always express themselves with more warmth, 
than when in the heat of youth, so longas the game 
is out of reach ; but a nearer prospect of success 
soon discovers the difference between natural heat, . 
and the delusion of false desire and imaginary pas- 
sion. The sportsman cannot be more apprehensive 
and concerned for the death of the hare he wishes to 
save, than the old gallant is at the approaching op- 
portunity of accomplishing his desires ; which if he 
obtain, I am afraid he will sing no other Te Deum 
than that of Pyrrhus — Such another victory xcill ruin 
me. 

Animasque in vulmre ponunt 

'WQA a famous quotation of Dr. Bentley's on the sud-* 
den death of an old bridegroom. 

To avoid a dry argument, and as I do not remem- 
ber to have seen this subject touched upon by any 
•writer ancient or modern, I have endeavoured to 
thrOw it into measure. 

Ye sages ^ay^ who know mankind, 
Wience, to their real profit blind,. 
All leave those fields which might produce 
Fit game for pastime or for use ? 

YOJL. XXVI. B B 



Tim frpll-tCoKd warron they fonakep 
And love to beat the barren brake: 
Sooner their pleasures will avoid. 
Than run the chance of being cloy'd* 

Damortas ever is afraid 
]>est merchants should discourse on trade: 
And yet of commerce will inquire, 
M'hen drinking witli a country squire* 
Of ladies he will ask bow soon 
7lM*y think count 8axe can take a town, 
ih whether France or Spain will treat. 
But if the brigadier he meet* 
lie questions him about the sum 
He won or lost at lost night's drum. 
Or if Minic minihter of state 
AVtU design to talk of Europe's fate, 
Th' important topic lie declines, 
To prate of soups, ragouts and wines; 
Vr-t h(s at 1 U'lluo's board, can fix 
On no (lincourne hut politics. 

Onrf; wvw IIk; linguist, and tlie bard, 
TIi^ r»hjftrU« of liiH rlurf regard; 
Now with f'xprt'Hflivc shrugs and looks 
]](: iVvH tlif liiiiirits of rnen of books: 
Yet c/« r his r:iiji« will condescend 
To Umst th'; prt!l>t'nd for his friend : 
Tor (\r.\)\]i of reading tell his merit, 
Kxtol his Atile for force and spirit: 
Ask whfTB hfi preach'd, or what his text, 
Infjuin: what work he'll publihh next: 
What H^'pth of matter, how he treats itr-— 
]\f' niu't hv. easy till he gets it. 
AVft from the press 'tift sent him down, 
Th.f;e, days b<jfore 'tis on the town: 
Thf title read (for nrrvcr more is) 
Next having writ ex dan, authorii^ 
7 



K*5K vroRtD. J79 

He spends at least the time in findings 
A place to suit its size and binding, 
As might have serVd, if well directed, 
To read the volume thus neglected. 

\Vhen last with Atticus I din'd^ 
Pamoetas there I chancM to find, 
Who strait add res&'d me with complaint 
How PoUio talk'd of the Levant; 
And how he teiz'd him near an hour 
With the Grand Signior and his poVr: 
Tijen Athens' ruin'd domes explained. 
And what in Egypt still remained. 
This talk Damoetas could not bear, 
For PoUio had himself been there ; 
But from some fellow of a college 
Would think tlie subjects worth his kao^Kdedgtb 

The table now remov'd, again 
Began Damcetas to complain ; 
' 1 knew Eugenius in his prime, 

* The best companion of his time; 

^ But since he's got to yonder board, 

* You never heaj* him speak a word> 

* But tiresome schemes of navigation, 

* The built of vessels and their station — 
' Such stuff as spoils all conversation.' 

* Good Atticus, repeat the verses, 

* You lately said were made by Thyrsis.* 
John at that instant introduces 
This very servant of the muses ; 
Damoetas starts, and in confiision. 
Cursing tlie d — d ill-tim'd intrusion. 
Whispers the servant in his ear, 

* John, be so good to call a chair;' 
And flies the spot, alarm'd uith dread. 
Lest Thyrsis should begin to read. 
> And yet, for all he holds this rule^ 
Pamoct^s is in fact no fool : 



} 
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For he would bwdly chvie m ffoem 
To make hb chun or luui|| his room | . 
Nor with th' uphobterer ducoorw 
About the gUnden in hss borM; 
Nor send to buy hit wife a tktt . 
To Puddle-dock or Billingpigiitff; 
Nor if in labour* spleen, ortiancey ■ 
Fetch her Sir Tbosias for Sir 1 fans ; 
Nor bid hiscoacfamaQ drive o' niglbrts 
To parbh-church instead of Whitens; 
Nor make hb party or hb bets 
With thoie who never pay their ddMsi 
Nor at dessert of. wax and china 
Neglect the eataUes, if anyt 
To smell thechaplet in the middle^ 
Or taste the Chelsea-china fiddle. 
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To Ml*. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

I IM VE been betrayed and ruined by the basest of 
niankiiiH. My father was a mercliant of considera- 
ble note in this town; but by unavoidable losses and 
niiHfortun(.>8, be died two years a^o, broken-hearted 
and inftolvent. I was his only child, and the delight 
of hJH lif(;. My education, my dress and manner of 
living vvprc siich as would hardly have discredited a 
young woman of fashion. Alas! the dear parent, 
to wliose fondness I was indebted for every ad- 
vantage and enjoyment, intended to have given me 
a conbiderablc fortune; but he died, as 1 have told 
you, and has left me to lament that I was not a 
beggar from my cradle. 
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I was ignorant of his circumstances, and therefore 
felt not my misfortune in its full force till a month 
after his death : at which time his creditors entered 
upon his house, sold all his furniture and effects, and 
left me nothing but my clothes and trinkets, which 
they had no right to take from me. 

In the days of my prosperity.! had a maid-ser- 
▼ant, of whom I was extremely fond ; and to whom, 
upon her marriage with a reputable tradesman, I 
gave a little portion of fifty pounds, which were left 
me by a relation. This young woman was lately be- 
come a widow; and being left in but indifferent 
circumstances, she hired a large house near the Ex- 
change, and let lodgings for her support. It wast to 
this woman that I flew for shelter; being no more 
than eighteen years of age, and, as my father used 
often to tell me, too handsome to have friends. 

I do not mention this circumstance, indeed I do 
not, as any thing to be vain of: Heaven knows that 
I am humbled by it to the very dust: I only intro- 
duced it as the best excuse I could think of for the 
unkindness of my acquaintance. 

I was received by this favourite servant with great 
appearance of gratitude and esteem. She seemed 
to pity my misfortunes, and to take every opportun 
Dity of comforting and obhging me. 

Among the gentlemen that lodged at her house, 
there was one whom she used to talk of with great 
j^leasure. One day, after I had lived with her 
about a week, she told me that this gentleman had 
a great inclination to be known to me, and that if L 
bad no objection to company, he would drink tea 
"with me that afternoon. She had hardly, done 
speaking, when the gentleman entered the room. I 
I was angry in my heart at* this freedom; but his 
pmteel appearance and behaviour. sv«A.|^t the ket« 

» B 3 
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ter of my resentment^ and made me 1 sb t&lk wQ^ 
conversation ^7ith more than common stteotiliwid 
To be as short as I can, this first visit made nei^ltoaJ 
sirous of a second, that second .of a third, aidilw^ 
third of a thousand more : all of which he nenil jPi^ 
as eager to pay as I was willing to receive^ ' V^ 

- The hotise was so crouded with lodgers^ that ^W^- ^ 
mistress of it had only one parlour for herstU wt P] 
me; and as she had almost constant employmestiK 1'^ 
home, my lover had very few opportunities of w lb 
tertaining me alone. But the presence of a dM 1i 
person did not hinder him from declaring the ntft l« 
tender and unalterable love for me| nor did it vm li 
me from discovering how pleasing and happy I mi I' 
at the conquest I had made. li 

In this delightful situation near a twelYemondi I 
passed away; during which time he would often !»* 1 
ment his dependance upon an old uncle, who, he I 
said, would most assuredly disinherit him, if he 1 
married a woman without a fortune. • I 

I wanted no better reason for this delay $ add | 
was waiting for an event that promised me the pos- 
sesssion of all I wished for, when my happiness was 
interrupted by the most villainous contrivance that 
ever was heard of. 

I had walked out one morning to buy some 
shades of silk, in order to finish the covering of a 
settee which .1 was working for my benefactress; 
and was returning home through a by-court, when, 
to my inexpressible surprise, I found myself stopt 
by two men, who, producing what they called a writ 
against me, hurried me into a coach, and conveyed 
me, half dead with terror, to a wretched house 
whose windows were guarded with iron bars. 

As soon as I had power to speak, I desired to 
know by whom and for what crime I was tliua 



K** 55. WORLD. isi" 

cruelly insulted. They shewed me without hesita- 
tion their authority: by which it appeared that the 
woman with whom I lived had ordered me to be 
arrested for a debt of thirty pounds, which she had 
sworn I owed her for board and lodgings. ' It is 
hnpossible!' cried I; * she cannot have served me 
8o ! There must be some mistake in this ! Send 
for her this moment! I am sure it is a mistake!^ 

* Very possible, madam,' answered one of the fel- 
lows with a smile; * but if you would take my ad- 
vice, it should be to send for a gentleman instead 
of the plaintiff. A young lady like you, madam, 
need not stay here for a debt of thirty pounds/ 

* Go where I send you, sir,' said I; * tell her what 
has happened to me, and bid her hasten to me, if 
she would save my life/ The fellow shook his head 
as he went out, but promised to do as I directed. 
His companion asked me what I pleased to call for, 
and explained his meaning by telling me I was in a 
publiciiouse. I bid him call for what he liked, and 
charge it to me; he thanked me very civilly, and 
locking the door after him, left me to myself. 

I had now a little leisure to reflect upon this ad- 
venture; but the more I thought of it, the greater 
was my perplexity. I remained in this uncomfort- 
able suspence for near an hour, when I heard the 
door open with some precipitation, and saw my 
lover enter the room with an astonishment not tob3 
imagined. * Good Godf said he, snatching me to 
his arms, * is this an apartment for my charmer ? — 
That inhuman woman!' — 'What woman?' said I, in- 
terrupting him; ' can it be possible?' — * She owns 
it herself^' answered h^; * this professing friend, 
this grateful servant, owns that she has arrested 
you.' I was ready to faint at what I heard; but 
recovering myself as w^ll as I could, X in quired 



inti^ tte motivw of this w€mmu*$ crud^. H«r okk 
liwAt' hereplM, ' wMicfirieo; I had.ioaieiiofdt 
mth her iipo diqm ago, and thmfttaaed Iwr ia jmI 
UmI I wooM teiive her Icxlflinfi. Bbm thoui^iMt 
ki aemeit; and believiog I fwe ewm to OMny Om 
engel whom K dootodton, the detennined to mte. 
^rimt money the conk! of M«» Iw. arveiluig oif 
imetgirl. She vw aoiaiietokan wi ehe ge a mi 
wHh what heele I tbouldidipcheigiiitho 4ebt» Him»' 
air/ Qontiinied'het taming, to the baiHft ^ la tfaafidl 
anm, and a gratuitf for jouradf. Cone^ sMiaB^ 
let oa exchange this detailed place^ tor aparlMnla 
iDora*iHMrthM of }ioa/ 

The. coach that bronil^ him toaqir priKm waaat- 
Ilia door. He tiamfdiatdy pnt; me into iw endi 
oonducted me to a Uoa-thop vsf/atk LudgaterhilL Ii 
atnatned in the coath white- he stept into.tbe tbop» 
and cootiniied for a minute or tiro in ooiiTmntion 
with tibe miBtren of it; when ratumiM to ma with 
great cheerftihiefe, he gave me joy. of hit ioccesiv 
and lianded me up stairs into pleasant and convejii- 
€nt apartments. I'he exact order in which I foundi 
every thing in these i^artroents put me upon ob- 
serving that the owner of them was a, prophetess, 
aiid knew that 1 should have need of them that very. 
morning. My lover macie no answer to my re- 
mark, hut straining mc in his arms^ and almost pres- 
sing me to death, ho callod them my bridal apart-i 
mentu, and bid me welcome to. them as such. He 
thf'.n went down to order dinner and a bottle of: 
champaign from the tavern, and returned to me 
with 8o much love and joy in. his lqoks» that I.waa 
charmed witli him beyond expression. When din- 
ner, waa removed, ajnd the servant who attended u$ 
withdrawn, he said and leoked so maay-fcwid and 
ecdea,ring things^ and: mingled; 8ucb> careMea witk 
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3 and looks; forcing upon me at the same 
e or four glasses of a wine I was not used 
ly heart, warm as it was before with love 
itiide, consented to his desires, and in one 
iient betrayed me to a villain. 

in this guilty commerce till the effects 
de me apprehensive of being a mother in 
eks. I had often pressed him for the per- 
; of his promises; and was now resolved 
)re particularly urgent with him upon that 
but instead of listening to me as I hoped 
, he called hastily for his sword, and took 
me till the evening. 

6ted his return with the utmost impatience; 
Ingcame ; another, and another after that; 
ther saw him nor heard .from him. Upon 
h day of his leaving me, I received a visit 
J mistress of the house, who, to my great 
lent, addressed me in these words. 
>ught, madam, at your entrance into this 
at you were a married woman. The lady 
d the lodgings for you two days before,- 
assurance fiiat you were married.' * What, 
ied I. ^ You amaze me! I heard not of 
gings till I had taken possession of them, 
and tell me who was this lady ?' ' Alas I*; 
my visitor, 'I knew not till this morning 
were fallen into the snares of the worst of. 
Lud the most artful of men.' She saw my 
nt ; but desiring my. attention, proceeded 
s for the gentleman (if he deserves the 
Dne) you will never see him more.' ' How, 
lever see him more !' interrupted I. — My 
ed me as I uttered these words ; stfid lean- 
/ard^ in my chair, I fainted away. She re-^ 
me from my swoon, and theu went ou* 
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* H« luu just now Mnt hie Mrvuit to riitrhargft tlui 
kni^iiij^b; of whom when 1 iiic{uirttd how you H/are 
to k^ii' ulkt.n r.ar« ol in your M|iproa^btii[( h<iur, bit 
Aimwcr wiw, that Ut. had no coRfniiiwiou to up*Mk 
to buf h '|iJt-Alionfl. fray, niadain/ rontinued bh«, 
' u II truf: that you w«;r« firr»iU;fJ in the »tr<^t lite 
Tji'iriiiiifi^ oi your t-ntramft into th*':^ li>d;eingb?' I 
UiUi \u'r \i-fe. * 'Hut brrvaiit then jh hoiictst/ foh« r&- 
ph^d; * i^ti hab feiviii nic* your whole hi*Uiry. The 
OihliiM-itt 4it that arrc'bt were the woman where you 
bid^i'd, und Uie vdlam whom you trubiefi. 'I'hirir 
d«'bij/ii wiu ti« riuiff you Mitiieiy into hia power, tliai 
Ik' nit)/lit UM' it to yoiir rUbijurlJon. But ilft not deb- 
pa ir, niudain/ arldcd bjtir, bcenii; me in the utm<jtt 
aMliMion; * ail women ai<- not inonbU^rs. i hav« 
iinii\ntiimnn ii|>on your youth, and will abbibt you iu 
}oui diblM'tsbeb. 'Ihf'bi' a|MirtiiiMitb are you Iff, till you 
debiri't/j rt-bif^n th<ni: nor fhall any thin^ lie want^ 
in^ tliiil your biltiHtion blmll nu^uire, or that a lariy 
hi ha|)|iii'ri imuuhtanceb would wibh Ut be providtrd 
with. And iu:iifatt4'r, if you bhould ihuu: to conti- 
nu«r wiih me, and u.^hiht ui** in my hubin<j:)», 1 ^^ill 
li>ok upon you ab my daughU'i, and iorg<:t (r\ery 
Ihinfz wliK h liab lie-lalhn you/ 

<>Jipr(•^b''d tii» 1 v\ub with {iin( and bhaim-, my 
ht-^iil Ixiundi'dut tlij>. propot)iil, 1 1<:11 upon th(^ m'ck 
Ot niv li< nelurir'bb, iind Li dewed il with my te:ti>; 
t«'lliii^ hei, ab well ati tliobr. trai'b would p< innt jjj«r, 
tJiiit 1 With Ixiiind to )jer loi < ver, and would ^i^h UjT 
no oiliei liiippnif'hb tiiiiii U> hive and pleahc her. 

'J liJei- iwtiiiiiti .-iiepiihL hjn< e 1 have heen the nio* 
Iher ol II hwei-*! (ioy; m all \^liieli time I have ne\ir 
t-tfu (ii/.d 1 play htaitlly thiil I never may beey hi* 
iidiumuu l.iilti'i. 'lli«- ^'eneiiyub woman, who bup- 
port..-^ me, ib < v»-n kui'lii lo i^e tliiin her promise. 
l^he pays hf r..« 11, Uw tuyr-.f in tlie conjlortabW 
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thought, that she has been an instrument in the hand 
of Heaven to save me from destruction. She told 
me yesterday, that the stratagem by which this moo* 
ster got me into his power, with every particular of 
his behaviour to me before and after it, is hit favou- 
rite subject in all companies. To deprive him 
therefore of his principal pleasure, I have thought 
proper to take the story out of his liands, by telling 
it myself. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most humble servant ^ 

Amansa. 
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